
PERFORMANCE. 
I t ' s p a c k e d i n t o a s m a l l , 
b u t i n t e n s e l y p o w e r f u l g r e e n g r a n u l e . 

However y o u look at it, POLYON* Contro l led-Release Ferti l izers are bu i l t t o 
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Quotable 
"Only 18 percent of golfers have registered 
handicaps. So I ask you, 'Who are we building 
golf courses f o r ? ' " 
— Golf Course Architect Bobby Weed on the misguided direction the 
golf course industry has taken by building courses that are too difficult for 
average players. 

"It 's hard to believe I was swinging a club at 
that age . But she certainly has my temper 
She doesn't l ike for me to help her hold a golf 
club. She' l l figure it out for herself . Sounds 
very familiar." 
— Tiger Woods on his daughter Sam, who recently turned 2years old. 
Tiger admits Sam is a chip off the old block. 

Off The Fringe 
Bus iness 

briefs 
Briefs continued from page 8 
f rom brain cancer. He was 52. Daly's love 

for the game of golf and respect for super-

intendents in the industry began during his 

college years when he worked on a crew at 

a course near his chi ldhood home in West 

Des Moines, Iowa. Af ter working as an as-

sistant superintendent, he transitioned to 

the manufacturing side and held numerous 

positions with chemical companies includ-

ing Ciba, Novartis and Bayer Environmental 

Science. H e progressed through his career 

serving in roles such as field sales represen-

tative, regional sales manager, market and 

brand manager and director of marketing. 

"Mike was a thinker," said Neil Cleveland, di-

rector of the U.S. Green Business for Bayer 

Environmental Science and a long-time 

friend. u He saw things from a dif ferent point 

of view. You could always count on Mike to 

bring fresh ideas and unique solutions." • 

Circulate wa te r 
f o r clearest results 

You'll love your pond again. 

The GridBee'" submersible circulator creates a gentle, near-

laminar f low that prevents stagnant water zones and restores 

your pond or lake's biodiversity. And because the GridBee 

circulator works from beneath the surface, there's nothing to 

interfere wi th the natural look of your recreational water. 

For a clear solution that's easy, economical and effective, 

call us today at 8 8 8 - 4 9 5 - 0 1 0 4 . 

D o w n l o a d o u r 
w h i t e p a p e r , 

" W h y c i r c u l a t i o n w o r k s . " 

w w w . g r i d b e e . c o m / g o l f 
Gr id 
S u b m e r s i b l e C i r c u l a t o r s 

G r i d B e e / a d iv is ion of SolarBee, Inc. 3 2 2 5 H i g h w a y 22 D ick inson. No r th Dakota , 5 8 6 0 1 7 0 1 . 2 2 5 . 7 1 9 3 fax 7 0 1 . 2 2 5 . 9 5 5 2 © 2 0 0 9 SolarBee, Inc. 

http://www.gridbee.com/golf


• - B A S F 
The Chemical Company 

You have enough things to worry about. But wi th FreeHand 1.75G 
herb ic ide , hand-weeding isn't one of them. FreeHand 1.75G gives you 
up to 8 weeks of broad-spectrum preemergent weed control. And since 
FreeHand 1.75G util izes two highly effective active ingredients and two 
unique modes of action, it's a great resistance management tool, too. 
Free your crew up to do other things, w i th FreeHand 1.75G. 

betterturf.com I 800-545-9525 

A l w a y s r e a d a n d f o l l o w l a b e l d i r e c t i o n s . 
FreeHand 1 .75G is a t rademark o f BASF. <£> 2 0 0 9 BASF Corpo ra t i on . Al l r igh ts reserved. 



Off The Fringe 
Looking 'Fine' and Dandy 
FINE FESCUES MAKING THEIR MARK, ACCORDING TO SEED RESEARCHERS 
By Ron Hall 

Until recently, fine fescues 

have, to some extent, been the 

forgotten stepchild in the turf-

grass picture. Bluegrasses, ryegrasses 

and turf-type tall fescues have gener-
ated the most exci tement regarding 
breeding advancements and new va-
rieties. But these popular cool-season 
species now have to share the spotlight 
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with fine fescues. T h e fine-leafed, 
bunch-type grass, known for its cold 
tolerance and environmental benefits, 
has boosted its popularity. 

" T h e idea o f looking at alternative 
grasses that use less fertilize and water 
is what we're looking a t , " said W a y n e 
H o r m a n , at the recent Scotts Profes-
sional Seed/Pure-Seed Testing Field 
D a y in Rolesville, N . C . " T h e s e are 
attributes o f fine fescues, along with 
their ability to survive and look good 
in moderate shade." 

H o r m a n , national accounts man-
ager for Scotts Professional Seed, said 
golf course superintendents especially 
arc getting the message, often taking 
out five to eight acres o f other species 
and replacing them with fine fescues 
because o f the savings to their fertilizer 
and water budgets. 

" W e ' r e going to try to take these 
grasses a step further," said H o r m a n 
about the breeding and selection pro-
gram at the North Carol ina research 
farm. " W e ' r e going to try everything 
with them." 

Kevin Turner , who heads Scotts 
Professional Seed Oregon program, 
reiterated Horman's c o m m e n t s regard-
ing fine fescue's usefulness. "F ine fes-
cue is an under-utilized grass," he said. 

O n e visitor to the field day said fine 
fescue is a grass that "really wants to be 
left alone and ignored, and generally 
doesn't like a lot o f fertilizer, water or 
even a lot o f maintenance." 

As an interesting side note to the 
field day, David Huff , P h . D . , associ-
ate professor o f turfgrass breeding and 
genetics at Penn State University, said 
there is confusion surrounding the 
identification and marketing of the 
various types of fine fescues, generally 
broken down into creeping red, chew-
ings, sheep and hard fescues. 

Huft suggested renaming the types 
as blue hard fescue and American sheep 
fescue to tell them apart and to aid archi-
tects and others when they specify a par-
ticular type o f fine fescue for a project. • 
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Fast. 
• Total f ire ant control within 7 2 hours 

Furious. 
• Year-round fire ant protect ion 

For f ire an t co lonies , it's a perfect s torm. 
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Off The Fringe 
PRIVILEGE Continued from page 8 
sions scheduled for this day moved past us and to 
the gravesite of another American hero. Then we 
turned on our machines and got back to work, 
reminded that, on this most hallowed ground, we 
were united as a team, united as an industry and 
united as Americans. 

T h e next day, many of us traded our work 
clothes for coats and ties to visit lawmakers on 
Capitol Hill. I had meetings with Pennsylvania 
Congressman J i m Gerlach and with aides for New 
Jersey Congressmen Rush Holt and Rob Andrews. 

I wish I could say I left Washington feeling that 
our messages concerning pending water legislation, 
health carc for small businesses and immigration 
labor laws were heard loud and clear. T h e r e arc ob-
viously some lawmakers who understand the 
issues and others w h o just don't get it when it 
comes to the contributions of our industry and 
the corresponding need for their support. It was a 
strong reminder we need to continue the education 
process, and that the 13''1 Renewal & Remem-
brance event can't be our last. • 

JIM Continued from page 10 
will play somewhere around 7 , 6 5 0 yards. T h e r e arc too many 
changes to list since 2 0 0 2 . W e repositioned 18 bunkers, added 
10 bunkers and added length on 12 holes. 
In 50 words or less, descr ibe how the course's greens w i l l play for the 
t ou rnamen t? They will be at championship speeds and fairly 
firm. They are bentgrass/Poa (until next summer), and our 
main goal is have them smooth. There are subtle breaks, which 
make them a little tricky when the speed is up. 

Has J i m Nicol changed at al l s ince the last PGA Championsh ip? 
M y hair is a lighter color, and I might have mellowed some. 
How do you handle the pressure t h a t comes w i t h s tag ing a t ou rnamen t 
l ike t h i s? Stay focused and remain true to what the mission is. 
Get some sleep and take a little time for family and friends. 
You also need to depend on the lead crew members. 
Who's your favor i te player on t h e PGA Tour and why? T i m Hcrron is 

a great guy who I have followed since his high school days. He 
calls me " J i m m y " and gives me a cigar once in while when he is 
out here. T o m Ixhman is also very kind but no cigars. 
W h a t w i l l you do Sunday n igh t a f ter the tou rnament? Have a short 
celebration with the crew and get ready for the outing on 
iVlonday morning, I 'm going to take the following weekend of f 
(I hope) to fish and . . . • 

Echo ETQ: 
T U R F F U N G I C I D E 

EEG00609 

A summer stress 
breakthrough. 
Echo"" E T Q , M Turf Fungicide combines Echo chlorothalonil 

with an exceptional pigment additive. While the E T Q additive 

minimizes the factors contributing to turfgrass stress, Echo prevents 

dollar spot, brown patch, leaf spot, gray leaf spot, anthracnose and 

other diseases. What results is remarkable disease control accompanied 

b y improved turf color, strength, density and consistency. All at a 

fairway-friendly price and without resistance issues. Relieve summer 

stress. Make Echo E T Q Turf Fungicide your go-to product for disease 

control and enhanced turf quality. 

w w w . A d v a n L L C . c o m 
866-429-0887 

SipcamAd^an 
The Natural Choice iw 

9 Mron UC. Echo ond Ad.on ore rogh'crcd noderccis ol Sipwm Agio USA, Int. The Ncturol Choke ond ETQ ore Irodemorks of Advon LLC. Alwvcys reod end Mow lobel inslwfions. 

http://www.AdvanLLC.com


To f i nd your loca l d is t r ibutor , v is i t w w w . M a u g e t . c o m . 

Ignore Them and They'll Go Away 
Protect your course's s ignature trees. As the p ioneer of micro- infus ion, M a u g e t has been 
the trusted source for t ree heal th s ince 1 9 5 8 . O u r comple te ly enc losed app l i ca t i on method 
makes tree care easy, safe a n d cost-effect ive. 

• Env i ronment , staff a n d 
m e m b e r f r iend ly 

• Full season con t ro l 

• Hands-on tech suppo r t 
a n d he lp l ine 

• C a n d o it yoursel f 

T h e Right Way to Trea t a Tree 

5 4 3 5 Peck Rd A r c a d i a , CA 9 1 0 0 6 800 -TREES Rx 8 0 0 - 8 7 3 - 3 7 7 9 © C o p y r i g h t J J . M a u g e t C o . 
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Hole Stats 
Distance: 5 2 1 y a r d s 

P a r 5 

The Turf 
Greens: Bermudagrass 
overseeded w i t h ryegrass 

Greens: Pmmss/Poa annua, 
SR1 Ml Poa annua 

Nest led among sou thwes te rn Utah's red canyon 
walls and un tamed foothi l ls, 27 -ho le Sunbrook Golf 
C lub o f fers gol fers dramatic desert panoramas and hole 
variety. The Ted Rob inson-des igned course embraces 
the natural landscape, inc luding sandstone cliffs, 
300 -yea r -o ld co t tonwood trees and lava f low remnants. 

"Every hole is uniquely native," said Je rome Jones, 
director of golf course maintenance for the city and su-
pervisor at Sunbrook since 2 0 0 1 . "As a result, we've got 
to keep our eye out for snakes, cougars and coyotes." 

Ma in ta in ing h igh- leve l p lay ing cond i t i ons in a d e s -
er t env i ronmen t is not easy. "Hea t is our b igges t issue 
- 1 1 7 - d e g r e e wea the r doesn ' t t end to ag ree w i th 
turf," J o n e s said. "It's t o u g h to keep g rass alive w i th 
such h igh temps." 

The emera ld -g reen put t ing sur face on hole No. 2 
of Sunbrook 's nine cal led The Point is a t es tamen t 
to J o n e s and his 12-person c rew 's t r iumph over the 
scorch ing e lements. Be fo re players can apprec ia te 
Ho le 2's pr ist ine th ree- t ie red green, they must drive 
both uphil l and aga ins t the w ind on to a narrow, 
5 2 1 - y a r d fairway. 

"It's a long, t ough hole w i th s teep hills guard ing both 
s ides and very litt le rough to stop the ball f rom travel ing 
into deser t area," J o n e s warns. 

Jones prevents d isease f rom harming his nur tured 
turf by using Insignia" fung ic ide. "I'm old school," J o n e s 
said. "I prefer to avoid rapid bl ight and other d iseases 
before I ge t t hem by mak ing prevent ive appl icat ions. 
Then I don' t have to worry." 

For broad-spect rum peace of mind, Jones rotates 
appl icat ions of Insignia at a rate of 0.9 ounces per 1,000 
square feet every other month. 
"Insignia provides great control and 
is reasonably priced," he said. "It' 
really a one-size-f i ts-al l solution.' 

To learn more about Ins ignia" 
fungicide and B A S F visit 
www.betterturf.com and 
www.basfturftalk.com. 

G O L F D O M ' S HOLE OF THE M O N T H IS M A D E P O S S I B L E BY: 

w w w . g o l f d o m . c o m G o l f d o m 1 9 

http://www.betterturf.com
http://www.basfturftalk.com
http://www.golfdom.com


From the Back Tees 
• OPINION 

r has been a very rainy spring here 
at the Lake Omigosh Gol f Club in 
central Florida. As a joke, Superinten-
dent Duffy M c D u f f y began posting 
high and low tide times on the pro 
shop bulletin board. 

Some of our more uptight members 
weren't laughing because the course was often 
closed to golf car traffic a couple days a week, 
and they could play golf only four to five times 
a week instead o f their usual seven. Delays in 
early-morning start times as the crew tried to 
rebuild bunkers and slog around the course 
bred ill will among the dew sweepers who 
pride themselves on teeing off in the dawn 
twilight. 

All I know is that when I came back from 
a four-day business trip, Orlando had gone 
from a minus 2 .73 - inch rainfall deficit for the 
year to a plus 7 .23 - inch surplus and set all-
t ime records for the month o f May. 

O u r watery tribulations paled in compari-
son to Superintendent Craig Currier's task 
at Bethpage Black G o l f Course for the U . S . 
Open , though. H e and the crew and the vol-
unteers worked a miracle to part the waters 
and keep the U. S. Open afloat to its dramatic 
conclusion. Well done, one and all. 

I don' t know how a week of continuous 
rains in the Northeast and the river flood-
ing in the Midwest earlier this spring squares 
with the supposed cataclysmic droughts we 
are supposed to be suffering thanks to global 
warming, aka climate change, but I 'm sure the 
spinmeisters will come up with some reason to 
blame carbon dioxide and increase the cost o f 
operating our golf course equipment. 

Meanwhile, Duffy says these rains have 
wrecked his summer mowing, aerifying, ver-
ticuttingand topdressing schedules. And, o f 
course, soggy, closed or walking-only and cart 
path-only days hits the cash register at the worst 
t ime when the economy is lagging already. 

Beyond golfer inconvenience is the dia-
bolical one-two punch from Mother Nature, 
l oo much rain screws with schedules and 

saturates root zones, and the cloudy days help 
breed fungus and algae growth. N o n e of that 
concerns the golfers who wait impatiently for 

Another Fine Lesson 
From Lake Omigosh 
B Y J O E L J A C K S O N 

TORRENTIAL RAINS 

AND COURSE 

FLOODING REMINDS 

US OF THE OLD 

ADAGE THAT 'PAY 

ME NOW OR PAY ME 

LATER' IS TRUE 

FOR A REASON 

the first rays of sunshine to return to the links. 
So, keep up those bulletins apprising them of 
course conditions and your programs to keep 
the turf healthy. 

With the mowers parked more than usual, 
Duffy has been cranking up the spray rig more 
and applying P G R s to help keep the clippings 
down when he gives the fairways and roughs 
a whack. Although the other day he said it 
looked more like they were harvesting kelp 
instead o f mowing grass. 

Every dark cloud has a silver lining, though. 
With the rains comes filling reservoirs, aqui-
fers, ponds and lakes on the courses that had 
been showing 3 to 6 feet of bottom just a few 
months ago. Water restrictions are pushed to 
the back burner and we all get some breathing 
room on that score. 

Torrent ial rains and course flooding also 
reminds us o f the old adage that "pay me 
now or pay me later" (or as Duffy says, 
" ... again, and again and again") is true for 
a reason. G o l f course site selection, design 
elements and construction are key up-front 
issues that need to be addressed thought-
fully. Investing in the best possible drainage 
systems from surface grading and contour-
ing to the subsurface infrastructure will save 
time, m o n e y and customer aggravation down 
the line. T h e same goes for any future course 
renovation project . 

So long from Lake Omigosh where the 
superintendent sets his computer to T h e 
Weather Channel , the crew takes S C U B A 
lessons, and the members wear those $ 5 light-
weight Disney rain ponchos. 

Joel Jackson, CGCS, retiredfrom Disney's golf di-
vision in 1997and is director of communications 

for the Florida GCSA. 


