
If You Are Looking at a Fairway Mower... 
Start from the Ground Up. 

Apes Hill Club-St. James, Barbados 

"We haven't had to grind 

v - J y - U C ' • 

• J i i i 
like the new angles, the reels 

perform beautifully." 
BUI B e r s t , Char les T . Myers G o l f C o u r s e 

Now the legendary Jacobsen Classic XP'V Reels feature Advanced Relief 
Technology ' (ART). ART provides increased durability, reduced w e a r and 
e x t e n d e d life. Users get up to three times more spin grinds with this aggressive 
new reel design. They feature the ultimate standard in precision with tighter tolerances, 
milking them the next evolution in performance. Experience the Jacobsen difference today. 

'Same high quality but lasts longer / 
Albert S i z e m o r e , B a y Hill Club a n d L o d g e 

The Jacobsen® Difference. 
For almost 90 years, Jacobsen has 
manufactured the most advanced, precision-
engineered reels in the world. Reels that hold their 
adjustment and provide a superior quality o f cut day in and clay out. 

For more information about our full line o f lightweight 
fairway mowers call 1 .888.922.turf or visit www.jacobsen.com 

T h e O f f i c i a l Turf E q u i p m e n t Supp l i e r t o The PGA o f A m e r i c a a n d 
T h e Exclus ive Turf E q u i p m e n t S i p p l i e r t o P G A G o l f Propert ies. 

- © J a n u a r y 2 0 0 9 , J a c o b s e n , A T e x t r o n C o m p a n y : 
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When Performance M a t t e r s . ™ 
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M i n i n g f o r M o l e c u l e s 

Continued from page 20 
Maravich says Arysta is concentrat-

ing on discovering products to "reduce 
the load o f active ingredient applied to 
the ground, but not hindering the per-
formance o f the product . " Like Bayer, 
Arysta is focusing on herbicides in the 
short term, and Maravich says the com-
pany is working on a product for Poa 
annua control. 

Even though Raleigh, N . C . - b a s e d 
Quali-Pro focuses on post-patent chem-
istry, Russ Mitchel l says the c o m p a n y 
plans to introduce patented chemistries 
in the future. B u t Mi tche l l , the c o m -
pany's product and marketing director, 
expects fewer pesticides to be introduced 
in the next five to 10 years than in the 
past. Mitchel l expects fewer pesticides 
because "we have a pretty good arsenal 
o f quality products to take care o f about 
everything." T h a t said, Mitchell predicts 
superintendents could one day soon see 
a glyphosate-resistant bentgrass. 

Bucci says BASF is researching prod-
ucts "outside traditional plant protection 
compounds or traditional pesticides." 

" W e ' r e looking for p r o d u c t s that 
are targeted and will not affect 
nontarget organisms," she 
adds. 

Welge says Bayer is 
also committed to tra-
ditional and nontradi-
tional research. 

" W e ' l l c o n t i n u e 
discovering synthet i c 
p r o d u c t s a n d b r i n g -
ing them to m a r k e t , " 
W e l g e says . " T h e s e 
n e w e r p r o d u c t s will 
have lower use rates and 
less impact on the envi-
ronment. W e will also invest and focus 
on alternative-control solutions. T h i s 
could be more biological or something 
that's nonsynthetic in nature." 

Ravel says Syngenta is also consider-
ing nontraditional products. 

M o s t all pest ic ide m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
aim to develop active ingredients that 

S c o t t W e l g e says Bayer is 
concentrating on herbicide 
development in the short term. 

T o n i B u c c i says BASF is 
researching products outside 
tradit ional pesticides. 

are less toxic and have 
m o r e f a v o r a b l e e n -
v i r o n m e n t a l prof i les 
w i t h o u t s a c r i f i c i n g 
performance. D u P o n t 
has i n t r o d u c e d t w o 
new insecticides with 
reduced-r isk c lassi f i -
c a t i o n s by the E n v i -
ronmental Protect ion Agency. A new 
herbicide that exhibits the criteria for a 
reduced-risk product is on the way. Re-
duced risk not only means the pesticides 
are virtually nontoxic on birds, fish and 
aquatic life, it also means they made it 
to market faster. 

Urbanowski says D o w is "clearly fo-
cused" on developing and releasing new 
products with the reduced-risk classifi-
cation as it is with penoxsulam this year. 
" I t ' s a ca tegory for registering active 
ingredients with better environmental 
profiles," says Urbanowski, noting that 
D o w has four such products available to 
the green industry. 

M i t c h e l l says the t rend is toward 
"rif le-shot type products with narrow 
spectrums and low application rates o f 

active ingredients" — with no 
talk offish and bird kill po-

tential on the products ' 
labels, of course. 

Mitchell goes to bat 
for s o m e of the vet-
eran pesticides, saying 
they're safe as long as 

they're used according 
to label. F o r instance, 
Mi tche l l calls ch loro-
thalinil the industry's 
"lifeblood fungicide." 

"Everybody who has 
a stake in that product 

is trying to make sure we have it for the 
next 50 years," he adds. 

T h e industry still needs a few broad-
spectrum products that aren't as prone 
to resistance as some o f the newer chem-
istries, Mitchell contends. 

" W e need to steward the old prod-
ucts to make sure they're around as long 

as possible," Mitchell 
says. " A n d s u p e r i n -

tendents must do their 
parts and not put down 
more product than they 
need to put down." 

I t ' s p o s s i b l e f o r 
companies to discover 
and b r i n g to m a r k e t 

more broad-spectrum control products 
that are environmentally safer? " C o m -
panies would relish the opportunity to 
do that," Silcox says. 

But he questions whether such prod-
ucts could be env i ronmenta l ly safer. 
" Then again, when I was a graduate 
student 2 5 years ago I don ' t think we 
could have envisioned Acelepryn," he 
says o f the company's new reduced-risk 
insecticide for white grub control . " S o 
somet ime in the next 2 5 years, there's 
probably going to be a fungicide devel-
oped that fits that description." 

T h r o u g h it all — meeting superin-
tendents' needs, developing new modes 
o f action and introducing environmen-
tally sound products — chemical com-
panies realize they must be efficient in 
the process so as to not waste t ime and 
money. 

Bucci says manufacturers have be-
c o m e efficient during the active ingre-
dient screening process. For instance, 
manufacturers screen early for an active 
ingredient's ecotoxicity issues. 

" W e do that n o w to make sure we 
don' t spend a lot o f t ime and money on 
an active ingredient that may never pass 
through EPA later," she says. 

S i l c o x says D u P o n t takes a two-
pronged approach to develop a new 
c o m p o u n d , focusing on performance 
and toxicology. T h e proficient approach 
enables the company to develop a com-
pound and br ing it to market faster, 
which means the product will have a 
longer shelf life under patent. 

That could equal more revenue. And 
additional revenue allows companies to 
keep on keeping on, even through the 
most tumultuous o f times. • 



A l w a y s r e a d a n d f o l l o w l a b e l d i r e c t i o n s . 
D r i v e i s a r e g i s t e r e d t r a d e m a r k o f B A S F . © 2 0 0 9 B A S F C o r p o r a t i o n . A l l r i g h t s r e s e r v e d . 

Y o u ' v e g o t e n o u g h t h i n g s t o w o r r y a b o u t . B u t w i t h Dr ive® X L R 8 
h e r b i c i d e , r a i n i s n ' t o n e of t h e m . O u r n e w l i q u i d f o r m u l a t i o n 
i s r a i n f a s t in j u s t 3 0 m i n u t e s . A n d a s i n g l e a p p l i c a t i o n q u i c k l y 
c o n t r o l s a b r o a d s p e c t r u m of b r o a d l e a f a n d g r a s s y w e e d s — 
f r o m c r a b g r a s s a n d f o x t a i l t o c l o v e r a n d d a n d e l i o n — e v e n 
a t l o w u s e r a t e s p e r 1 , 0 0 0 s q u a r e f e e t . Le t i t r a i n . Y o u ' v e 
g o t D r i v e X L R 8 . 

T h e C h e m i c a l C o m p a n y bet ter tur f .com | 8 0 0 - 5 4 5 - 9 5 2 5 





How can a product that's so tough on grubs 

be so gentle at the same time? 

It's a little miracle we call Acelepryn." 

DuPont" 
Acelepryn' 
I N S E C T I C I D E 

N e a r l y 5 0 0 i n d e p e n d e n t u n i v e r s i t y t r i a l s p r o v e i t : D u P o n t " ' A c e l e p r y n " i n s e c t i c i d e 

d e l i v e r s e x c e l l e n t c o n t r o l o f t h e 1 0 t o u g h e s t g r u b s , p l u s o t h e r k e y p e s t s , i n a s 

l i t t l e a s o n e a p p l i c a t i o n — a n d a t t h e l o w e s t a p p l i c a t i o n r a t e e v e r u t i l i z e d f o r w h i t e 

g r u b c o n t r o l . N o o t h e r g r u b p r o d u c t c a n m a t c h t h e o u t s t a n d i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
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The miracles of science 
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W h i l e m a n y s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s d i d n ' t 
t r a v e l t o T h e B ig E a s y b e c a u s e 

" o f m y c o u r s e ' s f i n a n c i a l c u t b a c k s , " It W a s on 
W i t h the S h o w in 

By L a r r y A y l w a r d , C u r t H a r l e r a n d 

D a n i e l J a c o b s G O L F D O M S T A F F 

he most com-
m o n q u e s t i o n 
coming out o f peo-
ple 's m o u t h s d u r i n g 
the G o l f Industry S h o w 
last m o n t h in N e w Or leans 

was not, " W h a t exotic Cajun dish did you have for 
dinner last night?" (although the inquiry was a close 
second). T h e most c o m m o n question was, " W h a t do you 
think is the show's attendance? 

Everybody knew at tendance was down, what with the 
c rummy economy. And attendance is always down in host 
cities other than Orlando (who wants to bring the kiddies to 
T h e Big Easy?) In the end, attendance was a tad over 17 ,000 , 
down from almost 2 6 , 0 0 0 the year before in Orlando. Quali-
fied buyers were also down more than 3 , 0 0 0 . 

I f there's any good news from these numbers , it's they 
were expected by many. A recent Golfdom survey reflects that. 
W e asked about 125 superintendents: W h y they did or didn't 
go to the G o l f Industry S h o w this year? Fifty-six percent 
responded they didn't attend because " o f my course's finan-
cial cutbacks." Wow! 

Incidentally, 4 percent o f superintendents said they paid 
their own way to New Orleans. 

Continued on page 28 



N O N - S T A B I L I Z E D N I T R O G E N 

S T A B I L I Z E D N I T R O G E N 

W A I T N O L O N G E R F O R A B E T T E R N I T R O G E N S O U R C E 
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Continued from page 26 
Attendance aside, there is plenty o f news 

to report from the show. Whi le we'd need 
a book the size o f C h e f Paul Prudhomme's 
c o o k b o o k (did you happen to eat at his 
restaurant K-Paul's Louisiana Kitchen?) to 
report it all, we'll do our best to report some 
o f the happenings. Paul Azinger 

scribbled notes 
for his speech on 
ruff led paper. 

A Z i n g e r o f a S to ry 
Paul A z i n g e r , w h o del ivered t h e key-
note address during the opening session, 
reflected on his relationship with Mark Wilson, certified su-
perintendent of Valhalla Gol f Club, where Azinger captained 
the U.S . Ryder C u p team to a win last fall. 

" M a r k and I became friends immediately," Azinger told 

members o f the media about the 
well-liked Wilson, who has been 
Valhalla's superintendent for 2 0 
years. Azinger said he told Wilson 
he wanted to set up Valhalla to 
give the U.S . team an advantage, 
much like the E u r o p e a n teams 

have set up their home courses over the years. 

T h e n Azinger told this story in his best Wilson voice about 
satisfying a request from Ryder C u p team member and well-
known big hitter J . B. Holmes. It all started during a practice 
round when Assistant Captain Olin Browne called Azinger on 
the radio. Here's how it went, according to Azinger: 

Browne: "Zinger, I 'm standing by this tree on 16. It's like 
3 0 0 yards off the tee. There 's a tree limb up about 3 0 feet in 

Continued on page 30 

Looking For Answers ... In the Moment 
S e m i n a r s p e a k e r w i l l n e v e r f o r g e t t h i s e d u c a t i o n s e s s i o n 
B y C h r i s t o p h e r S . G r a y S r . 

I' m n o t r e a l l y s u r e w h y i t h a p p e n e d , b u t 

f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n m a n y y e a r s o f s p e a k -

i n g a t t h e G o l f I n d u s t r y S h o w , t h e r e w a s 

a n u n c o m m o n l y l a r g e a m o u n t o f a u d i e n c e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e e d u c a t i o n s e s s i o n , " I n t h e 

M o m e n t . . . T h e S t a t e o f P u b l i c G o l f . " A n d 

t o b e a b s o l u t e l y h o n e s t i t w a s r e f r e s h i n g l y 

w o n d e r f u l t o b e a p a r t o f a n o p e n a n d h o n -

e s t e x c h a n g e o f i d e a s a n d s t o r i e s . 

P e r h a p s t h e e c o n o m i c s t r u g g l e s h a v e h i t 

h o m e s o h a r d t h a t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s a n d o w n -

e r s a l i k e f e e l t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g n e e d t o s h a r e 

i d e a s a n d p r o b l e m s i n o r d e r t o s e e w h a t o t h -

e r s a r e d o i n g s i m p l y t o s u r v i v e t h i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

d i f f i c u l t r e c e s s i o n . A b o u t 1 0 0 a t t e n d e e s 

p a s s e d o n t h e n e w l y o p e n e d t r a d e s h o w t o 

a t t e n d t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s e s s i o n i n h o p e s o f f i n d -

i n g s o m e p r a c t i c a l m e t h o d s a n d i d e a s i n c o s t -

s a v i n g p r o g r a m s a s w e l l a s s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g 

w a y s t o a t t r a c t n e w g o l f e r s w h i l e r e t a i n i n g t h e 

o n e s t h e y a l r e a d y h a v e . O r m a y b e t h e y j u s t 

w a n t e d t o s h a r e t h e i r p r o b l e m s . 

I n a l l , t h e s e s s i o n p r o v e d t o b e a n 

e m o t i o n a l i n t e r a c t i o n , n o t o n l y b e t w e e n 

t h e s p e a k e r s a n d t h e a u d i e n c e , b u t a l s o 

a m o n g s t t h e a u d i e n c e t h e m s e l v e s . 

I s t a r t e d t h e s e s s i o n w i t h m y p r e s e n t a -

t i o n , " C r e a t i v e a n d A f f o r d a b l e E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

S t e w a r d s h i p P r o g r a m s . " W h i l e o u t l i n i n g t h e 

m u l t i p l e p r o g r a m s t h a t h a v e s a v e d m y f a c i l -

i t y t h o u s a n d s o f d o l l a r s , I w a s r e p e a t e d l y 

s t o p p e d b y a u d i e n c e m e m b e r s a s k i n g m o r e 

d e t a i l e d q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e p r o g r a m s s u c h 

a s h o w t o g e t s t a r t e d , w h a t i s t h e r e t u r n o n 

t h e i n v e s t m e n t a n d w h a t t a x c r e d i t s m i g h t 

b e a v a i l a b l e f o r c e r t a i n p r o g r a m s . F o r m e , 

t h i s w a s a f i r s t I h a d n e v e r h a d a n y o n e a s k 

q u e s t i o n s d u r i n g m y p r e s e n t a t i o n . U n l i k e 

y e a r s p a s t , t h i s a u d i e n c e w a s t r u l y i n t o t h e 

r e a l a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f t h e s e p r o g r a m s t o t h e i r 

c o u r s e s a n d w a n t e d t o l e a r n e v e r y t h i n g t h e y 

c o u l d a b o u t t h e m - a n d i n m u c h m o r e d e t a i l 

t h a n I h a d e v e r a n t i c i p a t e d f o r a 2 5 - m i n u t e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

I i n f o r m e d e v e r y o n e t h a t I w o u l d m a k e m y -

s e l f a v a i l a b l e a f t e r t h e s e s s i o n t o a n s w e r m o r e 

s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s . If I h a d n ' t I c o u l d h a v e e a s -

i ly t a k e n u p t h e e n t i r e h o u r a n d a h a l f . 

W h e n I f i n i s h e d , B r i a n Z i m m e r m a n f r o m 

t h e W i s c o n s i n P a r k s D e p a r t m e n t t o o k o v e r 

a n d s p o k e o n a v a r i e t y o f s u c c e s s f u l r e v -

e n u e - d r i v e n p r o g r a m s . T h e a u d i e n c e a g a i n 

a p p e a r e d t o h a n g o n e v e r y p r o g r a m Z i m -

m e r m a n i n t r o d u c e d a n d h a n d s s h o t i n t o t h e 

a i r f o r a c h a n c e t o a s k s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s o n 

e a c h o f t h e m . It w a s s i m p l y r e m a r k a b l e h o w 

i n t e r e s t e d t h e a u d i e n c e w a s t o l e a r n o f n e w 

w a y t o a t t r a c t m o r e g o l f e r s t o t h e i r f a c i l i t i e s . 

A f t e r Z i m m e r m a n ' s t a l k , t h e m o d e r a t o r 

o p e n e d c o m m e n t s a n d q u e s t i o n s t o t h e 

a u d i e n c e b y a s k i n g , " W h a t i s t h e s t a t e o f 

p u b l i c g o l f r i g h t n o w ? " T h e q u e s t i o n s t r u c k 

a n e r v e . A t t e n d e e s b e g a n s h a r i n g s p e c i f i c 

p r o b l e m s , s u c h a s d e a l i n g w i t h s h r i n k i n g 

b u d g e t s a n d r e d u c e d p l a y , l a y i n g o f f a s -

s i s t a n t s , a n d h o w t o s u r v i v e t h e u p c o m i n g 

s e a s o n . T h e l i s t w e n t o n a n d o n . 

T o m e , t h e f e e l i n g o f t h e r o o m w a s m o r e 

o f a s u p p o r t g r o u p t h a n a n e d u c a t i o n s e s -

s i o n . W h e n s o m e o n e f i n i s h e d t e l l i n g a s t o r y , 

h e a c t u a l l y h a d a l o o k o f r e l i e f o n h i s f a c e . 

I t ' s a s e n s a t i o n I ' ve n e v e r e x p e r i e n c e d b e f o r e 

i n a n e d u c a t i o n s e s s i o n . 

W h e n t h e s e m i n a r r e a c h e d i t s t i m e l i m i t 

t h e r e w a s a p p l a u s e - n o t s o m u c h f o r Z i m -

m e r m a n a n d m e , b u t m o r e f o r e v e r y o n e 

w h o p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e o p e n d i s c u s s i o n a n d 

s h a r e d a s m a l l p a r t o f t h e m s e l v e s f o r w h i c h 

w e a l l e m p h a s i z e d a n d f e l t c o m -

p a s s i o n . I n t h e e n d , t h i s w a s 

a n e d u c a t i o n s e s s i o n t h a t I, 

a s a s p e a k e r , l e a r n e d m o r e 

f r o m t h e a u d i e n c e t h a n t h e 

a u d i e n c e l e a r n e d f r o m m e . 

Gray, general manager and 

superintendent of the Marvel 

Golf Club in Benton, Ky., is a 

G o l f d o m contributing editor. 
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No, You Can't Grow Grass 
in the Dark. 

working on it. 
• 

N e v e r c h o o s e b e t w e e n t r e e s a n d y o u r n e e d f o r d e n s e , c o n s i s t e n t , 
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Some Heads You Want... 

On W i t h t h e S h o w 

Continued from page 28 
the tree that J . B . ' s worried about giving him some trouble?" 

Azinger: What !? W e can' t even reach that tree, and this 
dude is worried about a limb that's 3 0 feet up in that tree." 

Browne: Yeah. 
Azinger: All right. 

(Azinger waits about 15 minutes and calls Wilson on his 
radio to talk about the tree.) 

Wilson: Hello? 

Azinger: Hey Mark, this is Zinger. 
Wilson: Hey Zinger. 

Azinger: Buddy, I got one more favor to ask. 
Wilson: Whatcha got? 

Azinger: There ' s a tree l imb that J . B . thinks might give 
him problems, and . . . 

Wi lson : Hey Zinger , I already got a guy up in that tree 
cutting that l imb down. 

Azinger: Mark you are the best! I'll talk to you later. 
Wilson: Hey Zinger, don't hang up. 
Azinger: W h a t is it? 
Wilson: That J . B . is spoiled, ain't he? 

Player 's Passion 
Walt Norley picked the right person in world-
renowned golfer Gary Player to act as a 
spokesperson for his c o m p a n y . Ad-
vanced Sensor Technology (AST) , 




