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No, You Can't Grow Grass 
in the Dark. 

. 
we're working on it. 

Never choose between trees and your need for dense, consistent, 

disease-free tall and fine fescue or bluegrass. O u r varieties earn the 

Shade Tolerance icon by mainta in ing a turf qual i ty rat ing of 5 . 0 or higher 

for a year or more in intense deciduous shade. Pure-Seed Testing, Inc. 

established breeding grounds under a dense canopy of shade trees, 

developing varieties that g r o w where the sun rarely shines. If you need turf 

that's made for the shade, call Turf-Seed today and get wi th the Program. 

800-247-6910 • www.turf-seed.com 

email: ¡nfo@turf-seed.com • fax: 503-792-3637 

http://www.turf-seed.com
mailto:nfo@turf-seed.com


G O L F D O M R E P O R T 2 0 0 9 

Ihwalles 

Archi tects, bui lders 
rely on restoration 
work to get t hem 
th rough the 
recession. They also 
rely on hope that 
th ings wi l l get better 
B Y A N T H O N Y P I O P P I 
C O N T R I B U T I N G E D I T O R 

he land that was supposed to transform into the bustling Maine 
National G o l f C l u b in 2 0 0 8 turned out to be a quiet piece o f 
property for most o f the year. 

Earlier in the year, the site was brisk with sounds o f heavy 
equipment reworking the land into a highly anticipated private Tlayout. But the recession put a stop to the project on all but a 

small amount o f work for Mark Eitelman, owner o f Agri-Scape 

G o l f Construction, and his crew. N o w and again Eitelman and 

some o f his employees will inspect the site that was about 3 0 percent cleared 

when the job was halted. T h e y visit the disturbed land to make sure that silt 

fences are in place and that no runoff is making its way into a nearby pond. 

" W e ' r e there on an as-needed basis," Ei te lman says o f the Brad B o o t h -

Brad Faxon design on the south M a i n e coast. " W e ' r e still dealing with the 

Depar tment o f Environmental Protection and erosion-control issues. We ' re 

babysitting the site." 

Eitelman has not been given a t ime frame as when the project might start 

up again, and he does not foresee it happening anyt ime soon, maybe not 

even in 2 0 0 9 . 

T h e sour New England golf market, where the only new course that opened 

in 2 0 0 8 was the Brian Silva-designed Old Marsh Country Club, a semi-private 

layout coincidentally also in Wells, is not an aberration. Long before it was 

formally announced the country was in a recession, the g o l f course design 

Continued on page 24 



C o n t e c D G is a d i s p e r s i n g g r a n u l e t e c h n o l o g y t ha t 

" m e l t s " i n t o t h e t u r f w i t h i n m i n u t e s of i r r i ga t i on . 

A b o u t 1 0 m i n u t e s a f te r c o n t a c t w i t h water , t he 

g r a n u l e s have fu l l y d i sso lved i n to t h o u s a n d s o f 

p a r t i c l e s , e n s u r i n g 1 0 0 % of the DG n u t r i e n t s are 

de l i ve red in to the t u r f . 

"After we fe r t i l i ze and w a t e r , I run my hands 
over the g r e e n and t h e r e ' s no par t ic les ." 

- L a r r y J o h n s o n , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , 
N o r t h R i d g e C o u n t r y C l u b , F a i r O a k s , C A 

"S ince w e ' v e b e e n using DG, we haven ' t 
had to mow wi thout baskets ." 

E E B H v l 

T h a t m e a n s . . . 

• No n u t r i e n t loss f r o m m o w e r p ick u p 

• No shoe or ba l l p i c k u p I 

• No p a r t i c l e r un -o f f f r o m heavy ra in 

• V i r tua l e l i m i n a t i o n of p layer d o w n t i m e 

Order today! Ca l l your local 
Andersons distributor. 

V i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a n d 
f i n d o u t a b o u t o u r 
N e w P r o d u c t s f o r 
Sp r i ng w w w . c o n t e c d g . c o m 

e ? 0 0 9 , T C A r t o a s c r s , I W c a l d w i i ; w us iCSC ivd 
©&*' Co«its: DG, DG M m «iro Ancettcr* Go" Products C"9 'ttpitered 
t ac^ i inn l r j cf T H: A vjei-icfis, I r e . 

- S t e v e M o u l t o n , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , 
S o l d i e r H o l l o w G o l f C o u r s e , M i d w a y , U T 

" B e f o r e Contec DG it was d i f f icu l t to f ind 
f e r t i l i z e r t h a t gets into t h e tur f immedia te ly . " 

- J i m F e r r i n , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , 
T i m b e r C r e e k G o l f C o u r s e , R o s e v i l l e , C A 

T N T Programming Tool - F R E E ! 
Get th i s s i m p l e to use - a n d FREE - program ded ica ted t o 

he lp ing you p lan your year ' round tu r f nu t r i t i on reg imen. F ind 

ou t more or down load the program at www.con tecdg .com. 

A v a i l a b l e o u t s i d e t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a s N l U r i D G 

Andersons 
G O L F P R O D U C T S 

http://www.contecdg.com
http://www.contecdg.com


Continued from page 22 
and construction industry, from the 
jagged M a i n e coastline to the fog-
shrouded shores o f northern Cali-
fornia, was mired in such a state. 

2 0 0 8 marks the third consecu-
t ive year that m o r e g o l f courses 
across t h e c o u n t r y c l o s e d t h a n 
o p e n e d . In 2 0 0 7 , the N a t i o n a l 
G o l f Foundat ion said the equiva-
l e n t o f 1 2 1 . 5 1 8 - h o l e c o u r s e s 
closed while 113 opened. In 2 0 0 6 , 
146 shut down and 1 1 9 . 5 opened. 

T h e N G F reported that 7 2 courses 
opened in 2 0 0 8 , the lowest n u m -
ber in 2 0 years . T h e N G F said 
there were 106 closures in 2 0 0 8 . 

N e w course c o n s t r u c t i o n has 
virtually ground to a halt. It wasn't 
long ago that opportunities for reno-
vations and restorations were passed 
over by many of the larger construc-
tion companies and highest-priced 

Greens Brush Mai 
The perfect light duty drag mat for 

gently brushing in top dressing 
and for before mowing. 

A th ick 5' x 5' natural f iber mat 
sur face that evenly w o r k s top 
dress ing into greens or s tands 
g rass up prior to mowing for a 
better cut . Won't d a m a g e sensi-
tive greens g rass and is f lexible 
for cons i s ten t p e r f o r m a n c e on 
uneven sur faces . A s ingle hook 
point on either end a t t a c h e s to 
the b a c k of mos t any veh ic le in 
s e c o n d s . Del ivered c o m p l e t e l y 
a s s e m b l e d and ready for use. 
Call or go online lor a complete catalog 

Reliable 
IGolf Course Supplies] 

1.800.274.6815 
rellablegolf.com 

Mark Eitelman 
O w n e r , A g r i - S c a p e Gol f C o n s t r u c t i o n 
" W e downs ized our c rew and equ ipment . A lot of our 
b ig ea r thmov ing equ ipmen t is packed in the yard." 

architects. But not anymore. 
m 

M o s t o f the rest o f the world 
is n o t that di f ferent from N o r t h 
A m e r i c a . T h e r e are b u r g e o n i n g 
markets such as Eastern E u r o p e , 
but the g o l f crisis is global for the 
most part . And n o o n e can pre-
dict, with any semblance o f faith, 
w h e n it will e n d . A g r i - S c a p e ' s 
E i t e l m a n says t h a t w h e r e o n c e 
his business in the U n i t e d States 
was 8 0 percent new construct ion 
and 2 0 percent renovations, it has 
been 9 0 percent renovat ion and 
10 percent new cons t ruc t ion for 
the last three years. Ei te lman said 
he saw the downturn coming and 
was prepared for it, adding that he 
"re-geared" the company. 

" W e downsized o u r crew and 
equipment , " he says. "A lot o f our 
b i g e a r t h m o v i n g e q u i p m e n t is 
parked in the yard." 

T h r e e years a g o , A g r i - S c a p e 
e m p l o y e d 6 0 to 7 0 d u r i n g t h e 
s u m m e r . In 2 0 0 8 t h a t n u m b e r 
was between 2 5 and 3 0 . Last year 
the company worked on a number 
o f projects where it performed ev-
erything from major bunker reno-

vations to irrigation and drainage 

w o r k . A g r i - S c a p e a lso h a n d l e d 

much o f the sodding, 

S o m e o f the jobs came at finan-

cial ly s o u n d private c lubs . " T h e 

older, stable facilities have money," 

Eitelman says. "There's always going 

to be that kind o f work around." 

B u t E i t e l m a n says that even 

those courses have cut back. W h e r e 

once the pro jects were budgeted 

for $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , they were reduced 

to S I 5 0 , 0 0 0 or $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . Making 
matters worse for Agri-Scape and 
o ther small companies is that the 
big boys on the block are bidding 
on smal ler renovat ion c o n t r a c t s 
they once passed over. 

T o m Shapland, president of the 
Midwest office for Wadsworth G o l f 
Construction, the largest golf course 
builder in the United States, said a 
$1 million project was the smallest 
the c o m p a n y would be involved 
with not too long ago. N o w W a d -
sworth is going after jobs nearly half 
that n u m b e r . " I t ' s very bad, very 
depressed," says Shapland, who has 
been with Wadsworth for 4 0 years. 

Continued on page 26 

www.jrcomc.com 

H o o k e r S o f t - p l u g Aera tor 

Fast Efficient Fairway Aeration 
• Hooking tines lift soft soil plugs 

- no hard cores to clean-up. 

• Low cost, Low maintenance. 

• Tow-behind Aerator attaches to 

tractors & utility vehicles. 

• Electric lift. 

• Great for overseeding. 

Mack? in (he USA 

http://www.jrcomc.com


Moment of Silence 

T h e golfers walk up the fairway. And as they journey in search of their shots, there will be talk. 

Small talk. 

B ig talk. 

Trash talk. 

There will be talk o f business. Talk of terribly unimportant subjects. 

And talk o f the latest jokes. 

But then one golfer finds his ball, buried in the shallow grave called the bunker. Buried under the lip. 

And the golfer, noting this perfectly groomed patch of humility, is suddenly silent. 

As he reflects on the death of his round. 

% a 

V V 

T h e r e are t r i b u t e s a g o l f e r pays for t h e work you p u t i n t o your course . A t Par Aide , we l ive to 

m a k e products that he lp those efforts .get recognized . For m o r e - i n f o r m a t i o n , visi t p a r a i d e . c o m . w R e s p e c t for the 



Continued from page 24 
At the end o f 2 0 0 8 , Wadsworth 

was work ing o n a variety o f proj -
ects in the U n i t e d States , inc lud-
ing new construct ion for a private 
facility and a munic ipal i ty as well 
as various renovat ion pro jec ts o f 
varying sizes. T o help cut costs, the 
company is restructuring its equip-
ment fleet and not filling job open-
ings when employees move on. As 
a result, the remaining workers can 
find themselves performing duties 
they have not done in a while. 

" A lot o f key people in lead posi-
tions are now in secondary positions; 
shapers m i g h t be r u n n i n g track 
hoes," Shapland says. "You end up 
with all-star casts on the jobs . " 

A r c h i t e c t C r a i g S c h r e i n e r , 
based in M y r t l e B e a c h , S . C . , has 
experienced such lineups with the 
architecture firms of which he has 

worked. " T h e y ' r e keeping the best 
w o r k e r s , " he said. " A n d t h e y ' r e 
having to pay attention to projects 
they might not have before . " 

T h o s e courses that can afford 
w o r k a r e b e n e f i t i n g f r o m t h e 
d o w n t u r n . " W e ' r e s e e i n g m o r e 
c o m p e t i t i v e p r i c i n g , " S c h r e i n e r 
says. " F o r clubs that have money , 
this is a really good t i m e . " 

Schreiner, who moved his head-
quarters to Myrt le Beach in 1 9 9 0 
after be ing based in Kansas C i t y , 
M o . , for 18 years, said his business 
was up 4 6 p e r c e n t in 2 0 0 8 over 
2 0 0 7 , but he knows he's fortunate 
to have had such success. Schreiner 
does have s o m e n e w - c o u r s e c o n -
struction in the works, but the ma-
jor i ty o f his business c o m e s f rom 
existing facilities. 

N o t every a r c h i t e c t is ab le to 
secure such jobs, at least not in the 

Uni ted States. Brit Stenson, direc-
tor of design for I M G G o l f Course 
Services which works mostly in Eu-
rope and Asia, says s o m e designers 
in need o f work are traveling over-
seas for the first t ime to find it. 

" T h e r e ' s m o r e c o m p e t i t i o n 
b e c a u s e m o r e g u y s are c o m i n g 
over ," he says. 

B u s i n e s s r e m a i n s s t r o n g in 
places like C h i n a , Austria , C o s t a 
R i c a a n d K a z a k h s t a n , a l t h o u g h 
other countries that have been in a 
bui lding b o o m are slacking, such 
as V i e t n a m and Thai land. 

" Y o u can clearly see the s low-
down, " Stenson says. 

T h e present and the future are 
m u c h the same in C a n a d a ,where 
Doug Carrick has designed courses 
for more than 2 0 years. After a de-
c a d e o f h e a l t h y b u s i n e s s in a n d 
a r o u n d Toronto , near w h e r e his 

How much water could you save by choosing Rain Bird EAGLE 
Series Rotors instead of the next best rotor on the market? 

TM 

R a i n H B I R D 



Craig Schreiner 
A r c h i t e c t S c h r e i n e r Go l f I nc . 
"We ' re see ing more 
compet i t i ve 
pr ic ing. For c lubs 
t h a t have money, 
th is is a really 
good t ime." 

business is based, Carrick says work 

has d w i n d l e d as it has in places 

like Nova Scotia and New Bruns-

wick. Courses are being built and 

planned in two regions o f Canada, 

however. British C o l u m b i a , where 

tourism is big and Alberta, where 

oil money can be found, cont inue 

to see growth. 

Carr i ck has n o idea when the 
outlook in North America, or else-
where, will change. "I don't know if 
anyone knows how long this reces-
sion is going to last," Carrick says. 

There is a combination o f steps 
needed to survive this downturn or 
it will put construction companies 
and architects out o f business or, at 
least, out o f the gol f business, Car-
rick and others say. 

Carrick has only two other part-
ners so a firm with three employees 
has a better chance o f riding out the 
bad times. His company has its hand 
in a variety o f projects from small 
renovations to full-scale designs. 

A n o t h e r key to ga in ing busi-
ness, according to Agri-Scapes Ei-
telman, is maintaining a relation-
ship with nearly every course on 
which he's worked. 

" W h a t e v e r t h e p r o j e c t is , 

whether we build or renovate, we 
look at them as friends," he says. 

As a result, he has repeat cus-
tomers, usually high-end private or 
resort facilities that want to keep 
their layouts as g o o d as they can 
be, which can mean bunker touch-
ups, small drainage and irrigation 
projects, or even the recontouring 
o f fairways and greens. 

Schreiner has already seen clubs 
giving more attention to their prac-
tice areas and says he expects that 
trend to cont inue. 

D e s p i t e t h e d o w n t o w n , t h e 
architects and builders look to the 
future with hope. 

"1 d o n ' t th ink it 's go ing to be 
good in 2 0 0 9 , but it will be better 
in 2 0 1 0 , " says Wadsworth 's Shap-
land, not ing that's his gut feeling. 
" I t ' s hard to be a c o n t r a c t o r a n d 
not be an optimist . " • 

In f ield and lab testing* Rain Bird EAGLE" Series Rotors were up to 
23% more eff ic ienff than the next closest compet i tor 's rotors. 

To learn m o r e a b o u t t h e test ing, 
visit w w w . r a i n b i r d . c o m / N e w E a g l e 

RAIN^BIRD 

w w w . g o l f d o m . c o m G o l f d o m 2 7 

http://www.rainbird.com/NewEagle
http://www.golfdom.com




How can a product that's so tough on grubs 

be so gentle at the same time? 

It's a l i t t le miracle we call Acelepryn." 
Nearly 500 independent university trials prove it: DuPon t " Ace lep ryn " insecticide 

delivers excellent control of the 10 toughest grubs, plus other key pests, in as 

little as one appl icat ion—and at the lowest application rate ever utilized for wh i te 

grub control. No other grub product can match the outs tanding envi ronmenta l 

and toxicological profi le of Ace lepryn" Or its reduced-risk classif ication f rom 

the EPA. Tough on grubs, yet gent le at the same t ime. DuPont'" Ace lep ryn " 

Learn more by visit ing us at proproducts.dupont .com. Kil l t h e m . W i t h k indness . 

The miracles of science 

DuPont"Acelepryn" may not be available in all slates. See your local DuPont representative for details and availability in your state. The DuPont Oval Logo. DuPont." The miracles of science" and Acelepryn" 

are trademarks or registered trademarks of DuPont or its affiliates. Copyright © 2009 E l du Pont de Nemours and Company. All rights reserved 



Growing the Game [ PART 1 ] 

The First Tee works. It might be the only 
gol f o rgan iza t ion that de l ivers on its 
mission: to teach life lessons th rough 
s p o r t . O f c o u r s e , t ha t s p o r t is go l f . 

A n d the members of First Tee chapters 
a round the w o r l d are s o m e of the mos t 

except ional young adults I've ever met. They 
look you in the eyes w h e n they shake your hand, 

and they are c o m f o r t a b l e and c o n f i d e n t in n e w and 
awkward situations. They are super cool under pressure. 

T h e y also have a very unique perspective 
on h o w to grow the g a m e . M a n y o f them 
grew up in golf , and m a n y have recruited 
friends, mentored cohorts and taken it upon 
themse lves to unleash an u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
wave o f youth interest. 

T h e y treat it like a little pay- i t - forward 
p r o j e c t . A n d it s w o r k i n g . C h a p t e r s are 
g r o w i n g , largely d u e to the s t u d e n t s w h o 
help m e n t o r and lead the individual chap-
ters. T h e y might be doing more to grow the 
g a m e o f g o l f than any mult i -mi l l ion-dol lar 
ad campaign conceptualized in a boardroom 
or on a conference call. 

o v e r - a c h i e v i n g s tewards o f g o l f 
e as m u c h insight as a n y o n e on h o w to 

grow the g a m e a m o n g their peers, so Golf-
dom dec ided to talk with a few o f them at 
the Future Leaders Forum, an event held by 
T h e First T e e Event in partnership with Walt 
Disney W o r l d Resort and T h e T o r o C o . last 
November . T h e program helps 5 0 First T e e 
part ic ipants to s t rengthen their leadership 
skills, prepare for college and explore career 
disciplines in the game o f go l f and hospital-
ity. Here is what some o f them had to say: 

' J K. 




