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IRRIGATION TRENDS

In today’s tight economy, an assessment of what you

really need is more important than ever
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BY LARRY AYLWARD, EDITOR

emember that old jalopy
you drove in college?
God bless that bucket of
bolts for getting you
around. When that
y beater finally broke

i S down, however, you had
two choices of what to do with it — buy new
wheels or take the heap to a mechanic to see
if he could inject it with new life.

You weren't sure what to do, however, be-
cause you didn't know jack about what's under
the hood. You weren' sure if you needed a new
ride or if your old one just needed a tune-up.
Big money was riding on your decision,
though. What to do?

If you're a superintendent with an anti-
quated irrigation system, you can probably re-
late. You know the course’s irrigation system
needs repairs, but you're not sure what it needs
and where it needs it. You ask yourself: Should
I spend the house and upgrade to an entirely
new irrigation system, or should I spend fru-
gally and upgrade only the components that
need to be modernized?

Decisions don't get much tougher for su-
perintendents. There’s a lot of money riding
on the choice, as well as possibly a superin-
tendent’s reputation.

The decision should come down to a

proper assessment of an irrigation system’s
needs. Sounds easy, like a short par 3, but it
can be brain-draining.

“There’s more to it than meets the eye,”
says David Davis, an irrigation consultant in
Crestline, Calif. “It’s not as simple as just look-
ing for worn-out parts.”

Assessing a problem is as much about being
patient, attentive, organized and responsive as
it is about being technically savvy. If a super-
intendent is all of those things while making
an assessment, his decision about what to do
with his irrigation system will be that much
easier.

MIKE KLEMME



Urgent, but ...

There’s a problem with the irrigation system,
and it needs to be fixed — pronto. James Pit-
man, certified superintendent of Rolling Hills
CC in Lomita, Calif., says superintendents
must possess a sense of urgency when it comes
to diagnosing problems with irrigation systems
and fixing them.

Putting off fixing the problems will only
lead to more trouble, Davis warns. “We call
that deferred maintenance,” he says, noting
that some superintendents will defer major re-
pairs for three to five years.

A fine and frightening example of deferred
maintenance is a superintendent who doesn't
pay attention to the deteriorating electrical
grounding on the course’ field controllers. “He
puts off repairing it because he has to get on
his hands and knees and get dirty to do it,”
Davis says.

Meanwhile, the ground wiring becomes
loose and frayed. As a result, the controllers are
damaged.

The bottom line: It doesn't take long for de-
ferred maintenance to come back to haunt you,
Davis says. “If you don't have a sense of urgency
to solve a problem now, you might create a big-
ger problem later,” he adds.

While a sense of urgency is important, you
have to be careful not to be 0 urgent. A su-
perintendent who's overeager to fix an irriga-

tion problem may be in danger of rushing or
even bypassing an assessment. Then he ends
up tinkering — or “fixing” a problem before
he knows what it is.

Tinkering will only get a superintendent
into trouble, Davis says. When the exasperated
superintendent discovers after three hours that
what he thought was the problem isn't really
the problem, there’s enough steam coming out
of his ears to drive a tub down the Mississippi.
“The problem with tinkering is you can make
a problem worse,” Davis stresses.

Superintendent Bob Miller has been there
and done that, and he warns superintendents
not to tinker — lest they enjoy mental anguish.
Before Endicott, N.Y.-based En-Joie GC up-
graded its irrigation system about five years ago,
Miller found himself toying and trying to fix
outmoded irrigation heads. It was not fun.
“Tinkering turns into frustration,” Miller says,
recalling a time when he was ready to pull his
hair out.

Gettin’ the low-down
Experience is important when assessing an ir-
rigation system for repairs. Irrigation tech-
nology isn't rocket science, but it’s also not as
simple as A-B-C. It takes someone with knowl-
edge and skill to make an assessment.

That person could be a veteran superin-

Continued on page 53

The question is: Should you
spend the house on a new
irrigation system or spend
frugally on only the compo-

nents you really need?
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www.JohnDeere.com

OR DOWNRIGHT OBSESSIVE?

For those who think their fairways can never be
too clean, we submit our B Series Lightweight

Fairway Mowers and our Fairway Tender

Conditioners (FTCs). Just by putting FTCs on our
3215B, 3235B, or 3225B, you'll discover what clean really means. Grass stands up for an
even, clean cut and a true playing surface. And the rear e '/_

roller power brush finishes the job up right by removing # ¥
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built-up material as well as dispersing any leftover clippings. =~
You'll also find an improved yoke and ball joints for better grass collecting; and
an electric fan drive for improved noise levels and engine cooling. Call your local

John Deere Golf & Turf Distributor or 1-800-537-8233 for a demonstration.
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NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE
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roofs TOTAL TURF PROGRAM

This year, give your greens and fairways complete bionutrition,
root biostimulant, and chelated micronutrients.

Greens
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80 years of cutting technology!

Jacobsen’s electronically balanced
carbon-steel reels and bedknives
adjust precisely for the smoothest,
most uniform finish.

Ease of operation and comfort!

Cushman vehicles offer exclusive
automatic transmissions,
full-suspension ride, walk-through
cabs, optional cab enclosures and
easy engine access.

Patented Turf Groomer:
copied but never duplicated!

Available on Jacobsen greens mowers.
Increases putting speeds by up to 25%
without lowering height of cut.
Helps control thatch and grain for the
healthiest, truest surface.

THE BROA
FULL OF EXCLU

More payload and power!

Cushman Turf-Truckster” offers the largest
payload capacity in its class: 2,850 Ibs.

Choice of powerful engine options.




Save service time and money!

Changeovers take just seconds with
Jacobsen’s patented FlashAttach reel
mounts. Quickly empty grass catchers with
easy-servicing, swing-out center reels on
G-Plex and E-Plex .

Reduced environmental risk!
Jacobsen leads in the use

EST LINE. @ oo
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High-output aerators!
Ryan manufactures the most
complete line of aerators.
Remove up to 30% more
material/sq. ft. than competitors.

Precision aeration!

Precise holes help build healthier turf.

; Ryan aerators’ unmatched ruggedness

means longer service life. Engines and
drivetrains engineered for longevity.




Renowned.

Powerful, versatile greens mower treads lightly
and delivers a 62" Jacobsen cut.

» Liquid-cooled, fuel-efficient, 19 hp Kubota"
diesel or 18 hp Briggs & Stratton” gas engine.

e 7- or 11-blade reels.
* Backlap optional.
* Grooved and smooth rollers.

« Attachments include vertical mowers, spikers,
brushes, greens roller and Turf Groomer.

* Greens Care biodegradable hydraulic fluid.

Efficient.

Light-footed triplex greens mower with a 62"
Jacobsen cut and ComfortPlus” control.

e 11-blade reel with 0.19" clip for a quality cut.
» Patented cutting unit stabilizer.

* Auto-synchronized lift controls.

* 18 hp gas engine or 18.8 hp diesel.

e 7-,9- or 11-blade reels.

* Smooth and grooved rollers.

* Swing-out center reel.

* Backlap optional.

» Attachments include vertical mowers, spikers,
brushes, greens roller and Turf Groomer.

e Greens Care biodegradable hydraulic fluid.

Optional Mower Caddy

Adept.

Powerful, yet light-footed, walk-behind greens
mower delivers a precise, 22" Jacobsen cut.

« Electronically balanced 11-blade reel delivers
tight 0.205" clip frequency.

* Choice of 3 bedknives for cutting down
to 0.078"

* 4 hp engine maintains constant speed.

* Ergonomic Operator Presence Control
increases comfort, reduces fatigue.

¢ Patented Turf Groomer lifts and cuts
horizontal grasses for healthier turf,
faster greens.

 Lighter overall weight.

CUSHMAN JACOBSEN RYAN






