
No machine maintains greens better than the John Deere 2500 

Tri-Plex Greens Mower. After years of extensive testing feedback 

from literally thousands of superintendents worldwide, the 2500 

has been engineered to give an exceptional quality of cut, the 

utmost in operator comfort and the highest level of serviceability. 

Cut is king on the 2500. The cutting unit suspension carries the weight of the lift 

arms and grass catchers on the traction unit instead of the cutting unit The 2500 

also has the lowest psi of any tri-plex greens mower. And all controls are 

conveniently located at the operator's fingertips. For a better look at the 2500, 

call your local John Deere* distributor or 1-800-537-8233. 

Circle No. 115 

N O T H I N G R U N S L I K E A D E E R E ® 

T h e B e s t G r e e n s A r e n ' t B u i l t . 

T h e y 1 r e M a i n t a i n e d . 

'-in. J l f c 4 L * : : ' ' f i ^ — I M ^ M ^ ^ B ^ B 



















Labor of Love 

are people who work for me that think I'm a 
little twisted to the extent I'll go to get some-
thing right," he admits. 

But Szklinski makes it a point to let his em-
ployees know he's not above what they do. He'll 
mow fairways, spray the greens and dig ditches 
with them. 

"I look for opportunities to get in the 
trenches," Szklinski says proudly. "I'm the mud-
diest guy on some days." 

T 
JL he course is ready for the U.S. Open, 

but Szklinski is not done with the course. He's 
champing at the bit to get going on other pro-
jects when the tournament is over. "I want 
the course to be the best it can be," he says. 

Szklinski and his crew will continue re-
pairing the courses eroded creeks. He also wants 
to bring the course's 1936 vintage bermuda-
grass fairways up to date. 

Continued on page 38 
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look at the big picture" says Tim Moraghan, 
USGA tour agronomist "Who is making the 
classic courses shorter? Ifs Tiger Woods, 
Karrie Webb, Hale Irwin, David Duval - and 
they are fantastic golfers. They are going to hit 
the ball farther!' 

Setting up the Opens 
Nevertheless, Moraghan and Meeks work 
with course architects and superintendents 
to fashion the Open courses according to a 
well-established template meant to reward 
keeping the ball in play, Fay says. 

"The Open has gained the imprimatur as 
the world's toughest golf tournament because 
of the setup," he adds. "We believe par is a 
good score." 

Some detractors claim USGA officials 
purposefully adjust the host courses to defend 
par and are overly concerned with a number 
rather than a course's natural characteristics. 

"I'm not trying to defend anything," Meeks 
says. "We want the courses to be difficult, 
challenging and exciting - but fair!' 

The template they use to accomplish this 
goal includes: 
• hard, dry and fast greens; 
• fairways narrowed to 28 to 30 yards; 
• a "punishing" rough; 
• new tees added further back to lengthen 

1 look for 
opportunities 
to get in the 
trenches.' 
-JOHN SZKLINSKI 
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Tulsa's history. In fact, Tulsa endured the driest 
July, August and September on record since the 
Dust Bowl days of 1936. The course lost some 
fescue grass under trees, but that was the only 
damage, Szklinski says. 

With all that's happened to him, Szklinski 
only half-jokingly says his career at Southern 
Hills is 2.5 years going on 10 years. 

"But you know what, I'm better for it," he 
says. "I've learned a lot." 

During the renovation, Szklinski admits he 
felt severe pressure. There was so much work to 
be done that he worked five months without a 
day off. But he was invigorated by it. 

"It was addictive — having so many irons 
in the fire and so much responsibility," he says. 
"At times, I felt like I was getting squashed, but 
it was exciting." 

Szklinski knows his rigorous work ethic has 
helped him scale the ladder of his profession. 
But his work ethic can also intimidate. "There 

the course and bring hazards more into play; 
• bunkers angled or extended farther into 
the fairways; 
• expanding any greens that have become 
smaller over the years, allowing more difficult 
pin placements; and 
• changing par 5s to par 4s. 

"We compared a course setup from 1975 
to what Meeks and I did in 2001," Moraghan 
says. "Fairways now are treated like greens 
were 25 years ago - from cutting height to 
topdressing, aerification, irrigation systems, 
wetting agents, plant growth regulators and 

sophisticated mowing equipment - even to 
hand mowing. That shows how far every as-
pect of the industry has come. Of course, the 
ball is going to go farther!' 

Architect Keith Foster, who renovated 
Southern Hills for this month's Open, says the 
USGA places a premium on ball striking and 
putting. Greens are the great equalizer in the 
Open, he says. 

While greens built on new courses - with 
a sand base and turfgrass sometimes 
cropped to a mere 1/10th inch - have slopes 
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