


M o s h o i u G C 

Superintendent Erik Feldman 
has helped transform Moshoiu 
into a respectable golf course. 
But Feldman will be the first 
to say that a lot more work 
needs to be done. 

Kids from myriad nationalities 
flock to Moshoiu for its First 
Tee learning program. The 
practice tees are made of 
synthetic Tour Turf. 

Continued from page 61 
That's when Robson and Mottola came on 

board with a plan to transform Moshoiu. They 
subleased the course from the previous opera-
tor, who managed the course under a license 
from the city. Because it was now a member 
of the First Tee, Moshoiu received donations 
from the USGA Foundation and other indi-
viduals and organizations to build and run the 
learning facility. 

But Robson and Mottola knew they had a 
lot of work to do on the golf course. Moshoiu 
needed a little — make that a lot — of ten-
der-loving care. One of the first things Rob-
son and Mottola did was contact John Carlone, 
certified superintendent of Meadow Brook Club 
in nearby Jericho, N.Y., and the then-president 
of the Metropolitan GCSA They wanted to get 
Carlone's impression of the course from an agro-
nomic standpoint. In April 2001, Carlone 
visited Moshoiu and was ready to critique it. 

"I walked all nine holes [with Robson and 

Mottola] from tee to green," Carlone says. "I 
gave my honest opinion to them of how bad , 
the course was and how much it needed to 
be refurbished — even for a low level of j 
acceptability." i 

Overgrown trees caused much of the prob-
lem. On tees, many branches were so over- { 
grown that golfers hit them during their 
swings. Tree branches also hung over the edges 1 

of greens, making them difficult to mow with 
a triplex, Carlone says. 

While the course was a mess, Carlone 
didn't play the role of a prophet of doom and ( 

tell Robson and Mottola that it couldn't be 
saved. But he was realistic. j 

"I knew it was going to be a long haul," 
Carlone says. "I told them the first thing they j 
needed to do was hire a full-time superinten-
dent to get the course on track with a main-
tenance regimen — because it didn't have one." 

i 
The right guy for the job 
Carlone visited Moshoiu several times from 
April through October 2001. He helped pre-
pare a five-year budget for the course, which 
included money allocated for equipment and 
a superintendent's salary. 

That October, Carlone organized a cleanup 
day of Moshoiu with members of the Met-
ropolitan GCSA, including superintendents 
and commercial members. 

"We told superintendents to bring their as-
sistants and crew members," Carlone says. "The 
goal for the day was to make the place a bit 
prettier on the outside to make an immediate 
impact. We wanted the public to realize there < 
was somebody else in charge of the course." 

A priority was to clean up the course's \ 
entrance, which included the outside of the club-
house. Three tree companies donated equipment 
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