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of swans that raised rheir young on rhe C l u b 
Course earlier rhis year. 

" T h e m o t h e r and father jus t showed u p 
one day," he says. "They had their chicks here 
and h u n g around for abou t a m o n t h . T h e y 
k n e w it was a safe haven . If it was no t an 
environmentally friendly place, they wouldn ' t 
have stayed." 

It has been H u b b a r d ' s goal to make the 
golf courses he oversees a safe haven for all 
p l an t life a n d wildl i fe . T h e ce r t i f i ed golf 
c o u r s e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t has t e a m e d w i t h 
Broken Sound 's General Manager and Chief 
Opera t ing Off icer J o h n Crean to assemble a 
sweeping envi ronmenta l m a n a g e m e n t plan 
t ha t ex t ends f r o m the golf courses to t he 
clubhouses. 

N o t only is the Broken Sound Club doing 
the right thing environmentally, it has taken a 
leadership position locally for the green move-
ment . And the public relations of doing so has 
boosted the club's environmental image. 

"It's one of the most progressive clubs I've 
ever seen," H u b b a rd says. 

Case in po in t : Broken S o u n d is in t he 
midst of implement ing a massive $13.5 mil-
lion reclaimed water project, paid for by the 
city of Boca Raton. T h e project will be com-
pleted on the O ld Course in December before 
beginning on the Club Course next year. 

For years, the city of Boca Raton has been 
d u m p i n g about 6 million gallons o f treated 
was t ewa te r i n t o t he o c e a n , w h i c h H u b -
bard says has been a waste of m o n e y a n d 
resources. M u c h of that water will n o w be 
directed to Broken S o u n d and used for golf 
course irrigation, a m o n g other things. It will 
cost Broken Sound about $300 ,000 a year in 
utilities to pay for the reclaimed water . 

"This means wc won' t be pulling water out 
of the aquifer anymore," Hubbard says. "Every 
golf course in Florida should be irrigating with 
reclaimed water." 

When he arrived at Broken Sound, Hubbard 
went to work o n the two courses' landscapes. 
He says he set out to add "texture" to the two < 
courses by adding landscape beds and natural 
settings for wildlife. T h e courses are now more 
scenic and colorful. "We've totally changed rhe ¿5 
look of the golf courses," Hubbard says. g 

H u b b a r d also noticed the thousands of S 

Continued from page 28 
scenery a round h im. H e is still stirred when 
he sees a great blue heron flapping its mighty 
wings while flying over a fairway. And there's 
nothing like the spectacular sight of the morn-
ing sunrise over the pond located on the O ld 
Course's 18th hole. 

Hubbard beams when he talks about a pair 

Vegetation around ponds 
provides buffer zones for 
pesticides and ferti l izer. 
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annual flowers and plants dot t ing the two 
courses' landscapes u p o n arriving at the 
club, " i t d i d n ' t make sense to me," he 
says. "With annuals, you only get a couple 
of months of bang for your buck. Annuals 
also require a lot of upkeep and water." 

H u b b a r d decided to plant perennials 
instead. N o w the courses are highlighted 
with shrubs, fountain grass and cordgrass. 
"You can file that change under the envi-
ronmentally fiscal category," he says. 

H u b b a r d is also an e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
o p p o r t u n i s t . H e po in t s to an a r m y of 
nat ive p a l m trees d o t t i n g the side of a 
fairway on the Club Course. "Those were 
slated to be ripped ou t of a parking lot at 
the O ld Course," he says. "I didn't want to 
waste them, so we had them transplanted 
over here." 

Hubbard points to a dead tree, which 
was spl intered b y a hur r icane . H e says 
what might seem like dead wood to some 
of t he c lub 's 1 ,600 m e m b e r s provides 
sanctuary for wildlife. 

" O n e day, a m e m b e r was telling me 
to take it ou t , just as a woodpecker was 
pecking on it and th rowing bark every-
where ," H u b b a r d says. "1 said t o h im , 
'You'd have to go to the zoo to see some-
thing like this.' " 

H u b b a r d has also taken his environ-
mental initiatives to the turf. H e recently 
regrassed the Club Course's bermudagrass 
tecs wi th Sea Isle 1, a variety of seashore 
paspalum, which is known for its environ-
mental attributes. 

"Seashore paspalum doesn't require as 
much water and fertilizer," Hubbard says. 

& Several dead trees st i l l stand on Broken 
Sound's property and provide a haven for the 
many bird species. 

"There's also no overseeding with it." 
Weeds are a constant problem on the 

two courses because of the never-ending 
warm temperatures. I lubbard prefers to 
remove bigger weeds manually. H e and 
his crew spot spray for smaller weeds. "We 
haven't boom sprayed a herbicide out here 
in two years," he says. 

Whi le Hubbard is an environmentally 
« 

minded superintendent, he's not anti-pes-
ticide. H e lives in die real world of golf 
course main tenance , where d e m a n d i n g 
golfers desire course condi t ions like the 
kind they see on T V Sunday afternoons. 

Continued on page 34 

He's Got Game 
When he was a kid, Joe Hubbard got a job on a golf course so he could play free golf. 
The practice helped. 

Hubbard evolved into an excellent golfer, and was a two-t ime high school state 
champion in Idaho. 

Hubbard attended Florida State University and Boise State University on golf schol-
arships. He has won about 100 amateur tournaments. 

While he doesnt tee it up much anymore, Hubbard says he still plays to an 8 handicap. 
"Golf has afforded me the ability to open doors," says Hubbard, who counts Arnold 

Palmer as one of his friends. 
— Larry Aylward 
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annual flow
ers and plants dotting the tw

o 
courses' landscapes upon arriving at the 
club, "it didn't m

ake sense to m
e," h

e 
says. "W

ith annuals, you only get a couple 
of m

onths of bang for your buck. A
nnuals 

also require a lot of upkeep and w
ater." 

H
ubbard decided to plant perennials 

instead. N
o

w
 the courses are highlighted 

w
ith shrubs, fountain grass and cordgrass. 

"Y
ou can file that change under the envi-

ronm
entally fiscal category," he says. 

H
u

b
b

ard 
is also a

n environm
ental 

opportunist. 
H

e points to a
n arm

y o
f 

native palm
 trees dotting the side o

f a 
fairw

ay on the C
lub C

ourse. "T
hose w

ere 
slated to be ripped out of a parking lot at 
the O

ld C
ourse," he says. "I didn't w

ant to 
w

aste them
, so w

e had them
 transplanted 

over here." 

H
ubbard points to a dead tree, w

hich 
w

as splintered by a hurricane. H
e says 

w
hat m

ight seem
 like dead w

ood to som
e 

of the club's 
1,600 m

em
bers 

provides 
sanctuary for w

ildlife. 

"O
ne day, a m

em
ber w

as telling m
e 

to take it out, just as a w
oodpecker w

as 
pecking on it and throw

ing bark every-
w

here," H
ubbard says. "1 said to him

, 
'Y

ou'd have to go to the zoo to see som
e-

thing like this.' " 

H
ubbard has also taken his environ-

m
ental initiatives to the turf. H

e recently 
regrassed the C

lub C
ourse's berm

udagrass 
tecs w

ith Sea Isle 1, a variety of seashore 
paspalum

, w
hich is know

n for its environ-
m

ental attributes. 

"Seashore paspalum
 doesn't require as 

m
uch w

ater and fertilizer," H
ubbard says. 

& 
Several dead trees still stand on Broken 

Sound's property and provide a haven for the 
m

any bird species. 

"T
here's also no overseeding w

ith it." 
W

eeds are a constant problem
 on the 

tw
o courses because of the never-ending 

w
arm

 tem
peratures. I lubbard prefers to 

rem
ove bigger w

eeds m
anually. H

e and 
his crew

 spot spray for sm
aller w

eeds. "W
e 

haven't boom
 sprayed a herbicide out here 

in tw
o years," he says. 

W
hile H

ubbard is an environm
entally « 

m
inded superintendent, he's not anti-pes-

ticide. H
e lives in die real w

orld of golf 
course m

aintenance, w
here 

dem
anding 

golfers desire course conditions like the 
kind they see on T

V
 Sunday afternoons. 
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The Natural 

Continued from page 33 
In fact, Hubbard says "it was a travesty ' that 

diazinon was banned in 2004. H e says "you 
could put down 2 ounces" of the organophos-
phare insecticide and it would kill 40 different 
insects. "But there were a couple of yahoos who 
misused it, a n d all it takes is a couple of bad 
apples to give us a bad name," he adds. 

In Florida, "Everything grows bigger, bad-
der a n d m o r e of it," H u b b a r d says. H e n c e , 
super intendents must rely on pesticides. But 
H u b b a r d has i m p l e m e n t e d a s o u n d in te -
grated pest management program at Broken 
Sound. 

"The approach wc take is you do what you 
have to do, and you don ' t do any more," says 
Phil Peterson, Hubba rd ' s super intendent on 
the O l d Course . Peterson also says he's im-
pressed with the newer pcsticidcs the courses 

Litt le blue herons are a common sight at the 
Broken Sound Club. Hubbard photographed th is 
heron and i ts ref lection from a placid pond. 

uses that contain less-toxic active ingredients 
and require lower use rates. 

At the two clubhouses, Crean is spearhead-
ing an ambitious movement to go green. Both 
buildings no longer use vStyrofoam cups and 
have reduced use of plastic bottles. T h e club-
houses have also switched to biodegradable 
corn-based plastic cups and recycled paper 
cups and have introduced filtered water stands 
to replace bottled water. 

Crean, who came to Broken Sound in 2003, 
also struck a deal wi th a local sanitation com-
pany to have its paper and plastic garbage picked 
up for recycling. T h e company is actually pay-
ing the club for the garbage to rccyclc it. 

Broken Sound also invested about $77,000 
to install n ine solar-powered hot water heat-
ers, which will save up to $2 ,000 a m o n t h on 
energy. A n d the club receives a tax crcdit for 
the installation. Crean, w h o realizes the}'don't 
call Florida the "Sunshine State" for nothing, 
is studying the feasibility of switching to solar-
powered golf airs. 
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T h e club's latest environmental endeavor 
involves compost ing all of its organic material 
— including grass clippings, tree branches and 
food w a s t e — t o put back onto the golf courses. 
T h e club, which spends about $65,000 a year 
transporting the waste to a landfill, is testing a 
bio-digester that will compost the waste. 

" C o m p o s t helps b i n d ni t rogen in to the 
soil," Crean explains. "So when you put out a 
fertilizer on the golf course, it will stay in the 
turfgrass and soil longer, which will help the 
turfgrass' roots take up the ni t rogen longer. 
T h a t means we can rcduce our fertilizer use 
over the long term." 

If all goes as planned, Crean and Hubba rd 
expect the city of Boca Raton to help the club 
get a pe rmi t to purchase the bio-digester for 

about $400,000. 
"This project could change the way golf 

courses get rid of refuse in the future," H u b -
bard savs. 

J 
Many of the environmental initiatives cost 

money, bu t Crean says the club is also saving 
money by introducing them." I he benefits will 
come back to the club 20-fold," he adds. 

T h e y already have. M e m b e r s have told 
H u b b a r d h o w m u c h they e n j o y the gol f -
ing experience, thanks to his environmental 
doings . T h e c o m p l i m e n t s are like a b i rd ' s 
sweet-singing music to his ears. 

"It has been said that people just came here 
to play golf before," Hubbard says. "Now they 
come to enjoy their rounds by looking at the 
scenery." 

Superintendents and the Environment 
Golfdom has profiled several environmentally minded superintendents and golf 
courses over the years. You can read about them in Golfdom's online archives at 
www.golfdom.com. 

The Man With the Environmental Plan ^ Pat Blum helps Colonial Acres 
become the first golf course to navigate the EPA Performance Track 

Speaking Naturally & CourseCo's Ray Davies walks the talk when it comes to 
gol fs role in the environment. 

Natural Wonder & Sand Ridge Golf Club was built and is maintained to 
function in harmony with the environment. 

Doing the Right Thing Paul Emling has transformed Arcadia Bluffs' image 
with a golf course maintenance program based on his genuine appreciation for 
the environment 

Ivan Snyder, Broken Sound s former green 
chairman and a member of the club's execu-
tive board, says he's impressed with Hubbard's 
accomplishments . " H e has t ransformed the 
facility," Snyder says, noting Hubbard 's knack 
to use natural e lements such as trees to add 
depth perception to the courses. 

Snyder has belonged to Broken Sound for 
more than 15 years, and says wildlife has vastly 
increased on the courses. 

" T h e wildlife we have is spectacular," he 
adds. " O n e of our members is an avid bird 
watcher , and he gives ea r ly -morn ing b i rd-
watching tours on the golf course." 

If H u b b a r d believed in reincarnation (he 
doesn't; he's a devout Christian), he might tell 
you he was a bird or a bear in a previous life. 
O r a fish. 

Continued on page 36 

There are several alligators 
on the two courses, and Hub-
bard has given them names. 
Meet Al-e-gator. But don't 
bother him while he's having 
lunch. 
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he and his fr iends would rraipse through the 
wild and live o f f the land for weeks. T h e y 
wou ld catch and cook fish for the i r food , 
eat ponderosa nuts and dr ink water f rom the 
cool mounta in streams. It was the late 1960s 
and n o b o d y made a big deal ou t of kids tak-
ing off for the wilderness for a few weeks. It 
was like s u m m e r camp to them. 

Hubbard also discovered back then that he 
had an affinity for animals and that the feeling 
was mutual . "I've always sensed that animals 
aren't afraid of me," he says. 

It's amazing how close H u b b a rd can get to 
animals with his camera. Some of his photos, 
including close-ups of birds, insects and alli-
gators, would be good enough to publish in 
"National Geographic." 

A m o n g the wi ld l i fe a t Broken S o u n d , 
H u b b a r d c o u n t s a l m o s t 70 b i rd species , 
including the American bald eagle. There are 
also foxes, armadillos, snakes, lizards, iguanas, 
alligators and the C u b a n anole, "a lime-green 
lizard that's probably about 24 inches long and 
looks ferocious," H u b b a rd says. 

The numbers of birds on a golf course are 
the best indicator of its environmenta l pro-
ficiency, H u b b a r d says. " W h e n y o u see 70 
bird species, you're not just in harmony with 
Mothe r Nature , you're accentuating Mother 
Nature," he says. "You've created more space 
for birds to feed, live and survive." 

While H u b b a rd wears environ mental ism 
like a patch on the sleeve of his Broken Sound 
C l u b polo shirt , he still believes in the phi -
losophy that man is above beast. For example, 
H u b b a rd will not hesitate to have an aggres-
sive alligator dispatched f rom the golf course. 
O n c e , w h e n he was the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of 
Jonathan's Landing O ld Trail in Jupiter, Fla., 
an 11-foot, 350-pound gator chased Hubbard 
and his y o u n g daugh te r on the golf course. 
T h e gator was gone the next day. "You know 
you have to get rid of them when they start 
chasing people," H u b b a rd says. 

As m u c h as h e loves a n d a p p r e c i a t e s 
nature, H u b b a r d has the u tmost respect for § 
it. H e knows it could kill him — and it nearly 
has on several occasions, including the t ime 
H u b b a rd was snipped by a snake. 

O n the o ther hand , it is na ture tha t has 
provided H u b b a rd with a zest for life. £ 

fit Hubbard says he set out 
to add " texture" to the two 
courses by adding landscape 
beds and natural settings for 
wildl i fe. 

Continued from page 35 
T h e first thing you notice about his office 

at the Club Course maintenance facilitv is the 
J 

four walls, which arc covered wi th fish — big 
fish. T h e y are replicas of lunkers landed by 
Hubba rd over the years. 

W h e n H u b b a r d is n o t w o r k i n g , he ' s 
probably fishing. His favorite fishing spot is 
the wilderness of Washington state. T h a t set-
ting takes Hubba rd back to his youth , when 
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With Your Pocketbook 
Superintendents overwhelmingly say economic policy 
drives their voting preferences 

B Y D A V I D F R A B O T T A 
S E N I O R E D I T O R 

mer icans arc despera te 
fo r e c o n o m i c l eade r -
ship. Ever since Herber t 
Hoover, Americans have 
used the resident of the 
Oval Of f i ce as a scape-
goat for economic woes. 

Hoover, of course, had the unfortunate tim-
ing of taking the oath of office less than a year 
before the stock market crash of 1929- By 1933, 
stock prices were down 80 from their highs in 
1929, wh ich opened the d o o r for a fiscally 
minded challenger. Franklin Roosevelt was an 
effective persuader and exhilarating speaker, who 
had the ability to reassure Americans that the 
Great Depression would soon come an end. 

J i m m y C a r t e r a n d G e o r g e H . W . Bush 
were other notable casualties of this fiscal war-
fare. T h e latter lost to an opponent , relatively 
u n k n o w n Arkansas G o v e r n o r Bill C l i n t o n , 
w h o h u n g a sign in his office to remind h im, 
" T h e economy, s tup id . " H o w else could an 
i n c u m b e n t president wi th an 8 9 percent ap-
proval rating lose a general election less than 
one year later? 

America's economy is in tumul tuous times 
once again, and super intendents appear to be 
vot ing with their pocketbooks , according to 
the Golfdom 2 0 0 8 Election survey. 

H o u s i n g foreclosures c o n t i n u e to send a 
frightening ripple through the banking sector, 

Continued on page 40 
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I hroughout the h i s to ry o f t h e t u r f 

m a n a g e m e n t i n d u s t r y , p ro fess iona ls 

w h o deve lop i nnova t i ons in e q u i p m e n t , 

p r o d u c t s and m e t h o d s have eager ly 

h a n d e d d o w n the i r w i s d o m and exper ience 

t o t h e next genera t ion . Tha t ' s w h y SePRO 

C o r p o r a t i o n is p r o u d t o es tab l i sh its legacy 

in t h e f o r m o f t h e latest a d v a n c e m e n t in 

t u r f g r o w t h regu la t i on . 

N e w Legacy T u r f G r o w t h Regu la to r 

incorpora tes pa ten ted synerg is t ic g r o w t h 

r egu la t i on t e c h n o l o g y resu l t i ng f r o m 

its dua l sites o f ac t i on and abso rp t i on . 

N o o t h e r p r o d u c t can m a t c h Legacy 's 

c o m b i n a t i o n o f enhanced g r o w t h 

suppress ion , e x t e n d e d spray in terva ls , 

i m p r o v e d tu r fg rass co lor and qua l i t y , 

suppress ion o f Poo annuo and m o r e 

u n i f o r m g r o w t h regu la t i on o n m i x e d 

t u r f g r a s s stands. I he next gene ra t i on 

o f t u r f g r o w t h regu la to rs is here in 

t h e f o r m o f an i nnova t i on tha t w i l l be 

passed d o w n f o r years t o c o m e . 

M a k e it a pa r t o f y o u r g o l f course 's 

t r a d i t i o n by v i s i t i n g w w w . s e p r o . c o m o r 

ca l l i ng 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 1 9 - 7 7 7 9 to learn m o r e 

abou t Legacy or any o f SePRO's p roduc ts , 

services a n d techno log ies . 

Generation 
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Voting With Your Pocketbook 

Who w i l l you vote fo r in t he November U.S. Pres ident ia l 
E lect ion? 

John McCain 

Barack Obama 

Abstain 

Th i rd -par ty 
or w r i t e - i n 
candidate 

The fo l lowing s ta temen t bes t descr ibes your a t t i t ude 
about t he e lect ion: 

I respec t a n d suppor t m y c a n d i d a t e 
of cho i ce 

M y c a n d i d a t e of c h o i c e is t he 
lesser of ev i ls 

I 'm suppo r t i ng m y cand ida te as a 
vote aga ins t ano ther par ty 

These cand ida tes m a k e m e w a n t 
t o move to Mex ico, bu t I I I vote 

out o f cons i tu t iona l du ty 

I w i l l not vote for any cand ida te 

55% 

30% 

M y po l i t i ca l hab i ts are bes t desc r i bed as : 

1% 

I usually vote for 
Republ icans 

I usually vote for 
Democrats 

• I vote for the 
best person 
regardless of 
political affiliation 

I don ' t vote 

Continued from page 38 
and jobs data is raking its toll on 
consumer confidence and spend-
ing. At presstime, the House of 
Representatives rejected a $700-
billion in fus ion in to Amer ican 
b a n k s f a c i n g f i n a n c i a l r u i n . 
A m o n g the casualties so far are 
L e h m a n Brothers , a 158-year-
o ld c o m p a n y tha t survived the 
Civil W a r and the Great Depres-
sion bu t was unable to weather 
the country's current foreclosure 
crisis, and Washington Mutua l , 
which has die dubious distinction 
of being the largest bank failure in 
American history. 

Foreclosures hit another record 
high in August as 304,000 homes 
were in some stage of default, and 
91,000 families lost their houses. 
More than 770,000 homes have 
been repossessed by lenders in the 
12 months since August 2007. 

Golf has taken its trickle-down 
l u m p s a long wi th t he general 
e c o n o m y . N o t only is hous ing 
hampering golf development, but 
golf rounds are down 1.5 percent 
this year through July, according 
to Golf Datatech, and operating 
budgets continue to be hampered 
by escalating costs in everything 
f rom lobster at the clubhouse to 
turfgrass seed on the golf course. 

R o u n d s a r c d o w n s ign i f i -
c an t l y in t he u p p e r M i d w e s t , 
where local economics have been 
hit hardest by the housing fore-

closures and unemployment . In 
the East N o r t h Cen t ra l region 
— w h i c h c o m p r i s e s M i c h i -
gan, Oh io , Indiana, Illinois and 
Wisconsin — rounds are down 
almost 5 percent this year. And in 
the West N o r t h Central Region 

— Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Ne-
braska, Nor th Dakota, South Da-
kota and Minneso ta — rounds 
fell almost 8 percent through July 
compared to last year. 

T h e loss of manufactur ing in 
many Rust Belt states helped fuel 
much of the country's economic 

J 

d o w n t u r n and job losses. A n d 
their struggling status has been a 
reason for concern for economists 
and superintendents alike. 

So it's no wonder that three-
quarters of respondents to Golf-
dom's 2008 Election survey say 
they base their vot ing decision 
on who is best for the economy. 
The economy was the most im-

por tan t federal issue for 74 per-
cent of respondents, followed by 
na t ional securi ty (59 percent ) , 
taxes (56 percent) and mil i tary 
conflicts (43 percent). 

G i v e n those issues t ha t are 
most impor tan t for superinten-
dents, respondents overwhelm-
ingly plan to vote for Sen. John 
M c C a i n next m o n t h . Seventy 
percent of supe r in t enden t s say 
they will vote for the Republ i -
can ticket, while 2 3 percent say 
they will vote for Sen. Barack 

Did We Miss the Mark? 
Not everyone received our survey with open 
arms. Several superintendents were of-
fended that Golfdom was encroaching on 
individuals' rights to a secret ballot 

W e should note: A secret ballot is not 
guaranteed in the federal Constitution. 
Because elections are run by the states, 
the right to a private ballot is guaranteed by 
state law. A secret ballot protects against 
undue inf luence and manipulation in cast-

ing a vote, and retaliation because of how 
one voted. Journalistic ethics would forbid 
Golfdom f rom disclosing results of our pro-
prietary surveys, especially when it comes 
to voting. We gather information for edito-
rial purposes only. 

Even so, some respondents felt that we 
should get back to the business and agro-
nomic stories that make Golfdom a valuable 
tool for superintendents. 

One respondent wrote :G o l f d o m has NO 

business surveying anyone in the turfgrass in-
dustry about this upcoming election and about 
their personal politics! Get back on track." 

Of course, our sole purpose is to create 
content that our readers want and need, so 
drop us a line, and let us know what stories 
you like, dislike and what types of issues 
- turfgrass or otherwise - that you want us 
to cover. And we'll try not to keep the most 
pertinent issues in your lives a secret. 
dfrabotta@questex.com 
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