
TurfVigor® for Consistent Color on 
; Greens, Tees and Fairways 
V If you are looking for "knock-your-eyes-out" consistently 
{ greener turf in all play and weather conditions, look no 
\ further than TurfVigor microbial fertilizer. 
( Here's how TurfVigor works on your turf: 
1 • Maximizes nutrient uptake 
I • Improves color & quality 
( • Maintains root mass under stress conditions 
> • Accelerates physical damage recovery 
I University research shows the dramatic results. 

TurfVigor is part of The Roots Challenge 

The Roots Challenge provides 
^ ^ ^ í í ^ j season-long turf management 

f ^ m solutions using Roots products 
P f i f I J i I k s t0 attain t h e healthiest turf 
O L Ü * i f f V possible - even in the most 

stressful conditions. 
We will work with you to 

select the best program, monitor the applications and 
gauge the program effectiveness throughout the season, 
Attend a local Roots Challenge Technical Conference 
for all the details. 

Take The Roots Challenge and see for yourself 
The Grass is Always Greener. 

Our Name Says It All 

Read a n d f o l l o w all label directions. T h e Novozymes logo, ROOTS a n d Tur fV igor are t rademarks of Novozymes A/S. 
© 2 0 0 6 Novozymes Biologicals, Inc. Í novozymes 





G O L F D O M ' S H O L E O F T H E M O N T H IS M A D E P O S S I B L E B Y : 

- B A S F 
The Chemical Company 

BASF 

Insignia i I ( J n i a To f ind out m o r e 
about Insignia 
fungic ide and its 
broad spectrum of 
d isease control , contact your local distr ibutor sa les 
representat ive or B A S F at www.tur f facts .com 

THE SEVENTH HOLE ON THE COURSE AT 
Candlewood Country Club is by far the most scenic 
but also the most difficult. The hole is a 555-yard, par-
five that superintendent Mike Caranci describes as 
a multiple-target engagement. You must be very 
accurate with long, true drives to position yourself in-
between the course's signature candlewood tree on 
the left and a meleleauca tree on the right that over-
looks the green below. 

"You can make it to the green in two - if you're 
Tiger Woods," Caranci says. "But most people 
who try to bypass the approach between 
those two trees end up in the water hazard 
or one of the sand traps surrounding the 
green. It's really a challenging hole." 

As a fourth-generation superintendent 
with 32 years in the business, Caranci 
also understands the challenges of keep-
ing a premier course looking its best. 
Admittedly, Caranci says, "You can never 
know enough." This is insightful - and not 

just because it came from his father, 
Thomas, who was a superinten-

dent for more than 40 
years. Thomas has also 

lived on Mike's course for the 
past 14 years and occasionally assists him. 

When rapid blight attacked the course's Poa annua 
greens, Caranci used Insignia fungicide to keep the 
disease in check. He then learned that his preventive 
fungicide program featuring Insignia also kept his fair-
ways clear of gray leaf spot. 

Multiple challenges. One engagement. One product. 
Insignia fungicide from BASE 

http://www.turffacts.com


Shades Of Green 
OPINION 

ore superintendents are 
posting golf course 
maintenance informa-
tion on club Web sites 
these days. This grow-
ing trend allows super-

intendents an opportunity to keep members 
posted on progress of projects, announce 
maintenance schedules and give general 
news about the course. Taking it a step fur-
ther, Duffy McDuffy, superintendent at 
Lake Omigosh Country Club here in central 
Florida, hosts an "Ask the Superintendent" 
information link on his club's Web site. Lets 
hack into the site and take a lighter look at 
what's going on. 

Dear Superintendent: Why was the water run-
ning on Thursday morning after the Wednesday 
rain?—Abigail Anderson 

Dear Abby: A better question is why were 
your sprinklers running "during" the rain on 
Wednesday? We were applying an insecticide 
for grubs because the Wednesday rain brought 
them closer to the surface, and by law that 
chemical is supposed to be watered in after ap-
plication. But good question. Keeps us on our 
toes to make sure we aren't just ignoring our 
irrigation system, like some people do. 

From Fred Farkle: Purple grackles and squirrels 
are eating my snacks in the go If car and a crow 
stole my gold watch. Cant you control the wildlife? 

Hi Fred: I'm going to ask you to log your 
wildlife sightings in the pro shop so we can get 
certified in the Audubon International (AI) 
Cooperative Sanctuary Program. Then AI will 
ask you to quit feeding junk food to the ani-
mals. PS. We found your watch in the woods. 
You might call Paul Harvey and tell him that 
wildlife is alive and well on golf courses. Put 
that gold watch in your golf bag while on the 
course. And, by the way, Rolex is spelled with 

CCX » 

one L. 
Oilie Huffnagle: Im from Ohio and our golf 

course equipment Listed twice as long up there as 
the equipment does down here. Dont you guys 
know anything about mechanics? 

Dear oilie: The equipment lasted twice as 
long up there because they used it half as much 
as we do down here. Perhaps you failed to no-

Just Ask the 
Superintendent 
B Y J O E L J A C K S O N 

T H A T G R A Y , F U R R Y 

T H I N G IS J U S T A 

M I C R O P H O N E 

W I T H A F A K E F U R 

C O V E R T O M U F F L E 

T H E W I N D 

tice we are open all year in Florida. 
Hey McDuffy: The bunkers on our course are 

terrible. They are so inconsistent (soft, wet, hard, 
etc.) I cant get up and down out of them. 
— Charles "Sandy"Sanderson. 

Dear Sandy: While I am sympathetic to your 
poor bunker play, I am reluctant to spend too 
much time and money on grooming a hazard. 
The operative word is hazard. You might not 
want to play Pine Valley in New Jersey. 

Mr. McDuffy: I saw a dead muskrat on one of 
the par-3 tees while watching go If on TV. What's 
going on?—Mrs. Beasley 

Dear Mrs. Beasley: You're not with PETA are 
you? Actually that gray, furry thing is just a 
microphone with a fake fur cover to muffle the 
wind. Originally they were green to blend in 
with the turf but golfers called in to complain 
that the superintendent was an idiot for allow-
ing a clump of weeds like that on the course 
during a tournament. 

Dear Super: I dont thinkyoure doing such a 
good job on keeping the green speed consistent on 
our greens. I have noticed that the uphill putts are 
always slower than the downhill putts. What's the 
problem? — I. Newton 

Dear Mr. Newton: Gravity! 
Concerned: I hear a lot on TV about grain on 

the greens. Do we have any grain on our course? 
Dear Concerned: Not to worry. All the grain on 

our course is in bottles in the 19th Hole Grille. 
Our greens are so short the only possible leaf 
blade orientation left is the slope of the ground. 

Well, that's all folks. So long from Lake 
Omigosh where the superintendent is dedicated, 
the crew is hard working and the members are 
about par for the course. 

JoelJackson, CGCS, is director of communications 
for the Florida GCSA. 
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A Pound of 
Worth an O 

Perfecting Turfgrass Performance1 

I M-ám 
TURF MERCHANTS, INC. 

33390 Tangent Loop 
Tangent Oregon 97389- 9703 

Phone (541) 926-8649 
Fax (541) 926-4435 

800-421-1735 
www.turfmerchants.com 

P a r a g o n G L R ™ Is O n e O f T h e F i r s t P e r e n n i a l R y e g r a s s e s 
W i t h R e s i s t a n c e t o G r a y L e a f S p o t ! 

¿ ^ f e r ^ Other Perennial Ryegrasses f r o m T M l 
P i z z a z z : 

^ K C S J ) M a n h a t t a n 4 
« P a r a g o n 

Captain Neo™ V I P 
(Natural Engineered Organism) 
Captain Neo guarantees that no Biotechnology was used in advancing these varieties! 

Paragon GLR™ is the breakthrough variety for which 
turf managers have been waiting! Since 
the first outbreaks of gray leaf spot (Pyricularia 
Grisea) in the late 1990%TMI has been 
working with several renowned breeding 
programs to produce a resistant variety 
that could withstand the ravages of a 
gray leaf spot outbreak, yet retain the 
deep green color and fine texture for 
which the original Paragon was noted. 

Planting Paragon GLR™ can save you time 
and money by reducing or eliminating 
fungicide treatments. 

http://www.turfmerchants.com


Designs on Golf 
ARCHITECTURE 

he battle against excessive 
green speed is over. The so-
called progressives have won. 
You know them. They're the 
types who tell us to quit our 
whining and accept that 

equipment must go unregulated because 
course setup tactics have proven adept at keep-
ing scoring in check. 

Yes, in case you were wondering, it is a form 
of irony gone bad (a.k.a hypocrisy). The pro-
gressives say there should be no rules in effect 
to regulate equipment, but golf courses should 
ratchet up green speeds — even if that means 
the risk of losing greens — to prevent progress 
in the scoring department. 

I'll repeat: Low scoring must be stopped so 
that we can clear the way for progress. 

Who let Yogi into this debate? 
From Augusta National to the club invita-

tional to the city championship, green speeds 
had better be pushing double digits or Old 
Man Par will be spinning in his grave. 

This costly trend has so many ramifications 
for the game — not that this is a newsflash for 
anyone reading this. Super-fast greens were ini-
tially just a new, fun thing that came with im-
proved agronomic practices — like a new toy. 

But as better players overpower a course, 
thanks to improved equipment that should 
have been regulated, layouts look at green 
speed as a way to "protect" their design in-
tegrity. In other words, they want fast greens to 
prevent the low scores believed to be embar-
rassing to a course's reputation. 

But based on comments in a recent story by 
Golf Worlds Nick Seitz, the prevent-scoring 
mentality in golf is working as well as the pre-
vent defense works for football teams. 

"The faster the greens, the more players like 
them because a 20-footer today is like a 10-
footer in my time," Johnny Miller said. 

According to Seitz, the average putts per 
green hit in regulation has been tracked since 
1986, when the tour average was 1.810. For 
2005 it was 1.779. 

That doesn't sound like a lot, but it trans-
lates to a stroke and a half improvement per 
tournament. Anyone following golf over that 

Life in Fast Lane 
Not What It Seems 
B Y G E O F F S H A C K E L F O R D 

W E K N O W T H A T 

M O S T C O U R S E S 

W I L L R E S I S T G O I N G 

B A C K W A R D W I T H 

G R E E N S P E E D S . 

B U T . . . 

time knows that tournament greens have be-
come smoother and more consistent but also 
several feet faster on the Stimpmeter. 

Common sense tells you that the increased 
speed would negate the improved consistency, 
or even worsen putting stats. But Seitz 
reported a 1988 PGA Tour study that said 
players made 54.8 percent of putts from 6 feet, 
while in 2005 the number was an astounding 
69.6 percent. 

Architect and swing instructor Jim Hardy 
told GolfWoM. "My generation had to clobber 
the ball, the greens were so much slower and 
rougher. Today they're much faster and 
smoother, and even the worst putter can roll it. 
The greens have gone from 8 to 10 on the 
Stimpmeter in my day to 12 and higher today" 

Then there was this little ray of sunshine 
last fall. (You can feel free to share this one 
with the green chairman or your assistant pro). 
When asked about all of the recent changes to 
Augusta, Tiger Woods responded, "I can un-
derstand why they lengthen it. Also, then 
again, they want us to hit the same clubs that 
we used to hit to the holes. Then if that's the 
case, make the greens as slow as they used to 
be. The greens are running 12 and 13. They 
never ran 12 or 13 back in the '60s, '70s and 
'80s. It just wasn't that way." 

We know that most courses will resist going 
backward with green speeds. But if just one 
big-time event can show that players struggle 
on slower greens and scores go up, by golly, 
golf could be on to something. 

Why, that winning combination might be 
just the kind of "progress" that makes everyone 
happy 

Geoff Shackelford can be reached at 
geoffshac@aol. com. 



The complete package to take 
care of all your bunker sand 
maintenance needs. Remove 
silts, days, rocks, and remix 
your sands sieve sizes all in 
one easy process. Our 
maintenance free design 
leaves you with more time and 
money to focus on your 
courses needs. 

The SandStorm features a 12 volt DC 
powered vibratory motor. Our standard 
units are powered by Vibco. But, we 
also carry the equivalent motor made 
by Bosch for our customers residing in 
the EU certification regions. 

Phoenix, AZ 
info@zscreen.com 

So, what happens to the "undesirable" 
material being separated from your 
sand? All material larger than USGA spec, 
along with clay content, rolls off the back 
of the screen deck and into the remov-
able waste bin. This allows you to dump 
your debris in the bed of your utility 
vehicle, or other receptacle, for disposal 
later. All that's left behind is the bunker 
spec sand you originally started with. 

Ph: 6 2 3 - 5 8 1 - 0 3 
www.zscreen.co 

mailto:info@zscreen.com
http://www.zscreen.co
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Amputees, paraplegics and others 

with physical impairments want 

to play golf, and they say that 

golf courses will only benefit by 

making them feel more welcome 



S T O R Y A N D P H O T O G R A P H S R Y L A R R Y A Y L W A R D , E D I T O R I N C H I E F 

The longer Mike Reeder sits in a golf car and waits for his turn 
to tee off on the first hole, the larger a crowd grows to watch 
him. By the time its Reeders turn to hit, the gathering has grown 
to about 400 people. 

They dont want to miss this. 
Reeder glances at the throng assembled around the tee box. 

He takes his spot on the well-manicured grass and positions him-
self for his shot. The crowd hushes as Reeder eyes his target. 
He sways his muscular arms back and takes a graceful swing. 

[ A B O U T T H I S S E R I E S ] "Growing the Game," a four-part series that will appear in Golfdom throughout this year, will 

focus on how the golf industry can attract more new players and create more rounds from four distinct groups: 

d i s a b l e d p e o p l e ; w o m e n ; chi ldren; and minor i t ies , including African-Americans and Hispanics. Golfdom will 

speak with representatives from people representing each of these segments to get their views on what the golf industry 

needs to do to attract more players from their segments. Then we'll speak with 

golf industry representatives to see what the industry is doing and what plans it 

has to grow the game within these segments. 

<4 Part two of the series, "Attracting More Minority Golfers," runs in May. 



Continued from page 29 
The golf ball glides like a soaring sea-

gull and lands in the middle of the fair-
way, about 225 yards from the tee. The 
crowd roars its approval, as if Tiger Woods 
had hit the shot. 

Reeder takes it all in. And 
then, as the crowd begins to 
quiet, he hears a voice from 
above the others shout, "Man, 
he hits it better than I do!" 

Reeder, a 10 handicap, 
chuckles to himself. The 

remark doesn't bother him. In his 20 years 
of playing golf while sitting in a wheelchair 
— Reeder is an amputee who lost his legs 
in a booby trap during the Vietnam War 
— the 57-year-old has heard it all. 

But it rankles Reeder that able-bod-
ied people assume that disabled people 
— from amputees to paraplegics to oth-
ers physically impaired by hip injuries, 
strokes and other afflictions — can't be 

EP 

decent golfers and are bound to spray 
their balls all over a course while taking 
six hours to complete 18 holes. 

It's not just the golfers who maintain 
these opinions, disabled people say, not-
ing that golf course employees — from 
owners to general managers to pros to 
superintendents — haven't exactly rolled 
out the welcome mat for them. Golfers 
with disabilities say they don't feel 
accepted at some golf courses, despite the 
fact that the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 requires golf courses "to pro-
vide goods and services to people with 
disabilities on an equal basis with the rest 
of the general public." 

"A lot of people might refer to us as 
gimps or cripples and ask what the hell 
we're doing out there," says Bob Wilson, 
a below-knee amputee and executive 
director of the National Amputee Golf 
Association. 

Continued on page 32 

When your 
company is 
featured in Golfdom, 
expecting your customers 
to read your story 
isn't enough... 
you need Reprints. 

800-290-5460 ext. 100 
golfdom@reprintbuyer.com 

RMS is the authorized provider of custom Reprints, Eprints and NXTprints for Golfdom magazine 

TTO Custom Signage 
"" Where leaerctfs begin, 

ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE, ALUMINUM & GRANITE CUSTOM SIGN SOLUTIONS. 

CALL: 1 -800 -360 -9959 
WWW.TTGCS.COM 

mailto:golfdom@reprintbuyer.com
http://WWW.TTGCS.COM

