
SedgeHammer™ Herbicide replaces Manage® to knock out nutsedge in turfgrass and landscapes. 

If you relied on Manage® Herbicide to control nutsedge, SedgeHammer™ effectively controls both yellow and 

now you can count on new SedgeHammer™ from Gowan purple nutsedge in cool-and warm-season turfgrasses, 

Company. By replacing Manage®, SedgeHammer™ including areas around landscapes with established woody 

Herbicide provides the same proven efficacy, formulation ornamentals. For more details, call 1.800.883.1844, 

and safety you need. or visit www.gowanco.com. 

Nail your nutsedge. SedgeHammer 
Herbicide 

Gowan 
The Go To Company 

P.O. Box 5569 • Yuma, AZ 85366 • loll Free: 800 .883.1844 ext. 2 • www.gowonco.tom 

Manage® is a registered trademark of Monsanto Company. SedgeHammer™ is a trademark of Gowan Company, LLC. Always reod and follow label directions. 

Nutsedge? How Will You Manage Without Manage ? 

...It's Easy, With New SedgeHammer. 

http://www.gowanco.com
http://www.gowonco.tom


One of the maintenance 
crew's first acts under 
Woodward was to replace 
every sprinkler head at 
Torrey Pines. 

Continued from page 30 
Henderson, Nev. And Woodward's father, 
Dymond, spent a lifetime in construction and 
keeps busy in retirement as a starter and marshal 
at Hassayampa Country Club in Prescott, Ariz. 

The family tree also includes Woodward's 
cousin, Mike Pock, the superintendent at Whis-
per Rock Golf Course in Scottsdale, and Mike's 
sons, Ernie and Jay Pock, the superintendents 
at Grayhawk Golf Club and Whisper Rock's 
upper course, respectively. 

"Mark's a very good individual, and a lot of 
people look up to Mark in the industry," Ernie 
Pock says of his second-cousin. "With him hav-
ing been the national president of our associa-
tion, he's a lot better in politics than me, my 
brother or our father will ever be, and I think he 
takes lot of that from my great-granddad, his 
grandfather. He's a very good people person, one 
of the few true politicians in our business." 

With most of his time spent inside his Tor-
rey Pines office, Woodward relishes having to 
supervise three facilities and 95 city employ-
ees. He doesn't miss getting his hands dirty, 
although he regrets that he's often too busy to 
play — an ever-present urge with the club's 
North and South courses just a few feet away. 

"I look out there every day and see that beau-
tiful facility, with the ocean right there, and it's 
hard not to get out there," Woodward says. "But 
my job requires that I spend a lot of time ad-
ministratively in keeping the operation going." 

Despite being one of America's top 
municipal courses and the annual host of 
the Buick Invitational — and despite a $3 
million Rees Jones redesign of the South 
Course in 2003 — Torrey Pines, Oppenheim 

says, had room for improvement when Wood-
ward arrived. And with the U.S. Open com-
ing to the South Course, city officials let it be 
known that they weren't content. 

"This job is way more detailed and there's 
way more at stake because of the pressure of the 
Open and the Buick Invitational and those type 
of things," Woodward says. "But I didn't want 
to take the easy way out. I like that excitement." 

Woodward says he is focusing about 90 per-
cent of his time and effort toward perfecting 
the South Course. "We're raising the bar on 
the entire operation, from customer service to 
the pro shop." 

On the agronomy side, he and his crew are 
into the third round of extensive quarterly aer-
ification and topdressing programs on the 
greens and fairways. They're also on their way 
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to heeding the United States Golf Asso-
ciation's wish that the greens consist 
solely of Poa annua — currently they're 
a combination of Penncross and Poa — 
and that the fairways feature as much 
kikuyugrass as possible. 

All sprinkler heads have been replaced. 
A comprehensive tree management pro-
gram on both courses has started. And 
upon conclusion of the Buick Invitational 
in February, several tee areas will be rebuilt 
or expanded, a bunker on the No. 6 fair-
way will be constructed, and the landing 
area on No. 18 will be leveled. 

"Our course conditions at Torrey Pines 
are better than they've been in many years," 
Oppenheim says. "We've gotten three 
awards in the last few months at Torrey, 

and I'm sure that wouldn't be the case if 
we weren't showing that kind of progress 
on the course and giving people a great 
experience while they're out there." 

On top of the physical changes to 
Torrey Pines, Woodward transferred Bal-
boa Park superintendent Candice 
Combs to Torrey Pines to evaluate her 
performance over a three-month trial 
that was slated to end in late September. 
Torrey Pines superintendent Jerry Dearie 
switched to Balboa Park. 

"Mark's smart enough from a man-
agement standpoint to surround himself 
with good people," Holmwood says. "If 
he misses a beat from a technology stand-
point, he makes sure he has people sur-
rounding him that are top quality people. 

Solid as a rock in his former town of Mesa, 
Woodward hopes to establish himself at Torrey 
Pines and San Diego's other two municipal 
courses, Balboa Park and Mission Bay. 

Again, one of his strongest assets is that 
he's a team player. And he knows how to 
build a good team." 

On the business side, Woodward is 
orchestrating a five-year operational plan 
and a subset of that plan, a 14-year cash-
flow analysis of the city's three facilities. The 
latter initiative was warranted by the im-
pending construction of a 27,000-square-
foot clubhouse at Torrey Pines. With the 
$ 13 million building slated to open in late 
2007, the city wants to determine how 
course revenues can offset the debt. 

"San Diego is going through some 
budget work, but luckily the golf enter-
prise fund is in pretty good shape right 
now, and we're not being hit as hard as 
some of the other entities are in the city, 
like the parks department," Woodward 
says. "We've got a lot of things going on 
right now, and they understand we have 
a pretty big event coming up here in 2008. 
They're not going to do too much to jeop-
ardize what's going on with that." 

Likewise, Woodward is doing nothing 
to jeopardize his family life and health. 
His bride, Amy, finally joined him at their 
Carmel Valley home in late May. Just days 
earlier his first grandchild, Trenton Jay, 
was born in Mesa. Since then, Woodward, 
an admitted workaholic, has tried to main-
tain a normal workday — 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m., he says — although there's no ab-
solutes with government work. 

"We had a council meeting till 
10 o'clock on Amy's first day here," Wood-
ward says. "I'm dedicated to my job and 
I'll do everything to get it done, but there's 
life beyond work." 

That might even mean time for a ball-
game or movie. Just don't expect buttered 
popcorn on the menu. 

"The doctor says there's a 99 percent 
chance the diverticulitis won't come back, 
but I'm shying away from all that stuff," 
Woodward says. "I even worry about 
the sesame seeds on hamburger buns." • 
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Nature 
of the Business 

Challenges abound for two superintendents whose golf courses 
are located on environmentally sensitive federal parkland 

Keen m Green 

he sun ushers in a spring 
morning at Wawona 
Hotel Golf Course on 
the southern tip of the 
Yosemite National Park 
in Wawona, Calif. Al-
though the ground is 

saturated from the previous night's rain, irri-
gation heads are going full blast — putting 
out so much water on the soaked greens that 
the cups are turning into veritable frog jacuzzis. 

But it's just another day of playing by the 
rules for golf course superintendent Kim 

Porter, who has no say in the 
BY ANTHONY PIOPPI irrigation regime on this day. 

Because the course is located 
on national parkland, Porter's guidelines are 
federal and not state. 

That means Porter must irrigate when told. 
In fact, he must go through a complex process 
just to remove a bunker or get permission to 
apply pesticides. 

A world away on the far reaches of Cape 
Cod, Mass., Stuart Eyman faces the same sort 
of dilemmas. As superintendent of Highland 
Links Golf Course, the only layout inside the 
confines of the National Seashore and thought 
to be the oldest course on Cape Cod, the fed-
eral government also controls Eyman's work life. 

For the two superintendents, regulations 
and guidelines are at times confounding and 
sometimes arbitrary, usually administered by 
someone hundreds of miles away. 

The soaked greens at Wawona, a delight-
ful nine-hole layout that opened in 1918, serve 
as a perfect illustration of the alternate uni-
verse the two superintendents find themselves. 
The golf course is the overflow area for the ef-
fluent tanks of hotels located within the Na-
tional Park. So when the tanks are full, Wa-
wona is watered whether it needs it or not per 
order of the parks department. 

Porter combats the excessive water use with 
an aggressive aeration program, plugging his 
greens three times a year and putting on ample 
amounts of topdressing. 

He also does not use pesticides or fertiliz-
ers on the course. And because Porter limits 
irrigation during summer months, he en-
courages hearty varieties of turf while dri-
ving out weaker ones and holding off disease. 
Few weeds survive. 

Porter last applied for pesticide-use permits 
in 1981 during his first year as superintendent 
and was turned down. Since that time, and 
with the backing of current owners Delaware 
North Corp., the company that runs the hotel 
and course, he has maintained the place sans 



pesticides but with plenty of ingenuity. 
The health of the turf, including what he 

calls a mutant strain of bermudagrass on some 
tees, and the lack of weeds are a testament to 
the success of his program as it is to his patience. 

"It's all done culturally," says Porter, who 
graduated in 1977 from Fresno State Uni-
versity with a degree in plant science and soil 
fertility. 

For instance, Porter is not allowed to trap 
varmints that might tear up turf, but that does 
not stop him from pursuing them — indi-
rectly. "We're very friendly to birds of prey that 
go after gophers," he says, noting that hawks 
are his pals. 

Porter removes cutworms from greens by 
flooding the putting surfaces, which drives the 
pests to the surface where they turn into meals 
for the abundant bird population found 
inside the park. 

"Or you can step on them," he adds. 
He notes the effluent is not all bad and in 

fact helps combat clover. The practice putting 

green located across the street from the course 
and just outside the door of the pro shop is 
rife with clover, Porter says, because it is irri-
gated with potable water. 

The guidelines are not just about chemi-
cals. Nearly every spring the annual snowmelt 
causes a spring to pop up near the ninth green, 
sending a stream of water over the putting sur-
face and making it impossible to mow, never 
mind putt on. Nearly half the putting surface 
is out of play for a good portion of the season. 

Porter is forbidden by regulations from 
installing any permanent drainage anywhere 
on the course. The best he can do is carve tem-
porary shallow trenches to move the water 
away from in-play areas and off the course. 

Even restoring the land can be challenging. 
A few years ago, on the recommendation of 
the United States Golf Association, Porter 
wanted to remove a fairway bunker located 
near a small stream. By converting the area to 
rough, players would avoid having to hit long 

Continued on page 36 

Because of federal restrictions, 
Highland Links Golf Course 
Superintendent Stuart Eyman can 
only irrigate his tees and greens. 
He holds off disease by keeping 
his heights of cut slightly higher 
than most courses. 



Nature of the Business 

As the superintendent of a course located 
inside Yosemite National Park, Kim Porter 
hasn't used pesticides since 1981. 

"We had 

to get triple-X 

clearance" to 

remove a fairway 

bunker. 
KIM PORTER 

SUPERINTENDENT, WAWONA 

(CALIF.) HOTEL GOLF COURSE 

Continued from page 35 
sand shots over a hazard. It was months before 
he received permission to fill in the small area. 
Porter first applied to make the change to the 
parks office in San Francisco. The request was 
then kicked up the ladder to the Denver of-
fice where the decision was eventually made. 

"We had to get triple-X clearance to get 
that done," Porter says. 

Because the golf course land is considered 
to be a pristine archeological site with possible 
Native American artifacts buried beneath the 
turf, any digging or filling-in is tightly moni-
tored. Even the removal of trees more than 
6 inches in diameter — ponderosa pine, oak 
fir and cedar — must be classified as a danger 
to be taken down. Otherwise they stay, even if 
the shade or root structure seriously harms turf 
growth. Porter says he counts on heavy winter 
snow to do some of the pruning for him. 

Out on Cape Cod in the town of Truro 
where the Pilgrims first landed before moving 
on to Plymouth, Eyman has his own hoops to 

leap through. Highland is a nine-hole layout 
thought to have opened in 1892, making it 
one of the oldest golf courses in the country. 
Originally part of the Highland Resort, the 
eighth green is located just a few yards from 
the resort's Highland House, which now 
houses the Truro Historical Society. 

Behind the seventh green is Cape Cod Light. 
The original was built in 1792 and sat some 
450 feet closer to the ocean, but the lighthouse 
was relocated closer to the course in 1996, away 
from the eroding bluffs. The National Seashore, 
part of the U.S. Parks Department, came to be 
in 1962 at the urging of President John F. 
Kennedy. Since 2001, Cape Cod native Eyman 
has been the superintendent working for the 
town ofTruro, which is the concessionaire and 
leases the course from the federal government, 
but plays by federal rules. 

Part of Eyman s job is to submit a list of pes-
ticides and fertilizers he wishes to use on the 
course annually. 

Continued on page 38 



Finally... 
A Simple Filter Solution 

for Large Ornamental & Retention Ponds 
Tap Into Constructed Wetland Filtration Using Aquascape Designs 
Patented Snorkel™ Vault and Centipede™ Module System 

One of the most effective BMP's 
for filtering large bodies of water 
Modular by design allowing builder 
the flexibility to expand the system 
to meet project requirements 

Ideal for retention pond 
construction and restoration 
Reduces the need for expensive and 
environmentally unfriendly algaecides 
Strips out suspended solids and 
improves water clarity 
Snorkel clean-out vault allows for easy 
sediment removal reducing the need 
for costly and invasive dredging 

FREE Pond Product Specifications 
CAD Drawings CD Rom 

• Contains detailed water feature design CAD files 
that can be "plugged" right into your plans 
Drawings are in several formats for easy integration 
into your design process with any level of software 

• Shows Aquascape Designs professional water feature 
products installed in appropriate applications 
including installation notes and details 

CALL TODAY AND GET YOURsf 
U.S. 1.866.877.6637 ext. 1590 

CAN 1.866.766.3426 



Check out these 
other "green" stories: 
• In Out of Bounds on 
page 84, Mark Luce 
writes about hybrid cars. 
At 6 0 miles per gallon, 
we can't help but brake 
for these gas-saving 
alternatives. 

• In his Designs on Golf 
column on page 26, 
Geoff Shackelford 
advises the golf world to 
embrace nature. 

Continued from page 36 
"Even if it's approved one year, there's no 

guarantee it will be the next," he says. "I don't 
know why. They never tell me." 

In 2004 Eyman was allowed to use a pop-
ular insecticide to combat grubs. He applied 
for use again this year and by June, when the 
window for ridding the course of grubs was 
closed, he still had not heard. 

"You do what you can with what you have," 
he says. 

In another instance that left Eyman baf-
fled, he was allowed to use a name-brand 
fungicide. But when the product went to 
generic labels, he was not given clearance to 
use those products but could continue to use 
the name brand. 

Although frustrated by the process, Eyman, 
understands the motive. 

"I realize the park has its job to do, which 
is protecting its assets," says Eyman, a gradu-
ate of the University of Massachusetts-
Amherst. "So I may not agree with its deci-
sions concerning what I can and cannot use, 
but I will always abide by those decisions and 
do the best job I know how to do." 

Part of Eyman's cultural practice in hold-
ing off disease is keeping his heights of cut 
slightly higher than most courses. His course's 
greens are mowed at eleven-sixty-fourths of 

an inch, fairways at seven-eighths of an inch 
and the rough at 3 inches. Only tees and greens 
are irrigated, and irrigation is kept to a mini-
mum over the links-like design. 

At Wawona, Porter does the same. Greens 
are mowed at slightly more than a half-inch 
during hot months and slightly under in cooler 
periods. Fairways and tees are mowed at just 
under nine-sixteenths of an inch. 

Incidentally, Porter deals with other prob-
lems that few other superintendents face, and 
these have nothing to do with government 
regulation. 

There is an abundance of mule deer on the 
property and they have a tendency to gouge 
the greens with their hooves. Mountain lions 
and coyotes are the best defense against that 
problem. 

For some reason, bears have taken a lik-
ing to one particular putting surface. 

"They like to the use No. 6 green as a toi-
let," Porter says. "Whoever mows that green 
in the morning takes a shovel with him." 

One of the course's workers says coyotes 
have their favorite spots as well. Valve boxes 
are often their rest stop of choice — with-
out approval of the parks department. • 

Anthony Pioppi is a contributing editor of 
Golfdom. 

As the only golf course located inside 
th£ National Seashore on Cape Cod, 
Highland Links is controlled to a large 
degree by the federal government. 

Nature of the Business 



Cure and prevent putting green moss infestations with Junction* Fungicide/Bactericide. 
Changes in turf maintenance practices have made moss encroachment one of the major problems that golf course 

superintendents face today. 
Left unchecked, moss can out-compete desired turf species and literally choke the life out of your greens. But, there is a proven 

and simple answer to this prolific problem. 
Research has shown that Junction Fungicide/Bactericide, used in a control program, can both cure and prevent moss infestations. 

And, while dealing with moss, Junction also provides cost-effective control of a wide spectrum of fungal and bacterial disease*. 
So, don't let moss suffocate your greens. Take back control of your greens with the Junction Moss Management 

Program. For more information about Junction call 1-800-419-7779 or visit our web 
| site at www.sepro.com. 

SePR© 
Junction* 

SePRO Corporation 11550 North Meridian Street, Suite 600, Carmel. IN 46032 Fungicide/Bactericide 
| Trademark of SePRO Corporation. Always read and follow label directions. ©Copyright 2004 SePRO Corporation. 

http://www.sepro.com


The picturesque Sand Ridge Golf Club 
was built and is maintained to function 
in harmony with the environment 

S T O R Y A N D P H O T O G R A P H S BY 

L A R R Y A Y L W A R D , E D I T O R I N C H I E F 

rom atop a grassy knoll, 
standing amid the tall fescue 
and timothy hay near the 
Sand Ridge Golf Club's 
fourth green, the view looks 
like a painting. If Norman 
Rockwell were here, he would 

promptly set up his easel and get to work on 
a watercolor. 

In the distance, the emerald-colored third 
fairway, etched neatly with bunkers and lined 
precisely with stripes created from fairway 
mowers, appears impeccable, like newly laid 
carpeting. Several sprinklers whirl water 
toward the dark-green bluegrass rough. A 
pond, its calm surface shimmering in the sun, 




