
We've got seed with 

vour name 
o n it 

Signature MarvelGreen Supreme Ryegrass 

Close Cut 90/10 Mixture 

Signature Fescue Plus 

Super Shade Mixture 

Signature Grand National 

Contractors Mixture 

Signature Heather Links 

Fast Grass Mixture 

Division 1 Rocky Mountain Sports Mixture 

Signature Royalty Bentgrass Blend 

Northeast Tee Mixture 

Country Oaks Athletic Mixture 

Signature Sahara Tall Fescue Blend 

Native Grass & Wildflower Mixture 

Signature Stadium Mixture 

MarvelGreen Supreme 

Signature TourStar Ryegrass 

Signature Trilogy Bentgrass Blend 

Auburn Perennial Ryegrass Blend 

Central Jersey Shade Mixture 

Commercial Pro Mixture 

Signature Close Cut Bluegrass Blend 

Divot Repair 

Low Maintenance Bluegrass Blend 

Wetland Mixture 

Signature Open Rough Mixture 

Maxium Tall Fescue Blend 

Signature Premium Fairway Mixture 

Native Grass Seed Mixture 

Signature Tall Fescue Blend 

Native Low Grow Mixture 

Signature Premium Bluegrass Blend 

New England Sports Turf Mixture 

Signature CPR Ryegrass Blend 

Play N Shade Mixture 

Signature Division 1 

Salt Fescue Mixture 

Signature Club Choice Ryegrass 

Country Oaks Fast Grow Mixture 

Sunny Lawn Mixture 

Survivor Mixture 

When ordering turf seed, you want to choose from the best varieties, 

blends and mixtures and tailor them to your specific agronomic needs. 

When delivering seed, we want to provide a product that meets those 

personal requirements while delivering quality above industry standards 

so you want to order from us time and time again. 

With UHS and Signature brand seed, you get the perfect marriage 

of flexibility and guaranteed quality. If some of the familiar names to the 

right appeal to you or you want to add your own to the list, give us a call. 

For more information, contact your local UHS sales representative 

www.uhsonline.com 

http://www.uhsonline.com


Balanced Chain 
Methylene Urea 

is a top fertilizer 
performer 

(the key is in the balance) 

BCMU® helps plant tissues come as close as possible to utilizing and storing the optimum level of nitrogen, maintaining adequate 

growth and proper root and shoot development which produces turf that is much better able to resist environmental stresses. 

The longer chains in BCMU® slow down the growth enough to avoid unwanted surges, reducing clippings and the need to mow more 

often than desired. This reduced maintenance requirement translates into labor and equipment savings for the turf manager. 

BCMU® provides quick greenup with enough longevity to carry the rich, deep green color up to 18 weeks, much longer than lower-end 

methylene ureas and coated technologies. Visual quality will remain when other fertilizers begin to fade. 

The precise and steady release of BCMU® gives turf managers consistent results with any application rate or interval while building a 

solid nitrogen base. Its low salt index with almost non-existent burn potential make it the safe choice as well. 

When you consider all the important features and benefits of a nitrogen source, no other competitor compares to BCMU® Its 

unique balance of short, intermediate and long methylene urea chains creates a product that is the best of all worlds and an 

outstanding value. 

Combine that with the efficiency of Meth-Ex® technology and you have a nitrogen source that stands alone. BCMU with Meth-Ex 

technology has a high nitrogen activity index, which means that more nutrients 

are available when the plant requires them while "banking" some for later use. 

BCMU™ is found only in UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers and have been 

tested and used with outstanding results for years. Find out why the best 

fertilization program should be an easy balancing act for the smart turf manager. 

For more information, contact your local UHS representative 

w w w . u h s o n l i n e . c o m 
® BCMU is a registered trademark of United Horticultural Supply 

United 
Horticultural Supply 

® Meth-Ex is a registered trademark of Lebanon Seaboard Corporation 

http://www.uhsonline.com


Augusta and the 
Sounds of Silence. 
See Larry Aylward's 
Pin High column on 
P A G E 22 

knows the pressure that comes with fleet greens 
at classical courses. Kuhns, currently in his 
fourth year as director of grounds of Baltusrol 
GC in Springfield, N.J., previously worked as 
superintendent at Oakmont CC for nine years, 
where super-swift greens are the norm. Oak-
mont s members prefer the greens stimping at 
12 feet or more — daily. 

Kuhns says the time he spent at the Henry 
Fownes-designed Oakmont, where he hosted 
the 1994 U.S. Open and the 1992 U.S. 
Women's Open, was challenging. 

"Their demands are clear — they want firm 
and fast greens on a day-to-day basis," Kuhns 
says of the Oakmont membership. "Some-
times that's hard to achieve and people get 
upset with you when the greens aren't that fast." 

Kuhns and Oakmont parted ways in 1999, 
and Kuhns immediately landed at Baltusrol, 
another esteemed old course designed byA.W 
Tillinghast in 1922. 

Kuhns firmly understands why members 
at Oakmont and other historic courses expect 
nothing but the best when it comes to condi-

tioning and playability. "They pay a lot of dues 
and a lot of green fees, and believe the courses 
should be in top condition all the time," he 
says. 

While there's expected pressure that comes 
with being superintendents at classical courses, 
many superintendents are known for placing 
extra pressure on themselves, Shaffer says. 

"You put more pressure on yourself than any-
body else puts on you," he adds. "The fear of 
failing is far greater than the joy of success." 

Agronomic challenges 
While Oakmont's greens have historically been 
known for their wicked speed, they've also al-
ways been known for their high maintenance. 
When the greens are maintained consistently 
to be faster than the norm, the risk of them 
getting stressed and contracting disease rises. 

Oakmont's 100-year-old greens are also 
known for their perennial Poa turf, which 
doesn't grow quickly or recover from injury or 
disease quickly. That makes them even more 

Continued on page 64 

THE ONLY THING 
IT LEAVES BEHIND 

IS PERFECTION 
Designed to prevent scalping 

Enclosed decks to contain 
debris and reduce clippings 

yi/fcvdste<*>i4<Uf, cuLl t^tsi^. 
307 Hwy 52E • Opp, Alabama 36467 

1-800-537-3713 • 334-493-1300 • www.locketurf.com 
Send for a kit of the full Locke line • Dealer inquiries invited 
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The Pro Series 

Our winning team, 
Larry Aylward, 
Frank Andorka and 
Pat Jones, brings you 
the Golfdom Insider, your 
source for cutting-edge 
turf industry news, 
delivered right to your 
inbox twice per month. 

To register for Golfdom Insider, go to www.golfdom.com. 
For sponsorship opportunities, contact Pat Jones at 440-891-3126 
or pjones@advanslar.com. 

http://www.locketurf.com
http://www.golfdom.com
http://www.golfdom.com
mailto:pjones@advanslar.com


Hallowed Turf 

'It's nice to be 
recognized, but 
no one has to 
tell the member-
ship at Crystal 
Downs that this 
is a great place." 
MICHAEL MORRIS 
CRYSTAL DOWNS CC 

Continued from page 63 
difficult to maintain. John Zimmers, super-
intendent of Oakmont CC, acknowledges that 
the maintenance of the greens, which were 
originally built on a 6-inch base of clay and 
have never been renovated, have caused him 
stress. "In the summer, it can be nerve-wrack-
ing," he says of maintaining them. 

Zimmers and his crew combine various 
techniques in their maintenance approach, in-
cluding deep-tine and core aeration. "We also 
do a process of sand injection into the top 
3 inches to 4 inches of the soil profile," Zim-
mers says, adding that the injection improves 
oxygen flow, root growth and drainage. 

Classical courses feature several mainte-
nance challenges that are directly related to 
their age. At Crystal Downs, Morris says the 
courses bunkers are a prominent feature, 
but they don't appear modern-looking, which 
is tricky when it comes to maintenance. "With 
the bunkers, like many other aspects of the 
course, its a challenge to strike a balance be-
tween the old and natural' elements and the 

'new and manicured' elements of the course," 
Morris says. 

Pine Valley is known for its vast bunkers, 
which present Christian and his crew with 
plenty of tedious work. 

"The bunkers are large areas that look like 
waste areas," Christian says. "While they look 
natural, it's a tremendous amount of work to 
keep them that way. It almost looks like we do 
nothing to them, but they require constant 
cleaning and sand replacement." 

Zimmers and his crew have a bundle of 
bunkers to maintain at Oakmont — about 
200 (there used to be about 350), including 
the famous "Church Pews" bunker between 
the third and fourth fairways. "They are de-
manding," Zimmers says. 

Another major maintenance challenge at 
old courses is tree management. There are 
going to be tree issues when a course is as old 
as Oakmont. 

When Zimmers joined the club about three 
years ago, he found himself in the midst of the 

Continued on page 66 



Three Superintendents, 
Three Classical Tracks 
It was a low point in Matt Shaffer's distinguished 
career. He didn't get the job at Baltusrol GC. 

Shaffer, who was the superintendent of The 
Country Club, a 1931 William Flynn design in Pepper 
Pike, Ohio, was a finalist for the director of grounds 
job at Baltusrol in the late 1990s. He desperately 
wanted the job at the 1922 A.W. Tillinghast design. 
But he had stiff competition from two superintendents 
who tended turf at a couple of classical gems - Mark 
Kuhns, the former certified superintendent at 
Oakmont CC; and Mark Michaud, the former 
superintendent of Pebble Beach Golf Links. 

Kuhns got the job. Shaffer and Michaud got the 
spoils, which didn't turn out to be so bad. 

In 2002, Shaffer landed at Merion GC in Ardmore, 
Pa., one of the nation's greatest old tracks designed 
by Hugh Wilson in 1912. Ditto for Michaud, who 
took a job at Shinnecock Hills GC, designed by 
Howard Toomey and Wil l iam Flynn in 1931. 

"I never dreamt that Merion would come along," 
Shaffer says, after not landing the job at Baltusrol. 
"The competit ion is stiff for jobs like these." 
- Larry Aylward, Editor 

The competition is tough for jobs like Baltusrol GC, an A.W. 
Tillinghast design in Springfield, N.J. 

HEY LOOK, A PERFECT WORLD. 

w w w . d o w a g r o . c o m / t u r f t - 8 0 0 - 2 5 5 - 3 7 2 6 A l w a y s r e a d a n d fo l low labe l d i r e c t i o n s . ' T r a d e m a r k of D o w A g r o S c i e n c e s L L C 

Ever notice how brown patch can turn a perfect course into a perfect 
mess? Good thing there's Fore* Rainshield* specialty fungicide. It provides 
the most cost-effective control of brown patch, pythium and more. Plus, 
it features patented Rainshield technology to minimize wash-off under 
extreme moisture conditions. There really is a perfect world — and it s 
available at just the right price. tyQ B R O W N PATCH FOR L E S S . 

http://www.dowagro.com/turf


"The bigger 
the maintenance 
budget the 
bigger the 
expectations." 
M A R K K U H N S 
BALTUSROL GC 

Continued from page 64 
course's tree-removal program, which began 
in 1994 and is almost near completion. When 
finished, more than 4,000 trees will have been 
removed from the course. 

"Its amazing to take a 100-year-old course 
and to think you can change it that dra-
matically without moving any dirt," Zim-
mers says. 

Ongoing restoration, such as leveling tee 
boxes and dealing with encroaching trees on 
bunkers, is a constant challenge for Christ-
ian and his crew, as well as superintendents at 
other classical courses. 

"The restoration is all part of preserving 
Pine Valley," Christian says. "This is a spe-
cial piece of land." 

Yeah, many of the old clubs have big main-
tenance budgets to get a lot done. But having 
lots of money to do those things is overrated, 
Kuhns says. 

"The bigger the maintenance budget, the 
bigger the expectations," he says. "You must 
be able to perform." 

Getting along 
Zimmers says keeping Oakmont's members 
happy is the most difficult part of his job. 
While members desire greens as fast as the 
traffic on the nearby Pennsylvania Turnpike, 
they often don't understand the agronomic 
risks that he and his staff take to make them 
that quick. But Zimmers' philosophy for his 
work is simple. 

"I try to focus on the right thing to do for 
the golf course and what I was hired to do," 
he says. "You never have to apologize for doing 
the right thing." 

Zimmers has taken it upon himself to ed-
ucate the membership with the help of Pow-
erPoint presentations. He attends various board 
meetings and dinners, and talks turf with 
the members. It's vital — and beneficial to 
Zimmers and his crew — that members un-
derstand exactly what it takes to maintain a 
place like Oakmont. 

Christian says he strives to communicate 
strongly with Pine Valley's members daily. 

V A L U E IS M E A S U R E D IN Y E A R S , NOT M O N T H S . A L L E N B U I L D S T H E T O U G H E S T , B E S T PERFORMING 
HOVER M O W E R S IN T H E INDUSTRY. T H E S E P R O F E S S I O N A L G R A D E M A C H I N E S A R E B U I L T FOR 
C O M M E R C I A L U S E A N D D E S I G N E D TO L A S T . W H E T H E R P O W E R E D BY S U Z U K I OR H O N D A , 
T H E Y T A C K L E T H E S T E E P E S T S L O P E S , B U N K E R FACES A N D L A K E S I D E S W I T H E A S E . 
A L L E N H O V E R M O W E R S A R E A N I N V E S T M E N T IN E Q U I P M E N T T H A T W I L L L A S T FOR S E V E R A L 
S E A S O N S . Y O U GET W H A T YOU PAY FOR SO I N V E S T IN T H E B E S T - A L L E N H O V E R M O W E R S . 

CALL 1 - 8 0 0 - 7 8 0 - 9 8 8 9 FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER. 
P.O. BOX 1 1 3 1 , HOBE SOUND, F L 3 3 4 7 5 • PH: 7 7 2 - 5 4 6 - 9 8 8 9 • FAX: 7 7 2 - 5 4 6 - 4 2 4 2 • WWW.ALLENSEAGO.COM • E-MAIL: HOVER@ALLENSEAGO.COM 

m m w i m m m m u w e 
WHETHER YOU GROW IT OR MOW IT, 

ALLEN IS THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE. 

http://WWW.ALLENSEAGO.COM
mailto:HOVER@ALLENSEAGO.COM


Hence, they're more understanding of turf 
problems and supportive of his remedies to 
combat them. 

But Christian, who describes himself as 
an intense person ("My wheels are always turn-
ing," he says), puts pressure on himself to de-
liver the finest course possible to players. Chris-
tian realizes that members' guests view playing 
Pine Valley as a golf chance of a lifetime. 

"So we want it to be the experience of a life-
time for them," Christian says. "But some-
times if things aren't absolutely perfect [on the 
course], you feel like you let them down." 

Members complain about the course at 
Crystal Downs, but Morris says their protests 
are a positive thing. 

"The membership's sincere interest in the 
golf course and how we care for it is palpable," 
Morris says. "Almost all concerns or complaints 
about the golf course stem from a love for the 
course." 

Morris says there's not a lot of pressure from 
members for him to do his part to keep Crys-
tal Downs high in the rankings of "top" clas-
sical courses. 

"It's nice to be recognized, but no one has 
to tell the membership at Crystal Downs that 
this is a great place," Morris says. "For me, like 
every superintendent, I work with my staff to 
make the golf course the best it can be every 
day." 

Course rankings mean more to Baltus-
rol's members, though. When Kuhns joined 
the club, members told him they wanted to 
see its Lower Course improve in various rank-
ings after slipping for a few years. "Through 
our conditioning, we've begun to bring the 
course back up," Kuhns says. 

Baltusrol also hired architect Rees Jones last 
year to help renovate and restore tees and 
bunkers in preparation for the 2005 PGA 
Championship. 

Dream jobs, b u t . . . 
While Kuhns cruises Baltusrol's Lower Course 
in a utility vehicle, he chatters about the track's 
storied history. Baltusrol has changed dra-
matically over the years, Kuhns explains. It 
opened as an 18-hole course in 1895, but Till-
inghast returned to Springfield nearly 30 years 
later and replaced the one course with two new 
designs. 

"It's neat to be at a club where the great-

est players that ever played the game walked 
the fairways," says Kuhns, who calls Baltusrol 
his dream job. "The history here is awesome." 

Kuhns says Baltusrol, located amid the traf-
fic and concrete of a busy New Jersey city, is a 
"beautiful piece of land in the middle of 
metropolis." 

"I'd love to be here for the rest of my life," 
he says. "But there's no guarantee of that." 

Most all superintendents face job pressures 
at their respective courses, but the superin-
tendents at the big-name classical courses face 
pressure that perhaps is even more intense. 

Shaffer, who grew up on a farm near Altoona, 
Pa., studied turf maintenance because he loves 
working outdoors. He sought a job at a high-
profile classical course with high maintenance 
standards because he desired the ultimate chal-
lenge his field could bring. But Shaffer also re-
alizes that the ultimate challenge can be risky 
business when it comes to job stability. 

"I've been fortunate because I've never been 
fired," Shaffer says. "But I can imagine the wheels 
can fly off pretty quickly at this level." • 

Dramatically reduce your bunker maintenance 
costs when you install TVapMaster 

TVapMaster™ erosion control fabric solves your toughest problems. It's 2-layers - a 
thick, non-woven polyester "b l anke t " tha t absorbs and holds sand in place A N D an 
innovative polyester spunbond fabric tha t adds durabil i ty and prevents contaminat ion. 
Together, the patent -pending TVapMaster™ 2-layer design: 

• Greatly minimizes bunker maintenance costs 
• Holds sand on steep bunker faces - up t o 60° 
• Prevents erosion and washou t 
• Keeps wa te r draining and sand f r o m clogging drains 
• Functions as a w e e d block 

"This innovative product was 
engineered and developed 
with input from golf course 
superintendents. TrapMaster™ 
will help solve your sand trap 
problems for years to come." 

Terry Grosch 
PGA Master Professional 

> Upper blanket layer allows water to pen-
etrate and drain evenly - drastically 

reducing the incidence of erosion. 

• Sand fills the blanket layer, 
keeping it in place - even on 
slopes with up to 60° angles! 

Spunbond underlayer is porous 
enough to let water pass 
through but dense enough to 
keep troublesome weeds and 

debris out Glit/Microtron 
809 Broad St, Wrens, GA 30833 

Call TOLL-FREE 
1-866-273-9280 
and we'll send you 

an information packet 
along with the full 

TVapMaster" story! 
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Watching for 
Superintendents are wary of disease threat which is now nationwide 
BY R O B I N S U T T E L L 

addressing physical issues on the course, as well 
as educating staff members and golfers about 
the disease's hazards and protection from it. 

"The key to preventing West Nile virus is 
to have an integrated mosquito control pro-
gram, including trapping and surveillance, lar-
viciding, adulticiding and community educa-
tion," says entomologist George Balis, who 
works for Roselle, Ill.-based Clarke Mosquito 
Control. 

With the Midwest being an area of high 
West Nile Virus activity already in 2003, for 
example, Balis says it would be "prudent" for 
superintendents in that region to have a con-
trol program in place to address the risk," he 
says. 

"Waiting until an outbreak is in full swing 
before considering mosquito control can be a 
significant risk," he says. "Plan now for a mos-
quito outbreak and have a plan in place for 
any control measures." 

In virus-free Oregon, superintendents are 
doing just this. They know the threat is real 
and that their courses are susceptible. 

"The arrival of West Nile virus is immi-
nent," says Michael Hindahl, a golf course in-
dustry consultant from Estacada, Ore., and an 
affiliate board member with the Oregon 
GCSA. "As we speak, there have been no re-
ported cases that I'm aware of, but the as-
sumption is that it will arrive at some point. 
Our superintendents are already starting pre-
ventive measures. The real challenge is clari-
fying the reality of the situation and avoid-

Certified 
superintendent 
Tony Lasher must walk a 
fine line to treat the threat of 
West Nile virus because his 
course is home to endangered 
fish, including Coho salmon. 

j g k m est Nile virus (WNV), 
^ H k jHf which is making a deter-

j V ^ B flf mined westward march 
W mm ^m mX across the United States, 

flBjV looks like it's here to stay. 
V Researchers are deliver-

ing a grim prognosis for 
2003. Officials at the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention in Atlanta say it's likely 

all states will see incidences of this some-
times-fatal illness this summer. 

In 2002, there were 
more than 4,000 cases of 

the mosquito-borne 
disease in the United 

States, including 
284 deaths. Only 
Hawaii, Alaska, 
Oregon, Nevada, 
Utah and Ari-
zona have yet to 
detect WNV. It's 

also likely that 
many more people 

were infected with the 
virus but experienced 

mild or no symptoms, pub-
lic health experts say. 

With the continuing spread of the virus 
seeming inevitable, it's imperative that Amer-
icans remain aware of the disease and take pre-
ventive measures. For superintendents, these 
measures go beyond merely applying insect re-
pellent before going outside. It comes down to 




