
Balanced Chain 
Methylene Urea 

is a top fertilizer 
performer 

(the key is in the balance) 

BCMU® helps plant tissues come as close as possible to utilizing and storing the optimum level of nitrogen, maintaining adequate 

growth and proper root and shoot development which produces turf that is much better able to resist environmental stresses. 

The longer chains in BCMU® slow down the growth enough to avoid unwanted surges, reducing clippings and the need to mow more 

often than desired. This reduced maintenance requirement translates into labor and equipment savings for the turf manager. 

BCMU® provides quick greenup with enough longevity to carry the rich, deep green color up to 18 weeks, much longer than lower-end 

methylene ureas and coated technologies. Visual quality will remain when other fertilizers begin to fade. 

The precise and steady release of BCMU® gives turf managers consistent results with any application rate or interval while building a 

solid nitrogen base. Its low salt index with almost non-existent burn potential make it the safe choice as well. 

When you consider all the important features and benefits of a nitrogen source, no other competitor compares to BCMU® Its 

unique balance of short, intermediate and long methylene urea chains creates a product that is the best of all worlds and an 

outstanding value. 

Combine that with the efficiency of Meth-Ex® technology and you have a nitrogen source that stands alone. BCMU with Meth-Ex 

technology has a high nitrogen activity index, which means that more nutrients 

are available when the plant requires them while "banking" some for later use. 

BCMU™ is found only in UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers and have been 

tested and used with outstanding results for years. Find out why the best 

fertilization program should be an easy balancing act for the smart turf manager. 

For more information, contact your local UHS representative 

www.uhsonline.com 
® BCMU is a registered trademark of United Horticultural Supply 

Circle No.123 on Reader Inquiry Card 
® Meth-Ex is a registered trademark of Lebanon Seaboard Corporation 

http://www.uhsonline.com


Our fertilizer 
comes with 
a built-in 

insurance policy. 

UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers with Prospect0 Plus 
not only provide quality nutrients, they also work to: 

• Build greater shoot mass 

• Increase uptake of soil nutrients 
and moisture 

• Increase photosynthesis 

• Help turf establish or withstand 
environmental stresses 

• Develop a more fibrous, extensive 
root system 

• Enhance early plant growth and vigor 

UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers with Prospect® Plus have been impregnated with a proprietary nutrient solution that has 
shown a remarkable ability to improve vigor, quality and stress tolerance in turf, trees and ornamentals. The patented additive in 
Prospect® Plus has been tested extensively on many crops, including turf, in laboratory, greenhouse and field studies in the U.S. 
and several other countries. 

Those studies have consistently shown a 
positive effect on early plant growth and 
development and with mature plants under 
stress. Sod farms results show that turf can be 
harvested earlier due to increased root mass and 
quicker establishment from seed or sprigs. 
Mature turf has greater root mass with a noted 
"tighter" visual appearance and less 
susceptibility to stress. 

The same benefits can be found in Prospect® 
a liquid micronutrient for foliar application or for 
use in fertigation systems. 

For more information, contact your local UHS representative 

www.uhsonline.com 
C i r c l e N o . 1 2 4 o n R e a d e r I n q u i r y C a r d 

Seeded on August 4, 2000 with G-2 creeping bentgrass at a rate of 2 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. 
Density measurements were based on % cover taken visually on 10/4 (8 weeks after treatment) 

Study Results: "... a significant increase in creeping bentgrass establishment two months 
after seeding with the application of fertilizer and Prospect Plus compared to the untreated 
control." A 22% improvement over check and more than a 12% increase over fertilizer 
alone! 

Effect of Fertilizer with Prospect Plus on 
Creeping Bentgrass Density 

Ohio Turfgrass Foundation Research and Educational Center - 2000 

http://www.uhsonline.com


STREAMLINED 
PACKAGE 

PRINTABLE 
TRAINING AIDS 
O N C D - R O M 

PRINT AS 
MANY AS 

Y o u N E E D 

Rough around the Edges? Smooth'em out... 

Continued from page 80 
Colo., used his course as a test site for the Flex 
21. Last June, he ordered 10 of the machines 
to groom his Penn A-4 bentgrass greens. 

"The cutting head has some weight to it, 
which keeps it close to the ground," Ross says. 
"[Toro technicians] also kept the distance be-
tween the front and rear roller fairly short, which 
helps reduce scalping." 

Jacobsen offers several walking greens mow-
ers. The lightweight PGM, available in 19- and 
22-inch widths, has an electronically balanced, 
11-blade reel that delivers a tight .205-inch clip 
frequency and a choice of three bedknives for 
cutting down to .078 of an inch. The PGM can 
be equipped with Jacobsen s patented Turf 
Groomer turf conditioner to decrease thatch 
and increase green speeds. Jacobsen also offers 
the Greens King 500 Series walk-behind mow-
ers, which come in 18-, 22- and 26-inch cut-
ting widths and can be equipped with the Turf 
Groomer. 

So how does a superintendent choose be-
tween these and other models? 

"You talk to one guy and he likes Toro," says 
Darin Bavard, an agronomist with the USGA 
Green Sections Turfgrass Advisory Service in 
the Mid-Atlantic field office in West Chester, 
Pa. "The next guy likes Jacobsen and the next 
guy likes John Deere. Its a matter of what they 
try out and feel comfortable with. 
I don't see where there is that much 
difference between all of them. If 
properly adjusted, maintained and 
operated, they all do a good job." 

Tim Hiers, superintendent at 
Old Collier G C in Naples, Fla., 
agrees there's little difference in 
product quality, but instead stresses 
the importance of company service. 

"You want to go with the vendor who gives 
the best service," Hiers says. "Dependability 
and the ability to respond are important. That 
means the distributor is integral in your deci-
sion-making. It's hard to explain to golfers that 
the reason the greens aren't right is because you're 
waiting for a part. That doesn't cut it." 

Continued on page 84 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
SHOULD ALSO LISTEN TO 
WHAT THEIR PEERS ARE 
SAYING ABOUT BRANDS. 

... and get a new attitude, 
with SVW I raining. 

SAME GREAT 
TRAINING 
QUALITY 

W iifr each 

NEW! 

$ M E O O 
I n F i g g P each 

Phone ..(800)938-4330 
Web www.svwonline.com 

Fax (262) 338-9737 

http://www.svwonline.com


Continued from page 83 
Familiarity is also important , Hiers 

stresses. "If you have an outstanding me-
chanic and he's familiar wi th a partic-
ular b r a n d , y o u m i g h t go w i t h t h a t 
brand to overcome the lack of service," 
he adds. 

Superintendents should also listen to 
w h a t their peers are saying abou t the 

brands. O f course, they need to consider 
their indiv idual needs. "You buy the 
mower tha t does the best job on your 
greens, that your people can handle the 
best, and that you can keep in the best 
operating condition," Hiers adds. • 

Blais is a free-lance writerfrom North 
Yarmouth, Maine. 

Double-cutting 
Greens Gould Add Up 
to Double Trouble 
By Peter Blais 

The week of June 10 through 
June 16 will be quite a test for 
the greens on the Black Course 

at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, 
N.Y., site of this year's U.S. Open. Not 
only will superintendent Craig Currier 
and his crew be double-cutting the 
greens at 90-degree angles, they'll be 
cutting them at least twice a day during 
the tournament and keeping the 
speeds at a minimum of 12 on the 
Stimpmeter. 

"We'll cut as often as we have to in 
order to get there," Currier says. "We 
could be cutting four times a d a / 

This might be extreme and, certainly, 
out of the ordinary, but it's America's 
championship, after all. However, in 
their quest for ever-faster green speeds 
to please members, owners and cus-
tomers, superintendents are walking an 
ever-narrowing edge between fast 
greens and healthy turf. 

"We are seeing more pressure for 
green speed in general," says Darin 
Bavard, an agronomist for the USGA 
Green Section's Turfgrass Advisory Ser-
vice in West Chester, Pa "It stems from 
a lot of things. Golfers watching the 
Masters and PGA Tour on television 
week after week apply the main pres-
sure. Fast greens are a nice calling card 
for a club." 

Double-cutting, which is usually 
done during tournaments and special 
events, is one way to add speed and 
smoothness to a green, Bavard says. 
The obvious problems are that it puts 
additional stress on the grass and re-
quires more labor to complete. 

The greatest stress is placed on the 
turf during the warmest summer months, 
particularly on cool-season grasses. 

Continued on page 86 

Call Toll Free 888-907-3463 

They both climb hills and eat grass, 
but the one on the right is easy to ride. 
When it comes to getting over steep terrain, the National 8400 is 
a pro. Banks and mounds don't slow it down, and it climbs hills 
that other mowers can't. A hydrostatic drive and independent reel 
speed make it a breeze to operate-all in a very affordable package. 
And unlike goats, the 8400 is quite comfortable to sit on. Why pay 
more to climb less? Got hills? Think National. 

NATIONAL 

S I N C E 1 9 1 9 
n a t i o n a l m o w e r . c o m 



CIRCLE NO. 126 

Invested in nature's stewards, the... 

Keepers of the Green 
"Floratine made a believer out of me" 

There are so many vendors out there pushing "quick fixes" that it 
breeds skepticism, so I had serious doubt about Floratine products 
performing as well as advertised. 

However, after getting on a consistent program, the results were 
astonishing. Our greens recovered much faster from aerification 
and stress. Root depth dramatically increased. Leaf color was 
enhanced, and the greens were much healthier 
and uniform without excessive growth. 

The Floratine approach is certainly more than just a good 
product It is a system of testing to determine specific needs, 
application of great products, and personal involvement by 
Floratine. 

While they may not be a cure all, I am firmly convinced that, 
along with a solid cultural program, the products can make 
greens healthier and jobs less stressful. 

Floratine has made a believer out of me. 

-Fred Theus, Superintendent 
Ocean Forest Golf Club 
Sea Island, GA (Walker Cup, 2001) 

Invested in the power of nature... 
Committed to her custodians, the Keepers of the Green. 

144 Mid South Cove, Collierville,TN 38017 • (901) 853-2898 • FAX: (901) 853-3101 • email: techinfo@fioratine.com 

Invested In The Wonder 
Fioratine 

mailto:techinfo@floratiitie.com


Isn't it time you took a Closer Look? 

5 North Olney Avenue • Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 • (800) 257-7797 • Fax (856) 751-3859 
www.aquatrols.com 

Continued from page 84 
"The turf isn't growing fast and it al-

most gets to the point that mechanical 
wear on the grass is enough to kill it," 
Bavard says. "On poa/bentgrass greens, 
anthracnose can be excited by double-cut-
ting. Then you add [golfer] traffic, and it 
has a compounding effect." 

Double-cutting after a rain storm, when 

the greens are soft, can increase mechani-
cal damage and may cause scalping, 
Bavard notes. 

"Superintendents have lost their jobs 
because they've pushed green speeds," he 
says. "Double-cutting greens can be part 
of that" 

More and more superintendents are 
using rollers to increase green speed. 

Solid rollers put less stress on the grass 
than grooved rollers, Bavard says. 

"Instead of simply double-cutting, you 
can single cut and roll,," Bavard says. "You 
get the same effect without clipping the 
grass twice. You have to pick your spots 
and do it when the grass will tolerate it. 
That's weather dependent. If you get 
100-degree temperatures, then you're 
playing with fire." 

Bavard says you can get away with 
more in the spring and fall, but "you're 
teetering on the brink in the summer, es-
pecially if you don't have modern sand-
based greens and one of the older turf 
varieties." 

"If you've got one of the new A-4, G-2 
or L-93 bentgrasses, double-cutting be-
comes less of a concern," Bavard says. 
"They are more tolerant of lower cutting 
heights. But if you have old Penncross and 
poa greens on soil-based, push-up greens, 
that's more difficult." 

If golfers persist in their demands for 
double-cut greens when conditions aren't 
appropriate, superintendents need to 
educate them about the possible 
consequences. 

"That educational process sometimes 
gets them to back off from double-cutting, 
at least in July and August," Bavard says. 
"It's a narrow line to walk. Superintendents 
don't just say, 'I don't want the greens to be 
fast! If they could get away with giving 
golfers green speeds of 11 every day, with 
no consequences, they would be more 
than happy to do it. But there are 
consequences." 

If golfers want faster greens at an 
older course with older turf types, then 
converting the greens to one of the newer 
grasses should be mentioned as an option. 
"Ask who you are being compared to if 
golfers want greens like they've seen 
someplace else," Bavard says. "They may 
say course A is faster than course B. But 
course A may have been built just two 
years ago, have a higher budget and be 
planted with new grasses on new greens. 
Those things make a difference." • 

Blais is a free-lance writer from North 
Yarmouth, Maine. 

Two formulations to itieet your demands. 

One technology to meet your needs. 

• Rate & frequency flexibility 
• Optimizes uniform soil moisture 
• Better turf survival during 

environmental stress 
• Enhances effectiveness of soil-

targeted fertilizers & chemicals 

http://www.aquatrols.com


ONE MACHINE. A MULTITUDE OF A P P L I C A T I O N S . 

The new WideSpin™ 1530 - f inal ly a mul t i - funct ional top dresser 
that wi l l master virtually any top dressing program you can dream up. 

Do a conventional heavy spread up to 15 feet wide - 3 t imes wider than 
ever before. Or top dress as l ight as a walk ing fert i l izer spreader, and cover all of your greens in 
just two hours. Reduce the number of t i re tracks. Use a variety of materials. And work every 
part of your course. With just a few simple adjustments, the patent-pending WideSpin technology 
can switch f rom heavy to l ight top dressing in a matter of minutes. 
No at tachments to change. No messy hydraulic connect ions. 

The next generation of top dressing is here, and it comes with the 
industry's only 3-year warranty. Get the ult imate top dressing coverage plan. 
Arrange a demo of the WideSpin 1530 today - call 800-679-8201. 

T H E L E A D E R . S I N C E 1 9 6 1 . 
M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n e s o t a U . S . A . 

w w w . t u r f c o . c o m 

15 FEET HEAVY 

INTRODUCING WIDESPIN 1530. 

30 FEET LIGHT 

http://www.turfco.com


Maximize your reach with Golfdom. 
Gall Pat Jones, Publisher, at 4 4 0 - 8 9 1 - 3 1 2 6 for details. 

Your marketing message reaches more 
customers in Golfdom magazine. 

Take dead aim. 





www.griffinllc.com/specialty 

Always read and follow label directions. © 2002 Griff in L.L.C. Concorde ™, SST ™ Griff in L.L.C. 

Stick With 
Concorde 
CHLOROTHALONIL 

Improved Technology J In mixing, handling, and performance, Concorde represents the 
latest advancement in chlorothalonil products. Concorde SST flowable is formulated with 
Super Stick Technology™ and offers maximum disease control with maximum staying power. 
SST adhesion properties are bound to set a new industry standard for tenacity. A Better 
FormulationJ Concorde DF, the newest dry flowable chlorothalonil, is developed and 
manufactured by Griffin L.L.C., the leader in spray dried technology. Concorde DF contains a 
uniform granular size for quicker dispersion, better bloom and improved suspension. It pours 
virtually dust-free from a re-sealable container. For added ease in handling, the Concorde DF 
label bears the signal word "Warning". Due to their corrosive nature, older granular formulations 
of chlorothalonil products carry the signal word "Danger". New Purchasing Freedom I 
Concorde is not agency priced. You are free to negotiate the price that best reflects the volume, 
service requirements, and payment terms you and your distributor agree upon. 

When you purchase Concorde, you support 
The GCSAA Foundation's 'Investing in the 
Beauty of Golf' Campaign. 

Griffin L.L.C. 
1-800-237-1854 

http://www.griffinllc.com/specialty



