
Do turfgrass maintenance issues affect 
your federal voting preferences, such 
as worker availability (H2B) or chemical 
regulations? 

Yes, it's important to address our profession 
at the national level 

• No, there are more important things than golf 

No, most of the issues that affect our 
profession are local 

O b a m a . Five p e r c e n t of r e s p o n d e n t s 
said they would abstain f rom voting, and 
1 p e r c e n t said they w o u l d vo t e for a 
third-part) ' candidate. 

At presst ime, the latest G a l l u p Poll 
showed O b a m a leading with 48 percent 
of the vote and McCain with 45 percent 
of the vote. O b a m a led throughout much 
of the campaign by double-digit margins, 
but McCain has gained ground since the 
Republican National Convent ion. 

M o r e than half of r e sponden t s (55 
percent) say they support and respect their 
candidate of choice, despite the widespread 
public sentiment that neither candidate can 
possibly be die best that the country has to 
offer. Fewer than one in three of supcrin-

W h a t fede ra l i ssues help d i c t a t e your cand ida te of cho i ce? 
(p lease choose th ree answe rs ) 

E c o n o m y w t m 

N a t i o n a l S e c u r i t y 

T a x e s f̂fl 
M i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t s 43% 

H e a l t h c a r e 30% 
I m m i g r a t i o n r e f o r m 27% 

k 

S t a n c e o n a b o r t i o n 16% 
P r i v a c y r i g h t s 

O t h e r P i 

tendents (30 percent) said the)'were voting 
for the lesser of evils, and 10 percent said 
they were voting for a candidate to spite 
another political part)'. Five percent said 
they will vote out of constitutional duty. 

Sixty- three pe rcen t of r e s p o n d e n t s 
said turfgrass maintenance issues do not 
influence their federal voting preferences, 
while 37 percent of respondents said it 
was important to address turfgrass main-
tenance issues, such as worker availability 
and chemical regulations, at the national 
level. Mak ing up the 6 3 percent who do 
not vote on professional issues, 37 percent 
said there are more important things than 
golf, and 26 percent said most turfgrass 
maintenance issues are local. • 

What statement best reflects your opinion of the media coverage surrounding this election? 

T h e m e d i a clearly s u p p o r t s le f t - lean ing cand ida tes B T j u H 

H i e m e d i a are par t ot the c i r c u s a n d fail to cover t he issues 

The m e d i a cyc le w a s too long, a n d I 'm j u s t g lad i t 's over B E ^ f l l 

The med ia w a s fair, ba lanced a n d appropriate in i ts coverage 
« • 
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The m e d i a c lear ly s u p p o r t s r igh t - lean ing cand ida tes • J 0/g F 

Methodology: 
W e e-mailed 9 ,505 subscribers our 
survey, and 4 1 9 completed it, giving us a 
4.4 percent response rate. The margin of 
error is plus or minus 4.68. 

The survey was in the field for two 
weeks. No incentive was given, and the 
survey was only allowed to be completed 
once for every e-mail address. 

Cover and Protect Bridges 
with BridgeRunners 
Eliminate costly main tenance or 

r e p a i r . . . o r " r e su r f ace" damaged 
areas. Excellent dry a n d wet 

t ract ion. Genuine rubbe r in 3 ' , 4 ' 
and 6' widths, lengths to 100', o r 

16' sections with interlocking t a b s . 
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Times have changed for these old-t ime' golf course superintendents, 
but they have no regrets about getting into the business 

B Y R Y A N G R A F F f the 10 dozen or so 
ways a golf course 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
GUI blow his bud-
ge t , t h e p h o n e 
bill usual ly i sn ' t 

J 

o n e of t h e m . 
B u t a 19-ycar-old 

rookie can manage 
to w r e c k even tha t . 

Jus t ask Ken L a p p . 

Lapp landed his first s u p e r i n t e n d e n t job 
in 1955 at the Fresh M e a d o w G o l f C l u b 
near C h i c a g o . H e h a d six years o f exper i -
ence w o r k i n g for his f a t h e r a t t h e n e a r b y 
St. A n d r e w s G o l f C l u b , wh ich was o w n e d 
by J e m s e k G o l f , t h e s a m e c o m p a n y t h a t 
o w n e d Fresh M e a d o w . H e w a n t e d t o be 
a s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , b u t h e w a s s t u n n e d 
n e v e r t h e l e s s w h e n o n e of t h e o w n e r s of 

J e m s e k G o l f walked in to the m a i n t e n a n c e 
faci l i ty a n d asked , "You still w a n t to be a 
g recnkccper?" 

"[ a lmos t fell over ," Lapp says. H e t o o k 
t h e job , " a n d I abso lu te ly r ang up the big-
gest p h o n e bills cal l ing m y P o p a n d ask ing 
for advice." 

F i f t y - t h r e e years la ter , L a p p stil l r u n s 
c o u r s e s f o r J e m s e k G o l f , t h o u g h n o w 
h e w a t c h e s o v e r t h e C o g H i l l C o u n t r y 
C l u b , a f o u r - c o u r s e c l u b in L a m o n t , 111., 
w h e r e he has been the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t for 
3 6 years. 

L a p p h a s c o m p a n y as s e l f - p r o f e s s e d 
"o ld - t imers" w h o supervise courses a r o u n d 
t h e c o u n t r y . T h e r e ' s T e r r y B o n a r , w h o 
has w o r k e d at t h e C a n t e r b u r y G o l f C l u b 
in C l e v e l a n d fo r 4 7 years , 2 5 as s u p e r i n -
t e n d e n t . A n d Ri ley S t o t t e r n , a 4 2 - y e a r 

Continued on page 44 

Who: Ken Lapp, 72. 
Got his start : Working under his father at 
S t Andrews Country Club in Illinois. 
First superintendent job: Fresh Meadow Golf 
Club in Illinois at age 19. 
Secret to his success: "You've got to have, and 
I was lucky to have, an understanding family 
and an understanding wife. Because when you 
get in extreme weather, you're out there seven 
days a week." 

Best part of the job: "Working outdoors. You work 
to get the place looking the best you can get it" 
Advice to superintendents: "Make sure you 

know what you're gett ing into. [A lot of young 
guys] don't see me after they go home at 3 :30 
p.m. I may be out here until 9 p.m. if some-
thing's going wrong. They don't see that." 



W S / , M B , 
TURF MERCHANTS, I N C 

NO SINGLE BENTGRASS DOES IT ALL 

A creeping bentgrass that performs well 
at putting green height may get puffy on 
tees and fairways — or collars. That's why 
you need choices, and Turf Merchants 
has those quality selections. 

WE DRAW ON SEVERAL BENTGRASS 
BREEDERS AND SEED PRODUCERS 

There are as many opinions on what 
constitutes a quality bent as there 
are uses and locations, so we draw 
from some of the best breeders and 
Oregon growers to produce our time-
proven, top-performing varieties. 

All this and more 
naturally f rom: 

800.421.1735 

WINTER OVERSEEDING BENTGRASSES 
NEEDN'T COST A FORTUNE 

As creeping bentgrass gains favor over 
Poa trivialis for winter overseeding the 
tighter new bermudagrass cultivars, 
we have quality choices that needn't 
cost an arm, a leg, and that new greens 
mower you've budgeted for. 

THE BOTTOM LINE IS SIMPLE -
YOU NOW HAVE SEVERAL CHOICES 

If you can't sort them out, we have 
people who can help you select which 
bentgrass best fits your specific needs. 

Choose to call Turf Merchants today! 

33390 Tangent Loop / Tangent, OR 97389 

Phone 541.926.8649 / FAX 541.926.4435 

Quality creeping bentgrasses from TMI: 

Benchmark DSR™ 
• Exceptional Genet ic a n d Fall Color 
• Super ior rat ings in the 2004 NTEP 

Green Trial for Dollar Spot, 
Red Thread a n d Leaf Spot res is tance 

Backspin 
• Excellent for tees a n d fa i rways 
• Take-All Patch a n d Dollar Spot 

Resis tance 
• Good low ni t rogen p e r f o r m a n c e 

Trueline 
• Excellent for tees a n d fairways 
• Excellent for winter overseeding 
• N u m b e r 1 for e s t ab l i shmen t 
• Good low ni t rogen p e r f o r m a n c e 

Plus Barracuda and VIP Fairway Blend 

give us a look: www.turfmerchants.com 

http://www.turfmerchants.com
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Who: Terry Bonar, 67. 
Got his s tar t : Canterbury Golf Club in 1961 after graduat ing 
in the second class ever f rom the turfgrass management 
program at Pennsylvania State University. 
First super intendent job: Canterbury Golf Club in 1984 after 
a few years serving on the crew, four years serving in the Air 
Force and a few more years as an assistant. 
Secret to his success: Work ing at a tournament course 
that kept him busy - Canterbury has hosted the 1 9 7 3 PGA 
Championship, two U.S. Amateurs, four Senior TPCs and 
a U.S. Senior Open while Bonar's been there. And he's 
preparing for the 2 0 0 9 Senior PGA Championship. Bonar 
says f inding good people has also made him successful. "If 
you have good people who are happy doing their jobs, you 
can do anything." 

Best part of the job: "When you leave that golf course in 
the afternoon, 9 9 percent of the t ime it's better than when 
you got there. You can look to see what you've done that 
day. And a lot of people never get to see that in the jobs 
they have." 

Advice to superintendents: "Give your best every day. If you're 
a good person and giving your best effort , people notice that 
and it will take you far." 

More Than Meets The Eye I t l O I ' I O X I k , IMC 

www.belllabs.com 
Available from your Ml Distributor 

Continued from page 42 
m e m b e r of the Golf C o u r s e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s Associat ion 
of Amer ican , has run a b o u t 10 courses and is cur ren t ly su-
pervising the cons t ruc t ion o f Kokopel l i G o l f C l u b in Apple 
Valley, U t a h . 

T h e three s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s have seen p len ty of changes 
d u r i n g the i r c o m b i n e d 148 years o n t he job . L a p p h a n d 
watered greens and tees long before he could sit at his desk and 
irrigate the 1,000 acres at C o g Hil l with a few mouse clicks. 
Bonar cu t greens at onc-quar tc r inch l ong before he used a 
mic romete r to measure blade height o n his greens mowers . 
A n d each fretted abou t how to keep turfgrass both healthy and 
short long before the rise of plant g rowth regulators. 

For the m o s t pa r t , advances in t e c h n o l o g y have m a d e 
the g a m e and t he j o b be t te r . T h e s e days , courses s t ay in 
s u c h g o o d s h a p e y e a r - r o u n d t ha t if " y o u w a n t to p u t a 
t o u r n a m e n t o n it, y o u jus t have to buff it o u t a lit t le b i t , " 
S to t te rn says. 

And it has leveled the playing field, so to speak. W h e n he 
started, golfers w i t h o u t coun t ry - c lub m e m b e r s h i p s played 
l o w e r - q u a l i t y p r i v a t e l y o w n e d a n d m u n i c i p a l c o u r s e s . 
" T h e r e used to be a s e p a r a t i o n , " S t o t t e r n recalls. " B u t I 
t h i n k wi th the t echno logy t ha t t he gap has closed and the 
d e m a n d s placed on s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s by golfers have go t t en 
to the p o i n t where all golf courses are good now." 

T h e career pa th has changed , too. "I came u p f r o m the 
Continued on page 46 

Proven Mole 
Mimics a Mole's Natural Food Source 

Proven Effective 

Ready-To-Use 

http://www.belllabs.com


WE'LL WORRY ABOUT RAKES 

Today, you have to p r e s e n t y o u r budge t to the boa rd . We ' re g u e s s i n ' t h e l as t th ing y o u ' l l t a l k 

abou t is the f i ne r po in ts of a b u n k e r r a k e ' s b u s i n e s s end . Luck i l y , w e ' v e put a lot of t h o u g h t 

in to t h o s e f i ne r po in t s , c r e a t i n g a c o m p l e t e l ine of gol f c o u r s e a c c e s s o r i e s and t o o l s 

d e s i g n e d to be r e l i e d on. day a f t e r day. 

Hey. s o m e b o d y ' s g o t t a th ink abou t t h i s s t u f f 



Been Around 

Continued from page 44 
old school , t h r o u g h the ranks , " Lapp 
says. " T h e s e y o u n g men now, they ' re 
go ing to college, and they ' r e c o m i n g 
o u t well educa ted . " 

L i k e L a p p , S t o t t e r n a l s o c a m e 
t h r o u g h the r a n k s u n d e r t h e eye of 
his f a t h e r , w h o h i m s e l f was t h e son 

If you want to do well 

in this industry, then 

get your degree in 

business management 

while you are taking 

agronomy classes. 

Then work for a good 

superintendent who 

can teach you how to 

grow turf. 

o f a s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . " T h r o u g h t h e 
s c h o o l o f h a r d k n o c k s , t h a t ' s h o w I 
g rew up , " S t o t t e r n says. " M y dad , he 
d i d n ' t cu t m e a n y slack a n d he m a d e 
m e d o all t h e jobs , a n d I a p p r e c i a t e 
tha t n o w . " 

B o t h of t h e s e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s , 
t h o u g h , n o t e t ha t e i t h e r p a t h t a k e n 
these days is valid and chal lenging. 

Bonar had a foo t in each wor ld . H e 
s ta r ted o u t in t he second class ever at 
Pennsy lvan ia S ta t e Un ive r s i ty ' s t u r f -
grass m a n a g e m e n t p r o g r a m , b u t he 
h a d n e v e r w o r k e d o n a golf c o u r s e 
b e f o r e . "I g o t g o o d g r a d e s b e c a u s e 
I c o u l d m e m o r i z e , " he says . " B u t I 
d i d n ' t k n o w a lo t a b o u t w h a t t h e y 
were talking abou t . Hav ing never d o n e 
it, I c o u l d n ' t p ic tu re it in m y m i n d . " 
So he d r o p p e d ou t for a year, w e n t to 
w o r k o n a go l f cou r se a n d t h e n f i n -
ished his degree . Even tua l l y he m a d e 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t a t C a n t e r b u r y Gol f 
C l u b — the on ly c o u r s e h e has ever 
w o r k e d . 

N o t all t he c h a n g e in t e c h n o l o g y 
has b e e n g r ea t for s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s , 
t h o u g h . " Y o u ' r e a l w a y s o n a ca l l , " 
S t o t t e r n says. "Back w h e n I f irst go t 
i n to the business , y o u cou ld leave o n 
a Fr iday a f t e r n o o n and go play golf , 
a n d y o u d i d n ' t h a v e to w o r r y a b o u t 
it u n t i l S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g b e c a u s e 
n o b o d y bo the r ed y o u . Today, y o u ' r e 
c o n s t a n t l y o n t he p h o n e , even w h e n 
y o u ' r e t ry ing to play golf ." 

A n d t h e r e a r e n e w d e m a n d s o n 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s t ha t they d i d n ' t use 
to have. 

" I t ' s a business — y o u ' v e go t e m -
ployees, you 've got all the g o v e r n m e n t 
r e g u l a t i o n s a n d so f o r t h , " S t o t t e r n 
adds . "I used to j u m p o n a mower a n d 
go m o w six h o u r s a day a n d he lp m y 
g u y s o u t . W e h a d a g rea t t i m e , a n d 
there were no p rob lems . T h a t d o e s n ' t 
h a p p e n m u c h a n y m o r e . " 

In f a c t , t h e s e d a y s , " w h e n I ge t 
011 a m o w e r i t ' s a p r e t t y g o o d s i g n 
t h a t m a y b e m y c r e w o u g h t t o j u s t 
s t ay a w a y f r o m m e , " S t o t t e r n a d d s . 
" I t ' s o n e of those stress relievers, you 

Send Us Your Words of Wisdom 
The veterans you're reading about in this story offer some sound advice to younger 
superintendents. Golfdom realizes there are plenty of veteran superintendents out there 
who might have some good advice to share. We invite you to send us your words of 
wisdom so we can communicate it to other superintendents. Send your thoughts and 
pointers to Editor in Chief Larry Aylward at laylward@questex.com. 

mailto:laylward@questex.com


OLD-TIMERS AT A GLANCE 

WHO: Riley Stottern, 64. 
Got his star t : Work ing for his dad at Wil low Creek Country Club in Salt Lake City 
during high school. 

First superintendent job: Oak Ridge Country Club in Farmington, Utah in 1966. 
N o w a t : Supervising construct ion at Kokopel l i Golf Club in Apple Valley, Utah. 
Secret to success: "I've been on golf courses down in the desert Southwest and 
also I've had a mountain golf course at 8 .000 feet, so I've become very versatile 
on the kinds of turf and condit ions and what needs to be done. I guess maybe 
that's made my worth a little bit more to owners and to people looking for some-
one to build golf courses." 

Best part of the job: "There's nothing like smell ing the f resh-mown grass every 
morning. Gett ing up early to watch the sun come up and seeing your golf course 
and being able to watch it grow." 

Advice for young superintendents: "Go to school and get a degree in business 
management and take all the agronomic or science classes you can take during 
that period of time. Then go work for a good golf course superintendent who'l l 
show you the ins and outs of growing turf." 

k n o w . W h e n I ' m o n a m o w e r , 1 usu-
al ly d o n ' t h a v e a p h o n e o n m e or I 
d o n ' t h a v e a r ad io w i t h m e , a n d I ' m 
j u s t o u t t h e r e e n j o y i n g myself for a 
l i t t le wh i l e . " 

St i l l , these " o l d - t i m e r s " have f e w 
regrets. 

"I always k n e w f had a g rea t j o b , " 
Bonar says. "And then eight years ago 
t he c l u b b o u g h t me a d o g . N o w h o w 
good is that?" 

Mol ly , a border collie, is on official 

C a n a d a geese d u t y , b u t s h e s p e n d s 
all day w i t h B o n a r . " N o w I 've g o t a 
b u d d y , " h e says. A n d " she ' s t he bes t 
P R I ' v e e v e r h a d . A l o t of p e o p l e 
d i d n ' t k n o w m y n a m e , b u t they k n o w 
Mol ly ." 

L a p p is s i m i l a r l y p o s i t i v e . " I ' v e 
never regretted get t ing in the golf busi-
ness," he says. "I love it. In this stage of 
life, I be t te r love it." • 

Graff is a freelance writer from Chicago. 

T o u r n e y Fungicide controls 
the " B i g 3 " diseases: 

' ' - •; - • • .-' . -

• b r o w n patch 
• anthracnose 
• dollar spot 

r 

• plus others 

Tourney 
F i i N f . i r i n F * 

Products That Work, From People Who Care 
w w w . v a l e n t p r o . c o m | 800-89-VALENT (898-2536) 

Read and follow the label instructions before using 

http://www.valentpro.com


Primo 
PGR has deve loped into a vi ta l a p p a r a t u s in 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ' t u r f m a i n t e n a n c e too lbox 

B Y L A R R Y A Y L W A R D 
E D I T O R I N C H I E F L.B.P. T h a t acronym stands for 

" L i f e B e f o r e P r i m o . " 
I Charles Joach im, long-

t ime certified golf course supe r in t enden t of 
C h a m p i o n s Co i f C l u b in H o u s t o n , r e m e m -
bers L .B.P . as spend ing a lot of t ime a top a 
fairway mower . 

How many rotors wil l you need to buy, 
install, dig up and replace to last as long as 

one Rain Bird EAGLE™ Series Rotor? 

" W e m o w e d all the t ime," says Joach im, 
not ing that his course's bermudagrass fairways 
never s topped growing in the Texas heat. 

A n d then a r o u n d 2000 , J o a c h i m sprayed 
P r i m o M A X X , t h e p o p u l a r p l a n t g r o w t h 
regulator f r o m Syngenta Professional P rod -
ucts, o n his fa i rways. E igh t years later he ' s 
still spraying it even ' 30 days. 

"Because of P r imo , we on ly have to m o w 
it a b o u t half t h e t i m e w e used to m o w it," 
J o a c h i m says. 

O t h e r s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s f r o m across the 
land w a x s imi l a r a n e c d o t e s a b o u t P r i m o , 
wh ich tu rns 15 this year. It jus t seems like 
last year tha t the P G R , which slows vertical 
g r o w t h on all m a j o r turfgrasses, was r e g i s S -

t e red for use. B u t it was 1 9 9 3 w h e n S y n -
g e n t a ( then k n o w n as C iba ) registered the 
p r o d u c t , first called P r i m o a n d t h e n re- in-
t r o d u c e d in 1997 as P r i m o M A X X w i t h a 
fo rmula t ion present ing the active ingredient 
in a smaller size. In add i t ion to s lowing the 
p roduc t ion of gibberellic acid a n d reducing 
clippings by a b o u t 50 pe rcen t for up to four 
weeks, Syngen t a says P r i m o also improves 
tur f qual i ty a n d provides a high level of prc-
stress cond i t ion ing . 

W h i l e P r i m o is 15, it 's n o t as o ld as the 
n u m b e r of years of research than wen t in to 
c rea t ing it — a b o u t 2 0 . D e n n i s S h c p a r d , 
P h . D . , S y n g e n t a field d e v e l o p m e n t m a n -
ager, says tha t the success of P r i m o has been 
helped by a great p a r t n e r s h i p b e t w e e n the 
c o m p a n y , un ive r s i t y researchers a n d turf 
m a n a g e r s . " T h e c o m p a n y s u p p o r t e d n u -
merous university research projects to bet ter 
unders tand P r imo ' s effect on turf ," Shepard 
says. " W h e n the researchers saw h o w well 
P r i m o worked, they developed new ideas for 
research wh ich con t inues today." 

S h e p a r d r e m e m b e r s w h e n h e w a s in 



g r a d u a t e s c h o o l a t N o r t h C a r o l i n a 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . H i s p r o f e s s o r was 
Joe D i P a o l a , Syngcn ta ' s previous golf 
marke t manager , w h o was researching 
p lan t g rowth regulators to slow d o w n 
grass growth and improve turf quality in 
the process. DiPaola b r o u g h t his P G R 
knowledge to C iba when the c o m p a n y 
subsequently hired h im, Shepard says. 

"1 have t o give J o e DiPaola a lot of 
credit ," says Shepard , w h o later jo ined 
C iba and worked wi th DiPaola in de-
veloping Pr imo. 

P r imo was initially labeled for use o n 
fairways, tees and roughs. Syngenta added 
greens to the label in 1996. Shepard says 
superintendents have contributed to how 
to use Pr imo. O n e key suggestion they 
m a d e was to use it at lower rates more 
frequently. T h i s is especially true for ap-
plication to greens where they may spray 
everv seven to 14 days. 

J J 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s today use P r i m o 
M A X X for m y r i a d reasons , S h e p a r d 
says. S lowing tu r f g r o w t h is jus t o n e 
reason, and it has ancillary benefits. Re-
peated appl ica t ions of P r imo MAXX, 
wh ich can be tank-mixed wi th all f u n -
gicides o n t he m a r k e t , will he lp turf 
increase stress tolerance and assist f u n -
gicide activity, Shepard says. 

Scott Nair , super in tendent of Kukio 
Golf C l u b in K o n a , Hawa i i , has been 
u s i n g P r i m o s ince it was an e x p e r i -
mental p r o d u c t in 1992. Na i r sprayed 

it w h e n he was s u p e r i n t e n d e n t at t he 
Boulders Gol f Club , a 36-hole complex 
in Carefree, Ariz., to aid in overseeding. 
Pr imo slowed the scalped bermudagrass 
growth and allowed the seeded ryegrass 
to transition in. Nair says Syngenta has 
refined Primo's role in overseeding, and 
t he p r o d u c t has become a solid tool to 
help supe r in t enden t s d u r i n g the over-
seeding process. Nair now sprays Pr imo 
Maxx "religiously" on Kukio's paspalum 
greens, and says it has helped h im achieve 
consistent green speed. 

Dave Ravel, Syngenta 's golf marke t 
manage r , says P r i m o " took o f f ' a f t e r 
proving it improved turf quali ty. Ove r 
the years, Pr imo has gained a n a m e and 
a following for providing labor savings, 
clipping reduction and turf quality. " N o w 
the buzz is for fiiel savings," Ravel adds. 

W h e n gas pr ices b e g a n to c l i m b , 
Syngenta began to research h o w much 
Pr imo could save an 18-holc course in 

m o w i n g expenses . Shepa rd es t imates 
t ha t if ben tg ras s fa i rways are m o w e d 
an average of f o u r t imes a week for 2 5 
weeks and b e r m u d a g r a s s fairways are 
m o w e d th ree t o four t imes a week for 
30 weeks, the annual fuel savings f r o m 
e l imina t ing o n e m o w i n g a week could 

equal $3,750. Syngenta estimates a labor 
savings o f $ 3 , 0 0 0 wi th those mowings 
for a total of $ 6 , 7 5 0 . W i t h the cost of 
P r i m o M A X X at $ 5 , 5 4 4 , the savings 
would be $1 ,206 . 

Shepard says P r i m o has a t ta ined as 
much brand loyalty as any turf product . 
"People don ' t think of trincxapac-cthyl," 
Shepard says, citing the product 's active 
ingredient. " They think of Primo." 

Ravel expects Syngenta will celebrate 
Primo's 25th anniversary in 10 years be-
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cause superintendents will face the same 
turf issues then. "1 th ink Pr imo will be 
around for a long time," he adds. 

For n o w — happy birthday, Primo. • 

In testing under extreme conditions, Rain Bird 
EAGLE Series Rotors lasted up to 10 times longer 

than the next closest competitor's best rotors. 

Rain^BIRD 



Nate James is not afraid to put in the t ime 

Editor's note: I op Assistants will feature 
a question-and-answer session with an 
assistant superintendent every month. If 
you d like to nominate someone for the 
feature, please send an e-mail to Larry 
Aylward at laylward@qitestex. com. 

Kristy James is a big fan of her h u s b a n d s 
work ethic. T h a t ' s w h y she nomina ted 
N a t e James to be profiled on this page. 

" H e ' s t he ha rdes t -work ing m a n in 
the world," Kristy says. 

Nate is the assistant superintendent for 
the Wasatch Mountain State Park Soldier 
Hollow Golf Course in the Rocky M o u n -
tains of Midway, Utah. 

Another th ing Kristy noticed abou t 
N a t e is his passion for the profess ion. 
Ear l ie r this yea r wh i l e p r e p a r i n g his 

course for a t ou rnamen t , she said N a t e 
slept six hours in two nights. 

W e caught up with Nate recendy to ask 
h im a few questions about work and life. 

Golfdom: W h a t ' s your favorite part of the 
job? 
James: I e n j o y the diversity of the job. 
Each day brings a n e w set of tasks. 

Golfdom: W h o has been the biggest influ-
ence on your career and why? 
James: All four of t he s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 
w h o 1 have w o r k e d w i t h have p layed 
an impor tan t role in the assistant tha t 1 
am, and the super in tendent that 1 strive 
to be. M y father wou ld have to be m y 
biggest influence in my career, instilling 
in me a hard work ethic and a sense of 
pride in my work. 

Golfdom: Wha t ' s your favorite product or 
piece of e q u i p m e n t and why? 
James: T h e T o r o 5700 D spray rig. An 
application of any product on your course 
takes a good opera tor a n d an even bet-
ter piece of equ ipment , especially when 
it comcs to t he risk of wha t c o u l d go 
wrong. T h e 5700 D has been a reliable 
and simple piece of equipment . 

Gol fdom: H o w m a n y yea r s have y o u 
worked in the golf industry? 
James: Th i r t e en years. I started work ing 
in the golf industry as a seasonal in 1995 
and have c o n t i n u e d work ing unt i l t he 
present . 

Golfdom: If you could change someth ing 
a b o u t t h e i n d u s t r y r i gh t n o w , w h a t 
would you change? 
James: I feel that the maintenance side of 
golf deserves m o r e respect for the job(s) 
tha t we do. 

Golfdom: Describe yourself in one word: 
James: Dedicated. 

Golfdom: W h a t is your favorite h o b b y 
and why? 
James: 1 guess 1 h a v e m o r e t h a n o n e 
favorite hobby; it depends on the r ime 
of year. I en joy hun t ing and camping in 
the fall, and fishing and boat ing du r ing 
the sp r ing and s u m m e r . I really en joy 
doing anything ou tdoors 

Golfdom: W h a t ' s your favorite vacat ion 
spot? 
James: U t a h is t he c losest t h i n g to a 
favorite vacation spot for me. G o nor th 

and you have cool, snow-covered m o u n -
tains. If you go south , y o u have warm, 
deser t c l imate . T h e r e is always s o m e -
thing to do in Utah no mat ter what part 
of the state you're in. 

Golfdom: Wha t ' s your favorite golf course 
besides your own? 
James: Calusa Pines G o l f C l u b in N a -
ples, Fla. N o t h i n g is ou t of place on the 
entire property. 

Golfdom: If a mov ie w e r e m a d e a b o u t 
your life, wha t famous actor would play 
you? 
James: 1 th ink that Kevin Costner would 
be a good fit. H e is also passionate about 
his work , bu t he can have comedic and 
down-to-ear th sides as well. 

Golfdom: It's your last day on Earth. W h a t 
would you do? 
James: I would spend it wi th my family, 
fr iends and two dogs. • 
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