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1 Call of the wild We spotted 

this primate during a visit to the 

Control Solutions Inc./Quali-Pro 

headquarters in Pasadena, Texas. 

This Namibian baboon was taken by 

CSI president Mark Boyd in 1991. The 

CSI lobby contains more than 80 trophy 

mounts, from antelope to wildebeest.

2 Pass the mic Merion GC super-

intendent Arron McCurdy reports 

the afternoon assignments to the 

crew during the 2013 U.S. Open. 

3 The weight room is that way  Tom 

Marzolf, senior design associate 

at Fazio Golf Course Designers, 

points out some landmarks at Merion to 

a couple of golf fans. The Hogan plaque, 

where Ben Hogan hit his 1-iron shot in 

1950, was a few paces away.

4 Brilliant minds think alike Matt 

Shaffer, director of GC opera-

tions at Merion, brainstorms with 

friend John Zimmers, superintendent at 

Oakmont (Pa.) CC. The Open heads to 

Zimmers’ course in 2016. 

5 Preferred reading We were happy 

to see copies of Golfdom circulat-

ing around the Merion mainte-

nance facility. (OK, honestly, we put 

them there ourselves.)

6 The champ is not here Dumb luck 

meant Golfdom EIC Seth Jones 

got to catch a ride with the U.S. 

Open trophy. Jones doesn’t deserve to 

hoist a junior high golf trophy, let alone 

this beauty. 

7 Latshaw’s lads Retired superin-

tendent Paul Latshaw Sr. (right) 

takes time for a quick photo with 

Zimmers, one of his many students in 

the industry.

Continued on page 14
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     WHY IS LYNX
®

 THE EASIEST  

    IRRIGATION CONTROL  
                 SYSTEM IN THE INDUSTRY?

Simple. You helped design it. The Toro® Lynx® Control System delivers Precision™ Irrigation easier  

and more intuitively than ever before. But don’t take our word for it. See what superintendents are 

saying at toro.com/leaderboard.  

The Leader in Golf.

©2013 The Toro Company. All rights reserved.

Lynx® Control System

Integrated Turf Guard® 
soil sensor helps you 
save water.

Flexible and editable 
map simplifies 
irrigation control.

Simplified decision 
making with 
Dynamic Drilldown.

With NSN® Connect, 
Lynx is with you when 
and where you want.
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8 Nerves of steel Despite soggy 

conditions to start the week, the 

crew at Merion was determined to 

get the job done, and with a smile.

9 Green day A train of John Deere 

fairway mowers rolls in formation 

on the front nine at Merion.

10 What I did for summer vaca-
tion Somehow we convinced 

a high school guidance coun-

selor to let Sawyer Opalich (right, with 

Golfdom publisher Pat Roberts) come 

work for us for a few weeks. Sawyer’s 

report back included a lot of “golf 

course site visits.” Nice work (and 

swing), Sawyer!  

11Eye on the prize Robert 

Smith, equipment technician 

at Merion, keeps a close eye 

on clippings as work is being done at 

the U.S. Open. For a story on Smith, 

and how he helped create a mower, 

see ‘Mower Rebirth’ on page 10.

12 Don’t you call this a regular 
mag We’re just going to 

guess that we’re the only 

turf mag with a shot of rapper/actor 

L.L. Cool J in it this month. A recent 

Golfdom team building event in Cleve-

land included 18 holes of golf followed 

by an L.L./Public Enemy/Ice Cube/

De La Soul concert. If this issue has a 

funky beat, now you know why. 

13 Like white on rice Golf 

cups get painted at Stan-

dard Golf in Cedar Falls, 

Iowa. We were treated to a tour of the 

facility recently, and came out with a 

new appreciation of the work that goes 

into the accessories we take for granted 

on the course every day.

14 Does it all We asked Steve 

Tyler, national sales manager 

for Standard Golf and a for-

mer superintendent, to describe his job.  

The self-proclaimed “Old Dog” pretty 

much does it all, we’ve decided.

Continued from page 12
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Always read and follow label directions.  
Drive is a registered trademark of BASF. © 2013 BASF Corporation. All rights reserved.

With Drive® XLR8 herbicide, your weed control won’t slow down after a little storm.  
This proprietary, water-based formulation delivers a quicker uptake by the plant 
and is rainfast in 30 minutes. Drive XLR8 herbicide provides superior control of 
crabgrass, torpedograss, kikuyugrass, and several broadleaves, including clover, as 
well as numerous weeds. Also, you’ll go the distance with residual control for up to 
30-45 days from a single application. 

betterturf.basf.us 

BUT YOU CAN GET TOP-SPEED WEED  
CONTROL THAT’S RAINFAST IN 30 MINUTES.

YOU MIGHT NOT DRIVE AT TOP SPEED  
IN THE WORLD’S FASTEST STOCK CAR.
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1   AUGUSTA GREEN JACKETS 

“Those are champions of the 

Masters from 1934-99. I love 

professional golf and for that rea-

son I love hosting tournaments.” 

2   SUMMER READING “Absolutely, 

I’m a reader. I love the ‘19th 

Hole,’ and it’s nice to be featured 

in it myself. I love reading the 

tournament triumph articles 

about other courses hosting 

tournaments and what they have 

My Second
Office B E CAUS E  T H E  C O U R S E 

I S  YO U R  F I R S T

TRAY MALTBY of Reunion Resort & 

Club in Orlando, Fla., always makes his 

passion for the game clear. It’s a passion 

that was fueled by his time working under 

Arnold Palmer.

“A superintendent who I had previously 

worked for was working at Bay Hill. He 

told me he needed an assistant and 

I should think about it. I said, ‘There’s 

nothing to think about,’” Maltby says.

No longer an assistant, Maltby played 

host to the Golfdom Summit in November 

2012 and will again in December of this 

year (for details — and to apply — visit 

www.golfdomsummit.com).

“It’s awesome! I love golf and I love 

hosting tournaments. (Hosting the 

Golfdom Summit) is a big deal to me, 

because I get to meet guys like Mark 

Woodward and (Medinah Country Club 

Director of Golf Course Operations) Curtis 

Tyrrell. We all love golf and we all deal 

with the same issues.” 

If an encounter with Maltby doesn’t 

display his passion for the game, his 

office will.

About our host

done to be successful. Of course 

I love the articles from the turf 

doctors, like Mark Woodward and 

Karl Danneberger.” 

3   FOND MEMORY “That’s Ocean 

Hammock golf course in Day-

tona, which I helped build. Mr. 

(Jack) Nicklaus and I worked on 

that course together.”

4   TWO ALL-TIME GREATS  “I see 

Annika weekly and her sister 

daily. Annika has an academy 

here. Anyone can buy a package, 

get lessons for a couple of days, 

and at the end Annika plays nine 

holes with the person taking les-

sons.” That photo, by the way, is 

autographed by both Sorenstam 

and Tiger Woods.

5   TOM WATSON  “That’s a banner 

for The Conservatory Course 

in Palm Coast, Fla. Mr. Watson 

and I built it together over an 18-

month period in 2007 and 2008. 

He was very hands on. He’s a 

real normal, down-to-earth, Mid-

western type of guy. The banner 

says ‘To Tray, All my best, Tom 

Watson.’”

BY MOLLY BEALIN  //    
PHOTO BY SETH JONES
Proud of your second office? Email us a photo 
of you in it to sjones@northcoastmedia.net, 
and we may feature you and your office in an 
upcoming issue of Golfdom.
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“ I love professional golf,  
and for that reason I love 
hosting tournaments.”
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LAYING DOWN A WHOLE NEW 

STANDARD IN TOPDRESSING

CONTROL AND
 

PRECISION.

Topdressing is no longer a guessing game. With the new WideSpin™ 1550, you’re in 

complete control of your topdressing program. You’ll get the application rates you 

want, when you need them…without leaving the seat.  

   NEW PATENT-PENDING CONTROLLER allows you to calculate your rates 

while also giving you a wider range of rates to choose from. Lock in your 

favorites using the controller’s four presets.

   NEW HYDRAULIC SYSTEM AND SPINNER DESIGN makes the patented WideSpin 

technology even more versatile while delivering a consistent, even spread. Go from 

a new, superlight application to heavy, and everything in between.

   NEW HOPPER has 20% greater capacity and the widest opening in the 

industry—you’ll refill faster and spill a lot less when you do.

Whether you use a tow-behind or truck-mount, see why the WideSpin 1550 is the 

new standard in topdressing. Give us a call and we’ll arrange for a head-to-head 

comparison with your current topdresser.

INTRODUCING THE

WIDESPIN
™

 1550.

CALL 1-800-679-8201 for a FREE on-site demonstration, or VISIT WWW.TURFCO.COM
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O
ne of the best things I’ve heard lately about the game of 

golf and our industry is the United States Golf Associa-

tion’s (USGA) program “While We’re Young,” which deals 

with pace of play.  “While We’re Young” is a phrase that 

everyone can understand and relate to. It’s a cool phrase 

that will catch on and be heard on golf courses all over the country. But will 

anyone really take it to heart? I’m guessing most golfers will jokingly say the 

phrase to their playing partners, but will people who are the biggest offend-

ers of slow play really do their part? I certainly hope so.

It’s our responsibility

FROM THE DESK OF A SPEEDY GOLFER

In my opinion, pace of play 

is as important to the game’s  

long-term vitality as just 

about any other issue we face.

Obviously, when we talk 

about the game’s health and 

future, environmental con-

cerns seem to always rise to 

the top of the list of things 

that the industry needs to 

continue to focus on. There is 

no doubt that working toward 

continuous improvement 

and sustainability at golf 

facilities remains extremely 

important. Everyone related 

to managing golf facilities, 

including head pros, vendors, 

manufacturers and those 

running golf tournaments, 

should wake up every day 

thinking about how we as an 

industry can improve on what 

you’re a little closer to the 

green than your partner who 

is on the other side of the fair-

way? Hit your ball and move 

on. Those of us who have 

played golf for many years all 

understand that it’s the small 

things you do on a golf course 

that may only amount to a 

few seconds or minutes here 

and there but in the end save 

a substantial amount of time 

throughout the entire round.

And let’s be honest with 

one another here. Most of 

us could plumb-bob all day 

long and still miss the putt 

on the low side of the hole 

and be short. I personally can 

take six practice swings and 

still hit the ball right, out of 

bounds.

Now, I’m not saying we 

should all run up our golf 

balls, not line up and just take 

a wild swing at it. I’m suggest-

ing we still enjoy the game, 

try to improve along the way 

but do the small things that 

just might take several min-

utes off the time it takes to 

play a round. Believe me, your 

playing partners, the golfers 

behind your group and every-

one on the course will benefit 

if each of us does our part.

While the USGA should 

be proud of its marketing 

folks for capitalizing on the 

very apropos phrase from 

the movie “Caddyshack,” 

I’m hopeful that we all can 

contribute to solving this 

extremely important problem 

golf faces... while we’re young.

Mark Woodward is president of  

Mark Woodward and Associates, 

principal of DaMarCo Golf, CEO 

of MasterStep Golf Group and a 

contributing editor for Golfdom.

we do and the impact our fa-

cilities have on the long-term 

health of golf, our resources 

and our communities.

But as the USGA has come 

to realize, the issue of pace of 

play has now risen to a close 

second behind the environ-

ment in terms of importance. 

Pace of play has long been a 

problem in golf, and there 

have been countless efforts to 

find a solution. Golf facilities 

and golf associations have 

dealt with this issue and tried 

in vain to find something that 

really works.

No matter what magic 

formula those of us who work 

in golf come up with, the 

responsibility for correcting 

the problem of slow play lies 

directly on the shoulders of 

all of us as individual golfers 

who enjoy the best game in 

the world. 

There is no doubt we can 

each reflect on the way we play 

the game. Really and truly, it 

doesn’t matter what level you 

play at, there are ways to speed 

up the process of hitting the 

golf ball. And, I’m not talking 

about doing this occasionally 

throughout the course of play-

ing a round. I’m talking about 

changing your pre-shot rou-

tine, your number of practice 

swings, your plumb-bobbing, 

the number of times you look 

at a putt, playing ready golf 

and so on. 

In the big scheme of things 

in our day-to-day playing 

of the game at our local golf 

courses, who really cares if 

At the Turn

“  It doesn’t matter what level you play 
at, there are ways to speed up the 
process of hitting the golf ball.”

 MARK WOODWARD, Contributing Editor



Chris Deariso
Quail Hollow Club, Charlotte, NC

“The Smithco Star Command Spray 
System saved us major time 
and chemistry at my last course.

So when I moved to Quail Hollow,
my first purchase was
another Star Command.”

3 integrated modules make the hard-to-believe happen.
• Speed no longer matters. Spray from 2 to 10 mph. 
• Never overspray between passes again.
• Save up to 30% on chemicals annually!

The new Smithco Star Command 
System is about to change everything.
And that includes lowering your 
annual chemical costs by up to 30%.
When's the last time you bought a 
product with a return-on-investment 
like this?

The Star Command System controls the on
and off spraying function right at the tip.
Shutoff and back on is instantaneous.

The Capstan® SharpShooter® and the Sharp-
Shooter Electronic Control AUTOMATICALLY
allow an expanded application rate range
from 0.4 to 4.0 gallons per 1,000 sq ft...
and operating speeds from 2 to 10 mph...
at an operator pre-set pressure necessary 
to control drift and provide coverage as 
required. All this is done AUTOMATICALLY
with no nozzle tip changes.

Never overspray. “AS-APPLIED” MAP 
of the application is created by the 
GPS- guided sprayer’s individual nozzles.
Save up to 30% of your chemical budget.
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M
ore than likely, everyone in this business knows about 

Old Tom Morris and is aware of his many contributions 

to golf course design and maintenance and to the game 

of golf in general.  Equally as likely, if the results of my 

highly scientific survey are to be believed, most probably have not heard 

of David Honeyman.

Have you heard of  

David Honeyman?

AND NOW, GREAT MOMENTS IN ASSISTANT HISTORY

I say this with a high de-

gree of confidence due to the 

rigorous nature of the survey 

and the sample size of at least 

four respondents. The intri-

cately designed methodology 

of the survey required me to 

ask my industry colleagues, 

usually in passing or as an 

afterthought, if they’d ever 

heard of Honeyman.  

The surveys were con-

ducted either on the phone 

or in person. It usually went 

something like this:

Me: OK, man. Good talk-

ing to you.

Colleague: Yep, you too.  

Talk to you later.

Me: Oh yeah… meant to 

ask you… have you ever heard 

of David Honeyman?

Colleague: Who?

Me: You know, Old Tom’s 

assistant.

fair to assume that it was, 

at least at times, “followed” 

with a wink and a nod.

Honeyman also played a 

role in the evolution of the 

three golf courses that came 

to compose St. Andrews dur-

ing his tenure. He would’ve 

been, under Old Tom’s direc-

tion, highly involved in the 

maintenance of and changes 

to the Old Course.

According to Malcolm and 

Crabtree, he played an impor-

tant role in the construction 

of the New Course, which 

opened for play in 1895.  

Honeyman also likely 

would’ve been involved in the 

construction of the Jubilee 

Course in 1897 and is widely 

credited with suggesting in 

1902 that it would be possible 

to extend the course from the 

original 12 holes to 18. First 

conceived as a short course 

intended for ladies and begin-

ners, it was extended in 1906 

to ease the pressure on the 

Old and New Courses.  

Honeyman’s untimely 

(and bizarre) death in 1903 

would’ve prevented him from 

seeing the end result. While 

accounts differ, a newspaper 

report from June 1903 states 

that he died after accidentally 

drinking a glass of ammonia.

Morris was clearly the ge-

nius behind establishing St. 

Andrews’ stellar reputation.  

but Honeyman’s renowned 

loyalty, conscientiousness 

and skills as both a golfer and 

greenkeeper were undoubt-

edly invaluable to Old Tom.

Matt Neff (mneff4@yahoo.com) 

is assistant superintendent at 

Wedgewood G&CC in Powell, Ohio.

Colleague: You’re a dork.

Me: I know.

Colleague: Good, don’t 

forget it.

Honeyman served as Old 

Tom’s foreman at St. Andrews 

for nearly 30 years. In today’s 

parlance, he would be the as-

sistant superintendent. How-

ever, Honeyman’s role in the 

evolution and maintenance 

of St. Andrews may not be 

known to many. 

Honeyman was Tom’s 

right-hand man. He likely 

headed up the daily main-

tenance operations for 

extended periods of time, as 

Tom was frequently gone due 

to his design and consulting 

duties around Scotland.

In fact, according to David 

Malcolm and Peter E. Crab-

tree in their excellent book 

Tom Morris of St. Andrews: The 

Collossus of Golf 1821 -1908, 

Tom’s frequent absence was 

blamed for, in the prevail-

ing opinion of the time, 

deteriorating conditions on 

the Old Course. It became a 

source of conflict between 

him and the Green Commit-

tee of The Royal and Ancient. 

As a result, the committee 

ultimately issued an order 

that all course maintenance 

directives were to be given to 

Honeyman to carry out. 

They go on to state that 

while Morris and Honeyman 

were both made aware of and 

agreed to this arrangement, 

the extent to which it was 

honored by the them is debat-

able. Given Morris’ standing 

as the Custodian of the Links 

and Honeyman’s fierce loy-

alty to Old Tom, it’s probably 

Assistant Living

“ Honeyman’s role in the evolution and 
maintenance of St. Andrews may not 
be known to many.” 

  MATT NEFF, assistant superintendent, 
Wedgewood G&CC, Powell, Ohio


