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• 
Doesn't your turf deserve to be here? 

• 

For decades Daconil® has been a top performer on the golf course. 

Our premium formula t ion gives us the performance edge over 

other contact fungicides even after rain or irrigation. And like any 

committed golfer, we'll keep working to deserve our place in your trophy 

case. For more on Daconil call your Syngenta rep at 1-800-395-8873. 

> 

Daconil 
^ Fungic ide 

w w w . s y n g e n t a p r o f e s s i o n a l p r o d u c t s . c o m 

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or using this product. ©2003 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. Daconil® and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. 

http://www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com


PEBBLE MAHAL: 
Cost - $2.3 million 
Site size - 1.4 acres 
Building size - 17,500 square feet 

Length - 287 feet 

Employee areas - 2,870 square feet 

Indoor equipment storage - 9,000 square feet 

Preparation of site - excavation of 30,000 cubic yards of material 

Permitting process - 1.5 years 

Architectural versions - Four. 

Continued from page 80 
the next generation. We do a tremendous job 
of training superintendents, but we don't do 
a good job of training assistants." 

During his two seminars that focused on 
climbing the career ladder, Williams empha-
sized the importance of trying to get along 
with others. When you're a superintendent, 
you need to be a team player, Williams stressed. 
"There are a lot of superintendents out there 
that grow grass real well, but [aren't good] when 
it comes to getting along with their pros and 
general managers." 

Throughout the boot camp, the assistants 
heard presentations focusing on a mixture of 
subjects — from maintaining turf equipment 
to using growth regulators and biostimulants 
for improved summer turf performance, and 
from taking a tour of the Pebble Beach Golf 
Links maintenance facility (see sidebar below) 
to gaining tips for getting their next jobs. 

Regarding the latter, the assistants heard sto-
ries from former assistants who had recently 
gained first head superintendents jobs. One 
was Mat Dunmyer, superintendent of Sonoma 
(Calif.) Golf Club. Dunmyer, a Buffalo native, 
told assistants that sometimes you have to move 
around to get what you want — and be 
patient. Dunmyer attended school at Lake City 
Community College in Florida before moving 
to California and taking a job as a spray tech-
nician at Lahontan Golf Club inTruckee, Calif. 
Soon, Dunmyer moved up to second assistant 
at the course. Two years later, he took an assis-
tant's job — but a superintendent-in-train-
ing position — at Stone Tree Golf Club in No-
vato, Calif. He was there for 14 months before 
getting his first superintendent job at Moraga 
(Calif.) Country Club. 

Dunmyer advised the assistants not to rush 
in their quests to become superintendents. 

Continued on page 84 

Dream Maintenance Facility 
One of the field trips offered during boot 
camp was a trip to Pebble Beach Golf 
Links to tour the course's highly touted 
maintenance facility. The segment was 
titled, "Maintenance Facility to Die For!' 

Indeed, Pebble Beach's building, 
which recently celebrated its first birth-
day, is the Taj Mahal of maintenance fa-
cilities, as it has been described. It fits in 
well among the million-dollar mansions 
that dot the course. 

It was sorely needed, too. Pebble 
Beach had badly outgrown its previous 
maintenance facility, like a 10-year-old in 
a 6-year-old's clothes. 

Tom Huesgen, superintendent at 
Pebble Beach, says the course's former 
tiny maintenance facility, which featured 
a 65-square-foot office for the superin-
tendent, was functional. But there's no 
comparing the two buildings. Check 
out the numbers detailing the new 
facility (right). 

"It worked for a number of years, and 
it hosted a number of successful events," 
Huesgen says. "A lot of great people 
from the industry came through it." 
- Larry Aylward, Editor 



• Guaranteed 3-year warranty. Unmatched in the industry! 

•Patented 3-position switch. Guarantees even application 
every time. 

• Patented WideSpin technology. Top dressing that ranges from 
15' heavy to 30' light—no different attachments required. 

• Adjustable angle of spinners from 0-15°. Allows for broadcast 
applications or to drive the sand into the turf. 

• Galvanized hopper. No rust or flaking paint means no-stick action. 

• A manufacturer with 40 years of turf experience. Our knowledge 
brings you cutting-edge equipment. 

When it comes to top dressing, 
we have been—and still are—the 
industry leader. If you want 

unparalleled performance in any top 
dressing application, choose the WideSpin 

1530. For a demo or to request product information, 
call 1-800-679-8201 orvisitturfco.com. 

1655 101st Avenue NE • Minneapolis, MN 55449-4420 U.S.A 
(763) 785-1000 • Fax (763) 785-0556 • www.turfco.com 

AFIER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, 
ORR TOP DRESSER TECHNRERGY IS UNMATCHED. 

http://www.turfco.com


"Word is out that we're 
trying to provide a 
first-class operation. 
Maybe this could be 
a national event." 
MIKE MCCULLOUGH 

Continued from page 82 
"I wanted to know how to do everybody's 

job before I sat on the other side of the desk," 
he said. "I wanted to learn all that I could." 

Dunmyer said its important for assistants 
to set goals for themselves and recognize what 
they need to work on — personally and pro-
fessionally — to get to the next level. 

he boot camp ended with an 
assistant superintendent golf 
tournament at Del Monte Golf 
Course on Tuesday afternoon. 
Then it was back to work. 

Speaking of work, all of the assistants were 
thankful to their bosses for letting them attend 
the boot camp and miss a few days of work. 
And that brings to mind an interesting point. 
How many bosses in other professions would 
allow the people they manage to attend an 
event that could ultimately lead them to leave 
their current jobs? 

Amsler, who says he feels privileged to work 

at Cypress Point Club, says his boss, certified 
superintendent Jeff Markow, understands he 
has to do what's best for his career and wanted 
him to attend the boot camp. 

"A good superintendent is not going to hold 
you back from something he sees as a good 
opportunity for you," Amsler says. "I've heard 
[Markow] say that to a number of guys who've 
gone through here." 

"Sergeant" McCullough, who has been with 
the NCGA for about four years and has a mas-
ter's degree in horticulture from Oklahoma 
State University, is satisfied with the direction 
his boot camp has taken, but he plans to im-
prove it. McCullough, who says he doesn't 
know of any other national turf organizations 
that offer formal programs for assistants, says 
the boot camp is gaining a name for itself 

"Word is out that we're trying to provide a 
first-class operation," he says. "Maybe this 
could be a national event. We're a ways from 
that, but if we keep it going. . . . " 

Ten-hut! • 

Superintendent's Video Workshop: Helps reduce risk of personal injury 
and maintenance mishaps • Teaches personal responsibility 

Promotes professionalism • Provides written documentation of training 
Choose from 26 titles - most also available in Spanish. 

Order online at www.svwonline.com 
or call 800-938-4330 

SVW/EPIC of Wisconsin, Inc. • 3014 E. Progress Drive - West Bend,WI 

Using S V W To Train Your Crew... 
$95.00 

"We Teach Common Sense!" 

http://www.svwonline.com


Then turfprobably isn lt your only worry! 

G o t a K i d G o i n a t o 

A q u a t r o l s is always happy to help with your turf challenges, but we're pleased to be 
partnering with Golfdom to help with your college-bound child's tuition. Encourage your son or 
daughter to enter the A q u a t r o l s Essay C o n t e s t and they could win a $ 2 , 0 0 0 or $ 1 , 0 0 0 

scholarship to underwrite their education. Plus, the winning essay will be published in 
Golfdom this summer. This year's topic is "Water Conservation in Turf & Landscape." 

The deadline for entries in M a r c h 1 , 2 0 0 4 , so get your kids started today! 

UATROLS*& Golfdom 
Contest details can be found at www.aquatrols.com/curreiit i iews 

or call (800) 257.7797 to find out more. 

http://www.aquatrols.com/curreiitiiews


Dave's World 
• O P I N I O N 

I'm tired of hearing the term "old 
school." Once reserved as a 
descriptive for rap and hip-hop 
music, "old school" is now a verbal 
decal for anything that has just a 
slight bend toward the past. 

I thought that we Turfheads might slide 
by with immunity from citing trendy label 
makers until just a few weeks ago when I 
committed the sin myself. 

OK, maybe someone else has done it, 
but this doesn't take away the level of dis-
turbance I now have with myself for at-
tempting a fusion of words combining turf 
and pop culture. 

Where did it happen? How did it hap-
pen? I can hear your mind asking the im-
portant questions. It came as I described 
my favorite fairway turf sward. 

Instead of using the usual combination 
of descriptive words like firm, dry, fast, fes-
cue, browntop, lean and mean, I simply 
said, "old-school surface." The person I was 
talking to knew exactly what I meant. 

And then I started thinking about what 
common ground "old school" and turfgrass 
might have. Plenty, it turns out, especially 
in this day of returning to tradition. 

(Wait, "tradition" and "old school" kind 
of have a link. Maybe I'm on to some-
thing!) 

Perhaps the next round of top-100 
course ratings will simply have an "old-
school" category. Why not? After all, isn't 
the golf that so many of us now admire so 
publicly really old "old school?" 

But wait! "There's a catch," says the 
client. There's always a catch with clients 
and this one isn't unlike them all. 

This one wants that "old-school" sur-
face, but he wants it with a "degree of so-
phistication." And I just realized that my 
fancy use of a catch phrase has caused a 
problem. 

Like the guys from the Discovery Chan-
nel's American Chopper who are building an 
"old-school chopper with new-school 
parts," I'm being asked to help someone 
create something new that's supposed to be 
old looking. 

Unlike custom motorcycle builders Paul 

The Good and Bad 
When It Comes 
to 'Old School' 
B Y D A V E W I L B E R 

N O W M O R E T H A N 

E V E R , T H E I D E A S 

O F T R A D I T I O N 

C O M E TO U S 

I N A G O O D W A Y 

TO B E S T U D I E D , 

A C C E P T E D A N D 

A D A P T E D 

Teutel Sr. and Paul Teutel Jr., we in golf 
construction don't really do "theme bikes." 
(Well, maybe some people have.) I'm pretty 
sure that if I came to a client and told him 
that my turfgrass paint job is going to be 
just like a vintage hot-rod paint job, I'd be 
finished with a capital "F." 

You see, it seems absurd when you look 
at it like that, but the truth is we are being 
asked more and more to do things or re-do 
things in a new way and make them look 
old. 

It's a level of sophistication that not 
many people can appreciate, and I'm not 
always sure we make the mark as well as we 
should. For instance, I cringe every time I 
see a new facility compared to some great 
old facility. 

Sorry, but the Royal Dornoch Golf Club 
is the Royal Dornoch Golf Club because 
it's the Royal Dornoch Golf Club. We just 
don't go to some ugly piece of ground in 
anywhere U.S.A. and say we're building the 
Royal Dornoch Golf Club. 

That's the bad use of "old school." The 
good use comes in the fact that we can rec-
ognize that the old ways shouldn't just be 
thrown out because they have some age on 
them. 

Now more than ever, the ideas of tradi-
tion come to us in a good way to be stud-
ied, accepted and adapted. 

Maybe all of us can look forward to one 
day being called "old school," and everyone 
will understand how cool it really is. 

DaveWilber, a Sacramento, Calif.-based inde-
pendent agronomist who's in the field daily, can 
be reached at davewilber@soil. com. 



Welcome 

to the Family! 
W e ' r e p roud to a d d the Par A i d e b r a n d to our 
respec ted fami l y of qua l i ty golf accesso r ies , a l ong 
w i th ou r seed , fert i l izer, c o m b i n a t i o n & cont ro l , 
i r r igat ion a n d e q u i p m e n t p roduc ts . 

F r o m bal l w a s h e r s to wa te r s ta t ions to b e n c h e s to 
c u p cu t te rs a n d m o r e . . . P a r A i d e is a recogn i zed 
lead ing b rand in accesso r ies . A per fec t fit for us. 

O u r fami l y of p roduc ts is g r o w i n g for o n e reason: 
to br ing y o u the h ighes t qua l i ty p roduc t l ineup ever 
o f fe red f r om any s ing le golf cou rse supp l ie r - a t rue 
one -s top s h o p p i n g oppor tun i ty . 
Now, f r o m tees , fa i rways , g r e e n s a n d roughs . . . 
t rust L E S C O for all you r needs . 

You're in Good Company. 

www.lesco.com 
800.321.5325 

LESCO is a registered t rademark and Southern logo is a t rademark of LESCO Technologies, LLC. Par Aide is a registered t rademark of Par Aide Products Company. 

http://www.lesco.com


leal-Life Solutions 
• I T W O - C Y C L E E N G I N E M A I N T E N A N C E 

Tending to Two-Cycle Engines 
Prob lem Make sure to use the proper oil, among other things, for less-forgiving units 

T o d a y ' s l e a n e r b u r n i n g t w o -
c y c l e e n g i n e s a r e b u i l t f o r 
l o w e r e m i s s i o n l e v e l s . T h a t 
s a i d , t h e e n g i n e s a r e n o t a s 
f o r g i v i n g a s o l d e r u n i t s . 

Solution 
I t ' s c r u c i a l t o t a k e c a r e o f 
t h i s h i g h - p e r f o r m a n c e 
e q u i p m e n t t o k e e p it 
r u n n i n g l o n g e r a n d 
e f f i c i e n t l y . T h a t m e a n s u s i n g 
t h e r i g h t o i l a n d k e e p i n g t h e 
e q u i p m e n t c l e a n , a m o n g 
o t h e r t h i n g s . 

B Y f S E I R T M A U L E R 

Todays leaner burning two-cycle 
engines are designed and built 
for dramatically lower emission 
levels and are simply not as for-
giving as older units. Using the 

correct oil not only will extend engine life, it 
will also benefit the environment. 

For that reason, the use of proper oil is 
vitally important to prolonging the life of 
high-performance equipment, says Jay 
Larsen, product marketing manager for 
Shindaiwa in Tualatin, Ore. 

D r a m a t i c a l l y r e d u c e y o u r b u n k e r m a i n t e n a n c e 
cos ts w h e n y o u i n s t a l l TVaplVlaster" 

T r a p M a s t e r e ros ion c o n t r o l f ab r i c solves y o u r t o u g h e s t p r o b l e m s . It is 2 layers - a t h i c k , 
n o n - w o v e n po lyes te r " b l a n k e t " t h a t absorbs a n d ho lds sand in p lace, PLUS a n i n n o v a t i v e 

po lyes te r s p u n b o n d fab r i c t h a t adds du rab i l i t y a n d p reven ts c o n t a m i n a t i o n . 
Together , t h e p a t e n t - p e n d i n g T t a p M a s t e r 2 - layer des ign : 

Saves y o u thousands in bunker ma in tenance costs 
Holds sand o n steep bunker faces - up t o 60° 
Prevents erosion a n d w a s h o u t 
Blocks weeds , rocks and dir t f r o m mig ra t ing up 
and con tan ima t i ng the sand 
Keeps rain and i rr igat ion w a t e r dra in ing 

"I have always been besieged by problems of retaining 
sand on bunker faces and soil particles being washed into 
the sand from a heavy rain during my over 30 years as a 
Golf Course Architect. In a recent bunker renovation 
project at Fox Run CC, we installed TrapMaster™ bunker 
erosion and contamination control fabric. I was quite 
skeptical that it would be of value, but after a recent 4" 
downpour, all of the old bunkers were completely washed 
out, and the renovated bunkers that were lined with 
TrapMaster™, were virtually unaffected! The owner, golf 
course superintendent, and myself could only say 
"amazing". I can assure you that TrapMaster™ will be 
included in all my future bunker constructions. 

Gary Kern 
Golf Course Architect 

Gl i t /M ic ro t ron • 8 0 9 Broad St. 
Wrens , G A 3 0 8 3 3 

• Upper blanket layer allows water to 
penetrate and drain evenly - drastically 
reducing the incidence of erosion, 

• Sand fills the blanket 
layer, keeping it In 
place - even on slopes 
with up to 60° angles! 

• Spunbond underiayer is porous enough to let 
water pass through but dense enough to keep dirt 
from migrating to the surface and contaminating 
your clean sand. 

"Be sure to use the manufacturers or a 
major brand of two-cycle oil," says Kent 
Hall, product manager of power tools for 
Stihl in Virginia Beach, Va. 

Even in a pickup truck, if forced to 
choose between matching viscosity (say 
10W-30) and matching brand, mechanics 
will recommend using a different weight 
(10W-40) but sticking with the same brand 
so the additives are the same. 

Its important to mix fuel with a name-
brand two-cycle engine oil at either 40:1 or 

50:1, depending on the manufacturers 
recommendation which can be found 
in the owners manual. Avoid the 
generic, multipurpose oils and high-
ratio oils. These mixing oils are really 
not suitable for todays leaner running, 
high-performance two-cycle engines. 

Be sure to mix only enough fuel for 
your immediate needs. If fuel must be 
stored longer than 30 days, it should 
first be treated with a good quality fuel 
stabilizer. 

Under certain conditions, alcohol-
based fuels in a two-cycle engine can re-
duce the lubricating qualities of some 
mixing oils. Never use any fuel contain-
ing more that 10 percent alcohol by 
volume, Larsen says. An octane rating 
of 87 or higher is always preferred. 

Check out lubricating practices, 
too, for two-cycle engines. Doug 
Cobb, instructional designer with 
Kawasaki in Irvine, Calif., warns 
against overgreasing machines. If 
grease breaks a seal, dirt is getting in. 

Speaking of contamination, check 
fuel storage containers for contami-
nants and rust (especially if using 

Continued on page 90 



pbigordon.com 

Always Read and Follow Label Directions, 
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Start Fast ..Finish Faster 
SpeedZone® - advanced chemistry for 
broad leaf weed control in turf. 
Univers i ty tes ts a n d f ie ld t r ia ls have 
cons is ten t l y s h o w n fast cont ro l of t ough 
w e e d s such as clover, p lanta in , g r o u n d ivy 
a n d spurge . 
SpeedZone® a lso g ives you a big lead on 
easy- to -con t ro l w e e d s l ike dande l ions . Ge t 
your w e e d cont ro l p r o g r a m on the fast t rack 
w i th SpeedZone® Broad lea f Herb ic ide 
For Turf. 

1 W E E K 
05/28/01 

Low odor formulation 

Sites include home lawns, golf 
courses, commercial property, 
schools and many other turf 
sites. 

CAUTION signal word 

Visible results in just 24 hours 
Fast-acting, cool-weather 
performance 
Clover control in as little as 
one week 
Rain-fast in 3 hours 

m1M\ni?A? ^mfmWmmm mm/mm mmmmm 

| p b i / G Q R c l o n 
| c o R p o R a t i o n 

An Employee-Owned Company 



BELTERRA CASINO RESORT HOLE NUMBER 14 

Hiring renowned golf photographer, Mike 
Klemme, to take photos of the golf course at 

Belterfa Casino Resort made such a 

huge difference! We have had course photos 

taken in the past, but there is absolutely HO 

comparison. Mike's photography really 

serves to enhance the beauty of our 

Tom Fazio course. We truly enjoyed working with 

him and the staff at Golfoto." 

Mashayla Colwell 
Advertising Manager 

Belterra Casino Resort Indiana USA The Source for Golf Photography 

800.338.1656 www.golfoto.com • info@golfoto.com 
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Two-Cycle Engine Maintenance 

Continued from page 88 
metal cans). Keep the power 
head fuel tank clean. Rinse 
and clean the fuel tank if 
signs of contaminants are 
present. 

Always clean off any dirt 
or debris around the fuel tank 
before removing the fuel cap. 
Check to see that the fuel cap 
is sealing properly and not 
leaking. 

The typical two-cycle en-
gine is air-cooled and relies on its air 
passages to be clear of any restrictions. 
Dirt and debris collect in these areas, 
particularly if spilled fuel residue is pre-
sent. This is also true for cooling sur-
faces like flywheel and cylinder fins. Its 
important that fins on the flywheel and 
cylinder are clean and free of any for-
eign material that can restrict airflow. 

Inspect, clean or replace the fuel fil-
ter every 10 hours to 15 hours of use, 

M o s t t w o - c y c l e engines 
are a i r - coo led and rely on 
air passages to be f ree of 
any restr ic t ions. 

Larsen says. Debris in the fuel tank will 
necessitate more frequent filter replace-
ment. A fuel filter that's semiplugged 
with debris will affect engine perfor-
mance. Speaking of filters, a partially 
clogged air filter can cause an engine 
to run too rich. 

Maintain the muffler and the spark 
arrester. A plugged muffler or spark ar-
rester screen will dramatically change 
the way an engine operates and per-

forms. Never let debris accu-
mulate around the muffler. 
Debris may prevent proper 
engine cooling and 
become a fire hazard. 

In most areas, mufflers 
must be equipped with a 
spark arrester. Larsen warns 
that a muffler without a 
properly installed (and clean) 
spark arrester is a potential 
fire hazard. 

Always use the recom-
mended spark plug with the correct 
heat range for a particular unit. 
Again, refer to the operator s manual 
for each model to verify the correct 
spark plug, Larsen advises. Spark 
plugs considered "hotter" may take a 
unit past its heat limits and cause 
major engine damage. • 

Harler is managing editor for Golfdoms 
TurfGrass Trends. 

http://www.golfoto.com
mailto:info@golfoto.com



