
• PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The forcast for 1980 is an increase of fi ve percent
in the number of golfers.

In 1979 There were 11 ,966 golf courses, 12,870,00
golfers, and an estimated 346,000,000 rounds of
golf in the United States, according to the Nat-
ional Golf Foundation.

There were also 598,000 motorized golf cars and
unknown millions of hand carts to add to our pro-
blems.

There are. approximat.ely 1,286,000 acres devoted
to. golf with an estimated capitol investment of
$4,860,000. The cost of maintenance for all this
was estimate d at $870,000,000 in 1979.

There are only 342 golf faci lities under construction
so each one of us can expect more than a five per-
cent increase.

All this adds up to increased problems for the super-
intendent.

Has your budget kept up with inflation?

I am sure most have not. We may get by for the
near future, however inflation and the increased

number of golfers dictates that the cost of main-
taining these faci lities must also increase.

It is important that each of us keep a close eye on
our budget and also find ways of saving on our main-
tenance.

One way yoi may learn of short curs or different
methods of mai ntenance is to attend W.G.C.S.A.
meetings. See how your fellow supers are maintain'
inq their courses.

The very least yoi can expect is a day of relax-
ation looking at someone elses problems. That
will give you a better outlook on your own job.

See you at the next meeting Apri I 21, 1980 at Tus-
cumbia.

Woody Voigt
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