
A solid foundat ion was f i rmly established in 1955 w i t h the b i r th of Penncross. 
The Penn Bent family cont inued t o grow, thanks to the in t roduct ion o f 

the Penn A s & G's and Seaside II, fo l lowed by Penneagle II & PennLinks II. 
The legacy continues w i t h the recent arrival of Crystal BlueLinks.Just like family, 

each new variety owes its best qualities t o the generat ion that came before. 
The Penn Bent family f r o m Tee-2-Green continues to revolut ionize the industry, 

and remains t rusted by superintendents around the wor ld . 



"PO BOX 250 Hubbard, OR 97032 ySA • 800-547-0255 • FAX: 503-65 f-235Ì • www.tee-2-green.com • be-ytinfo@tee-2.green.com 
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Chambers Bay / University Place, WA / Robert Trent Jones II, Architect / David L. Wieneke, Certified Professional Agronomist / Managed by Kemper Sports 

Fine fescue tees, greens, fairways and 
roughs showcased at Chambers Bay, 
host of the 2015 U.S. Open. 

Benefits: Extremely low maintenance, 
irrigation economy and the memorable 
links-look and feel that brings back 
daily fee players. 

Oregon Fine Fescue Commission 
www.oregonftnefescue.org 

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission 
www.oregontallfescue.org 

Tall fescue bunker faces 
and rough enhance 
Mission Hills Country Club 

Benefits: The tall fescue 
provides a deep green 
appearance with superb 
heat and stress tolerance 

GBOWri 

S g S C Ü E 

Mission Hills Country Club / Mission Hills, KS / Keith Foster, Architect / Brad Gray, Golf Course Superintendent 

http://www.oregonftnefescue.org
http://www.oregontallfescue.org


24 Are you caught up in the numbers game 
with your maintenance budget? Golfdom 
aims to offer you some financial direction 
in its sixth-annual Budget Guide. 

GOLFDOM 
BUDGET GUIDE 

16 Shades of Green 
Public Opinion Still 
Drives Water W o e s 

18 Designs On Golf 
Answer 'Yes* and 
You're in Trouble 

20 Turf M l 
Simple Approach Is 
Not Always So Easy 

80 Out of Bounds 
Make Your Own Stuff 

Budget Crunch 
Maintenance costs arc soaring, but 
golfers' expectations for superb 
conditions remain the same. W h a t s 
a superintendent to do? 
By Larry Aylward 

Hire Right 
It makes good business sense to hire 
people that fit into your team 
concept. Here's how. 
By Paul Kaufman 

Labor Saviors 
Superintendents look to 
technology to hedge their largest 
line-item expense. 
By David Frabotta 

Hot Products: Special advertising section begins on page 57 

About the cover 
Ar t D i rec to r Kr is ten Morab i to 
i l lustrates the " c r u n c h " of money 
on our cover w i t h images f r o m 
¡Stock In ternat ional Inc. 

40 Give That Man 
a Cigar 
Mark Wilson has a lot 
to celebrate — his 20th 
anniversary at Valhalla 
G o l f Club and his 
facility hosting the 
Ryder Cup. 
By Bruce Allar 

10 Off the Fringe 
14 Hole of the Month 
44 Top Assistants 
79 Classifieds 

rass Trends 
This month, Golfdom's practical 
research digest for turf managers 
features Biofuels: Part 2, which re-
ports on how straight vegetable oil 
can be a viable fuel with equipment 
modi f i ca t ions . See pages 47-56. 

Online Exclusive 
J " L Read this story only at 

\ I www.golfdom.com/online-
\ — f exclusive: Georgia G C S A 

is a case study in successful 
government relations. 
By David Frabotta 

v / w w . g o l d D m . c a m Go l f dom 

http://www.golfdom.com/online-


The fall fertilizing 
season is here. 

It's t ime to start planning for 
dormant feeding in the north and 

overseeding in the south-with 
Milorganite. Contact your local 

Milorganite distr ibutor and place 
your orders today! 

For Better Results. 
Naturally, 

Milorganite 

Golfdom Six-time winner of the national 
Folio: Award for editorial excellence 
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G O L F D O M A D V I S O R Y S T A F F 

J i m Bar re t t , A S I C 
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Pat B l u m 
C O L O N I A L A C R E S G C 

J o e Boe 
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Terry Bonar , C G C S 
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David Davis, F A S I C 
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Tr ipp Davis 
A S G C A A S S O C I A T E 

Shawn Emerson 
DESERT M O U N T A I N C L U B 

Chr is topher S. Gray Sr. 
M A R V E L G O L F C L U B 

John Gurke, CGCS 
A U R O R A C C 

Steve Hammon 
TRAVERSE CITY G & C C 

J i m H u s t i n g , C G C S 
W O O D B R I D G E G S C C 

J i m Loke, CGCS 
B E N T C R E E K C C 

W a l t e r M a t t i s o n 
(IN M E M O R Y ) 

Steve M e r k e l , CGCS 
L A N D S C A P E S UNLIMITED 

J i m Nicol . C G C S 
HAZELTINE N A T I O N A L G C 

J a m e s S imon in i 
R O B E R T TRENT J O N E S II 

Br i t Stenson 
I M G G O L F C O U R S E D E S I G N 

Bobby Weed, A S G C A 
W E E D G O L F C O U R S E D E S I G N 
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LebanonTurf 

W h e n r h e s c h o o l b e l l r i n g s , d o n r l e t y o u r d o g g o b a c k r o 

s c h o o l ! M a n y d o g s w i l l n a t u r a l l y f o l l o w k i d s — o r w i l l 

b e e n c o u r a g e d t o t a g a l o n g . M a n y b e c o m e l o s t , i n j u r e d , 

o r c a u s e a n u i s a n c e a r o u n d t h e s c h o o l y a r d . K e e p y o u r 

d o g c o n f i n e d w h e n c h i l d r e n l e a v e f o r s c h o o l . I f y o u d r i v e , 

d o n ' t t a k e y o u r d o g w i t h y o u . A n i m a l s l e a r n q u i c k l y 

a n d m a y f i n d t h e i r o w n w a y t o s c h o o l l a t e r o n . B r i e f 

s e p a r a t i o n s d u r i n g t h e d a y s j u s t b e f o r e t h e n e w s c h o o l 

y e a r w i l l h e l p t h o s e c h i l d r e n a n d d o g s t h a t a r e e s p e c i a l l y 

c l o s e . A n d H y o u r d o g i s m i s s i n g , c a l l t h e s c h o o l first! 

Dewey. His owner is John Mar t in , super in tendent at Contra Costa 
Country Club in Pleasant Hi l l , Cal i f . (Photo by: John Martin) 

Improving the Way Professionals Care for Turf 

Proven Mole 

Mimics a Mole's Natural Food Source 

Proven Effective 

Ready-To-Use 

1NC More Than Meets The Eye 
www.be l l l abs .com 

Available from your Bell Distributor 
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Pin High 
• E D I T O R ' S C O M M E N T A R Y 

e's finally hanging it up. Paul 
Voykin has announced his 
retirement at the end of this 
month. This super superinten-
dent is finally parking his utility 
vehicle for good at age 7 7 after 

more than 4 7 years in the business. 

Amazing. 
But what's even more incredible, especially 

in this I-must-changc-jobs-cvcry-five-ycars-
to-get-ahcad in-this-world mentality in which 
we live, is that Voykin is retiring after almost a 
half-cenniry at the same club, the Briarwood 
Country Club in Deerfield, 111. O n top o f that, 
Briarwood is a private club with more than 200 
members — and probably just as many opinions 
on how the putting greens should roll. 

Voykin is not only a hard and loyal worker; 
he's a survivor. 

The first thing I wanted to ask Voykin about 
his retirement when I spoke to him recendy was: 
W h y now? W h y not keep going until you're 85? 

Well, like most retirees, Voykin wants to travel 
and spend more time with his five children and six 
grandchildren while he still has the time. 

My second question to Voykin was: W h y did 
you work into your late 70s (beyond the life 
expectancy of a typical American man)? His an-
swer was simple. Voykin says he still had the verve 
after hitting 65- And he says the club's members 
kept telling him not to even think of retiring. 

It fascinates me that Voykin didn't get bored of 
Briarwood after so many years. I mean, the man 
has literally walked every inch of the place's 160 
acres. So my next question to Voykin was: W h y 
did you stay at the same place for so long? 

I love his refreshing answer to what I asked. 
Voykin says he kept charged by having spring 
fever every day, not just during the spring. 
Having spring fever prompted h im to sec his 
course in a different light. A day didn't go by 
where Voykin didn't appreciate the beauty o f 
his surroundings, from gazing at the glistening 
fairways after a cool, spring rain to listening to 
the birds sing new songs every morning. 

My next question to Voykin was: How did 
you manage to stay at the same place for so long, 
especially a private club? After all, I've heard many 
superintendents say their jobs are comparable to 

At 77, He's Finally 
Calling It Quits 
B Y L A R R Y A Y L W A R D 

PAUL VOYKIN IS NOT 

ONLY A HARD AND 

LOYAL WORKER; 

HE'S A SURVIVOR 

diat o f a Major League Baseball manager. You Gin 
make the playoffs one year and get fired the next. 
So how did Voykin not wear otit his welcome? 

I love his answer to this question, too, 
which perhaps epitomizes how we should all 
approach our jobs. Voykin says he was always 
honest with everyone. He also treated others 
with respect and found that having a sense of 
humor never did him any harm. 

I also asked Voykin: Did you ever have an offer 
from another club to leave Briarwood? His answer 
was "ves, 22 times." Voykin was offered more 

/ J 
money and says Augusta National even called. He 
considered some of the offers, but no offer was 
ever enough to lure him from Briarwood. 

1 also asked Voykin: What was your biggest 
contribution to the industry? He didn't even have 
to think about the answer. Voykin says he helped 
spur golfs environmental movement by lobbying 
for courses to implement more no-mow zones and 
plant more wildflowers. 

My final question to Voykin was whether he 
had any regrets. And just as Frank Sinatra sings in 
" M y Way," Voykin says he has a few. A big regret 
was getting divorced from the love o f his life after 
18 years. Voykin admits that working seven days a 
week was not good for his marriage, even though 
he felt like he had to give his all to his job to sup-
port his family. If he could redo one diing, Voykin 
says he would've spent more time at home with 
his wife and kids. 

Through all the highlights and low lights, 
though, Voykin will leave Briarwood a thankful 
man. He was not born with a silver spoon in his 
mouth and as a kid often ate lard and homemade 
bread for dinner. Voykin is genuinely appreciative 
for the life this industry has afforded him. 

I suspect that the feeling is munial. 

Aylward can be reached at laylward@questex.com. 

mailto:laylward@questex.com


Keep your greens Poa-free and they' l l be looking for another 
excuse for their missed putt. 

Fall prevention is the secret to smooth greens in the Spring. W i th 
weeds l ike Poa, goosegrass, and crabgrass your best control 
strategy is prevention - just don't let em get started. 

Extensive tr ia ls throughout the United States have demonstrated 
the effectiveness of Bensumec™ 4 LF and Pre-San® Granules for 
control of crabgrass, goosegrass, annual bluegrass and many 
other undesirable grasses and broadleaf weeds. 

Both Bensumec and Pre-San provide the t w o key preemergent 
benefits on your greens: highly ef fect ive weed control and high • > 
turfgrass tolerance. Stop your Poa annua problem before it starts 
and they won' t be blaming you. 

„„.PRE-SAN 
GRANULAR 12.5G 

PRE-SAN 
GRANULAR 7G 

60*OON'S 

BENSUMEC' 4} KJ? 
P R E E M I N E N T G R A S S A M l 0 H E R B I C I D E 

C O N T A I N S B E T A S A/4 

SMOMltaMttM 

CAUTION 



Like a lone sentry, it stands guard on every hole. 

WATCHING ALL. 
' 'ScWiSt I 

W i t n e s s i n g greatness and failure alike. 
• ' 1 I-

J o y and anguish. 

It will be leaned against. 

It will be used to hold cigars. 

Over it, jokes will be told, business deals will be cut and bets will be won and lost. 

It will be there when a golfer holes out in one. 

And yet, nary a thought will be given to it. 

Unless, of course, it wasn't there. 

For over a half century, Par Aide products have stood tall, gracing course landscapes and serving as an iron-clad 



testament to quality, innovation and attention to detail. Learn more at paraide.com. 
PAR 
AIDE 

Part of the game. 



B u s i n e s s 

briefs 

N E W S W I T H A H O O K 

SoCal Supers Can Get Cash 
Through Rebate Program 
A new rebate program that helps Southern 
California golf courses save water while 
improving distribution uniformity has been 
launched by the state's Metropolitan Water 
District (MWD) and local water agencies, ac-
cording to Underhil l International. 

Called "Save Water - Save a Buck," the 
program encourages golf course superinten-
dents to replace plastic nozzles on large turf 
rotors with solid metal FCI Profile nozzles. 
The metal nozzles have been shown in test-
ing by the Center for Irrigation Technology 
(CIT-California State University, Fresno) to 
improve irrigation distribution uniformity while 
conserving water and energy, according to 
Underhill International, which manufactures 
the nozzles. 

Golf courses receive a $ 13 rebate per 
replacement set of metal nozzles with a 2 5 -
nozzle set minimum. There is no maximum 
on the metal nozzle sets that can be retro-
fitted. The program is currently of fered in 
four counties: Los Angeles County, Orange 
County, Riverside County and southern Ven-
tura County. FCI Profile nozzles are the only 
nozzles that have been tested by the CIT and 
approved by M W D for this rebate program, 
according to Underhill International. 

"With water consumption in the South-
west at a reported 8 8 million gallons per 
course annually, it is not surprising that 
water districts in the Sun Belt are seeking 
innovative ways to use water more efficiently 
while also improving play condit ions and turf 
health," said Ed Underhill, president of Un-
derhill International. 

For more information, contact 
www.bewaterwise.com or call 8 7 7 - 7 2 8 - 2 2 8 2 . 

MSMA Lives... For Now 
HERBICIDE MAY NOT BE BANNED BY EPA AFTER ALL, RESEARCHER 

SAYS. ALSO, A NEW HERBICIDE FOR POA CONTROL? 

By Larry Aylward, Editor in Chief 

Ihat would Mark 
Twain say about 
M S M A ? T h a t the 
rumors o f the em-
battled herbicide's 

demise have been greatly exaggerated. 

G o l f turf expert Fred Yelverton, 
a professor o f crop science at North 
Carolina State University, is saying 
the same thing. Yelverton, who spoke 
at the Warm-Season Weed Control 
Symposium 
sponsored by 
Bayer Envi-
ronmental Sci-
ence July 9 - 1 0 
in Newport, 
R.I. , reported 
that the En-
vironmental 
Protection 
Agency might 
not ban M S M A after all. 

M S M A , classified as an organic 
arsenical, is used for grass weed control 
in bcrmudagrass and zoysiagrass and on 
some cool-season turfgrasses. It is used 
for postcmergence control o f goose-
grass, crabgrasses and dallisgrass in ber-
mudagrass. In 2 0 0 6 , EPA announced it 
would cancel reregistration of any pesti-
cides containing M S M A . Arsenic levels 
left by M S M A "raise a concern for can-

Fred Yelverton 

cer risk," EPA officials concluded. 

But nearly two years later, M S M A 
is still around. " W e thought EPA was 
going to ban it six months ago," Yel-
verton said, "but it has new life. What 
are the chances o f keeping it? I would 
say 50-50 . T h e final decision could be 
tomorrow, or it might be six months 
from now." 

EPA is taking a second look at 
M S M A because the organization ad-
mits it acted too quickly to dismiss it. 

"There are some people who believe 
the EPA was under political pressure 
to ban some products," Yelverton said. 
"Because M S M A was not used in manv 
commodities, it was an easy target." 

T h e EPA has agreed to take a second 
look at M S M A for two reasons, Yel-
verton said. First, it underestimated the 
need for M S M A , especially in the golf 
course industry. Second, EPA admits 
it might have overestimated the risk o f 
organic arsenic and MSMA's contribu-
tion to environmental inorganic arsenic 
levels. Yelverton noted that organic 
arsenic is a naturally occurring element, 
l l i e problem has been that people, 
including environmentalists, associate 
M S M A with inorganic arsenics, which 
are very toxic. "But organic arsenics are 
not," he added. 

Continued on page 12 
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