‘ ‘ I love someone who can
look at a divot and figure

out exactly what the hell a guy’s
golf swing did to create it. I think
that’s cool.” - Rick Reilly, Sports lllustrated

columnist, on what he thinks of superintendents.

With the sharp increase in gas prices, will you
consider using more electric equipment to off-
set fuel costs?

No, [l never
make the switch

3%

Yes, more
than ever

8%

No answer

2%

['m considering it

8%

President Bush recently urged Americans
to conserve energy, especially gas. Are you
doing your part on the golf course to conserve?

Not at all 17%

No answer

1%

Yes

28%

Somewhat

0%

Was your course damaged or hindered by bad
weather in 20057

No
0%

Yes

5%

m You go further south and Poa annua is a weed in
our region. You go further north and it’s a desired sur-
face. So we sort of split the middle here with it. If
[superintendents| are trying to kill Poa, we can figure
out how to do that. If they’re trying to manage it, we
can figure out how to do that too.”

- Keith Happ, senior agronomist for the USGA Green Section’s Mid-
Atlantic Region, on the respect and disrespect that superintendents
have for Poa in his region.

m I do like disease. If that makes me strange, so be it.”
- Bruce Clarke, director of the Rutgers Center for Turfgrass Science
and a turf disease aficionado.

m That show was just hectic.”
~ Irrigation consultant Dave Davis on getting around at the sizable
Golf Industry Show last February.

m It looks like somebody who works — and not at
dolf.”

- Jon Jennings, certified superintendent of the Chicago Golf Club,
describing what his golf game looks like.

Turf equipment gets
[treated harder] than any
other equipment I've seen. And I've
seen it all. I've worked on every-
thing from tanks, hand mowers and
18-wheel tractor-trailers. Turf
equipment gets abused the most.”

- Jay Rehr, president of Turf Equipment Consulting and
well-known golf industry mechanic.

Continued on page 42
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Continued from page 41
In this business you will

be humbled. I don’t care
how good you are or how good you
think you are, Mother Nature can
take it away from you any time.”

- Jimmy Ellison, vice president of agronomy and golf
course maintenance for Arold Palmer Golf, on golf course
maintenance in the real world.

If there’s one thing you could change about
your job, what would it be?

More pay

More knowledgeable golfers
Shorter hours

Less pressure

No answer

What is the area of your budget you're most
likely to cut when asked to do so?

m Let’s face it: We're a chemical company. If nobody

stands up for it ... well, we shouldn’t be surprised if
people say we don’t need chemicals anymore.”
- Hans Reiner, BASF executive, on the realities of the business.

m Thanks for the memories, Jack!”
- A fan yelling to Jack Nicklaus on the second day of the Memorial
Tournament at Muirfield Village Golf Club in May. Nicklaus missed the

Fertilizer

6%

No answer

1%

cut in what could have been his last tournament at
the Dublin, Ohio, course he designed and built.

m We don'’t talk about hurricanes
here any more. It’s like taboo.”

- Rob Kloska, superintendent of the Jupiter
Island Club in Hobe Sound, Fla.

m'l'hcrv's not a whole lot to do
around here. But you manage.”

- Jerry Bonner, who interned on the golf course
maintenance staff at Pinehurst No. 2 this year, on
the nightlife in the quaint town of Pinehurst, which
ain't exactly Vegas.

m Reality is reality, and Mother
Nature wins all battles. Just like today, I
wanted rain but not an inch and a half.”
- Paul Galligan, superintendent of Grand Tra-
verse Resort in Traverse City, Mich., on dealing
with the weather.

ml can’t think of anyone who has
put themselves through more misery
than I have.”

— Shawn Emerson, director of agronomy of
Desert Mountain in Scottsdale, Ariz., who has partic-
ipated in more than 50 golf course overseedings. ®

Pesticides

6%

Do you think your 2006 maintenance budget will be...

Up a little (5% or more)
Up a lot (15% or more)
Same

Down a lttle (5% or more)
Down a lot (15% or more)
No answer

Do the hours you work impact your life outside the
gdolf course?

Very much — | have no free time

Somewhat — | have a little
free time

I'm busy, but | have a life
outside my job

I've got more free time than
Jimmy Buffett

No answer

Editor’s note: Findings are based on responses from 380 superintendents and golf course
employees who participated in Golfdom’s October online survey.
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I cannot remove the asphalt ‘f//"
indentation fxrom your
“precious high spin ball.
For you should know that cart
1S" are r intended

B
~your dirt, leaves, mud and
grass and I will restore

m Par Aide makes a tough game for golfers a more enjoyable*business for you
by building products that perform as promised. No matter how bad the abuse.

@ For more information on Par Aide products please visit paraide.com.
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BY RON FURLONG

For starters, it can save
a few bucks ... as well as
the environment

ou know that saying, “The grass is always

greener on the other side of the fence™? I think

it’s fence. Maybe it’s “the other side of the hill”?

Or maybe “the other side of town”? Anyway,

you know the saying. Imagine for a moment

a time in the future, maybe the not-too-dis-

tant future, when that saying changes from

“the grass is greener” to “the grass is browner.” Doesn’t

quite have the same ring, I admit, but we may just be
headed in that direction.

Golf course superintendents are as guilty as anyone in

wanting the golf course green and healthy. I'd be lying if

I said aesthetics didn’t matter to me. They matter to me

Continued on page 46
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Befter Turf!
A Better Reputation!

Like it or not, keeping your.golf'course green
through overseeding is standgrd practice,

It's also one of yoyr blggestféxpeace"' costing &
$1,000 or more per acre each-year.

At Turk- Seed, Inesywe naturolly breed our
ryegrasses 40 give you superior performance
fraits - including salt tolerance - which makes
them ideal for overseeding. Our varieties

may cost a few more cents per pound, but
they're worth it.

With your reputation riding on the ryegrass

seed you use for your course, shouldn't yoy
choose the best? Choose Turf-Seed.

Z_TURFSEED/ING,

Your Success Depends on Seed / Satisfaction Guaranteed.

800-247-6910 o www.turf-seed.com ® email: info@turf-seed.com ® fax: 503-651-2351
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Continued from page 44

probably as much as playability. I guess that leads to the
question of what is aesthetically pleasing? Does turf have
to be green to be appealing to the eye? Are we conditioned
to the point where we think grass has to be green? What
if we opted for some yellows? Or, yes, even a few browns.

What can brown do for you? Well, deliver your pack-
ages on time of course, but what else? Imagine inten-
tionally shooting for a certain level of browns in your fair-
way, and another level in your primary rough. Maybe
even a third shade in your secondary rough, or perhaps
we're getting into the wispy shades of yellow in the deep
stuff. What would be some of the positives to such an
approach?

® How about the chance to feel like youre making a
significant contribution to the environment. How? Well,
no mow zones for one. Also, youd be creating out-of-play
areas, enhancing wildlife and cutting down on fuel and
pollutants.

8 Creating biodiversity.

B Creating more diverse aesthetics. You can only have so
much lush, green, manicured turf on your golf course. Wild-
flowers, wetlands, native grasses ... the list is endless.

W Better fairway playability. Lush turf on your fairways
does not always equal great playing conditions.

® Make your members into longer hitters. Roll,
baby, roll.

® Here's a good one: Save money! Less water, less fuel,
less equipment repairs, less labor.

The very quotable A.W. Tillinghast, the great golf
course architect from early in the last century, once wrote:
“I do not endorse the necessity of watering the entire
course, or I might say the desirability, no matter how
much money you may have. Surely watering may be car-
ried to the extreme, as certainly is the case frequently in
the watering of putting greens. ... In many cases there is
the tendency to rush to the conclusion that the fairway
wurf is dead after a drought because the plants are browned
and seared. I do not recall in these parts (northeast United
States) ever seeing any well-established fairway turf per-
manently destroyed by drought. Apparently dead, the
grass will be restored to color when the rains do fall fi-
nally, for the roots are alive. . ..”

I won't take this forum to present any arguments against
Tillie’s agronomic theories, but his words do invoke con-
sideration, even today.

Returning to golf’s roots, that's what we're talking about
here, as in the way the game was meant to be played. But
be careful now, technology is not such a bad thing. Things
have improved, and the manner in which we accomplish
tasks is more often than not better. But maybe a very small,
cautious step backward, gingerly extending your toe into

Are you managing water use as efficiently
as possible?

No, we're watering
away fo attain as
green and lush of

turf as possible
9% No answer

1%

Yes, our course is
golden brownin
some areas ¢

25%

Somewhat, we're
frying to find the
right balance

65%

Editor’s note: Findings are based on responses from 380 superintendents.

the past, is possible here. Maybe a little more knowl-
edge of the true nature of this sport’s past is in order.

In 1842, William and Robert Chambers printed the
following words in the Chambers Edinburgh Journal: “To
appreciate golf fully, it must be studied in some such school
as that of St. Andrews, where its whole character is fully
developed, in consequence at once of the admirably
adapted ground, and the enthusiasm of the votaries.”

The “admirably adapted ground,” of course, is not all
that green. We all watched a wonderful Open this past
July on the hallowed grounds, which were shimmering
in yellows, browns and a slight hint of green. Jack bid his
farewell on the bridge and not a dry eye in the house could
be found as he extended his arm around Tom Watson and
the two of them basked in the true color of the sport —
brown. I don’t remember any commentator mention-
ing the lack of lush, green turf.

If one were arguing the side of green against brown,
perhaps he would present as his visual example the storied
grounds of Augusta, nearly as legendary as St. Andrews.
Just as it would be hard to argue against those on the
side of the browns of St. Andrews, it would be nearly as
difficult to deny the perfection of that pristine golf course
in Georgia. The very green golf course in Georgia. So who
would win the debate? I have no idea, but I think what
we're left with is maybe aiming for a bit of both worlds.

It is undeniable that water, pesticide and other
restrictions are going to change the way golf courses are
managed in the future (it is already happening on many
properties), and consequently, the way they look. This
decision of choosing brown may be made for us. But

Continued on page 48
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maybe we can choose where our
browns and yellows will be. Maybe
we can dictate where shortcuts may
be made and choose agronomic de-
cisions based on playability con-
cerns as well as environmental
concerns.

One obvious choice would be
the lessening of irrigation on the
fairways and letting them brown a
bit. I work at a golf course in west-
ern Washington where we actu-
ally welcome a color other than
green when we can get it. This
region is lush and green most of the
year. A chance to firm it up and let
the ball roll down the fairways is
welcome in July and August.

I would also think the wall-to-
wall practices many of us imple-
ment with regard to water need to
be considered and perhaps
amended. Do you need to water
the rough? If your answer is “yes,”
OK. Then, do you need to water
the secondary rough? Yes? OK,
then do you need to water out-
of-play areas you are not even
mowing? Do you have some? Could you have more? Sea-
sonal wetlands, areas that only hold water for part of
the year, are another great way to increase biodiversity.

In consideration of what brown can do for you, and
how it might affect what the modern-day golfer perceives
as “playability,” let me pass along a few words from the
one and only Old Tom Morris. Here he is writing about
the shameful removal of the whins at St. Andrews a good
100 or so years ago (I have to admit I have no idea what
the heck a whin is, but that’s beside the point), and a few
words on some other hazards there. I must say after read-
ing his words, I have a strong inclination to turn off the
fairway irrigation, stop raking the bunkers and try to grow
some gorse.

“In St. Andrews the whins have ceased to mark with
their golden bloom the heathery boundary of the course.
Yet what skill was needed — especially with a side wind
— to avoid the seylln of the whins without being caught
by the Charybdis of the bunker! It was no joke to extri-
cate the ball from a dour whin; but this has been ruthlessly
removed for a different style of play.... The heather at the
sixth and ninth holes is scarcely worth calling a diffi-
culty. Where are the rushes at the second hole? Besides

This area of native grasses at Newton Country Club in New
Jersey was formerly maintained turf.

these, players have to contend with streams, roads and rail-
ways; and in some greens with trees, hedges and walls. . ..
Unplayable snares like rabbit holes should not be called
hazards, because no one can remember where those are.”

Think about the words Old Tom writes above — ...
a different style of play.” He is not talking about this
different style of play kindly. What do you think Old Tom
would think about our “green” mentality today, and the
bite we've taken out of the golf courses over the last 20
years? The golf courses look good, and they probably play
easier than they did in years past, but is that really where
we want to be?

“What skill was needed to avoid the seylln of the
whins without being caught by the Charybdis of the
bunker!” I don’t know what the heck that means, but I
agree with it! ®

Ron Furlong is the superintendent of Avalon Golf Club in
Burlington, Wash., and a frequent contributor to Golf-
dom. He can be reached at RF7500@aol.com.
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REVEALING THE SPIN ON

By Thomas Skernivitz Managing Editor

Ithough fairly simple by
nature, topdressing
has evolved signifi-
cantly in recent years.

Not long ago su-

perintendents were set-

ting aside only two days all

year to topdress with heavy applications.

“Theyd aerate the greens and then bury

them with sand,” says Kevin Clayton, a
regional sales manager with TyCrop.

Later, with the United States Golf

Association (USGA) imposing its greens
guidelines, the chore became semi-
monthly or even weekly, albeit with
lighter applications. Meticulous super-
intendents, to assure that treatments
werent applied too heavily, would spend

good chunks of time using a walking fer-
tilizer spreader on each green.

Technology soon came to the rescue.
Companies such as Dakota Peat and
Equipment, Turfco and TyCrop began
making topdressers with spinners that
guaranteed light but widespread appli-
cations. Today superintendents and their
greenskeepers can cover one green in just
two or three passes and all 18 greens in
90 minutes.

“It’s all about getting it done,”
Scott Kinkead,

president.

says

Turfco’s executive vice

Getting it done correctly goes a long
way, too. Here are 10 topdressing tips,

courtesy of [hL‘ In;li()l' HLlHUf;l\.'llll'L'r\l

Fine-tune the presets: Even light ap-
plications can result in the greens

dressint

having to be dragged or brushed clean.
But if the angle of the spinners and the
\Pk'k'll of IIIL‘ l)L‘lI .md Spinners are set
correctly before hitting the greens, that
“(}L'(l i\ L'r.l\L'(l.

“You.can get it light enough that you
can just literally turn on the irrigation
for a brief run, and you won't have to do
any dragging,” Kinkead says.

Especially important is the angle of the
spinners. Turfco’s products allow a range
between 0 degrees and 15 degrees. Set cor-
rectly, the spinners can “drive” the top-
dressing into the turf canopy instead of al-
lowing it to accumulate on the surface.

“The other value is that if it's a windy
day, you can angle the spinners down so
you're not just throwing sand out to the
wind,” Kinkead says.

Continued on page 50
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The Spin on Topdressing

Continued from page 49

Pick what works ... and stick with it:

Upon determining the correct top-
dresser settings, maintain them from
green to green and dont change “on the
fly,” Kinkead says.

“If you slow (the spinner speed)
down, you've just thickened the appli-
cation. If you speed it up, you've just
thinned out the application,” he says.

Likewise, superintendents, once
they've picked the topdressing material
that best suits their course, should stick
with that material and the supplier. “You
don’t want to have different types of ma-
terial that you're utilizing,” Kinkead says.
“You can lock up the greens.”

Clayton recommends taking a core
sample and having it analyzed in order
to develop a proper topdressing program.

“A lot of guys will start topdressing
and they won't have any idea why they’re
doing it; they just heard it’s a good idea,”
he says. “But if you put the wrong type
of material down, you can create layers
and more of a problem for your roots
not being able to penetrate the profile.”

Pick truck-mount or tow-behind: Each
mode of delivery has its positives and
negatives. A topdresser that is mounted to
the back of a utility vehicle is ideal for
maneuvering around courses that feature
tight greens. Unfortunately, Kinkead notes,
more often than not the utility vehicle
becomes “married” to the topdressing ma-
chine and remains mounted all year.
What a tow-behind topdresser might
lack in maneuverability, it makes up for
in simplicity. “All you do is drop the pin
in and go,” Kinkead says.

Floor it: Some topdressing machines

— truck-mounted or tow-behind

— rely on the hydraulics of a pull-unit

such as a Toro Workman or John Deere

Pro Garor. So, whoever is operating the

pull-unit has to shift down and hold the

accelerator to the floor while in the
process of topdressing.

“We've got a lot of people that say,

‘God, this thing doesn’t topdress very
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As soon as you're
going to go across the
green, you shift down,
floor it and go straight”

RANDY DUFAULT,

SALES MANAGER,
DAKOTA PEAT
AND EQUIPMENT

well,” and we find out they're just idling
across the green and their hydraulics
don't have enough hydraulic pressure to
flow,” Randy Dufault, sales manager
with Dakota Peat and Equipment, says.
“The spinners will be going fast and slow,

fast and slow. It won't be a great spread.”

Kick the tires: As with their personal
vehicles, superintendents should oc-
casionally inspect their topdressers. Some
of the parts to focus upon, Kinkead says,
are the filters, belts and spinner veins.
“Just give them a quick visual,” he says.

Insta-load: The most time-consum-

ing element of topdressing can be

the transport and loading of materials.

The solution is a loader that shadows the

topdressing unit. Whereas a typical top-

dresser has a capacity of 1 cubic yard,

companies offer follow-behind units that

can hold up to 4 cubic yards of material.

“That can really decrease the amount

of time it takes to topdress,” Kinkead

says. “Especially if the maintenance shed
is far away.”

Know your routes: In order to prevent
overlapped or overlooked areas of

turf, a strategy should literally be mapped

out in advance. “Look at the greens and

how you want to enter and exit them,”

Kinkead says.

Ride the straight and narrow: It’s im-

portant to maintain a straight line
while traveling on the greens. Wide
turns, especially while driving mounted
units, can result in tire tracks.

“As soon as you're going to go across
the green, you shift down, floor it and
go straight,” Dufault says. “You can
make little turns, but try to keep the lines
straight. Turn around (off the green), line
it up again and go straight back.”

Making tracks is also something to be
wary of when topdressing a fairway with
a four-wheel-drive tractor. “Always make
sure the front wheels are in two-wheel
drive,” Dufault says. “If you have the front
wheels in four-wheel-drive, when you
turn it kind of scruffs and tears the turf.”

Remember to spin: It’s a simple mistake,
but operators do forget to turn on the
spinners. This leaves lines of unscattered
sand along the green. “What I like to do
is leave the spinners running,” Dufault says.
“Make sure it’s the first thing you turn
on and the last thing you turn off.”
Doing so has an added benefit. When
loading a topdresser, excess sand tends
to spill onto the spinners and belt. When
the machine is first turned on, there’s a
“big whoosh of sand,” Dufault says, one
that you don’t want to land on a green.
“So what I like to do is turn the spin-
ners on before I get to the green so that
that whoosh just goes out into the fair-
way and you don't see it,” he says.

1 Hold off on the Stimpmeter: It takes

some time for topdressing to take
effect, so it’s best to wait until the mate-
rial is incorporated into the canopy be-
fore re-measuring green speed.

“If they check their speed and then
they topdress and then they check their
speed right away, most times the speed
is actually going to go down right away,”
Clayton says. “But if they leave it a cou-
ple of days to let the material incorpo-
rate into the canopy, then all of the sud-
den the ball speed goes up.” ®





