L emaes WALE Trees Are Dormant ...
of the country where golf courses have -y MIGHT WANT TO CONSIDER PRUNING THEM

bentgrass greens, a triplex mower
could cause some stress,” he says. By Jami Pfirrman

Obviously, the best way to achieve Editor’s note: Throughout the year, Pfirrman, a communications specialist for The Davey
labor efficiency is to use triplex greens Tree Expert Co., will report on seasonal tips for tree care.
mowers, Nicotera says. Greif notes that
upper-echelon courses use mostly walk- «ggmi%: very golf course is its own ecosystem. Each plant is an integral part of the
ing greens mowers. However, he says _whole. From the turf to the trees, every plant must be healthy to ensure
some courses maintenance staffs walk % the stability of the whole. Routine care, like pruning of course trees, is
mow the greens only for tournaments. essential for maintaining health.

Nicotera probably speaks for all Regular pruning is beneficial for many reasons ranging from health to
mower manufacturers when he says that  aesthetics. Pruning removes dead, broken, decayed, diseased or insect-infested
quality of cut will always be a vital issue  wood. It improves the penetration of light and air as well as reduces wind resis-
with triplex greens mowers. tance and potential storm damage. Pruning corrects and redirects structural

“What people remember most about ~ growth to prevent future problems. In addition to health benefits, pruning
a course is its greens,” Nicotera says. “If  shapes the appearance of trees. It also eliminates safety hazards.

the greens are good, they'll go back and While pruning can be done year-round depending on objectives and the tree
play the course again. Quality of cut is species, dormant pruning, in particular, can be beneficial for many trees. Prun-
what we need to continue to offer on ing during times of growth as in the late spring may tax tree resources. While
these units. We need to make sure we trees are attempting to create new wood or leaves, less energy is available to re-
have the latest technology and the top-  spond to pruning wounds.

quality products to put on greens.” Continued on page 22

Leaf Blowers & Leaf Collection Systems make it easy to keep your course
playable and looking good year-round.

The Industry’s Top-Performing Leaf Blowers Keep Vacuuming Instead of Dumping

e Up to 2510 CFM ¢ High-volume output, ¢ Full-floating axles e 12:1 compaction ratio

e Easy-off Taper Lok™ hub cast- aluminum (Models 2595 & 3095) e 4-blade steel impeller
impellers e Self-dumping design

G’AN T- VA(- Visit Us Online at Www.giant-vac.com
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Off The Fringe

Continued from page 21

During dormant seasons, trees are
able to adapt to the loss of branches dur-
ing the following growing season.
Pathogens and the insects that may carry
them are also dormant, reducing the risk
of disease. The lack of leaves makes it
easier to see defective tree parts such as
structural weaknesses. Additionally, trees
will rapidly develop calluses around cuts
during the following growing season.

The basic principle of pruning is
that the removal of any live part of the
plant will affect future growth. The
overall goal is to direct new growth.
Most cuts are intended to prevent or
correct defective form that may result
in branch or stem failure. However, if it
is not done correctly, pruning can be
incredibly damaging.

Proper pruning should not be con-
fused with the disfiguring practice of
topping, which is the indiscriminate re-
moval of a tree’s main branches result-

Avoid removing more than a fourth of the
live branches of a tree.

ing in stubs. The cut surfaces of stubs
do not close readily and accelerate in-
ternal decay. Topping leaves a tree
highly susceptible to damage from
strong winds, sunscald, winter injury,
insects and diseases.

The Davey Tree Expert Co. recom-
mends that you consult a certified ar-
borist to establish a pruning program.
An arborist is able to help prevent haz-

THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO.

ards as well as direct future growth.

It's important for any arborist to
foresee the need for removing live
branches when they are small. Direc-
tion of growth can be influenced by re-
moving small portions of growth or in-
dividual buds.

Avoid removing more than a fourth
of the live branches of a tree. Excessive
thinning is stressful. Always avoid hol-
lowing out the center of a tree’s canopy.
The majority of cuts should be made
along the outer crown.
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» “Feather Touch operation

* Non-slip rubber
coated drive roller

* Reduces recover time
and inconvenience to
golfers after aerifying
and top dressing greens

= Optional Eaton
hydrostatic or
Snow-Nabstedt
Power Transmissions

« Consistent green spread
green to green and
day to day ... just like
cellee. the tour events!
« Turf ventilator and
broom attachments

o rree 1 800 661 4942

Email: woodbay@greensiron.com

www.greensiron.com
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The Articulator by Lastec and the racecar share many of the same qualities. Both are sleek, fast, and born in Indianapolis.

Both have unmatched maneuverability, though the Articulator is superior on berms — far better, in fact, than any other mower
in the world. Both also feature a low center of gravity, with superb engineering. Of course, the racecar can hit speeds of up to
230 mph. But for mowing roughs, the Articulator gives you the speed you need, with a reasonable price tag to boot. So before

buying your next rough mower, take the Articulator for a test drive.

Staha () :

;,-wv" e e For a World That Isn’t Flat
.lastec.com




Pin High

Il EDITOR'S COMMENTARY

oor, pitiful me,” Marc
Shotzberger says facetiously. The
former superintendent is trying
to inject humor into his dire sit-
uation, but he’s not laughing,
Neither am I. For what
Shotzberger has been through, it's a wonder he
even attempts to be comedic, especially when
you consider the string of Job-like bad news hes
been on the receiving end during the past year.

About 14 months ago, Shotzberger was
fired from his job as superintendent at Spring
Mill CC in Ivyland, Pa., after more than six
years. Last spring, shortly after Shotzberger
got a job as an assistant at Lookaway GC in
Buckingham, Pa., he severely damaged his
knee after his leg was crushed by a tractor.
And then last summer, while Shotzberger was
out of work and still on the mend from his
mangled knee, his wife asked for divorce after
11 years of marriage. Three months ago,
Shotzberger moved out of his family’s house
and into a lonely one-bedroom apartment in
Horsham, Pa.

To make matters worse, Shotzberger suffers
from multiple sclerosis (MS), a degenerative
disease of the central nervous system. Of
course, when you hear about the bad things
that have happened to him, you can't help but
wonder if the disease had anything to do with
the setbacks he has suffered. Shotzberger does,
too, but realizes he may never know.

He is certain of one thing, however. He
can't pack it in. No way. He has no choice but
to keep on keeping on, especially for the loves
of his life — his two boys, 9-year-old Aaron
and 4-year-old Noah.

“You lick your wounds, put your tail be-
tween your legs and go on,” Shotzberger says
matter-of-factly.

“Why me?”
Shotzberger was working as an assistant super-
intendent in Chicago when the symptoms of
MS struck about 11 years ago. He was 35 and
healthy. He worked and played hard — basket-
ball, baseball and golf. And, boy, could he hit a
golf ball. He sported a low handicap. “I could
go out and shoot par any day,” Shotzberger
says proudly.

First, there was the dizziness that effected
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‘I'm Going to Keep
Pluggin’ Away’

BY LARRY AYLWARD

MARC SHOTZBERGER,
STRICKEN WITH
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS,
WONDERS WHAT

HIS FUTURE HOLDS

his balance. Then he experienced pain in his
back. Both worsened slowly over the next few
years. Shotzberger knew something was
wrong, and he finally went to a neurologist
who diagnosed him with the unbelievable
news about five years ago. It was a shock.

He had never even known anyone with MS.
How did he get it?

“Why me?” he asked, understandably.

Over the years, the disease has taken its toll
on his body. A few years ago, Shotzberger
began to have trouble lifting his right leg,
which felt like it was filled with 200 pounds
of concrete.

Predictably, Shotzberger’s golf game went
south. “T can't even swing a club anymore,” he
says.

About four years ago, the disease began to
affect his job as a superintendent. “I could still
jump on a tractor, but the job was getting
more difficult,” he says.

Shotzberger didn't have the strength he
once had. He also felt more lethargic, a classic
symptom of MS.

He began to limp on his right leg. When he
had to stop playing golf at Spring Mill, he says
he felt his tenure there was in jeopardy. How
could he be a superintendent of a golf course
without knowing its playability?

“After that, I knew it was just a matter of
time,” Shotzberger says of his dismissal.

He accepted his firing without a fight.

“It happens all the time in this industry,” he
says. “What are you gonna do?”

He landed at Lookaway GC a few months
later as an assistant. A month into the job, he
was getting up and off a tractor when he acci-
dentally kicked it into gear. It ran over his
right leg — the same leg impaired by his
disease. Shotzberger tore three ligaments in
the knee.

Continued on page 26



OOF POSITIVE!

Research at major

universities such as
Maryland, Michigan
State, Penn State,
and Virginia Tech

continues to prove
what thousands of superintendents
have seen first-hand: Nutramax
L-amino acid products enhance turf
grass maintenance programs and

are economical to use!

L-amino acids activate natural
defense mechanisms keeping the
plant healthier and better able to
defend itself against disease

ag
pressure, environmental stress

and other adverse conditions.

Research has also shown that
Nutramax products enhance the
activity and efficacy of fertilizers,
many fungicides, herbicides and

plant growth regulators.

Contact us to learn more about
Nutramax products and what
advanced amino acid technology
can do for you.

1-800-925-5187 macro-sorb.com
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Continued from page 24

But would you believe he feels for-
tunate about the injury?

“There’s a silver lining with this
dark cloud,” he says. “At least the trac-
tor hit the bad leg. If it would have hit
my good leg, I'd have two bad legs
now.”

An orthopedic surgeon decided not
to operate and told Shotzberger to rest
at home and let the injury heal on its
own. A few months later, Shotzberger’s
wife floored him with the news that
she wanted a divorce.

Shotzberger says he’s not sure if his
MS has anything to do with her re-
quest. He does admit, however, that he
spent too much time being a superin-
tendent and not enough time being a
husband and father. “I didn’t heed the
advice that I gave everybody that
worked for me — that your family
should come first,” he admits.

It took him two hours to move out
of the house and into the apartment.
Shotzberger didn’t take many posses-
sions from the house because he didn’t
want to disrupt his boys’ environment.
“Who cares that I don't have a coffee
table?” he says.

The first week in the new apart-
ment was brutal. There was much sob-
bing and crying. But soon life in the
apartment was bearable. Shotzberger
made it that way because he wanted his
sons to have a happy place to visit.

There isn't much in the apartment
— a couch, a computer, a kitchen
table, a bed and a big TV. Shotzberger,
who studied turf science at Penn State
University and grew up in a town near
State College, Pa., loves his Nittany
Lions. “I have to watch Penn State on
agood TV,” he says.

His days are spent looking for work
and planning for the future. Shotzberger
was cleared to go back to work last
November, but there was nowhere to
go. “It’s the slow season,” he says.

Shotzberger has faced the hard real-
ization that he can’t be a superinten-
dent anymore. He’s trying to find a
sales job with a company that supplies
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products to the industry. He has had a
few interviews, and he has some good
leads. He’s hopeful there will be some

good news soon — finally.

“I needto get a job,” he says, the ur-
gency evident in his voice. “T've got too
much time to sit here and stew and
contemplate all the bad things.”

He doesn’t want to brood about the
past. He doesn’t want to think about
relaxing backyard barbecues with his
wife and kids. He doesn't want to dwell
on his love for walk-mowing greens.

Damn right he feels sorry for him-
self. “But I don't perpetuate it; I don't
let it fester,” he says.

He knows deep down that others
are worse off than him.

“So what that I limp?” he says. “At
least I have feet to put shoes on. Some
people don't even have feet.”

Brothers in arms

What has helped keep Shotzberger
going is the love of his comrades. I've
always heard that superintendents look
out for each other like brothers. That’s
the case with Shotzberger, whose peers
recognized that his life had taken a turn
for the worst.

Last November, members of the
Philadelphia Association of Golf
Course Superintendents took it upon
themselves to raise money for
Shotzberger, who was only getting a
pittance from workman’s compensa-
tion at the time. They invited

Marc Shotzberger (left) is grateful for the
help he’s received from his peers, including
Mark MacDonald, superintendent of
Regents Glenn CC.

Shotzberger to their annual meeting in
November and gave him a generous
donation — several thousand dollars.

Shotzberger says he was stunned
and humbled by their generosity. “I feel
not worthy of such a donation.”

The gesture gave him hope. And
through is faith in God, Shotzberger
has gained strength, which has aided
him in his plight. “My faith has helped
me,” he says softly.

He's fearful, though, about the fu-
ture. Shotzberger wants to know if the
disease will get worse. And when? Will
he soon lose control of his left leg and
arms?

“I don't want to give in to a wheel-
chair,” he says. “That’s the beginning of
the end. I'm going to keep pluggin’
away. I don't have a choice.”

There’s frustration in his voice be-
cause he desperately wants God to let
him know what's going on with his life.

“I don’t know what the big plan is,
and that’s the problem,” Shotzberger
laments. “I wish God would let me in
on it.”

Hopefully, God won't keep him
waiting too long.

Larry Aylward can be reached at 440-
891-2770 or laylward@advanstar.com.

PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION OF GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS



OFFICIAL
GOLF COURSE
EQUIPMENT
SUPPLIER

THE TRI-PLEX THAT RAISED THE BAR
Now Purts IT Out OF REACH.

FINGERTIP
OPERATION

NO TRIPLEX
RING

CUTTING UNITS
PIVOT 18

Introducing the new John Deere 2500A Tri-Plex Riding Greens
Mower. When it was first introduced in 1999, our 2500 Tri-Plex
defied all comparisons. With patented off-set cutting units, a
distinctive control arm, and low psi, the 2500 became an immediate
hit with superintendents, technicians, and operators alike.

But there is always room for improvement. With our new 2500A,
we put in a new radiator system to increase cooling performance.
An enhanced lift/lower assembly increases feel and response. A
new in-tank fuel pump allows for more reliable fuel delivery to the
carburetor. And a new seat increases operator comfort.

To find out more about the tri-plex that continues to set the industry
standard, call your local John Deere Golf & Turf One Source
distributor or 1-800-537-8233. Nothing Runs Like A Deere”
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Dramatic,” Indeed

RE! /nr Ids Plantation in Greensboro, Ga., is a turf farm full of cool
eJoff et rses, It feat fes four tracks designed by some of the biggest
names iny _JJJF’ clading g.Tom Fazio, Jack Nicklaus, Rees Jones, Bob
Cupp; Fuzzyzoellerand Hubert Green.
The REEsJones-desianed:Oconee Gourse, which opened last spring,
features b’—*';u;]f_u '-rm];;;,,.Jr incorporated some of the land into

from tee to green. “WWe / Acovered a dramatic golf course without
changing a lot of wha ‘found when we got here,’ Jones says.

“Dramatic” is a go d to describe it, as this photo of the greens
at No. 17 (bottom) and No. 18 attest. Gary Goss, superintendent of the
course, says Nos. 17 and 18 make for two fine finishing holes.

Goss and his crew don’t haveany major maintenance chal-
lenges on the holes. They must make sure to keep buffer zones
around Lake Oconee (between
, N T the holes), and the finger-style Golfdom’s Hole of the
ok R G ~ bunkers require more hand work. Month is presented
But the important thing is they o ctioncin iy
get to enjoy the view like every-  wwwjohndeere.com
one else.

MIKE KLINE
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Leasing

Irrigation

WHEN YOU'RE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MOST IMPORTANT ASSET ON YOUR COURSE,
You NEeD THE ONE COMPANY THAT CAN HANDLE ALL OF YOUR NEEDS.

As a superintendent, you're well aware of what it takes to keep your course looking in top shape, day in, day out.
What you might not be aware of is that there is now one group that can take care of your course's many needs.
John Deere Golf & Turf One Source™ not only has a full-line of golf & turf equipment, but also irrigation and
landscaping supplies. Plus we have the JDC Masterlease™, financing built especially for the golf course market.
Call your local John Deere Golf & Turf Distributor or 1-800-537-8233 for more on what we can do for your course.

JOHN DEERE GOLF & TURF

ONE SOURCE
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