
i/cc/cc-l^. 

A s o l i d f o u n d a t i o n w a s f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d in 1955 w i t h t h e b i r t h o f P e n n c r o s s . 
T h e Penn B e n t f a m i l y c o n t i n u e d t o g r o w , t h a n k s t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 

t h e Penn A s & G ' s and Seaside II, f o l l o w e d b y Penneag le II & P e n n L i n k s II. 
T h e legacy c o n t i n u e s w i t h t h e r e c e n t a r r i v a l o f C r y s t a l B lueL inks . Jus t l i ke fami ly , 

e a c h n e w v a r i e t y o w e s i ts b e s t qua l i t i es t o t h e g e n e r a t i o n t h a t c a m e b e f o r e . 
T h e Penn B e n t f a m i l y f r o m T e e - 2 - G r e e n c o n t i n u e s t o r e v o l u t i o n i z e t h e i n d u s t r y , 

a n d r e m a i n s t r u s t e d by s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . 
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Like a lone sentry, it s tands guard on every hole. 

WATCHING ALL. 
W i t n e s s i n g greatness and failure al ike. 

J o y and anguish . 

I t will be leaned against . 

It wi l l be used to hold cigars. 

O v e r i t , jokes will be to ld, business deals will be cut and bets will be won and lost. 

I t will be there when a gol fer holes o u t in one. 

A n d yet , nary a t h o u g h t will be g iven to i t . 

Unless , o f course, i t wasn't there. 

F o r o v e r a h a l f c e n t u r y . P a r A i d e p r o d u c t s h a v e s t o o d t a l l , g r a c i n g c o u r s e l a n d s c a p e s a n d s e r v i n g as 

a n i r o n - c l a d t e s t a m e n t t o q u a l i t y , i n n o v a t i o n a n d a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l . L e a r n m o r e a t p a r a i d e . c o m . 

P A R 
A I D E 

Part o f the game. 



People of the Year 
Without these folks, the golf 
course industry would be minus 
a lot o f integrity and character 
By Larry Aylward and David Frabotta 

About the c o v e r 
A r t D i r e c t o r K r i s t en M o r a b i t o f o u n d t h i s 

c lassy i m a g e f r o m iS tock I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Inc . to i l l us t ra te o u r y e a r - e n d t h e m e . 

1 6 H o l e o f t h e M o n t h 

4 2 T o p A s s i s t a n t s 

5 5 C l a s s i f i e d s 

What a Wild Year 
It was exciting, transformational, 
controversial, wacky and — like 
everything else — affected by 
the slow economy. 
By Geoff Shackelford 

Balancing Act 
Superintendents maintain 
equilibrium for foliar feeding 
frequency. 
By David Frabotta 

Water Wise: 
Part 2 
While most superinten-
dents consider themselves 
responsible users o f water, 
they realize they can do 
even more to be better 
stewards. Also, a look at 
undoing oversceding to 
reduce water use. 

By Larry Aylward 
and Anthony Pioppi 

Turf grass Trends 
T h i s m o n t h , Golfdom's p r a c t i c a l 
r e s e a r c h d i g e s t f o r t u r f m a n a g e r s 
d i s c u s s e s h o w n i t r o g e n a f f e c t s t h e 
s u m m e r d e n s i t y o f c r e e p i n g b e n t -
g r a s s . See pages 45-54. 

Survival Guide 
C h e c k o u t o u r 
s p e c i a l g u i d e 
o n N e w O r l e a n s 
- "B ig Fun in the 
Easy" - t h a t t e l l s 
y o u w h e r e t o g o 
a n d w h a t t o d o 
in N e w O r l e a n s 
d u r i n g t h e G o l f 
I n d u s t r y S h o w . 



DO N T FORGET 
t o i n c o r p o r a t e M i l o r g a n i t e 

i n t o y o u r n e x t season's 
a g r o n o m i c p r o g r a m & b u d g e t 

Milorganite delivers the 
results that golfers demand 

For Better Results. 
Naturally. 

Milorganite 

Golfdom Six-t ime winner of the national 
Folio: Award for editorial excel lence 

w w w . q o l f d o m . c o m 

E D I T O R I A L S T A F F 

Larry Aylward E D I T O R I N C H I E F 2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 3 7 

David Frabotta S E N I O R E D I T O R 2 1 6 7 0 6 - 3 7 5 8 

Kristen M o r a b i t o A R T D I R E C T O R 2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 7 6 

Geoff Shackelford C O N T R I B U T I N G E D I T O R 3 1 0 - 4 5 1 - 5 8 7 7 

Joel Jackson C O N T R I B U T I N G E D I T O R 4 0 7 - 2 4 8 1 9 7 1 

Anthony Pioppi C O N T R I B U T I N G E D I T O R 8 6 0 - 3 4 4 - 8 8 9 5 

M a r k Luce C O N T R I B U T I N G E D I T O R 8 1 6 - 9 4 3 - 1 9 2 3 

J i m Black C O N T R I B U T I N G E D I T O R 

Ron Furlong C O N T R I B U T I N G E D I T O R 

Karl Danneberger S C I E N C E E D I T O R 

M i k e K lemme P H O T O E D I T O R 5 8 0 - 2 3 4 - 8 2 8 4 

C L E V E L A N D H E A D Q U A R T E R S 

6 0 0 S U P E R I O R A V E N U E . E A S T 

S U I T E 1 1 0 0 

C L E V E L A N D , O H 4 4 1 1 4 

O F F I C I A L P U B L I C A T I O N O F 

A Amer ican Society of Irr igation Consultants P.O. BOX 4 2 6 
R O C H E S T E R , M A 0 2 7 7 0 ; 5 0 8 - 7 6 3 - 8 1 4 0 ; W W W A S I C . O R G 

laylward@questex. com 

dhabotta@questex.com 

kmorabito@questex. com 

geolfshackellord @aol. com 

flgm@aol.com 

apioppi@earthlink.net 

mluce@sbcglobal.net 

greenkeepetjim@yahoo.com 

rfurlong5@gmail. com 

danneberger.1@osu.edu 

mike @golfoto. com 

G O L F D O M A D V I S O R Y S T A F F 

J i m B a r r e t t A S I C 
J A M E S B A R R E T T A S S O C I A T E S 

Pat B lum 
C O L O N I A L A C R E S G C 

Joe Boe 
W I N D E R M E R E G C 

Terry Bonar, C G C S 
C A N T E R B U R Y G C 

David Davis, F A S I C 
D A V I D D . D A V I S A S S O C I A T E S 

S h a w n Emerson 
D E S E R T M O U N T A I N C L U B 

Christopher S. Gray Sr. 
M A R V E L G O L F C L U B 

John Gurke, C G C S 
A U R O R A C C 

Steve H a m m o n 
T R A V E R S E C I T Y G S C C 

J i m H u s t i n g . c G e s 
W O O D B R I D G E G&CC 

J i m Loke, C G C S 
B E N T C R E E K C C 

Wal te r M a t t i s o n 
( I N M E M O R Y ) 

Steve M e r k e l , C G C S 
L A N D S C A P E S U N L I M I T E D 

J i m Nicol, C G C S 
H A Z E L T I N E N A T I O N A L G C 

J a m e s Simonin i 
R O B E R T T R E N T J O N E S II 

Rick S la t te ry 
L O C U S T H I L L C C 

Brit Stenson 
I M G G O L F C O U R S E D E S I G N 

Bobby W e e d , A S G C A 
W E E D G O L F C O U R S E D E S I G N 

A S S O C I A T I O N S 

Amer ican Society of Golf Course Arch i tec ts 1 2 5 N . E X E C U T I V E D R . 

S U I T E 1 0 6 . B R O O K F I E L D , W L 5 3 0 0 5 ; 2 6 2 - 7 8 6 - 5 9 6 0 ; W W W A S G C A . O R G 

Golf Course Super in tendents Associat ion of Amer ica 
1 4 2 1 R E S E A R C H P A R K D R . . L A W R E N C E . K S 6 6 0 4 9 - 3 8 5 9 ; 8 0 0 - 4 7 2 - 7 8 7 8 ; 

W W W . G C S A A . O R G 

Golf Course Builders Association of Amer ica 
7 2 7 - O ' S T R E E T . L I N C O L N , N E 6 8 5 0 8 ; 4 0 2 - 4 7 6 - 4 4 4 4 ; 

W W W . G C B A A . O R G 

National Golf Course Owners Association 2 9 1 S E V E N F A R M S D R I V E . 

S E C O N D F L O O R C H A R L E S T O N . S C 2 9 4 9 2 ; 8 4 3 - 8 8 1 - 9 9 5 6 ; 

W W W . N G C O A . O R G 

Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment 1 1 5 6 I S T H S T . N W , 

S U I T E 4 0 0 . W A S H I N G T O N . D C ; 2 0 2 - 8 7 2 - 3 8 6 0 ; W W W . P E S T F A C T S . O R G 

http://www.qolfdom.com
mailto:dhabotta@questex.com
mailto:flgm@aol.com
mailto:apioppi@earthlink.net
mailto:mluce@sbcglobal.net
mailto:greenkeepetjim@yahoo.com
mailto:danneberger.1@osu.edu
http://WWW.GCSAA.ORG
http://WWW.GCBAA.ORG
http://WWW.NGCOA.ORG
http://WWW.PESTFACTS.ORG


Chambers Bay / Un i ve r s i t y Place, W A / R o b e r t Trent Jones II, A r c h i t e c t / Dav id L. W i e n e k e , Ce r t i f i ed Pro fess iona l A g r o n o m i s t / M a n a g e d by K e m p e r Spo r t s 

Fine fescue tees, greens, fairways and 
roughs showcased at Chambers Bay, 
host of the 2015 U.S. Open. 

Benefits : Extremely low maintenance, 
irrigation economy and the memorable 
links-look and feel that brings back 
daily fee players. 

Oregon Fine Fescue Commission 
w w w . o r e g o n f i n e f e s c u e . o r g 

,f with the naturally environmentally friendly 
^fineandtaU fescues 

Oregon Tall Fescue Commission 
w w w . o r e g o n t a l l f e s c u e . o r g 

Tall fescue bunker faces 
and rough enhance 
Mission Hills Country Club 

Benefits: The tall fescue 
provides a deep green 
appearance with superb 
heat and stress tolerance 

Mission Hills Country Club / M i s s i o n Hi l ls , KS / Ke i t h Foster, A rch i t ec t / Brad Gray, Gol f Course S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 

http://www.oregonfinefescue.org
http://www.oregontallfescue.org


M o r e g u e s t s visit a r o u n d t h e hol idays , a n d t h e y a d d 

t o t h e no ise , c o n f u s i o n a n d stress t o y o u r d o g , w h o 

will be o u t o f his r o u t i n e . D o g s c a n b e s t e p p e d o n , o r 

u n s u p e r v i s e d c h i l d r e n c a n i n j u r e t h e m . D o g s c a n escape 

w h e n vis i tors c o m e a n d go , t o o . G u e s t s are m o r e l ikely 

t o feed y o u r d o g a n d " j u s t a l i t t le b i t e " c a n a d d up t o a lo t 

o f f o o d . A l w a y s advise y o u r g u e s t s n o t to feed y o u r d o g . 

Y o u r d o g s h o u l d also t ry t o s leep in h i s r e g u l a r s p o t . I f 

he's in a s p o t w h e r e h e m i g h t feel d i s t r e s s e d , m o v e h i m 

t o a q u i e t place w h e r e h e will b e c o m f o r t a b l e . 

Golfdom 
B U S I N E S S S T A F F 

Patr ick Roberts P U B L I S H E R 2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 3 6 proberts@questex.com 

Petra Turko S A L E S A S S I S T A N T 2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 6 8 pturko@questex.com 

Amber L Terch P R O D U C T I O N M A N A G E R 2 1 8 2 7 9 8 8 3 5 aterch@questex.com 

Rhonda Sande P R O D U C T I O N D I R E C T O R 2 1 8 - 2 7 9 8 8 2 1 rsande@questex.com 

Antoinette Sanchez-Perkins 
A U D I E N C E D E V E L O P M E N T 2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 5 0 asanchez-perkins@questex.com 

Kevin Sto l tman G R O U P P U B L I S H E R kstoltman@questex.com 
2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 4 0 F A X : 2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 1 2 

Julia. H e r o w n e r is Sco t t G a l l u p , t h e g o l f c o u r s e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t a t 

C a p i t a l H i l l s a t A l b a n y in A l b a n y . N.Y. (Photo by: Scott Gallup) 

Improving tlw Way Professionals Care for Turf 

CHECK OUT OUR PODCASTS. 
You l u s t M i g h t Find t h e 
A n s w e r s t o Some of Y o u r 
T u r f I n d u s t r y Ques t ions . 

H e r e a r e s o m e , b u t n o t a l l o f t h e p o d -

c a s t s p o s t e d a t w w w . g o l f d o m . c o m 

Pesticides And Democrats 
N e i l C l e v e l a n d , d i r e c t o r o f t h e U . S . G r e e n B u s i n e s s f o r B a y e r 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l S c i e n c e , t a l k s a b o u t w h a t t h e f u t u r e h o l d s f o r 

p e s t i c i d e s in a D e m o c r a t - d o m i n a t e d g o v e r n m e n t 

Revving Up for Biodiesel Technology 
S t e v e W o o d , m a n a g e r o f T h e T o r o C o . ' s c o m m e r c i a l t e s t e n -

g i n e e r i n g d e p a r t m e n t , d i s c u s s e s t h e c o m p a n y ' s r o l e in i m p l e -

m e n t i n g b i o d i e s e l t e c h n o l o g y . 

Taking Care of a Precious Resource 
D a v e J o h n s o n , R a i n B i r d ' s d i r e c t o r o f c o r p o r a t e m a r k e t i n g a n d 

m a r k e t i n g m a n a g e r , t a l k s a b o u t t h e g o l f i n d u s t r y ' s r o l e i n t h e 

i n t e l l i g e n t u s e o f w a t e r . 

Navigating Product Evolution and Confusion 
M a n y s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s h a v e a d i f f i c u l t t i m e c o r r e c t l y i d e n t i f y -

i n g a c h e m i c a l ' s b r a n d w i t h i t s m a n u f a c t u r e r . T o n i B u c c i , t h e 

b u s i n e s s m a n a g e r o f B A S F P r o f e s s i o n a l T u r f & O r n a m e n t a l s , 

d i s c u s s e s w h a t c a n b e d o n e t o d i m i n i s h p r o d u c t c o n f u s i o n . 

A D V E R T I S I N G S T A F F 

C L E V E L A N D H E A D Q U A R T E R S 

6 0 0 S U P E R I O R A V E N U E . E A S T . S U I T E 1 1 0 0 

C L E V E L A N D , O H 4 4 1 1 4 

Dave Huisman R E G I O N A L S A L E S M A N A G E R 
7 3 2 - 4 9 3 - 4 9 5 1 F A X : 7 3 2 - 4 9 3 - 4 9 5 1 

M i k e M c G r a t h E A S T C O A S T S A L E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E 
2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 8 1 F A X : 2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 1 2 

Cate Olszewski W E S T C O A S T S A L E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E 
2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 4 6 F A X : 2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 1 2 

Kelli Velasquez A C C O U N T E X E C U T I V E , C L A S S I F I E D 
2 1 6 - 7 0 6 - 3 7 6 7 F A X : 2 5 3 4 8 4 - 3 0 8 0 

dhuisman @questex. com 

mmcgrath@questex.com 

colszewski@questex. com 

kvelasquez@questex. com 

[ A R R E T I N G S E R V I C E S 

Reprints 8 0 0 - 2 9 0 - 5 4 6 0 O«I . 1 0 0 

l lene Schwar tz C I R C . L I S T R E N T A L 2 1 6 - 3 7 1 - 1 6 6 7 

Subscr iber , Customer Service 8 4 7 - 7 6 3 9 5 9 4 

Books. Director ies. Current Issues. Back Issues, 

Photocopies. C D - R o m 8 6 6 3 4 4 - 1 3 1 5 ; 8 4 7 - 7 6 3 9 5 9 4 

golfdom @reprintbuyer. com 

ilene@krolldirectcom 

chatcher@questex. com 

C O R P O R A T E 

Q U E S T E X 
H E D I A 

Kerry C. Gumas P R E S I D E N T « C E O 

T o m Caridi E X E C U T I V E V I C E P R E S I D E N T & C F O 

Robert S. I n g r a h a m E X E C U T I V E V I C E P R E S I D E N T 

Tony D'Avino E X E C U T I V E V I C E P R E S I D E N T 

Jon Leibowitz E X E C U T I V E V I C E P R E S I D E N T 

Claudia R o w e r s E X E C U T I V E V I C E P R E S I D E N T , C O R P O R A T E D E V E L O P M E N T 

Seth Nichols V I C E P R E S I D E N T , D I G I T A L M E D I A 

Diane Evans V I C E P R E S I D E N T , H U M A N R E S O U R C E S 

Golfdom d o e s not verify any claims or other information appearing in any of the advertisements 
contained in the publication, a n d cannot take any responsibility for any losses or other damages 
incurred by readers m reliance on such content. 

Golfdom we l comes unsolicited articles, manuscripts, photographs, illustrations and other mate-
rials but cannot b e held responsible for their safekeeping or return. 

Questex Media provides certain customer contact data (such as customers ' names, addresses , 
phone numbers and e mail addresses) to third parties w h o wish to promote relevant products, 
services and other opportunities wh ich may be of interest to you. If you do not want Questex 
Media to make your contact information available to third parl ies for markoting purposes, simply 
call 8 4 7 - 7 6 3 - 9 5 9 4 between the hours of 8 : 3 0 a m . and 5 p.m. C T a n d a customer service rep-
resentative will assist you in removing your name from Questex Media 's lists. 

A M E R I C A N 
B U S I N E S S M E D I A CBPA 

W O R L D W I D E " 
B U S I N E S S 
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Know the Sign: 
You can't a f ford anyth ing but the best results. 

That's w h y more professionals are tu rn ing to the 
qual i ty and value tha t only Quali-Pro can deliver. 

That 's a good sign. 

Quali-Pro puts you in contro l of both pests and 
costs w i t h proven products featur ing the 

newest fo rmula t ion technologies. 

That 's Quali-Pro. 

• : 

mm: 
s&M 

Profess iona l Turf & O r n a m e n t a l P r o d u c t s 

To l ea rn m o r e , v is i t quali-pro.com o r s t o p b y B o o t h 3 3 5 1 a t t h e 2 0 0 9 Go l f I n d u s t r y S h o w . 

3 3 2 0 0 8 F a r m S a v e r . c o m , LLC . K n o w t h e S i g n i s a t r a d e m a r k o f F a r m S a v e r . c o m . Q u a l i - P r o i s a r e g i s t e r e d t r a d e m a r k o f F a r m S a v e r . c o m . A l w a y s r e a d a n d f o l l o w l a b e l d i r e c t i o n s . 



Pin High 
• E D I T O R ' S C O M M E N T A R Y 

In the spirit o f the season, I want to 
share a story about a man who 
received a special gift a little more than 
a year ago. T h e gift was not a flashy 

.watch or a spifly sport jacket. In fact, 
I the gift was something intangible. T h e 

man was given the gift o f a chance to do some-
thing he had always wanted to do. 

It was a gift the man will never forget and 
always appreciate — especially around this time 
o f year when all o f us should count our blessings. 

Dieumeri te Eticnne, the man who received 
the gift, is 3 8 years old and hails from Haiti . 
Et ienne entered the United States as an illegal 
alien in 1 9 8 6 when he was a teenager. 

Etienne's mother, realizing her smartest o f 
five children would have a better chance of liv-
ing a more fruitful life in America, put Et ienne 
on a boat headed for the land of hope and 
dreams. Etienne, whose father had died a few 
years before, had a relative in Florida who put 
him up in his house. 

Et ienne was only 17 at the time. H e didn't 
speak English. His new world was a lost world. 
H e struggled. H e scraped. But he persevered. 

Et ienne landed a j o b with a local land-
scapes H e worked hard and learned the craft. 
H e was promoted to foreman. Etienne made 
$ 5 an hour and sent much o f his money back 
h o m e to his mother and siblings. 

Et ienne kept very busy, wanting badly to 
make something of himself. H e went to school 
every day after work to learn English. H e 
stayed out of trouble. 

In 1 9 8 7 , Etienne took a job on the golf 
course maintenance crew at the Broken Sound 
Club, a 36-hole country in Boca Raton, Fla. 
Having learned English — and being the only 
one who could translate what the large Haitian 
crew at the club was saying — Etienne was a 
valuable employee. 

H e was promoted at the club — first to 
crew leader and then to irrigation tech, making 
$ 7 an hour in the latter position. Etienne 
enjoyed the gol f maintenance field. H e became 
an expert in irrigation. He fancied thoughts o f 
one day becoming a gol f course superintendent. 

For years, Et ienne watched superintendents 
and assistant superintendents c o m e and go 

Getting the Gift 
of Opportunity 
B Y L A R R Y A Y L W A R D 

ETIENNE W A S AS 

THANKFUL AS A KID 

W H O FOUND A N E W 

TRAIN SET UNDER 

HIS TREE ON 

CHRISTMAS MORNING 

from Broken Sound. And he watched t h e m be 
replaced by others. It was disappointing to be 
passed over time and again, but Et ienne kept 
his composure — hopeful that his time would 
c o m e . . . someday, somewhere. 

In 2 0 0 4 , J o e Hubbard was hired at the 
Broken S o u n d Club as director o f gol f course 
maintenance overseeing the club s two tracks 

— the C l u b Course and the O l d Course. H u b -
bard, seeing the t ime that Etienne had put in at 
Broken Sound, quickly promoted him to assis-
tant superintendent o f the C l u b Course. 

And then in the fall o f 2 0 0 7 , the superin-
tendent o f the O l d Course left Broken Sound 
and the superintendent o f the Club Course was 
named to replace him, leaving an opening for 
superintendent at the C l u b Course. It was then 
that Hubbard called Et ienne into his 
office and gave him the gift — the promotion 
to superintendent o f the C l u b Course. 

Et ienne was as thankful as a kid who found 
a new train set — the present he most wanted 

— under his tree on Christmas morning. 

It has been more than a year, and Etienne 

remains gracious to Hubbard for giving him a 
chance. Hubbard says the gift was well deserved. 

Yes, Etienne struggled in his first year and 
learned how stressful it can be as the top dog 
at a private course. Most every superintendent 
experiences those high and lows. 

" I t has been a tough year," Et ienne admits. 
" B u t I made it. And I look forward to making 
it another year, another year and another year." 

Et ienne reminds us all how we should 
appreciate the real gifts in our lives. T h e gift o f 
work. The gift o f getting the chance to make a 
difference. 

Aylward can be reached at 216-706-3737 
or laylward@questex.com. 

mailto:laylward@questex.com


Insignia Emerald 
F U N G I C 

You have enough things to worry about. Don't let turf disease be one 
of them. Trust BASF for a full line of innovative, effective fungicides 
to keep your most troublesome diseases under control. With some 
of the most efficacious chemistries on the market, BASF has a 
fungicide that's perfect for your rotation. So don't get alarmed about 
turf diseases — get BASF. 

betterturf.com 1800-545-9525 

A l w a y s read a n d fo l l ow labe l d i r ec t i ons . 
E m e r a l d , Ins ignia a n d Trinity a r e reg is tered t r a d e m a r k s of B A S F . 
© 2 0 0 8 B A S F Corpora t ion . Al l r ights r e se r ved . 



Shades Of Green 
• O P I N I O N 

Ihere's a nip in the air here at 
the I^ke Omigosh Golf C l u b 
in central Florida, but it's not 
as cold as the economy. 

O u r superintendent Duffy 
M c D u f l y is learning how 

to maintain the course with five fewer crew 
members, thanks to an economy that went 
from bedrock to quicksand during this past fall. 
Leaves weren't the only things in red that were 
falling in September and October . 

And the fairways and roughs aren't so dark 
green anymore. They're more often greenish-
yellow thanks to high fertilizer costs and budget 
cuts. S o m e club members still don't understand 
why things have changed. There will be less 
oversecding this year thanks to the fear of wa-
tering restrictions and the economy. 

Greens and tees are still being overseedcd in 
central Florida and through the transition zone 
to prevent wearing out the dormant or semi-
dormant bermudagrass. But further south in 
the semi-tropics, they hope the winter is 
another mild one so they can skate through 
with no major cold spells to send the turfgrass 
an off-color. Members just can't seem to adjust 
to the color purple in Florida. 

It's a tough spot for a lot o f superintendents 
who must cut staff and somehow try to get 
the same amount o f work done. S o m e senior 
superintendents find themselves on the chop-
ping block and being replaced by those making 
smaller salaries. longevi ty and loyalty become 
expendable as the club ponders shrinking 
income and rising costs. 

T h e ripple effect of the economic meltdown 
obviously is being felt far and wide. After val-
iantly trying to overcome the stigma o f Hurri-
cane Katrina's aftermath and helping out N e w 
Orleans, the G o l f Course Superintendents As-
sociation o f America faces a very real possibility 
o f a downturn in attendance as tightening purse 
strings strangle travel budgets for superinten-
dents. Hopefully, a post-election rebound will 
be enough to propel G I S attendance. However, 
I don't think this will be a record-setting year. 

I've heard comments from superintendents 
w h o are revamping their fertility programs and 
switching to less-expensive products to save 

Get Ready For 
Some Big Changes 
B Y J O E L J A C K S O N 

W H E N T H E GOING 

GETS TOUGH. 

T H E TOUGH ADAPT 

AND SURVIVE 

T H E BEST THEY CAN 

money, and others are converting to biodiesel 
for some o f their mowing equipment. W h e n 
the going gets tough, the tough adapt and sur-
vive the best they can. 

It seems obvious to me that our industry is 
headed for some o f its biggest changes in recent 
memory. T u r f management is going to be dif-
ferent very soon. I 'm not preaching gloom and 
doom, but we will need to be more creative to 
meet expectations. 

Between water availability, conservation, 
water-quality issues and irrigation technology, 
we will be required to show more water savings 
than ever before, and we should expect some o f 
that forced conservation to be written into new 
permits and perm it-renewal language. 

W e are losing the battle with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency on soil fumigants 
and other products. And while I want to re-
main cautiously optimistic, I think the days o f 
preserving certified turfgrass varieties arc on 
the way out. W e will plant new grasses into 
unfumigated ground and try to grow in new or 
renovated courses in competition with the in-
digenous weed/grass seed bank, disease spores, 
insect larvae and nematodes. 

There will be less incentive to switch to 
new grasses requiring fewer inputs if the pros-
pect o f contaminated turf is the outcome. W e 
will likely end up having to use more fertil-
izers, water and conventional pesticides in 
the grow-in process and run a greater risk o f 
runoff and leaching. That's ironic because the 
Environmental "Protec t ion" Agency is forcing 
the issue. 

T h e days o f a pristine monostand o f turf-
grass may well be over, and that will be a change 
that will take golfers some time getting used to. 

Certified superintendent JoelJaekson is executive 
director of the Florida GCSA. 


