






Seed Supplies 

CULTIVAR MARKETER AVA!LABILITY PRICE 

Bentgrass (continued) 
Cato Pickseed West B S 
Century ABT/Burlingham B S 
CEO International Seed B S 
Cobra International Seed C S 
Crenshaw ABT/Lofts A S 
Grand Prix Lesco C S 
Imperial ABT/Burlingham C s 
L-93 ABT/Lofts B s 
Lopez ABT/Zajac B s 
Mariner Pickseed West C s 
National Pickseed West C s 
Penncross Tee-2-Green B s 
Penneagle Tee-2-Green B s 
PennLinks Tee-2-Green B s 
Penn G-2 Lesco B s 
Princeville Lesco B s 
ProCup Scotts A L 
Putter Jacklin/Medalist B s 
Southshore ABT/Lofts A s 
SR 1020 Seed Research B s 
SR 1119 Seed Research B s 
Tiger International Seed B s 
Tracenta Advanta L H 
Trueline Turf Merchants C S 
Viper International Seed B L 

Testing debate continues!Continued from page 41 
In Florida, for example, where the certification program fell by the way-

side, inferior quality seed prompted some turf managers to file lawsuits 
against seed companies after it was allegedly determined that a few Florida 
seed producers had sold turfgrass seed using fraudulent certification tags 
from Georgia, says John Mascara, a turfgrass consultant with Coral Gables, 
Fla-based Turf-Tec International. 

Such stories are enough to make any superintendent wonder if the 
seed inside bags truly correlates with whafs on the tags. Is an independent 
test from a third-party testing lab necessary to be certain about quality? The 
answer to that question varies depending on who you talk to in the industry. 

Ifs no surprise that reputable seed companies stand by their products, as 
well as their production, testing and certification processes - from seed 
stock and field inspections to harvesting, conditioning, and on to final bag-
ging and tagging. In fact, some seed company executives note that recent in-
dustry consolidation has been a boon for end users because an improved 
profit structure has allowed companies to concentrate on higher quality prod-
ucts, additional research and a more stable grower contracting situation. 

But even many seed companies are taking a closer look at their quality 
assurance programs. "What some companies are doing is taking larger 
sample sizes and even growing the material out to ensure that ifs clean," 
says Rick Elyea, Tee-2-Green turfgrass consultant in Hubbard, Ore. 

Continued from page 41 
Says Tubbs, "We figured we might be able to count 20 million 

pounds of carryover on a 200-million-pound crop, but our crop is late 
this year and I'm practically out of perennial because of the carryover 
I've already shipped." 

As sunny as this year's harvest appears, there are some clouds. 
"The traditional northern turfgrass varieties of (Kentucky) blue-

grass and fine fescues will be in tight supply this year," says Mike Baker, 
senior vice president for Pennington's Oregon division. "The market 
has responded accordingly to small harvests across the seed industry 
of Kentucky bluegrass and creeping red fescue with significant price 
increases in these varieties." 

Ronnie Stapp, executive vice president of Pennington's seed divi-
sion, blames hot, dry weather in eastern Washington for the less-than-
stellar bluegrass crops. As for the creeping red fescues, Stapp says 
that farmers over-produced these varieties several years ago, driving 
down the price. Many of the farmers diverted their fields to other crops 
as a result, but last season there was large usage of creeping reds, there-
fore the shortages. 

Similar market forces — but on a much larger scale — played into 
this year's mosdy favorable seed harvest. More farmers in the Willamette 
Valley grew grass seed this season because of depressed prices in 
commodities like corn and wheat. 

"Agriculture is generally in the tank," said International Seeds' Do-
zler. "Consequendy, a number of farmers jumped into grass seed pro-
duction." Dozler sees a buyer's market, particularly for varieties used 
in overseeding. • 

Ron Hall is managing editor of Landscape Management, Golfdoms 
sister publication. 

Few people in the industry question testing labs, which operate under 
guidelines set by the International Seed Testing Association, the Association 
of Official Seed Certifying Agencies and the Association of Official Seed 
Analysts, among other non-profit organizations. But in recent years con-
cerns have surfaced about the small amounts of seed being tested. At least 
some say larger samples should be tested to better gauge seed quality. 

Levy says it was the USGA Green Section that alerted his company to 
potential problems about five years ago after courses that were supposedly 
planted with clean seed began experiencing problems. "USGA officials 
wanted to find out if the seed was the source," he says. 

Now Seed Technology is recommending increased seed-testing 
amounts of about 50 grams to better uncover potential problems. But Levy 
admits most certification labs aren't equipped to handle the extra amounts. 

"We're talking about making a pretty major jump, from 2.5 grams -
about a tablespoon - to 50 grams, or about a tenth of a pound." Depending 
on an analyst's experience, such seed tests could require more time and ex-
pense, increasing from about one or two hours to several days and from 
$50 to as much as $500 or even $ 1,000. 

Says Skip Lynch, technical agronomist for Corvallis, Ore.-based Seed 
Research of Oregon: "If you need to be sure that the seed is clean, addi-
tional sampling can be done using larger sizes. But that costs money, and 
those costs will no doubt be reflected in your final price." • 
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