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You've got enough to worry about. But wi th Emerald® fung i c i de , 
dollar spot isn't one of them. A unique mode of action helps Emera ld 
effectively control dollar spot that has developed a resistance to other 
fungicides — even at low use rates. So put Emera ld in your rotation or 
tank mix. And don't worry. Be happy. 
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Off The Fringe 
Expanding 
Their Horizons 
STATE GRANT W I L L ENABLE 
A N D E R S O N S TO PURSUE N E W 
TECHNOLOGY FOR TURFGRASS 
AND AGRICULTURE 

By Lar ry A y l w a r d , Ed i t o r - i n -Ch ie f 

Chuck Anderson felt like he was 
back in college cramming all 
night for a final exam. Only this 

time, Anderson and some o f his col-
leagues from T h e Andersons, the Mau-
mee, Ohio-based agribusiness company, 
were cramming to ready a proposal for 
a chance to receive $5 million in grants 
from the state of Ohio. 

"Actually, it was like cramming four 
years o f college into six weeks," says An-
derson, the company's director o f techni-
cal services and marketing development, 
adding that it took a team o f 12 people 
working intently for a month and a half 
to complete the proposal. " T h e night 
before it was due, some people worked 
all night to finish it." 

All the hard work paid o f f . I^ist sum-
mer, The Andersons announced that a 
collaborative team it led will receive $5 
million in grants from the Ohio Third 
Frontier Commission, a state project 
whose goal is to expand Ohio's high-tech 
research capabilities and promote in-
novation and company formation. T h e 
Andersons said it received the grants for 
the development and commercialization 
o f advanced granules and other emerg-
ing technologies to provide solutions for 
the economic health and environmental 
concerns o f the green industry and the 
agriculture industry. 

T h e Andersons granular technology 
includes Contcc D C in the golf indus-
try, which is marketed by the company's 
turf and specialty group, Andersons 
G o l f Products. T h e grant enables T h e 
Andersons to accelerate its research in 

extending this proprietary technology 
to agriculture applications, according to 
Tom Waggoner, president o f T h e An-

dersons T u r f & Specialty Group. 

Waggoner is excited the company 
received the grant because it means the 
state believes T h e Andersons can create 
products that can have a positive impact. 

" W e look at our business as a qual-
ity-of-life industry," Waggoner said. 
" H o w much better docs it get than to 
help make the world green? How much 
better docs it get than having a hand in 
creating an environment for kids and 
adults who can go outside and feel good 
about what they're in?" 

Waggoner said the world's current 
emphasis on environmental sustainabil-
ity plays into the green industry's hands. 
Turfgrass has plenty to do with quality 
o f life when you consider recreational 
activities such as golf, he added. 

Other members o f the collabora-
tive team are: T h e Ohio Agricultural 
Research and Development Center 
( O A R D C ) , the nation's largest ag-
bioscicnccs center; Syngcnta Crop 
Protection; P S B Co., an Ohio-based 
manufacturer o f granule applicators; 
National Lime and Stone Co., an Ohio-
based limestone supplier and granulator 
of advanced soil-dispersing granules; and 
Ohio Bio-products Innovation Center 
( O B I C ) , a state group thats fosters in-
dustry and academic collaboration. 

In December o f 2 0 0 7 , the last 
thing on Chuck Anderson's and Tom 
Waggoner's minds was to apply for grant 
money. They were in the middle o f the 
biggest professional turf product launch 
in the company's history, Contcc D G . 

" T h e last thing we wanted to do 
was more research when we were just 
launching [the dispersible granule] 
technology that took us years to 

Jesse Walle, Tom Waggoner, Chuck Ander-
son and Mike Bandy have S5 million more to 
work with for R&D, thanks to a state grant. 

get to market," Anderson said. 
But T i m Birthisel, technical manager 

o f the turf and specialty group, found 
out about possible state Rinding through 
the O B I C , which committed to help 
T h e Andersons. Chuck Anderson said 
the O B I C "pushed us to think bigger." 

T h e company heard it only had 
about a 10 percent chance of getting 
funding, but Waggoner, Anderson, 
Birthisel and others liked their chances. 

Anderson said it was evident the 
opportunity was bigger than to benefit 
just the turfgrass industry. "There was a 
greater cause," he said. 

Last winter, the company decided 
to draw up a proposal to apply for the 
grant. T h e proposal had to do with using 
technology to improve environmental 
and efficacy o f delivering fertilizers and 
pesticides, not just for turf but for all o f 
agriculture, Waggoner says. 

After making the first cut, the pro-
posal was sent to the National Academy 
o f Sciences, where two scientists were 
assigned to review it for about 6 0 days. 
After being scrutinized there, the pro-
posal ended up in Columbus with the 
Ohio Department of Development, 
which was reviewing all the other pro-
posals vying for grants. 

A panel o f scientists and business 
people gathered to determine the best 
proposals. They invited the proposers in 
to answer questions. Anderson said the 
panel consisted o f about 18 people, and 
they grilled him, Waggoner, Birthisel 
and Syngcnta's Dennis Shcpard for 
about 3 0 minutes. 

"But we were ready," Anderson said. 
Five million bucks proves that. • 
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See it. Believe it. Tourney Fungicide controls a broad spectrum 
o f diseases including brown patch, anthracnose, dollar spot and 
many more . All with exceptional t u r f quality and low use rates. 
See the p r o o f at TourneyBel ievers . com. 

Tourney 
F U N G I C I D E ' 

Seeing is Believing: 

TourneyBelievers.com 



Off The Fringe 

Quotable 
"You would think I'd have been 
paroled by now/' 
— Charles Joachim, certified superintendent of 
Champions Golf Club in Houston, on his 37years 
as a superintendent. 

"To be honest with you, I don't 
miss San Diego for one second/' 

— Mark Woodward, CEO of the Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association of America (GCSAA) in Ijiwrence, 
Kan., hinting that he doesn 't miss the pressures or the 
politics that came with his previous job as certified super-
intendent and director of go Ifoperationsfor the city of 
San Diego, including overseeing Torrey Pines. 

PROVIDING STORMWATER SOLUTIONS 
FOR M A X I M U M PLAYABIUTY 

One 'Big Audacious Goal' 
RISE A I M S TO P R O M O T E ITS M E M B E R S ' PRODUCTS 
AS SAFE, GREEN AND SUSTAINABLE 
By La r ry A y l w a r d , Ed i to r - i n -Ch ie f 

The Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment 
(RISE) doesn't just have a goal to promote pesticides 
and fertilizers as safe products. T h e Washington-based 

association that represents pesticide and fertilizer producers, 
suppliers and distributors has a Big Audacious Goal. 

T h e Big Audacious Goal aims to "own our rightful place in 
the green movement by re-asserting the essential value o f our 
products in protecting a healthy and vital environment from 
the consequences of ineffective plant management." 

T h e Big Audacious Goal is also about RISE and its mem-
bers going on the offensive to promote their products as safe, 
green and sustainable. Allen James, executive director of RISE, 
said it s important for the association to go on the offensive. 

"I don't think it's trite o f me to say that we are at a critical 
juncture in our industry's history — a true tipping point, if 
you will, in our association and in our industry," James said. 

James said opinions about pesticides and fertilizers are being 
based on emotion and opinion, not facts. " W e are losing the 
scientific foundation upon which are industry is based," he 
said, noting that's why the Big Audacious Goal is needed. 

Mike Bandy, marketing manager for Andersons G o l f 
Products, says he likes the Big Audacious Goal and notes that 
it's time green industry suppliers o f pesticides and fertilizer 
step up and speak out in support o f their products. 

" W e haven't done that for a while," Bandy added. "We're 
a little modest. . . . But I think we need to be willing to defend 
our products. W e can't be afraid to tell people what we do and 
the benefits that we provide." 

Paul Rea, director of the specialty products division for BASH 
and a RISE board member, said the Big Audacious Goal is "an 
important move for everyone committed to the industry." 

"Our products are extensively well tested and safe," Rea 
added. "They deliver great benefits to the users and the envi-
ronment overall. For us that means we need to put that mes-
sage more often in front o f people who may not be aware o f it." 

Bandy said it's time the green industry be viewed on the 
right side o f the green movement. 

"Even though we're a major part o f taking care o f what's 
considered green — turfgrass, landscape, ornamentals 
— we've gotten tagged as being negative," he said. "And the 
reality is our products our very critical to the growth and sus-
tainability o f turfgrass, landscape and ornamentals. What the 
big audacious goal will hopefully do for us is help correct that. 
We're part of the solution, not part of the problem.' • ADVANCED DRAINAGE SYSTEMS. INC. 
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GRIGG BROS. 

N O W 

Only Grigg Brothers has documented Foliar 
Uptake for 3 years at four different Universities and on four 

different Turfgrass Species proving product efficiency.™ 

University of Nebraska - L-93 Creeping Bentgrass 
Michigan State University - L-93 Creeping Bentgrass & Annual Bluegrass 

Clemson University - Champion Bermudagrass & Seashore Paspalum 
University of Florida - Seashore Paspalum 

Representing Over 40 Years of Amino Acid Based Fertilizer TechnologyF 
P.O. BOX 128 • ALBION, IDAHO 83311 

For a Distributor Near You Call: 

1-888-246-8873 
or find us on the web at www.griggbros.com 

http://www.griggbros.com
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E a c h J a n u a r y , g o l f g r e a t s g a t h e r f o r t h e P G A T O U R ' s 
M e r c e d e s - B e n z C h a m p i o n s h i p a t t h e P l a n t a t i o n G o l f 
C o u r s e o n Mau i . T h i s 7 , 4 1 1 - y a r d c o u r s e , d e s i g n e d by 
B i l l C o o r e a n d B e n C r e n s h a w , h o s t s m o r e t h a n 4 5 , 0 0 0 
r o u n d s a yea r . B o t h a m a t e u r s a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
a d m i t t h a t o n e o f t h e c h a l l e n g e s is w a l k i n g t h e c o u r s e , 
p r imar i l y b e c a u s e it b e g i n s a t s e a leve l a n d c l i m b s m o r e 
t h a n 4 0 0 f e e t . 

C o o r e a n d C r e n s h a w d e s i g n e d t h e f i rs t ho le as a 
b e a u t i f u l i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e c o u r s e ; howeve r , it a l so g r a b s 

p layers ' a t t e n t i o n as a c h a l l e n g i n g p a r - 4 h o l e t h a t 
s t r e t c h e s 5 2 0 yards . It r equ i res a b ig t e e sho t 

to a w i d e r i gh t - t o - l e f t f a i rway a n d a s e t o f 
f a i rway b u n k e r s o n t h e le f t t h a t d e p i c t t h e 

s p l a s h i n g w a v e s o f H o n o k o h u a Bay. A so l id 
d r ive s e t s g o l f e r s u p to h i t a sho r t i ron o n t o 
a la rge g r e e n t h a t s l o p e s f r o m le f t to r ight , 
c a t c h i n g t h e a p p r o a c h s h o t s a n d 
cu rv ing t h e m t o w a r d t h e h o l e loca t ion . 

C o u r s e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , O s w a l d o 
C a r d e n a s , w o r k s c losely w i t h J u a n Gut ierrez, 
d i rec tor of a g r o n o m y and facil i ty ma in tenance , 

to k e e p t h e P lanta t ion fa i rways and g reens 
in pe r fec t shape. T h e 2 7 - m e m b e r c r e w f a c e s a 
myr iad o f cha l lenges, and uses a fu l l -sca le cul tura l 
and chem ica l a p p r o a c h to cont ro l fairy ring, 

py th ium blight, w e e d invaders and t ropica l broadleaves. 

In e a r l y 2 0 0 7 , C a r d e n a s n o t i c e d a s e r i o u s i n f e s t a t i o n 
o f m u s h r o o m s in g r e e n s a n d r o u g h a reas . " W e a p p l i e d 
I n s i g n i a ® f u n g i c i d e in r o t a t i o n w i t h t w o o t h e r f u n g i c i d e s 
t o d e a l w i t h f a i r y r i n g a n d t h e i n f e s t a t i o n h a s p r a c t i c a l l y 
d i s a p p e a r e d , " C a r d e n a s sa id . " D u r i n g t h e l i m i t e d - s u n l i g h t 
ra iny s e a s o n , I n s i g n i a h e l p s us o v e r c o m e d i s e a s e s l i ke 
p y t h i u m b l i gh t a n d b e r m u d a g r a s s dec l ine . " 

I ns i gn ia c o n t r o l s a n e x c e p t i o n a l l y b r o a d s p e c t r u m o f t u r f 
d i s e a s e s a n d p rov ides res idua l c o n t r o l f o r u p to 2 8 days. 
C a r d e n a s has i n c o r p o r a t e d I ns i gn ia i n to his p reven t i ve 
m a i n t e n a n c e p r o g r a m a n d wi l l c o n t i n u e t o u s e t h e p r o d u c t 
o n o t h e r d i s e a s e s t h a t m a y c h a l l e n g e t h e P lan ta t i on . 

To learn more about Insignia and 
BASF, visit www.bet ter tur f .com and 
www.basf tur f ta lk .com. 

GOLFDOM'S HOLE OF THE MONTH IS M A D E P O S S I B L E BY: 

w w w . g o l f d o m . c o m G o i f d o m 1 7 

Hole Stats 
Distance: 520 yards 

Par 4 

The Turf 
Green: Tifeagle 

Fairway: 328 Bermudagrass 

http://www.betterturf.com
http://www.basfturftalk.com
http://www.golfdom.com


From the Back Tees 
• O P I N I O N S A C R O S S T H E G A M U T 

appy New Year! New col-
umn title. New mug shot. 
But this column had to be 
submitted last November. 
So here's my auld lange syne 
to 2 0 0 8 : 

Birdies and Bogies 
On a Tour of 2008 

Birdie: Smooth transition from Steve 
M o n a to Mark Woodward as C E O o f the 
G o l f Course Superintendents Association o f 
America. 

Rub o f the Green: M o n a stays in the 
golf industry and can continue to promote 
G C S A A as an industry leader. 

Handicap: After being "one of the guys," 
certified superintendent Woodward now 
works for all us guys and gals. That ' s not 
always an easy transition. But I think his years 
o f city government experience, including as 
the director o f golf operations for the city of 
San Diego, will serve him well. 

Bogey: L P G A invokes "Mandatory Eng-
lish" rule for all players. 

Rub o f the Green: Instead o f being done 
proactively, it was done with a hammer. 

Handicap : Due to negative public opin-
ion, the L P G A had to reverse itself. Not a 
good confidence builder. 

Birdie Recovery: L P G A works with 
G C S A A to gain a tour agronomist in John 
Miller, a certified superintendent from O h i o . 

Rub o f the Green: L P G A players and 
officials at the 2 0 0 8 P G A Merchandise Show 
were more than pleased with the prospects of 
more consistent playing conditions at their 
tournament sites. 

Handicap : Dealing with possible changes 
at these sites. 

Birdie : Draft ing more tournament play-
ers o n t o the G C S A A ' s Environmental Insti-
tute o f G o l f team (Vi jay Singh and Sergio, 
Garcia for example) . W e need stars speak-
ing out about the positives o f go l f and the 
environment . Kudos to Greg N o r m a n and 
Lorena O c h o a for giving publ ic kudos to 
superintendents. 

B Y J O E L J A C K S O N 

TIGER SHOULD BE 

M O R E INVOLVED. 

THAT W O U L D BE A 

ROAR HEARD ROUND 

THE W O R L D 

Rub o f the Green: Tigers are endangered 
species. T h e y should be more involved. That 
would be a roar heard round the world. 

Handicap: Taking a stand contrary to the 
public perception (perceived reality) makes 
corporate America nervous. T h e y don't want 
their pro-player spokespersons becoming tar-
gets for tree huggcrs. 

B o g e y : T h e Envi ronmenta l Protect ion 
Agency's handl ing of the methyl bromide 
phase o u t under the M o n t r e a l Accord. T h e 
E P A has been forcing deeper and faster 
cutbacks in product ion and stockpile access 
than called for by law. T h i s is forc ing g o l f 
and turfgrass use o f methyl bromide o u t o f 
the picture before a safe, viable alternative 
can be developed, which was also a stipu-
lation in the M o n t r e a l Accord that E P A 
chose to ignore. 

Rub o f the Green: T h e International 
Commit tee allows other countries to use 
methyl bromide to grow in golf courses be-
cause it's a critical need. But somehow the sci-
ence stops at the U.S . border. Q u é pasa? 

Birdie Finish: A salute to Annika Sorens-
tam on her stellar career with the L P G A . It's 
not a stretch to say she was a tigress in her own 
part o f the jungle out there. 

Rub o f the Green: She will still be involved 
in golf and a good ambassador for the game. 

Handicap: I just hope this isn't a Brett 
Favre-like retirement. 

Now it's time to tec it up for 2 0 0 9 . 

Certified Superintendent JoelJackson retiredfrom 
Disney's golf division in 1997and is director oj 
communications for the Florida GCSA. 



"Awesome" "Tremendous" "Amazing" "Great" 
Dave R i f f l e , Harry Lovero, M ichae l Thomas, Johnny Walker, 

Super in tenden t , Supe r i n tenden t , Dir. of Golf Course Maintenance, Super in tenden t , 
Seven Spr ings, Orchard Valley Gol f Course, The Country C lub at Mi raso l , B lackhorse Gol f C lub , 
C h a m p i o n , PA Aurora, IL Pa lm Beach Gardens, FL Cypress, TX 

A P P L Y IT, W A T E R IT A N D W I T H I N 1 0 M I N U T E S IT 'S C O M P L E T E L Y 

D I S S O L V E D I N T O Y O U R G R E E N S . 

T H A T M E A N S . . . 
» No Mower Pickup » No Shoe Pickup 

» No Ball P ickup No Runoff 

O 2 0 0 8 . The Andersons. Inc. Wor ld*K le r ights reserved 
Contec DG. DG Man a n d Andersons Golf Products are registered trademarks of The Andersons. Inc. 

A v a i l a b l e o u t s i d e t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s as NutxiDG 

T R A N S F O R M T H E WAY Y O U F E E D Y O U R G R E E N S ! 

As you c a n see , a c c o r d i n g t o s o m e o f t h e t o p n a m e s in 
t h e i n d u s t r y , C o n t e c DG is p r e t t y g r e a t s t u f f . If y o u ' d l i ke 
t o h e a r m o r e o f w h a t t h e y h a d t o say a b o u t C o n t e c DG, 
p lease v i s i t w w w . c o n t e c d g . c o m . 

See fo r yourse l f how a m a z i n g l y 
fas t Con tec DG d i s p e r s e s i n t o 
y o u r g r e e n s a n d r a p i d l y 
d e l i v e r s e f f e c t i v e r e s u l t s . 
O r d e r t o d a y ! C a l l your local 
Andersons d i s t r i b u t o r . Andersons 

G O L F P R O D U C T S . 

http://www.contecdg.com


Turf M.D. 
• T H E D O C T O R IS I N T H E H O U S E 

y this time, you've read or 
heard many columnists, celeb-
rities, experts or family mem-
bers state their New Year's 
resolutions. Sitting here wait-
ing for a flight connect ion, I 'm 

contemplating not so much what I will do, 
but trying more to find answers to some o f the 
agronomic and economic questions that I have 
come across this past year. 

So here goes, with not much thought 
and worse the potential to look foolish or 
uninformed. 

W h y is ghost grass, known as Mad Fil-
ler Disease or Etiolated Til ler Syndrome 
( E T S ) , becoming more of a serious problem 
on Poa annua fairways (or bluegrass/ryegrass 
fairways)? In the past, I've written about 
this problem, but in general dismissed it as 
a nuisance that can easily be remedied with 
mowing. Yet, this phenomenon has grown 
in severity throughout Pennsylvania and the 
mid-Atlantic region to a point where it is 
gaining discussion among many golf course 
superintendents. A c o m m o n quote I hear is, 
"You can't mow frequently enough to elimi-
nate the symptoms." Is the cause a bacterium, 
a fungus, combination or some environmental 
factor? 

H o w big a problem will nematodes 
become on cool-season golf courses in the 
future? Personally, I have not been involved 
with that many diagnoses where nematodes 
were the problem, and in those cases I have 
blown the diagnosis where samples had not 
been taken. 

W h y are nematodes becoming more preva-
lent in the Northeast and the reason for several 
high-profile courses in California to renovate? 
W h y is one year worse for nematodes than 
others? Maybe I should read a text book on 
nematodes (too many years since I took those 
classes). I f nematodes do become an increasing 
problem, what do we do without Nemacur? 

W h a t is ultradwarf grain? O n e o f the more 
interesting things that I have observed over 
the last couple o f years is the development o f 
"swirling leaves and plants" that develop into 
large patches on ultradwarf greens. Given that 

A Resolution to 
Find Some Answers 
B Y K A R L D A N N E B E R G E R 

H O W BIG A 

P R O B L E M W I L L 

N E M A T O D E S 

B E C O M E ON 

COOL-SEASON 

GOLF C O U R S E S IN 

T H E F U T U R E ? 

ultradwarfs are vegetatively propagated, the 
green should appear uniform. Is its change 
in growth habit because o f genetic makeup, 
cultural practices, environmental conditions 
or a combinat ion o f these factors or others? 
And why is there such a difference in opinion 
whether it impacts ball roll? And if it is truly 
"grain" in the sense that most o f us think of 
grain, why can't (or maybe you can) manage-
ment practices like topdressing and brushing 
remove it? 

In some areas o f the world, the availability 
o f any kind o f water for go l f course develop-
ment is limited. In some situations, the use 
o f sea water to maintain the golf course has 
been proposed. M y question is not what grass 
can tolerate seawater, but how long does it 
take various soils to become degraded by the 
seawater to the point where any turfgrass can't 
be sustained? I f this information exists, should 
that information be included in golf course 
design and construction specifications? 

T h i s past year, I've watched companies dis-
appear or go on life support. These companies 
have survived two world wars, a depression, 
numerous recessions and decades of competi -
tion. T h i s raises the question o f what makes a 
business or industry sustainable? Specifically, 
what are the factors given the diversity o f golf 
and the golf business that are important for 
future sustainability? 

I could sign up for airport Internet service 
and maybe find the answers to these questions, 
but I ' m just too cheap. Instead, I will take this 
coming year and try to find the answers. 

Happy New Year. 

K/irlDanneberger, Ph.D., Golfdom's science editor 
anda turfgrass professor from The Ohio State Uni-
versity, can be reached at danneberger. 1 @osu.edu. 




