
RX for ULCERS
During Augu.t, 1976, thl. Golf Course Super·
Intendent detected a fungal Infe.tatlon on the 6th
green at Tu.cumbla Country Club. The affected
area was approximately 2·1/2 feet In circum·
ference and charecterlzed by numerous "dime-
.Ized", .lIver·whlte .pot. of deed tUrl. Thl.
Infe.tatlon proved not only to be • turlgra ..
m.nagement problem, but, al.o, an Infe.tatlon of
my .tomach, mar. commonlyknown a. Agrastls
palustrls ulcerls.

Followinga .hort cenference with Jerry O'Oon·
nell, I treat.d for Anthracno.e wllh Captan 50 WP
at the recommend.d lab.1 rat.. Further
examination of the dl••••• d area convinced m.
that no further fung.' Inf.ctlon had tak.n place,
how.ver the prevlou.ly .ffect.d area .how.d no
.Ign. of reeev.ry. A. the y.ar progress.d there
was no further Indicationof recov.ry and the 6th
gre.n w.nt Into the 1976-77 winter with the
"dlme-.lz." .pots stili very much In evld.nc•.

In the .prlng of 1977, It b.cam. apparent to m.
that a h.allng proc••• had tak.n pl.c. during the

SKID MOUNTEDTRAILER MOUNTED

ACCESSORIES

ALSO CHOOSE FROM FIBERGLASS TANKS/MECHANICAL
AGITATION/PUMPS AND ENGINES/BOOMS/HAND GUNS,
ETC. WRITE OR CALL:
SpeCial e.ooocts DIVISion aur CHAHIE,$1 so RflOl! 1161080

HANSON EQUIPMENT CO. WJaqml

Turf Management Supply
DISTR IBUTORS OF QUALITY FERTI L1ZERS, SEEDS.

GOLF CX>URSEAND LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

R2 NORWAY ROAD
SUN PRAIRIE, WISCONSIN 53590

Phone 1&08) 837·5598

SUPPORT THE
MIDWEST REGIONAL

TURF FOUNDATION
CONTACT WIlliAM H. DANIEL
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRONOMY
PURDUE UNIVERSITY
WEST LAFAYETTE. INDIANA 47!1J1

prevlou. winter. How.ver, I notlc.d • recurr.nc.
of the Inf.ctlon In the •• m. pl.ce on May 19th.
The t.mperature. had been recerd.d In the 80 to
90 d.gre. r.ng., accompanl.d by 3.3 Inch•• of
precipitation .Inc. May 12th. On May 21st the
dl.ea••• pread over half of the gre.n [not to
m.ntlon Agrastls palustrls ulcerls .preadlng over
h.1fof my .tom.ch].

In talking wllh Jerry O'Oonn.II, the conc.rn over
.nd .u.plclon of Pythlum spp. was voiced. Plugs
from the Inf.ct.d green were sent to Dr. G.yle
Worl'. I.b but the s.mplas did not culture oul.
My ulcer did.

On May 24th, with t.mp.rature. reading In the
go'., the dlsea.llpread overtho .ntlre green. An
.ppllcetlon of chloron.b was put down lmma-
dl.t.ly with. sUbsequ.nt .ppllcatlon of the s.me
m.t.rlal on M.y 27th. Thls.ctlon was follow.d by
.ppllcatlon. of benomyl, mercury and thlr.m, .11
with the •• m. n.gllglbl. re.ults [milkdidn't work
on mystom.ch .lther]. Sam. controlwasobt.lned
wh.n the t.mp.ratures dropped b.ck to •
re.pect.bl. 60 d.gre... On Jun. 4th however,
relnf•• tatlon w•• Inltl.t.d and the .ctlvlty .pre.d
to other gre.n •.

An .tt.mpt .t central w•• m.de by cemblnlng
chlorothalonll .nd chloron.b .nd applying this
formul.tlon ev.ry 5 to 8 d.ys. Results, again,
were n.gliglbl. [as was the milk] and the fungal
activity continued for the rem.lnder of Jun•.



RX for Ulcers cent. ..

By July 5th, the sixth green was virtually "wiped
out". Benomyl wasapplled to this pUlling surface
at a quadruple rate. This aellon appeared to arrest
the fungal actiVity and three days later there were
encouraging signs of turf [and stomachj recovery.
As Insurance, benomyl was applied again on July
8th at a normal rate.

My elation was short-lived however as, at 6:00
a.m., July 16th, 1977, I discovered an entire
pulling surface gray with mycelllum. At this
Juncture, a double rate of Topsln M was applied
[my stomach was to receive a double dose of
Malox], and alternate day mowing of the green
was Instituted on the 17th of JUly. Benomyl was
applied, again, as Insurance on the 22nd. At last,
control.

Wrong. Disease activity began, once more, on
July 27th. Topsln M was applied on July 28th,
followed by applications of benomyl on August
2nd and August 6th. However, August 7th proved
to be a day of most accelerated fungal spread. 8
ounces of benomyl checked the activity until
August 10th. August 9th, I had esbbllshed 22test
plots comprised of every fungicide I "could lay my
hands on". As previously noted, however, the 8
ounces of benomyl only checked the disease
progress until August 10th. The fungal activity on
that date was Incredible as my pUlling greens
were completely covered with mycelllum.

In checking the test plots, the only area devoid of
any fungal Infesbtlon was the one covered with
dyrene at "twice the rate". This material was
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acquired in large quantities and applied [double
rate] on a 5 to 7 day schedule. Recovery by the
turf was almost complete by August 25th and on
August 29th a call from Dr. Worf confirmed my
suspicions: fungal activity of resistant Sclerotinla,
homoeocarpa compounded by Pythium spp,

Three weeks later, I was able ro get rid of my
"Aqrostis palustris ulceris, my Malox and my
milk.

Deak DeCrammer

Congratulations
BELATEDLY

The Wisconsin Gall Course Superin-
tendents Association wishes to extend
congratulations to Jack Soderberg,
Golf CourseSuperintendent at Merrill
Hills Country Club, Delafield, Wis-
consin for successfully completing the
Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation of America process and
becoming a Certified Gall Course
Superintendent.



LA ""LANT{j l265' so. ONEIOA STREETr, GREEN BAY, WIS. 54304
IRRIGATION CO.,I-NC. PHONE (4141494·2132

*d.+oo'" ....... , """ .. ..-",, \ ', .... "'... ·'111:<"....... 01......

WISCONSIN DISTRIBUTOR fOR

Weath.r~matlc.
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS· A STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE

Call Collect for a Quote on Sprinklers, Valves, Qmtrollers, Pipe,
Fittings. Wire, Pumps and Accessories .

• SALES' SERVICE' DESIGN' INSTALLATION

TREE PLANTING
(? /) • Trees Moved up to 10" Diameter

..Jp.ecialidtJ • Commercial Planting
n." • Shade & Evergreen Trees

• Complete line of Nursery Stock
• Experienced with Golf Course Planting
• Fully Insured Free Estimates

LARGE TREES PLANTED
FOR INSTANT SHADE
I £AI/ 715·344-3669

P.O. BOll 397, Steven!; Point, WI 54481

SUPPORT THE ICSAA
SCHOLARSHIP

AND RESEARCH FUND
.~.............................•
: MILAEGER :
: Well and Pump Co. :
• •• INDUSTRIES MUNICIPALITIES SUBDIVISIONS •
• .Deep Well Drilling and Pump Installation •
• .Wall Development by Acidizlng & Shooting •
• .AU MBkesof Pumps Repaired •
• .24 Hour Service •
• • TONKA .Wa1ttr Treatment Equipment •
t BYRON JACKSON PUMPS •
• Division of Borg Warner Corporation •• T •Llne Shaft urbtne Pumps and Submllfsible Pumps
• 10 500 HP and 1,000 ft. Settings •
: Servlcmg Wisconsin and IllinOISfor Over :
• 20950 Enterprise Ave 60 Years. 640 Pearson Street •
• Brookfield, WI 53005 DesPlaines,ILL 60016 •
• (414) 784-3960 (312) 296-8707 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Ulcers com. , .

The Editor has received information about another
source of "Agrostis palustris ulceris" for
Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents from the
office of Dr. Gayle Worf, Extension Plant
Pathologist, University of Wisconsin-Madison. It
seems that "an interesting diseaseof golf COurse
greens has occurred in the last few years that
produces a most dramatic and puzzling set of
symptoms when It occurs."

"Turf is affected in a ring-like pattern, somewhat
like Fusarium Blight, except that the diameters of
the rings are usually greater, ranging from 6" to
24", and the border of the affected turf is narrow,
no wider than about one inch. Turf in the affected
border area may be killed; more often than not the
turf becomesyellow and weak, but is not killed .
The disease usuallv lasts a few days to a week or
two. The rings are often nearly perfectly round.
Both Poaannua and bentgrass havebeen affected,
although we have not seen it on fairways or home
lawns. Where it came from and whether it will
become a serious problem is not known."

"We have been puzzled by Its cause. The fungus
we isolated from diseased tissue somewhat
resembles Rhi,octonia, the brown-patch Inciting
organism. It is a little bit different, however, and
it usually developsat cooler temperatures than the
brown-patch fungus. Most symptoms have
appeared in May, but we have encountered it
about the Fourth of July in one case."

In checking with Ms. Pat Sanders of the Plant
Pathology Department at The Pennsylvania State
University the Editor discovered that, in Penn-
sylvania tests at least, this "new" disease
problem may be what has been referred to in the
past as "Cold Weather Brown Patch". With the
upswing in the use of systemic fungicides, certain
benfleial microorganism populations have been
reduced allowing this "Cold Weather Brown
Patch" fungus to becomemore active. According
to Ms. Sanders, optimum temperature develop-
ment range is between 4Bdegrees and 50 degrees
Farenheif. In addition, the action of the disease
inciting organism is to totally blight the leaf but
not be destructive to either roots or crowns of the
grass planf. Finally, best control of this "new"
disease has been obtained with ehloroneb or
ehlorothalnoil at regUlar label recommendedrates.
Benomyl has proven to be ineffective and, as in

the case, as some beieve, of Helminthosporium,
may actually aggravate the problem.




