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F R O M D O L L A R S P O T , 
1 O T H E R T U R F - D E S T R O Y I N G D I S E A S E S 

Eagle* specialty fungicide provides long-term, systemic mm I ' 
protection from the turf diseases that pose the greatest threat. t o Q I P 
And it s incredibly easy on turf. With Eagle, you can't lose. w 

E A G L E . TO W I N . Specialty Fungicide 

www.dowagro.com/tur f 1-800-255-3726 Always read and 
follow label directions. ^Trademark of DowAgroSciences LLC 

http://www.dowagro.com/turf


I N S I D E 

Tom DeVaux, superintendent of 
Hunter GC in Meriden, Conn., 
peruses through turf from the 
greens of Canton Public GC. 

The Fringe 

Canton Public GC will live on - literally - through its donated greens stoty and photos by Anthony pioppi 

The sky was blue. The 
turf was green. The air 
was delightfully warm 

and the companionship 
wonderful. It was one of the 
saddest days I've ever spent 
on a golf course. 

After 68 years the Can-
ton (Conn.) Public GC has 
closed. Conceived, built, 
maintained and run by the 
Lowell family, the decision 
was made to sell the valuable 
piece of property in this up-
scale Hartford suburb to a 
developer that will turn 
most of the land into a mall 
called The Shoppes at Farm-
ington Valley. 

On this day, I played the 
nine-hole course with 
Heather Lowell Garvin, the 

third generation to be in-
volved with Canton. She in-
herited the superintendent 
position from her father 
who stayed on as golf pro. 
We were not the only golfers 
that day. A few others were 
out as well — friends of the 
family and long-time men's 
club members who wanted 
one more round. The gen-
eral public, though, had 
played its last. 

Neighbors have already 
taken to turning the course 
into their own playground, 
stealing cups and vandaliz-
ing turf. Incredibly, as we 
stood in the middle of the 
fourth fairway waiting to hit 
our approach shots, a young 
boy rode his bicycle across 

the green while his mother 
stood nearby watching the 
entire proceedings. They ap-
peared surprised when 
Garvin told them to leave, 
in a firm but polite voice. 

We traversed the layout 
in no time even as we nego-
tiated silt fences already in 
place for the coming de-
struction. There were cups 
in the greens and broken 
flagsticks (when visible) 
served as our targets. The 
good ones had been re-
moved to thwart stealing. 

The putting surfaces 
hadn't been mowed in a few 
days, but the undulations 
her great-grandfather and 
grandfather built into the 
greens in the early 1930s 

still made putting a delight-
ful challenge even at slow 
speeds. 

Garvin has played the 
course innumerable times, 
honing a game that was 
good enough at one time for 
her to qualify for the USGA 
Women's Public Links 
Championship. She is a 
low-handicap that hits 
straight and far and pos-
sesses a deft putting touch. 

As we went along, I 
found the course more and 
more to my liking — the 
natural rolls in the fairway, 
the variety of the holes and 
the shots required to master 
them. I wondered why I had 
never driven the 45 minutes 

Continued on page 86 



Formulated from high energy animal proteins, not animal waste. 
Find out why leading superintendents are making 

Nature Safe their Natural Choice for optimum soil and plant nutrition. 

For more information, call (800) 252-4727 or 
visit our web site: www.naturesafe.com 

mure 
Natural & Orgamc Fertilizers 

CIRCLE NO. 140 

Professional Profile 

Alma Mater: 
Penn State 
-Turf Management 

Age: 
41 

Career Highlights: 
• Superintendent 

Eagle Crest GC, 
2000-Present 
Alma, AR 

• Superintendent 
Shadow Creek GC, 
1987-2000 
Sallisaw, OK 

• Assist. Superintendent 
Hardscrabble CC, 
1983-1987 
Fort Smith, AR 

Most rewarding 
professional experience: 
"I really enjoy attacking 
tough challenges. My 
time here at Eagle Crest 
has been particularly 
gratifying. I'm having fun. " 

Like most superintendents, Scott Curtis earned his current position 
at Eagle Crest GC through hard work and dedication. The cornerstone 
of his success has been setting high standards and lofty goals. His 
current goal is "to be the #1 public golf course in the state". While 
the scenic views of the Arkansas River Valley make for a beautiful 
track, the thin soils and rock shelves create a number of turf 
management challenges. 

Secrets to your success? 
"I am a big believer in promoting and developing the soil and letting nature take its course." 

Fertility Philosophy? 
"I like granular, meal-based organic fertilizers in conjunction with verticutting and top dressing 
to control thatch. I reduced my thatch by 45-50% the first year I used Nature Safe. The result 
is more efficient fertility with tremendous density, improved water management and a dramatic 
reduction in disease pressure." 

First time you used Nature Safe? 
"After I came to Eagle Crest, I had to find a way to balance our soils as well as control 
disease. Nature Safe has been the ideal product line for improving my turf's health." 

Why use Nature Safe? 
"Since I started using Nature Safe my root system is incredible! I 
have never seen roots that are this thick and white. Also, we 
reduced zoysia patch disease by 30-40% without spraying. The 
increased microbial activity from using Nature Safe seems to 
inhibit the disease." 

Where is it used? 
"I'm using Nature Safe on greens, tees and fairways." 

http://www.naturesafe.com


The Lowells 
have a history 
of giving to the 
g a m e of golf 
and this was 
just the latest 
donation, sort 
of like an organ 
transplant. 

Continued from page 84 
before to play such a won-
derful course and was disap-
pointed I had not. In a state 
that abounds in boring, 
repetitive layouts, Canton 
stood out — even with only 
nine holes. 

Garvin doesn't like to 
talk of the future. Part of 
the course she has nurtured 
for so long may be turned 
into a nine-hole par-three 
layout or a teaching facility 
that will preserve a few of 
the holes as part of the 
shopping center complex. 
Of course, the entire place 
could be bulldozed under 
and replaced with cement 
and asphalt. The owners 
haven't decided. Garvin 
doesn't want to dwell on 
what is being lost, even 
when local residents she 
meets during her daily rou-
tine press her on how she is 
really feeling about the sale. 
How do they think she is 
feeling? 

Garvin is too busy to be 
morose, packing up and 
sorting through her parent's 
house (circ. 1780), which 
sits just off the first tee and 
will also be lost, as well as 
readying items for an auc-
tion. Much has been accu-
mulated in the last 60 years. 

Even in such a depress-
ing and emotional time, 
Garvin has turned the 
demise of her course into a 
positive for other layouts. 
Canton is giving away its 
greens. 

While other courses in 
the area have been hit with 
severe winterkill, Canton 
made it through unscathed. 
So rather than just turn her 
back on the greens, Garvin 
has allowed other to come 

a nursery out of turf strips 
taken from two greens, 
something the golf course 
has wanted to do for years. 
Three of DeVaux's workers 
traveled to Canton and 
loaded up with nearly 
1,500 square feet of good, 
healthy turf. Less than 
24 hours later on a chilly 
morning, what was once a 
Canton green was now a 
Hunter nursery. 

Making the deal even 
sweeter for Indian Hill and 
Hunter was the price — 
free. 

The Lowells have a his-
tory of giving to the game of 
golf and this was just the lat-
est donation, sort of like an 
organ transplant. The per-
son may be dead, but in the 
process he has given life to 
someone else. 

Garvin is delighted the 
two courses were willing 
hosts. She intends to keep 
an eye on how the trans-
plants worked. 

"My husband (Dana, 
Canton's assistant superin-
tendent/mechanic) said, 

DeVaux and his crew took 
nearly 1,500 square feet of 
healthy turf back to their 
course and built a nursery, 
something they always 
wanted to do. 

'We can go visit our grass,' " 
Garvin said smiling. 

Too bad someone who 
cares so much about a golf 
course is losing one. Garvin 
is unsure what her next job 
will be. She is taking the 
summer off. 

I feel fortunate to have 
had the chance to play Can-
ton and even more so in the 
company of Garvin. The 
course is no more, but I 
have my memories and my 
Canton Public GC ball-
mark, logo ball and score-
card. The scorecard is blank. 
The day was not about 
numbers. It was truly about 
the game and the golf course 
and the company — just 
the way it should be. 

But it was a sad, sad day. • 

Pioppi is a free-lance writer 
from Middletown, Conn. 

in, cut them up and cart 
them off. 

Superintendent Kevin 
Bengston of Indian Hill CC 
in Newington used about 
1,500 square feet of turf 
from the third and the 
eighth holes to resod his en-
tire damaged putting green. 
Bengston was happy to get 
the grass, but not with the 

circumstances that made it 
possible. "I'm not a big fan 
of bulldozing golf courses to 
put up buildings," he says. 

At Hunter GC in Meri-
den, superintendent Tom 
DeVaux and his crew built 



Out ta conti 
>Je can help. 

Dollar Spot driving you to the brink? 

Curalan EG is all you need. One application 

yields up to 28 days of control, or nearly 

four times longer than other treatments. 

Which means you get greater value, as well 

i as protection against other turf diseases like 

brown patch, leaf spot, snow mold and many 

others. Don't lose control — get Curalan EG. 

Cumlanki; 
Fungicide J , £f 

Curalan is a registered trademark of BASF Corporation 

CIRCLE NO. 145 



Real-Life Solutions 
m G R E E N S R E N O V A T I O N 

Subtle Approach Ensures Subtle Changes 
worked on average about 
6,000 square feet. About 
2,000 square feet was recon-
toured on one green, and 
another 3,000 square feet 
was affected on the other 
green. The project began in 
early October 2002 and was 
done in seven days. 

"The best time to do it is 
in the fall," Davis says of the 
procedure, which he calls 
"massaging." "Youre not 
going to want to play on the 
[reworked areas] again that 

» 

year. 
The first step of the pro-

cedure is to strip the sod 
from the designated area. 
The sod is then placed 
nearby in a shaded area and 
kept moist throughout the 
proceedings. Davis said it is 
imperative to lay the sod flat, 
grass side up, instead of 
keeping it rolled. 

The purpose of re-using 
the sod is so the renovated 
section blends in with the 
unchanged portion. The turf 
of the New York layout was 
a bentgrass-Poa annvui mix. 
Sodding or seeding with just 
bentgrass would have made 
the affected area stand out, 
creating an irregular putting 
surface that would also 
require different mainte-
nance practices. 

The soil from the section 
Davis worked on was taken 
out in two 4-inch lifts using 
a small backhoe. The mater-
ial was saved in a protected 
area to keep it from becom-
ing contaminated. 

Davis said the first layer is 

The sod is stripped away before the "massaging" procedure, but 
it's kept safe and re-used so the renovated section blends in with 
the unchanged portion upon the project's completion. 

predominantly topdressing, 
while the second 4-inch sec-
tion is the original greens 
mix, which in many cases 
will be native topsoil. 

After the soil is removed, 
an additional 6 feet of sod is 
stripped from around the 
perimeter of the area being 
"massaged," allowing Davis 
to blend in the new 
contours. 

With the New York pro-
ject, drainage was added as 
well to the remodeled sec-
tion. In these situations, 

Davis said he had to be care-
ful to install drainage in such 
a way as not to pull water 
from the new putting sur-
face faster than the rest of 
green. Even though the orig-
inal soil is re-used, it loses its 
compaction during removal 
and that causes its water-
holding capacity to increase, 
meaning it no longer drains 
at the same rate. 

At this job, 3-inch perfo-
rated drain lines were laid 
into an 8-inch trench. First, 
2 inches of pea gravel was 

Architect Tripp Davis 

'massages' greens to 

regain lost cupping areas 

i f A N T H O N Y p i t t p p i 

Oklahoma-based 
golf course archi-
tect Tripp Davis 
was brought in by 

an upscale private course lo-
cated in the metropolitan New 
York area to see what could be 
done to soften portions of two 
greens that had lost cupping 
areas because of increased 
green speeds. The club (which 
declined to allow its name to 
be used for this story) was 
looking for a way to regain 
those areas while foregoing en-
tire greens renovations. 

"Our approach is that 
you want to fly in under the 
radar screen and make 
changes in a way so subtle 
that you leave as little mark 
as you can," Davis says. 

The two greens Davis 

Problem 
A popu la r N e w York c o u r s e 
h a d lost c u p p i n g areas o n 
t w o of its g r e e n s b e c a u s e of 
i nc reased g r e e n s p e e d s . 
The c l u b w a n t e d to rega in 
t h o s e areas, bu t w i t h o u t an 
ent i re renova t ion on t h e 
g reens . 

Solution 
" M a s s a g i n g " t he g r e e n s to 
so f t en t h e m a n d rega in lost 
c u p p i n g s p a c e . The p r o c e s s 
is a lot less in t rus ive than a 
fu l l -sca le renovat ion. 



put down, then the pipe. 
More pea gravel was added 
until there was a 2-inch 
layer of rock covering the 
pipe. The remaining part of 
the trench was filled with a 
mix of sand (50 percent), 
soil (40 percent) and peat 
(10 percent.) 

In order to initially im-
prove porosity, a 4-inch cone 
of the same 5-4-1 mix was 
added on top of the trench. 
"Pea gravel all the way would 
speed up drainage too 
much," Davis says. 

Once completed, the 
original soil was replaced in 
two layers. Once that was 
complete, a light layer of 
nitrogen was spread to facili-
tate root growth, and the sod 
was put back. 

The entire process took 
about three days per green. 
But even though the most 
intrusive work was com-
pleted in that short time, 
extra care was taken to 
ensure the turf was healthy. 

Davis said a microscopic 
gap between the soil and the 
sod is created when the sod 
is replaced. If the quality of 
the irrigation water is not 
good — a high percentage of 
salts, for instance — a layer 
will build up in the gap and 
hinder root growth or cause 
roots to move laterally. Also, 
too much nitrogen can cause 
the roots to grow at such a 
rapid rate that they will once 
again move laterally instead 
of down into the soil, thus 
creating a thatch layer. 

Light and frequent appli-
cations of topdressing, often 
as twice a week, were per-
formed when the sod was 
knitted in enough to handle 
some wear. Depending on 

the weather, the first aeration 
can occur later in the fall or 
in early spring, Davis says. 

In a best-case scenario, 
the greens are playable in 
five to six months, depend-
ing on the weather. Accord-
ing to Davis, those wishing 
to take a chance performing 
the procedure in the spring 
could have the greens back 
in action in 60 days, but 
face the increased risk of 
losing turf. 

So far Davis has mas-
saged greens on three 
courses, including one of 
his own designs, Grand Elk 
Ranch and Club in Granby, 
Colo., that opened last fall. 
The technique was necessi-
tated after a drain line col-
lapsed. The problem was 
corrected before the course 
opened using the massaging 
method. 

The majority of greens 
needing revamping, how-
ever, are on older courses 
and that fact points to a 
contradiction in what 
golfers will tolerate, Davis 
points out. 

"There is a big difference 
between classic golf courses 
and new golf courses," he 
says. "If we built new greens 
with 3-percent slope that 
were rolling at 10, we'd get 
crucified. It would be a bad 
design. In the Northeast and 
other areas, they are pinning 
areas (on older courses) close 
to 5 percent with green 
speeds approaching 11." 

If one day those clubs 
find the contours too severe, 
a massage may be just the 

Pioppi is a free-lance writer 
from Middletown, Conn. 

S V B F S I B E . 
WETTING AGENT 

DEM 
BUGS! 

SEND 
EM 

PACKING! 

SURFSIDE 37 USED WITH A REGISTERED 
PESTICIDE OR FUNGICIDE PRODUCT 

ENHANCES THEIR EFFECTIVENESS 

WHITE GRUBS 
Season long control (N. Eastern US) 200 Gals, 
of Water, 20 Gals. Surf-Side 37, 6.4-oz./A Merit. 
Apply Tank Mix to 10 acres on the 2nd or 3rd week 
of July. Greens, Tees, Collars, Aprons, Fairways, 
Roughs, and Surrounds. Apply to early morning dew 
and follow by a 7.5 minute watering per head. 

HYPERODES WEEVIL 
200 Gals, of Water, 20 Gals. Surf-Side 37, 2.5 Gals. 
Dursban Pro (lqt/acre) Applied to 10 acres every 5 
weeks for 3 treatments, Additional treatments 
applied if required. Apply to early morning dew fol-
lowed by a 7.5 minute water per head, (when using 
the New Pyrethroid Insecticides instead of the 
Dursban Pro adapt frequency of application and label 
rates to fit the Tank Mix as above.) 

FAIRY RING ON GREENS 
One day prior to application of ProStar or Heritage 
apply 2.5 gal. Surf-Side 37 to one acre in 100 to 120 
gal. water and follow with a heavy syringe. Begin pro-
gram at first sign of Fairy Ring. Repeat as necessary, on 
average every 30 to 40 days in season. 
All Surf-Side treatments with or without other chemicals should first be applied to a 
test plot area until confidence in the safety of the blend is established. 

SURF-SIDE DOESN'T BURN, DISCOLOR, OR ROOT PRUNE 

(PHONE) 1-800-401-0411 (FAX) 215-836-2418 

MONTCO PRODUCTS CORPORATION BOX 4 0 4 AMBLER, PA 1 9 0 0 2 



INSIDE The Fringe 

Goods for the Green 
T h e s e p r o d u c t s c a n he lp you m a i n t a i n b e t t e r pu t t ing s u r f a c e s 

Cassette system 
Turfline offers a greens mainte-
nance cassette system for 
triplexes. The Thatch-Away S U PA-
SYSTEM is a set of special greens 
maintenance units to fit all popular 
greens triplexes. A range of inter-
changeable turf maintenance cas-
settes can be f i t ted into the S U PA-
SYSTEM units, enabling 
superintendents to perform a 
greater range of greens care oper-
ations wi th their triplexes. Eight 
cassettes make up the system: 
verticutter, scarifier, groomer, deep 
slicer, rotary brush, topdressing 
brush, greens spiker and star slitter. 
For more information, contact 
800-443-8506 or 
CIRCLE NO. 2 0 0 

Water management system 
Evaporative Control Systems of fers its 
patented water managemen t sys-
tem. The subsur face water system 
provides moisture levels, drainage 
and water harvesting in one s im-
ple uni t 
For more information, contact 
877-608-2615 or 
CIRCLE NO. 201 

Verticutter 
The Turf Doctor f rom Allen Power 
Equipment and distr ibuted by Seago 
International is a verticutter de -
s igned to clear out thatch and pro-
vide a healthy, playable sur face in 
a short t ime. This unit should be 
used at an approximate depth of 
one-e ighth inch for max imum cov-
erage and effect iveness. 
For more information, contact 
800-780-9889 or 
CIRCLE NO. 2 0 2 

Walking greens mowers 
Jacobsen Turf, Commercial and Specialty 
Equipment of fers the new Jacobsen 
E-Walk all-electric walk ing greens 
mower. The mower has no oil, no 

hydraulic f luids and no emissions. 
Its also virtually noiseless, the 
company says, so greens can be 
cut in early mornings wi thout dis-
turbing golf course neighbors. 

Independent weather-sealed, 
4 8 - V brushless D C electric mo-
tors drive the un i t One controls 
ground speed whi le the other 
al lows the operator to adjust clip 
f requency independent of the 
mower 's g round speed. 

J a c o b s e n also in t roduces t h e 
Tournament C u t - 2 2 , f i rst in a 
fami ly of f l oa t ing -head wa lk ing 
g reens mowers . The m o w e r s 

fea tu re g reens -hugg ing , f loa t ing 
head reels. S u s p e n d e d f r o m t h e 
chassis, t h e f loat ing reel of t h e 
Tournamen t C u t m o w e r moves 
horizontally, vert ical ly and f r o m 
s ide- to -s ide to e l iminate sca lp ing 
severely undu la t ing greens. 
For more information, contact 
704-504-6600, 
www.jacobsen.com or 
CIRCLE NO. 2 0 3 

Roller 
The g r e e n s l R O N 3 0 turf roller 
f rom Wood Bay Enterprises provides 
super intendents wi th the oppor tu-
niiy to produce a faster, smoother 
more consistent playing sur face 
wi thout causing compact ion or 
lowering the mow ing he igh t The 
roller also provides a uni form sur-

face fo l lowing aeration, reduces 
moss problems caused by low 
mowing heights and assists in 
d e w removal. 
For more information, contact 
800-661-4942, 
www.greensiron.com or 
CIRCLE NO. 2 0 4 

Golf cup 
The Whi te Metal golf cup, assem-
bled, packaged and distr ibuted by 
the ARC of San Diego, unites the fea-
tures of metal, plastic and pract ice 
green cups into a single golf cup. 
By combin ing a heavy zinc base 
wi th a replaceable A B S crown 
tha f s pure white, the Whi te Metal 
has the sound and strength of a 
metal cup and the paint-free con-
venience of a plastic cup. The zinc 
base can be used as a practice 
green cup before or af ter it is used 
on the course, so i fs unnecessary 
to buy separa te cups fo r t h e 
pract ice green. 

For more information, contact 
800-548-1033, 
www.whitemetalgolf.com or 
C I R C L E NO. 2 0 5 

Foliar nutrition 
Milliken Turf Products says its 
Emera ld Isle CPR-True Foliar 
Nutr i t ion P rog ram is success fu l 
in de fend ing aga ins t basal rot 
an thracnose. The CPR-True 
Foliar Nutr i t ion P rog ram w a s 
tes ted in i ndependen t trials at 
T h e Pennsylvania Universi ty 
Valent ine Research Cen te r last 
summer . 

T h e CPR-True Foliar Nutr i t ion 
P rog ram provides small, e f f ic ient 
a m o u n t s of fo l iar -absorbed, 
c o m p l e t e nutr i t ion a long w i th a 
gene rous a m o u n t of h igh-qual i ty 
seap lan t extract. 
For more information, contact 
800-845-8502 or 
C I R C L E NO. 2 0 8 

Roller 
Smithco o f fe rs its Tournamen t 
X -P ress Greensrol ler , wh i ch 
fea tu res tilt s teer ing w i th o n e -
hand turn ing, powde r - coa t i ng 
9 - i n c h rollers, heavy-duty cas t 
roller bear ings and 1 0 - f o o t 
inside whee l - t u rn ing radius. 
For more information, contact 
877-833-7648 or 
C I R C L E NO. 2 0 9 

Hole cutter guide 
Standard Golfs n e w Ho le Cu t te r 
Gu ide helps remove t h e wor r ies 
in m a k i n g a cons is ten t per fec t 
cut. To ensu re a per fec t c u t 
users s imply s tand on t h e Ho le 
Cu t te r Gu ide - a s t rong alu-
m i n u m p la t fo rm - and drive t h e 
ho le cu t ter t h r o u g h an open ing 
tha t ma tches t h e size of t h e cu t -
ter shell. The l igh twe igh t p la t fo rm 
prevents t h e users' f ee t f r o m 
tw is t ing and d a m a g i n g t h e sur -
face. 

For more information, contact 
319-266-2648, 
www.standardgolf.com or 
C I R C L E NO. 2 0 6 

Control grain 
The G r e e n s k e e p e r f r o m Broyhill 
cont ro ls grain on greens. Wi th 
he igh t and s p e e d ad justab le 
rotat ing brushes tha t have soft , 
but f i rm bristles, t h e 
G r e e n s k e e p e r cont ro ls t h e grain 
of g rass w i t hou t bru is ing or 
scuf f ing . 

It can m o u n t easi ly on to mos t 
popular tr iplex mowers . 
For more information, contact 
800.228.1003, 
www.broyhill.com or 
C I R C L E NO. 207 

http://www.jacobsen.com
http://www.greensiron.com
http://www.whitemetalgolf.com
http://www.standardgolf.com
http://www.broyhill.com



