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DWARF BERMUDAGRASS

Over the last 14 years, over 300 courses have had their greens
converted to CHAMPION by Champion Turf Farms

AFFORDABLE

Savings of hundreds of thousands of dollars compared to conventional reconstruction

MINIMAL DOWNTIME

We routinely get-courses back in play in less than 2 months — minimizing the greatest cost of
performing a renovation — loss of play

INCREASED ROUNDS

Most of our clients report significantly increased numbers of rounds/increased revenues after
converting their greens to Champion

AGRONOMICALLY SOUND

We have identified the rootzone properties that work best with the growth habit of Champion
and we test your existing greens to compare against these parameters

GUARANTEED RESULTS

We conduct the necessary evaluations and testing as well as performing every installation
ourselves to ensure your successful outcome

LONG TERM SUCCESS

Greens we installed over 14 years ago have retained their purity and still perform well today

THE BEST PUTTING SURFACE

No other bermudagrass can create the same ball roll as Champion. The growth habit of
Champion combined with the correct system of agronomic management allows you to have
putting surfaces that are second to none.

1-800-463-TURF (8873)

Specializing in
Bermudagrass Greens M www.championturffarms.com

since 1966 TURF FARMS o i e n it




Golfdom adds to storff

Beth Geraci has been named
senior editor of Golfdom, of-
ficially joining the staff on
March 29¢h.

Geraci has worked as a
professional journalist for
more than 15 years, includ-
ing six years as a writer
for the Chicago Tribune.

A graduate of Allegheny College and
Northwestern University’s Medill
School of Journalism, Geraci began her
career as an editor at a newswire service
in Washington, D.C., where she edited
and distributed press releases from the
White House and congressional leaders.
She went on to become the commu-
nity news reporter at the Jackson Hole
Guide newspaper, winning two national
feature writing awards. Her other ex-

perience includes working

as a book editor in Chicago
and as a professor of business
communications at Cleveland
State University.

“Beth has the right combi-
nation of education, experi-
ence and enthusiasm,” Seth
Jones, Golfdom’s editor-in-
chief, says. “I'm excited for her to get out
and meet this fantastic industry. I know
Golfdom’s readers are going to enjoy
working with Beth as much as I do.”

“I’'m excited about joining the Questex
Media team as senior editor of Golfdom,”
Geraci says. “I'm looking forward to
working with everybody and making my
own contributions to the company.”

Geraci can be reached at 216-706-
3756 or bgeraci@questex.com. B

Mailbox

To the people at Golfdom,

Thank you for the publication of
the quote from Judy Rankin’s
GIS keynote, regarding golf de-
sign and the importance of nine
hole courses to the game. She
caught both the prejudice to-
ward nine hole courses and the
benefit of them in a busy world.
We hope that we can continue
to do the industry proud with our
management/maintenance prac-
tices and commitment to the
spirit and growth of the game.

Sincerely,

Mark W. Renner
President, Argument Golf Course
New Glarus, Wis.
www.argumentgolf.com

PHOTO BY: DAN JACOBS

12 Golfdom April 2011




Speed and

For use on:

——

Katan

a® Turf Herbicide

precision - that is what the

ancient Samurai expected from their katana
swords. Katana cuts through weeds fast. And
Poa annua, the bane of the superintendent’s
existence, is no exception.

For spring use, combine Katana with urea nitrogen
46-0-0 — excellent control, lower rates and faster
visual results.* — even in cooler temperatures.

Bermudagrass, Zoysiagrass, Centipedegrass

KEEP DUIT F AEACH OF GHILDRES

CAUTION

It's Sharp! It's Fast! It's Katana!

Poa | Clumpy Ryegrass | Fescues
Kyllingas | Sedges | Broadleaf Weeds

G

pbi /cordon
corporRation

An Emplovee-Chened Company
ISHIHARATSANGYORKAISHATLTDY

Katana is a registered trademark of ISK Biosciences Corp.

800.821.7925

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS *See Poa control at pbigordon.com/katana

*Not labeled for residential turf. Pending California registration. 01171



ADVERTORIAL

Hole -
of the
Month

Located upon the sacred grounds of the Mississippi

Band of Choctaw Indians, The Azaleas Course at Danc-
ing Rabbit Golf Club is one of the finest examples of
southern beauty golf has ever seen. -

Designed by Tom Fazio and Jerry Pate, \
two of the golf world's most distinguished
course visionaries, The Azaleas is the stuff \
of legend. Soon after opening, Golf Digest ‘
placed The Azaleas on its list of “Top 10
New Upscale Public Golf Courses,” and later
named it one of “America’s 100 Greatest Pub-
lic Courses.” Golf Magazine called the Azaleas
“The Augusta You Can Play,” and the publi-
cation’s former Senior Editor, Brian McCallen,
declared it Mississippi's, “Greatest asset since
Elvis came of age in nearby Tupelo.”

The Azaleas features four Par 3s, none
tougher than Hole #13. At 206 yards, it's a solid
test of a golfer's long iron abilities. Described
as “visually intimidating,” Hole #13 challenges
players with a front bunker that can wreak plenty
of havoc on a scorecard. Adding to the course's repute,
Golf.com described Hole #13 as a “color copy of Au-
gusta’s 6th — a downhill Par 3 with double-tiered greens
and a front bunker.”

Josh Quinn, Superintendent for Dancing Rabbit Golf
Club, uses Echelon® herbicide to keep The Azaleas
looking worthy of its outstanding reputation. “With Ech-
elon, | love that | can get both pre and postemergence
control of my four most problematic weeds: Poa annua,
crabgrass, sedges and kyllinga.”

And because it does so much in a single application,
Quinn knows he can rely on the power of Echelon each and
every year. | definitely feel like I'm killing two birds with one
stone when | use Echelon as a fall application. I'm able to
eliminate sedges and kyllinga for the final time and prevent
winter annuals like Poa annua, all with one application.”

HOLE NO.

To learn more about
Echelon herbicide, visit
www.fmcprosolutions.com.
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HOLE STATS
Distance: 206 yards, Par 3

THE TURF
Greens: Penn A-4 Bentgrass
Fairways: 419 Bermudagrass
Tees: MS Choice Bermudagrass

Scan this tag with the Microsoft GOLFDOM'’S HOLE OF THE MONTH IS MADE POSSIBLE BY:
Tag Reader app on your

smartphone to nominate your

course for Hole of the Month.

Need the mobile app?
Get it free at http://gettag.mobi
www.golfdom.com Golfdom 15




Il OPINION

e have a Ticked Off col-
umn in our local paper
where folks vent about
things that tick them
off. Sometimes people
sound off on trivial mat-

ters. Other times, they opine about larger issues
where protocols are ignored and special interests
trample common sense and fairness. Into this
milieu we plunge, because I'm ticked off.

I'm ticked off that 99 percent of the media
stories about water quality lately seem to auto-
matically cite runoft from fertilizer applications
as one of the leading causes of the slimy, toxic,
suffocating algae blooms fouling our rivers, lakes
and bays.

Where’s the proof? I'm ticked off because I
doubt many reporters or editors have really done
much research on nutrient runoff from healthy
turfgrass under proper management. They sim-
ply print the rhetoric of the activist groups so
often that the public assumes it’s true.

As a result, emotionally charged local ordi-
nances banning the use of fertilizers during the
rainy season (which just also happens to be a plant
or lawn’s primary growing season) have sprung up
around the country — especially in Florida.

The University of Florida recently did a litera-
ture search on the fate of fertilizers and the im-
pact of fertilizer bans. Over 140 study citations
showed what most of us in the industry already
know — that there is very little nutrient loss by
runoff or leaching from healthy turf.

When turf gets thin and undernourished, or
if people apply fertilizers too early in the spring
or too late in the fall, the chances of nutrient loss
are in fact greater than when fertilizer is applied
to healthy turf. Thus the unintended but proven
consequences of fertilizer bans can actually result
in more pollution. Those facts are generally not
broadcast by the media. I'm ticked off because
if you stand up for sound science, the op-ed
columnists call your groups heretics in favor of
continuing “the pollution.”

When activists are called on to supply their
peer-reviewed science to justify fertlizer bans, they
instead crank up the rhetoric another notch and
claim our science is tainted and our land grant
university scientists are colluding with agriculture
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Crank Up
the Rhetoric

.

WHEN ACTIVISTS
ARE CALLED ON
TO SUPPLY THEIR

PEER-REVIEWED
SCIENCE TO JUS-
TIFY FERTILIZER
BANS, THEY CRANK
UP THE RHETORIC.

interests and fertilizer manufacturers. If industry
sponsorships and professional association dona-
tions don’t help fund turf research into the most
effective and safest products and methods, who or
what will? [t won’t be the so-called environmen-
talists, whose real agenda s to stifle growth and
raise money with their doomsday messaging.

Fertilizer use is being so savagely and un-
scientifically targeted because there is seldom a
single unified voice of opposition; it’s the old
divide-and-conquer scenario. I must admi, in
most of the city and county ordinances so far,
golf courses have not been subjected to bans but
are directed to follow sound agronomic practices
contained in our Florida Golf BMP manual.

That was the case until recently, when all
three proposed drafts of a new county ordinance
contained an exemption for agriculture but
banned nitrogen and phosphorus use on all
turfgrass from June through September. How
would golf courses grow in those newly reno-
vated greens installed in the summer “growing
season” if people couldn’t fertilize them?

According to a county staffer, activists were
showing up in large numbers at advisory council
meetings and bombarding them with demands.
Activists have the time and the money to wage
these wars, while we depend on volunteers to take
time off to represent science and common sense
at these meetings.

The BMP language is still not officially in the
final draft ordinance as I write this, but it was
looking more hopeful; the Everglades chapter
superintendents have been meeting with county
staff and commissioners and attending advisory
council meetings, bringing the scientific evi-
dence and real world practices to their attention.

Certified Superintendent Joel Jackson is executive
director of the Florida GCSA.



A PRE-EME}
LIKE NO (

(innovative)

Specticle™ herbicide is here. And bringing a new standard for
pre-emergent grass and broadleaf weed control in turfgrass.

New Specticle herbicide is here to provide you superior control of crabgrass, goosegrass
and 75 other troublesome grasses and broadleaf weeds. With its unique mode of action,
Specticle offers unsurpassed residual control with no known resistance issues.

Plus, Specticle’s innovative chemistry uses up to 40 times less active ingredient resulting
in a lower impact to the environment. When it comes to superior control, other products
just don’t compare. Get ready to achieve more while applying less with Specticle.

For more information, visit www.BackedbyBayer.com/Specticle SPECT( i) CLE

Bayer Environmental Science Apply less. Achieve more

yBayer.com. Specticle is a



@ THE DOCTOR IS IN THE HOUSE

itrogen, the fuel that drives
turfgrass growth and develop-
ment, is a critical component
of golf course management
programs. A major envi-
ronmental concern with
nitrogen is the potential for nitrate pollution to
ground water and surrounding bodies of water.
Government/community proposals are being
considered and in some cases implemented that
restrict the amount of and when nitrogen can
be applied. Given such limitations, can we use
the technology we have to build a nitrogen pro-
gram for the long haul?

Many common fertilizer products contain a
quick release nitrogen source (for example, urea)
and a slow release component. Within these fer-
tilizers often the proportion of slow release is 30
to 50 percent. It is the slow release component
and associated release characteristics that may
provide a critical baseline for a fertilizer program
under mandated restrictions.

Ovutside of organics, one of the oldest slow
release technologies is Ureaform (UF) — the
reaction of urea with formaldehyde. The reac-
tion gives rise to methylene ureas that vary in
chain length. The longer the methylene urea
chain, the longer it takes for the nitrogen to be
released. Various chains of methylene ureas are
created when UF fertilizers are produced. The
release characteristics are broken down into
three classifications based on solubility in cold
and hot water.

The cold water soluble nitrogen (CWSN)
fraction has a high solubility. The nitrogen con-
sists of free urea and short chain methylene ureas
(methylene diurea and dimethylene triurea).
Release characteristic of this fraction is rapid and
similar to quick release sources.

The cold water insoluble nitrogen (CWIN)
is intermediate in release. The nitrogen fraction
within this group contains intermediate length
methylene ureas (trimethylene tetraurea and tet-
ramethylene pentaurea). Nitrogen release is over
a period of several weeks.

The hot water insoluble nitrogen (HWIN)
is composed of long chain methylene ureas
(pentamethylene hexaurea and longer chains)
that release nitrogen over a long period
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Something New,
Something Old

BY KARL DANNEBERGER

CAN WE USE THE
TECHNOLOGY WE
HAVE TO BUILD

A NITROGEN
PROGRAM FOR
THE LONG HAUL?

(months to years). Because of its extremely
slow release characteristics, a large percentage
of this fraction is undesirable in most fertil-
izer programs. On many fertilizer bags the
WIN (Water Insoluble Nitrogen) percentage
is a combination of the CWIN and HWIN.
Commonly, an effective UF-type fertilizer
should have an activity index (AI) value greater
than 40. A value less than 40 reflects a high
percentage of HWIN.

Since UF fertilizers are dependent on soil mi-
crobial activity to break the chains, temperature
is important in release. Microbial activity usually
occurs at soil temperatures above 50° F, and as
temperatures rise activity increases. One of the
reasons urea is needed with WIN is to provide
an initial response, especially in cool spring tem-
peratures.

Returning to nitrogen restrictions, is there a
benefit to applications of WIN products with
an Al of less than 40? If we build our soil/root-
zone levels up with long chain methylene ureas
(HWIN) do we build a potential nitrogen soil
bank that will be released continually under
optimum growing conditions for years? Do we,
over time, develop a baseline release that applica-
tions of quick release forms now become supple-
mental in nature?

I don’t know the answer to these questions,
but looking back to the 1980s we saw superin-
tendents slash nitrogen rates — in some cases
below one pound per 1,000 square feet per
year — for several years with no detrimental ef-
fect on turf quality. I wonder how much of the
“nitrogen reduction” was buffered by decades of
applying UF fertilizers.

Karl Danneberger, Ph.D., Golfdoms science editor
and a turfgrass professor from The Obio State Uni-
versity, can be reached ar danneberger. 1 @osu.edu.



November 13-15, 2011
f Pinehurst Resort
J Village of Pinehurst, NC

Summit for Superintendents

The FIRST invitation-only, highly focused forum bringing together
superintendents, suppliers and dealers of products u
operation and design of golf cour :

-

Visit www.golfdomsummit.com for s

s

=

Scan QR Code
with your mobile
to qualify for
Golfdom Summit
today

-
—— T ,

Pinehurst Resort is a luxury golf resort and National Historic Landmark that features one of America’s greatest m L STB
golf courses, Pinehurst No. 2. Nestled in the sand hills of North Carolina, Pinehurst Resort boasts eight pristine NEHUR
courses designed by such legends as Donald Ross, Rees Jones and Tom Fazio. The most famous is Pinehurst 1 8 9 5
No. 2, which has hosted several major championships. In 2014 Pinehurst No. 2 will host the U.S. Open and U.S.
Women’s Open in consecutive weeks. Become part of history and come experience Southern hospitality and
charm that defines Pinehurst Resort.

*Photos used with permission from Pinehurst, LLC. Images of the golf holes, the PutterBoy® logo and the Carolina hotel are trademarks of Pinehurst, LLC.



The Reinvention

WGGDWA

In this industry exclusive, When Mark Woodward
Mark Woodward, former pulls up in his white
CEO of the GCSAA, talks company truck, I need a
for the first time about double-take to confirm
his resignation from the that this really is him.

association, his new He looks a lot differ-
position with Landscapes ent from the last time
Unlimited and his 13 I saw him back in June
painful days in the hospital. of 2010. He’s about 40

pounds skinnier, the re-
sult of a dedication to the P90X workout craze. He has a new
goatee, something he grew for the heck of it while he was
unemployed. And in general, he’s faster with a smile.
Woodward leads me into his Scottsdale, Ariz., office and
we sit down. He just left a USGA meeting and seems ex-
cited to be back in the golf game. He talks about the new
dog he and his wife just bought (a cross between a golden
retriever and a poodle known as a goldendoodle) and about
how good it s to be back near his family and grandchildren.
I ask him if he’s ready to begin, and then I push record.

Continued on page 22
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