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From the Greens Committee

In gratitude
for dedication

to keeping our

fairways Poa-free

Oh, and 20 years of service

As a superintendent of creeping bentgrass fairways, you can hear a lot from the greens committee. Especially about
Poa. There's never been a postemergent herbicide to control it. But now there’s Velocity® Herbicide. It gradually
eliminates Poa annua and Poa trivialis and suppresses dollar spot for results

sure to be noticed. Even if a clean, Poa-free fairway is all the thanks you need. ~ elo Clt ,
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¢ Products That Work, From People Who Care™ | www.valentpro.com | 800-89-VALENT (898-2536)

m‘“ + Read and follow the label instructions before using.
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Mamas’ Boys

Tom Marzolf:

She encouraged us with her positiveness

BY THOMAS SKERNIVITZ

“She loved
her kids and
wanted us all
to succeed and
instilled a lot
of confidence
in us so that
we could.”

TOM MARZOLF
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om Marzolf, the
president of the
American Society
of Golf Course
Architects, doesn’t need a
compass and protractor to
draw two conclusions about
his mother Rita.
She’s the one who gave him
a blueprint for success long be-
fore he became an architect.
And she’s the one who made
sure that he didn’t fall far from
a family tree that this year is
celebrating its golf centennial.
“When she would drop us
off at school or at the golf
course, she would always turn
to me and say, ‘Do your best.
You're going to be a great per-
son someday,’ ” Marzolf says.
“She always encouraged us
and was a very positive
woman. She loved her kids
and wanted us all to succeed
and instilled a lot of confi-
dence in us so that we could.”
Much of the success that
Tom would eventually enjoy
would occur on the golf
course, either as a player or de-
signer. In high school he en-
joyed a two handicap. Today,
at 45, he’s an architect with
Fazio Golf Course Designers.
“My mother was really
responsible for taking me, as
a child, to the golf course every
time [ wanted to play,” Mar-
zolf says. “She'd take me back
and forth to high school golf
matches. And shed always en-

courage me to play golf and
help me really to have access
to the game at a young age.”

Rita Marzolf, now 74, ex-
celled herself on the links. She
learned the game as a mem-
ber of the Columbus (Ohio)
Country Club. That took her
down the street to Ohio State
University, where she starred
on the women’s golf team.

“She was a good long-iron
player,” Tom says. “And she
was competitive. She played as
much as she could, but she was
a very active mother and raised
five kids and sacrificed for her
children. She gave up her pur-
suit of golf to raise a family.”

Tom, an older brother,
and three sisters were steeped
in golf tradition, even before
they ever picked up clubs.
Great-grandfather Edward
Marzolf was a superintendent
in Buffalo, N.Y., in 1905.
Grandfather Francis was good
enough to enjoy a stint on the
professional tour before be-
coming a coach at Ohio State
and a club designer for Mc-
Gregor Golf and Burke Golf.
And their father Frank played
at Notre Dame and was also
a member at Columbus
Country Club, where he met
Rita Favret.

The family moved across
the eastern half of the coun-
try, stopping in the Philadel-
phia and New York areas as
well as Louisville, Ky. This
allowed Rita and an attentive
Tom to witness some of the

area LPGA stops.

“As a child we would go to
LPGA golf events in the area
just to introduce me to tour-
nament golf,” Tom says.
“From my moms college days
at Ohio State, she knew Mar-
ilyn Smith, who played at
Ohio State and in the ’60s and
’70s and was a competitive
LPGA player. We would walk
the course with Marilyn and
I would get insights at an early
age from an LPGA player.”

The experiences paid off.
After studying landscape and
design at Virginia Tech, Tom
joined Tom Fazio’s group in
1983. From the time he
designed his first course —
Wade Hampton Golf Club in
Cashiers, N.C. — his mother

has never stopped paying great
attention to his work.

“She loves her kids, all of
us, and has a great interest
in my career now,” Tom says.
“She’s one of these doting
mothers that every time
theres an article in a golf mag-
azine about a new opening of
one of our courses, she’s
always buying extra copies of
the magazine and sending it
to me. She’s just being a good
mother and letting her kids
know that she loves them.”

Tom repaid his mother by
moving her from Alexandria,
Va., to Greenville, S.C., where
he now resides. Together
they’ll celebrate 100 years of
Marzolf golf during a family
golf outing this summer. @
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h ) Keep your course in top condition with the premier fungicide, Banner MAXX®
No matter ow bea UtlfUI It's proven to provide superior protection against dollar spot and many other
the fairvvay iS, turf diseases, including summer patch and brown patch. Besides,

some peop|e Stl” won't use It Banner MAXX is specifically designed for the turf market, so you know
what to expect. For more information on Banner MAXX, call 1-800-395-8873.

Banner MAXX

Fungicide

www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using this product. ©2003 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419, Banner! MAXX? and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.



http://www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com

Mamas’ Boys

Bill Leeke:

Mom taught me the A-B-Cs of business

BY THOMAS SKERNIVITZ

ince taking over
management of
his mom’s golf
course last year, Bill
Leeke has watched his favorite
semi-retiree enjoy her share
of red-letter off days. Tops,
thus far, among the R&R
moments has been Nov. 20,
when Meriam Bailey Leeke
finally got the “N” she had
deserved 47 years earlier.
Along with 51 other
female athletes who had rep-
resented Northwestern Uni-
versity, Meriam Bailey Leeke,
a star golfer at the school in
the 1950s, belatedly received
a varsity letter that day. Her
son and 23,000 other specta-
tors watched the ceremony
during halftime of North-
western’s football game.
“Women athletes at the
time my mother played were
never recognized,” says Bill,
the director of operations at
Old Channel Trail Golf
Course in Montague, Mich.
“It was great to see her and
her counterparts finally get
the kudos they deserved.”
As a student at Northwest-
ern, Meriam Bailey was among
a small group of women who
studied business. Even fewer
females participated in national
athletic events, as Title IX, the
first comprehensive federal law
to prohibit sex discrimination
against students and employ-
ees of educational institutions,
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was many years shy of
inception.

Yet Meriam ex-
celled in the dassroom
and on the golf
course. As the Chi-
cago District and Illi-
nois State amateur champion
in 1956, she followed those vic-
tories by winning both the Na-
tional Intercollegiate and West-
ern Amateur in 1957. She also
played in three straight U.S.
Women’s National Opens,
making the cuts for the final
36-hole rounds each time.

She was a member of the
1958 U.S. Curtis Cup Team
and played competitive golf
for several years until she
married Lyle Leeke in 1960.
They moved to Germany,
where Lyle headed an engi-
neering crew for the Army.
“She decided to have a family
instead of going pro,” Bill says.

Lyle and Meriam moved
to Montague in 1964 to
assume management of Old
Channel Trail, then a nine-
hole facility designed by
Robert Bruce Harris and built
in 1927 by Meriam’s grand-
father, H.O. Bailey. They
expanded the facility over the
years, raised their son Bill, and
ran the course together until
Lyle’s death in 1990. “She’s
very successful — a good ex-
ample, a good role model,”
Bill says.

Meriam was a director on

J

several bank boards, including
the corporate board of First
Michigan Bank (FMB). She
served as a trustee on several
college boards and charitable
foundations and is the treasurer
of the National Golf Course
Owners Association. With Bill
and his wife Heather now run-
ning the course, she spends
more time traveling and last
summer visited England to
participate in a Curtis Cup re-
union.
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Bill Leeke (top) is proud that
his mother was finally recog-
nized for her golfing achieve-
ments while at Northwestern.

Bill, who played golf for
Northwestern in 1988 and
’89, said growing up on a
golf course was a “unique
experience.” Before returning
to Montague, he spent 15
years in Chicago operating a
computer consulting business
that he still oversees.

“My mother taught me a
lot on the golf course,” he says.
“How to stay cool under pres-
sure, how to think through
challenges, how to be strate-
gic. She’s done a great job tak-
ing care of and expanding the
course while also pursuing her

St
own activities. H

PHOTOS COURTESY: BILL LEEKE
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Pegasus Has The Power!

Pegasus™ L and Pegasus DF brand chlorothalonil are high-quality formulations
used to rein in an extensive variety of turf and ornamental diseases. You can
depend on Pegasus to be the foundation of your disease control program. No matter
which formulation you choose, you’ll get a multi-site mode of action. So remember,

when it comes to protecting your turf and ornamentals, A
\\\ S

& Pegasus has the power! ’ﬁoen iX

ENVIRONMENTAL CARE

www.phoenixenvcare.com

© 2005 Phoenix Environmental Care, LLC. All rights reserved. Pegasus is a trademark of Phoenix Environmental Care, LLC. Always read and follow label directions.



http://www.phoenixenvcare.com

Mamas’ Boys

Michael &
Vinny Iacono:

Whatever it took for her sons ... she did it

BY LARRY AYLWARD

he two brothers — their eyes
wide and smiles bright —
beam when they talk about
their mother.

“She’s always been a rock to me,” says
43-year-old Vinny Iacono, the younger
brother and superintendent of the Blue
Hill Country Club in Canton, Mass.

“She’s genuine,” says 49-year-old

Cover and Protect It
with BRIDGEGUARDS50

. m Eliminate Costly Repairs and
- Maintenance on any Surface
m Re-Surface Damaged Areas
= and Prevent Further Wear

_ m Pebble-Grain Surface Has
Excellent Traction for Safety

1/2" thick nylon-reinforced
genuine rubber bridge run-
ners come in 3" or 6'
widths, lengths to 100'. 20'
sections, with optional inter-
locking tabs also available.
Ribbed underside “works
into” the surface to prevent
sliding or shifting.

Linear Rubber Products
5416 46th St., Kenosha, W 53144
Fax (262) 657-6705

)
www.rubbermats.com
Factory Direct Prices! 1-800-558-4040
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Michael Iacono, the older
brother and certified superin-
tendent of Pine Brook Coun-
try Club in Weston, Mass.

Michael and Vinny, who
tend turf at two of the Boston
area’s most exclusive country
clubs, say their mother, 75-
year-old Pat, taught them
how to be strong and not
waver in their beliefs.

“She was just a strong
person,” Vinny says. “She
would never let anything on
the outside influence her beliefs.”

His mother’s genuineness, Michael
says, reminded him of Edith Bunker
from “All in the Family.” Not that Pat
was a dingbat, Michael says with a
chuckle, but she was patient and honest
like Edith, who was credited as the glue
that held the Bunkers together.

A large part of Michael’s and Vinny’s
jobs at their respective clubs is dealing
with members. As any wise superinten-
dent knows, the key to solid communi-
cation with members is candidness.

“We do well in our positions because
we speak to our members with honesty,”
Michael says. “We don’t BS. That came
from her.”

Pat’s honesty was not only inspiring,
it was persuasive, Michael and Vinny say.
It made them think twice about
behaving badly. And when they faltered
occasionally and made bad decisions, they
only hoped she would never find out. Be-
cause if Pat did find out, Michael and
Vinny felt that much worse about what

they did because they had disappointed

Michael (left) and Vinny  their mother.
love to talk about their But even if
mother, Pat. they did dis-

appoint her,
Vinny says, she always tried to under-
stand why they made the wrong choices.
“She would always be there in a car-
ing way,” Vinny says contemplatively.
“She gave you a pat on the back and a
hug, She didn't make you feel like a loser.”
The Taconos, of Ttalian heritage, grew
up in Providence, R.I. Michael and Vinny
lost their father, who was a superinten-
dent, when they were in their 20s. Pat was
52 when her husband, Vincent, died.
The boys spent a lot of time with their
mother when they were younger because
their father worked long hours and many
weekends. Michael and Vinny admit
their mother doted over them. They did-
n’t have many chores and she cooked
them whatever they wanted to eat.
“We were mamas’ boys,” Vinny says.
Michael and Vinny learned the value
of hard work from both parents. The
Continued on page 38

PHOTO COURTESY: MICHAEL AND VINNY IACONO
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As the old organophosphates fade from

the scene the new kids on the block are

ready to fill the gap. Most, however, lack
broad spectrum control. Many, with single
modes of action, pose the threat of
developing resistance.

Azatrol® EC Insecticide has many modes of
activity which prevent the build-up of resistance.
; And the many modes of activity also provide a
E very broad spectrum of control.

Azatrol can also broaden the spectrum of other
b Insect Growth Regulation insecticides, making it a perfect IPM companion

Anti-feedant product.
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- Ovicidal Effects
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Mamas’ Boys

Shaffer

Continued from page 27

Shaffer is confident in his abilities
as a superintendent, something he
attributes to his mother.

“She encouraged me to be an adven-
turer,” Shaffer says. “She knew I couldn
stand to be in the valley, and I had to go
to the top of the mountain to see what was
on the other side.”

Shaffer says his mom also taught him
about humility. “She instilled in me that
it’s not important to boast.”

The most important thing his mother

ers goes hand in hand with being at
peace with oneself. Hence, Matt has
found it easy to forgive.

“Ifyou're full of malice and you're bit-
ter . . . well that just fosters ill feelings,
which doesn’t make you happy,” Shaffer
says. “And then ultimately you're just a
miserable individual. And that’s no fun.”

Shaffer likes to think he lives an hon-
est life, and he attributes much of that
to his mother’s influence. “I remember
her saying, ‘God is watching and He has
a good memory,” ” he says.

People who know Shaffer know he’s
a pleasant person to be around. Shaffer

and contanimating the sand
* Keeps rain and irrigation water draining

' have always been besieged by problems of retaining
sand on bunker faces and soil particles being washed into
the sand from a heavy rain during my over 30 years as a
Golf Course Architect. In a recent bunker renovation
project at Fox Run CC, we installed TrapMaster™ bunker
erosion and contamination control fabric. I was quite
skeptical that it would be of value, but after a recent 4"
downpour, all of the old bunkers were completely washed
out, and the renovated bunkers that were lined with
‘TrapMaster™, were virtually unaffected! The owner, golf
course superintendent, and myself could only say
"amazing". I can assure you that TrapMaster™ will be
included in all my future bunker constructions.
Gary Kern
Golf Course Architect

Call TOLL-FREE

* Sand fills the blanket
layer, keeping it in

place - even on slopes
with up to 60° angles!

* Spunbond underlayer is porous enough to let
water pass through but dense enough to keep dirt
from migrating to the surface and contaminating

lings to read, as in novels and plenty
of them. Shaffer says he reads about 50
books a year.

“We're all voracious readers,” he says
of his family members.

If there’s one regret, it’s that Shaffer
doesn’t see his mother and father enough.
He lives about a five-hour drive from his
hometown and sees his parents about
seven times a year.

“I can’t get home enough,” he says. ®

Iacono

taught him, Shaffer says, was the ability ~ says that comes from his mom, too. She o bl
to forgive others for their mistakes. Shaf-  has the gift of gab — in a gopod way —  family operated a small farm when
fer says he never holds a grudge. and is an engaging conversationalist. they were young. The brothers re-
“I could have a big blowout with “She can talk to anybody,” Shaffer ~ member their mother working on the
someone and an hour or two later I'll  says. “Today when I stand in frontof an ~ farm, sometimes for 12 hours a day
go up that person and say, ‘Hopefully audience and give a speech, ’'m nervous ~ and in the hot sun.
that’s behind us and we can move for-  initially. But then I settle in like we are “It was work that nobody should
ward,”” he says. having a friendly conversation.” have to do,” Michael says.
Miriam told Matt that forgiving oth- Miriam also taught Matt and his sib- Pat loved school. And despite only
making it through the eighth grade
e g LYWL T I ICT | | becauseshe had to go workc for the
Master If! TV family when she was a teenager, she
AMamtenance LS | championed the importance of an ed-
i i who graduated from
Dramahcally reduce your bunker maintenance ﬁ;&;ﬁ%ﬁ% sfty:dhis aodisr
hapmmm mbme:m?gr:;ap:m layers — a thick msnlled i YVithath,e Vil choons
non-woven polyester “blanket” that absorbs and holds sand in place, PLUS an innovative ) tinued edumofl' Its Whyl became
polyester spunbond fabric that adds durability and prevents contamination. a certified supermtcndent,” he says.
Together, the patent-pending TrapMaster~ 2-layer design: any says he was the weaker stu-
: Zac:ﬁ: ysgrl:dﬂc‘)(:\usstaenedsg:::;k&?sair:ezznggocom * Upper blanket layer allows water to dent of the two brothers. “But all
: e it i SEORR T S
¢ Blocks weeds, rocks and dirt from migrating up 4 ung beside me and helpmg me with

my homework,” he adds.

Pat lives in a retirement commu-
nity in Providence. Her boys stop by
to see her as often as they can.

“She’s had a tough life, and it was
never easy,” Michael says. “But she
smiles every day.”

The two brothers love to talk
about their mother. The way they
speak of her — what she has raught
them and given them — is indicative
of their ongoing appreciation for her.

“Whatever it took for her sons ...

1-866-273-9280 . g | /Odenend she did it,” Michael says. “And she
and we'll send you an information packet A B wrL) still does.” ®
along with the full TrapMaster™ story! W Glit/Microtron 809 Broad St.  Wrens, GA 30833
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After 40 Years of Experience,
furfco” is the #1 Brand of

. THE WIDESPIN" 1530 1S A GOOD EXAMPLE OF THE REASON WHY:

e Guaranteed 3-year warranty. Unmatched in the industry!
e Patented 3-position switch. Guarantees even application every time.

e Patented WideSpin technology. Top dressing that ranges from 15’ heavy
to 30" light—no different attachments required.

e Adjustable angle of spinners from 0-15°. Allows for broadcast
. applications or to drive the sand into the turf.

e Galvanized hopper. No rust or flaking paint means no-stick action.

* A manufacturer with 40 years of turf experience. Our knowledge brings
you cutting-edge equipment.

When it comes to top dressing, we have
//‘ been—and still are—the industry leader.
t WIDE Sy If you want unparalleled performance in
/ any top dressing application, choose the _

! WideSpin 1530. For a demo or to request
b product information, call 1-800-679-8201 or visit turfco.com. THE LEADER. SINCE 1361.

1655 101st Avenue NE ® Minneapolis, MN 55449-4420 U.S.A
(763) 785-1000 * Fax (763) 785-0556 ¢ www.turfco.com

} Turfco's ranking according to the National Golf Foundation's Turf Brand Share Report.


http://www.turfco.com

Our home is always welcome to unique Visitors.
In fact, in January alone, we had 12, 040" of them.

Of course... some were more unique than others.

Golfdom

*Source: WebTrends, January 2005




