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ON THE COVER 
The view from the rear of the 
clubhouse at Augusta National 
Golf Club is one of the most pic-
turesque scenes in golf. The 
southern styling of the club-
house is the perfect setting for 
leisurely lunches and dinners 
served with the finest china and 
silver and a view of the course's 
9th hole. Near the clubhouse are 
a number of "cabins" of the 
same design where members, 
many from out-of-state, stay 
during visits. The use of the word 
"cabins" is strictly a habit from 
over the years, because they are 
styled in a manner similar to the 
clubhouse, and are large enough 
to comfortably house members 
and guests in fine form. The 
clubhouse is surrounded by 
many beautiful trees, and these 
trees and the trees on the course 
come into bloom right about the 
time of the Masters giving the 
tournament a lush background. 

APRIL IN A U G U S T A April is Masters month. All of golf's eyes turn to Augusta National Golf Club in 
Georgia for the premier event on the pro golf tour. The aura and traditionalism of the Masters and 
Augusta has been fully covered over the years since the even began in 1934. But when it comes right 
down to it, nothing is more important than the turf upon which the event is played. Bubba Luke is the 
superintendent at Augusta, and in an exclusive interview with GOLFDOM, explained how he keeps the 
course in top shape 8 

C L U B REPAIR: LET 'S T A L K A B O U T B A S I C S Will the recession finally hit the pro shop this 
year? If it does, more golfers might be buying fewer new clubs and will get the old ones fixed up. A 
hedge against a tight money situation, pros might turn to club repair as a needed boost to cash flow. 
The basics are simple. Expert Ralph Maltby explains them and looks at repair in length 14 

E V E R Y T H I N G Y O U A L W A Y S W A N T E D YOUR S H O P TO BE El Paso Country Club Pro Bill 
Eschenbrenner had a chance to do what every pro wishes he could. The club committee had decided 
to build a new pro shop from the ground up, and Eschenbrenner was in on the planning right from the 
start to build the kind of shop he always wanted 2 0 

W H A T DOES T E N N I S COST? W H A T IS IT WORTH? More and more people are beginning to 
play tennis, and the game is becoming of more consequence at country clubs across the country. If 
you are thinking of adding tennis courts to your club, or expanding facilities you already have, here is 
thelateston construction and costs 24 

W E E D C O N T R O L : A N E X A C T S C I E N C E Chemical weed control has advanced turf manage-
ment immeasurably in recent years. Rutgers University Professor Dr. Ralph E. Engel warns that care-
less use of herbicides has done more harm to the grass than many superintendents have realized. He 
lays out an efficient and safe program for weed control on golf courses 27 

RIGHT IN YOUR O W N B A C K YARD Turf repair costs seem toget higher every day. Convenience 
and cost cutting could be utilized by the superintendent by starting his own course nursery. Jim 
Converse reports on the feasibility and advantages of such a project 32 

L I T T L E SHOP, B IG PROFIT A Florida pro turns a converted house trailer into a four-wheel pro 
shop. Crammed with merchandise and selling innovations, the shop has turned over its inventory 
three times since last September and currently has a $35,000 inventory on hand. Senior Editor Herb 
Graffis reports on the mobile home operation 36 
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ĤERB 
GBffFIS 

SWINGING GROUND GOLF 
Required reading for golf busi-
nessmen: The 81st a n n u a l report of 
the execu t ive c o m m i t t e e of the 
U S G A must be cons idered required 
reading by anyone w h o claims to 
k n o w — or should k n o w — golf 
business. 

T h e U S G A repor t is for persons 
w h o are officially cert i f ied, or think 
they should be, as golf pros, club 
managers and superintendents. It is 
the A B C ' s and a preview of the 
higher learning for those needed and 
ambi t ious young men w h o are get-
t ing e d u c a t e d fo r h a p p y , p ros -
perous and secure careers in golf. It 
is a basic schoolbook for those in 
the P G A , C M A A and the many 
agr icul tural schools with which the 
G C S A A is associated. 

The golf m a n u f a c t u r i n g com-
pany executive who has no t read this 
r e p o r t may no t k n o w w h a t he 
should about his m a r k e t . By the 
way, the U S G A policy on the un-
iversal ball saved s o m e m a n u -
fac turers enough , so these manu-
fac turers can spare the t ime to read 
the U S G A report . 

T h e U S G A is the best-directed 
a n d o p e r a t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n in 
Amer ican sports t oday — perhaps 
in world sports . For na t iona l public 
service and usefulness to the ama-
t e u r s a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l s a n d 
businessmen in the game , it governs 
with consent of the governed, and 
there is not a spor ts body anywhere 
nearly as good for the count ry and 
its spor t as the U S G A . 

Everywhere one ' s eyes go in the 
s p o r t s scene, the U S G A l o o k s 
bet ter . It has kept a m a t e u r as well as 
p ro golf growing and heal thy. Yet, 
as the most useful and bes t -opera ted 
o rgan iza t ion in spor ts , the U S G A 
lost $49,291 last year . T h e differ-
ence in the bo t tom lines, while pain-
ful, is not dangerous as the U S G A 
has a b o u t $560,000 in the sock for a 
quick snatch and a b o u t $900,000 in 
o the r assets. 

The 1974 U S G A deficit can be 
explained in s imple terms — t o o 
m a n y freeloaders . However , the de-
crease of 1974 t o u r n a m e n t income 
over expenses f r o m figures of the 
previous year accounted for 40,208 
of the 1974 red ink. In 1974, the 
U S G A Green Section deficit in-
creased $30,598. The Green Section 
expenses were $364,113. Income f rom 
Green Section tu r fgrass service was 
$261,065. Green Section service is 
t he b igges t b a r g a i n any s p o r t s 
o rganiza t ion — amateu r or p ro -
fessional — gives its players and 
public . 

The t reasurer ' s figures can only 
tell a small par t of the U S G A story. 
Services con t r ibu ted without charge 
by officials and commi t tee member s 
mean time, bra ins and results in the 
mil l ions for the benefi t of all golfers. 

T o know golf business, read the 
U S G A annual repor t . 

Experience teaches how to bal-
ance inflation: there are indicat ions 
the necessity for economies in golf 
course opera t ion is not proving to 
be the terrible p rob lem it th rea t -
ened to be. 

The Green Section annual meet-
ing in New York drew a record 
a t t endance of m o r e than 500 and 
w i t h i t s k e y n o t e of e c o n o m y 
b rough t out ideas for improving the 
playing condi t ions , housekeeping 
and labor , mach ine and mater ia ls 
m a n a g e m e n t at courses with econo-
mies to offset inf la t ion. The t radi-
t ional ingenuity of the golf course 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s eems to s u r f a c e 
every t ime there is an economic 
p inch . Things tha t seems to be un-
bea tab le — things like higher prices 
for fertilizer, insecticides and herbi-
cides essential to course condi t ion 
— seem to be handled wi thout 
de ter iora t ion of the courses. In some 
way experience a p p e a r s to be nearly 
keeping inflat ion in balance with the 
budge t . 

to page 55 



"I'VE NOTICED ON P.G.A. COURSES I'VE 

PLAYED THAT HARD USE AREAS SEEDED 

IN MANHATTAN PERENNIAL RYEGRASS 

HOLD UP BETTER, LOOK BETTER AND 

PLAY BETTER THAN OTHER GRASSES. . 

Fitzsimons on Manhattan 
TURF-TYPE 

PERENNIAL 
RYEGRASS 
• GREAT FOR HARD 

USE AREAS 

• UNIFORM DARK 
GREEN COLOR 

• FINE TEXTURED— 
BLENDS WELL WITH 
OTHER GRASSES 

Manhattan Perennial Ryegrass was selected and 
developed by Dr. C. Reed Funk, Rutgers University. 
Manhattan develops a uniform dark green leafy, 
dense turf with leaf blades as fine as many Kentucky 
bluegrasses. 

Pat Fitzsimons, in winning the Glen Campbell Los Angeles Open 
at Riviera CC, Calif., Feb. 20-23, set a new course record of 64 
for a single round and tied Ben Hogan's record for this event. 
Fitz, above, tees off on the No. 1 Manhattan tee at Salem Golf 
Club course, Salem, Ore., where he previously tied the world 
record score of 58 on a 6,000 yard course. 

Certif ied Manhattan is grown by the 

MANHATTAN RYEGRASS 
GROWERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 415 • Hubbard, Oregon 97032 

ITS KID 
PROOF 

I I I I I I 
u m m i 

EXCLUSIVE MARKETING AGENT 

WHITNEY-DICKINSON SEEDS, 
INCORPORATED 
52 Leslie Street • Buffalo, New York 14240 
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C/IPRIL IN C/IUGUSTJI 

WHAT MAKES THE MASTERS GREEN? 
A u g u s t a N a t i o n a l G o l f C l u b in 
G e o r g i a m a y not be the t o u g h e s t 
course on the p r o golf t ou r . But the 
M a s t e r s T o u r n a m e n t he ld t h e r e 
every Apr i l is p r o b a b l y t h e goal 
mos t p r o s have at the t o p of their 
win list. G a r y Player won it last year 
and has cal led A u g u s t a t he best-
c o n d i t i o n e d cou r se he h a v e ever 
p layed. 

" B u b b a " Luke app rec i a t e s tha t 
c o m m e n t . H e has m o r e than a pass-
ing in te res t in the M a s t e r s and 
A u g u s t a , b e c a u s e the cou r se p r o s 
say has the t rues t lies a n d the best 

p u t t i n g sur faces is h is responsi -
bil i ty. Bubba , o r J a m e s F . if you a re 
be ing f o r m a l , is t he s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
at A u g u s t a . 

" I ' d be lying if I said the re 
w a s n ' t m o r e p re s su re he re t h a n at 
o t h e r c o u r s e s , " L u k e t o l d 
G O L F D O M . " I ' m n o t t rying to 
s o u n d b o a s t f u l or a n y t h i n g , the fact 
is t h a t we have m o r e p r o b l e m s here 
b e c a u s e of the Mas t e r s . S o m e th ings 
h a v e t o be d o n e d i f f e r en t ly because 
of t he Mas t e r s ; it c o m e s d o w n to 
h a v i n g the course b e t t e r - m a n i c u r e d 
t h a n m o s t . Had ley (his r i gh t -hand 

m a n , Had ley P l e m m o n s ) a n d I d o n ' t 
h a v e a n y t h i n g o n m o s t s u p e r -
in t enden t s , we d o n ' t do a n y t h i n g 
m o s t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s c o u l d n ' t d o , 
b u t o u r s t a n d a r d s have to be a l i t t le 
h ighe r because of t he M a s t e r s . " 

B u b b a grew u p on golf courses . 
His f a the r , M a r i o n I. Luke , w a s 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t at t h e course fo r 15 
y ea r s a f t e r W o r l d W a r T w o . T h e n 
he m o v e d to Vice Pres ident N e l s o n 
Rocke fe l l e r ' s c o u r s e in Pue r to Rico . 

But back to B u b b a . He has been 
at A u g u s t a five years , th ree as h e a d 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , n o t t o m e n t i o n 14 
yea r s w o r k i n g a t t he Mas te r s . He is 
obv ious ly d o i n g s o m e t h i n g r ight . 
H e r e a re s o m e of t he main p o i n t s 
m a d e by L u k e in an interview with 
G O L F D O M . 

All pr ices a re u p an average of 20 
pe rcen t this year , b u t you d o w h a t 
y o u can ; he t h i n k s he has a t o p -
n o t c h i r r iga t ion sys tem, a n d at-
t r i bu t e s m u c h of his success t o t h a t 
sys tem; u p k e e p of t he greens is t he 
m o s t visible p a r t of his j o b , a n d with 
th is in m i n d he b u y s new greens 
m o w e r s every t h r ee years ; he is big 
o n soil s amples , a n d does no t u n d e r -
s t a n d h o w a s u p e r i n t e n d e n t can 
t h i n k he is d o i n g his bes t j o b 
w i t h o u t t h e m ; he fert i l izes his fa i r -
w a y s m o n t h l y , a n d does o ther th ings 
he can d o b e c a u s e his course is 
c l o s e d f r o m J u n e t h r o u g h 
S e p t e m b e r . But c o m e M a r c h 1 the re 
is n o busier m a n t h a n B u b b a — 
p r e p a r i n g for the M a s t e r s to be held The clubhouse of Augusta National Golf Club 
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James "Bubba" Luke, superintendent at Augusta National 



C/IPRIL IN C/IuGUSm continued 

in mid-Apr i l — and he says he could 
not d o the j ob he does wi thou t his 
ha rd -work ing crew. 

A u g u s t a totals 365 acres with 
130 acres mainta ined by Luke and 
his crew. This consists of the main 
18-hole course, plus a par- three , 
nine-hole course that sponsors local 
t o u r n a m e n t s every Wednesday . 

The course is a 328 Bermuda 
hybrid base overseeded with "Penn-
f i n e " p e r e n n i a l ryegrass on the 

greens and tees, and with " P e n n -
l a w n " fescue on the fairways. This 
year is the first A u g u s t a has gone to 
" F e l d s p a r " sand in its t raps, the 
same sand used by Vance Price at 
Tang lewood Golf C l u b , in N o r t h 
Caro l ina , site of last year 's P G A 
C h a m p i o n s h i p . Luke says he has 
got ten at least 100 requests f r o m 
o t h e r s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s a b o u t his 
sand . More than 40,000 azaleas are 
p lan ted t h r o u g h o u t the course for 

color , in addi t ion to the o ther 17 
plants for which the 18 holes are 
named . There are no car pa ths on 
the course. 

Luke utilizes a T o r o a u t o m a t i c 
irrigation system which has the cap-
ability of water ing greens, tees and 
fairways separately. He has 725 
heads total on the par- three and the 
main course. O n e of his workers , 
Herb Turner , is t rained to t rouble-
shoot the system, and spends mos t 
of his work week providing main -
tenance for the system. continued 

42 YEARS AT THE MASTERS 
Probably the bes t -known shot in all 
golf t o u r n a m e n t history occurred in 
t he f o u r t h r o u n d of t h e 1935 
Masters . G e n e Sarazen holed out 
the 15th hole with a 220-yard, four 
wood shot for a double eagle. The 
s t roke enabled him to tie Craig 
W o o d for first place, and then set 
the s tage for his u l t imate victory in a 
p l a y - o f f r o u n d . B r u c e D e v l i n 
became the only other player in 
Masters history to score a double 
eagle when he also holed ou t on his 
second shot using a four wood on 
the par-f ive 8th hole dur ing the first 
r ound of the 1967 Masters . 

T h e youngest player to win the 
Masters was Jack Nick laus in 1963 
a t t h e a g e of 23. T h e s e c o n d 
younges t was Byron Nelson in 1937 
at the age of 25 and two months , 
and the third was G a r y Player in 
1961 a t age 25 and five m o n t h s . 

Cra ig W o o d shot an 88 in the 
first r o u n d of the 1936 t o u r n a m e n t , 
then scored 67 in the second — a dif-
ference of 21 strokes. 

F rank Walsh used up 12 s t rokes 
on the 8th hole in 1935. H e r m a n 
Barron took an 11 on the 16th in 
1950 and D o w Finsterwald took an 
11 on the 12th in 1951. 

H e r m a n Reiser three-put ted the 
18th green on the final r o u n d of the 
1946 t o u r n a m e n t , thereby opening 
the d o o r for Ben Hogan to over take 
him. But H o g a n , a l though he had a 
good chance to score a birdie tha t 
would have given him the cham-
pionship by a one-s t roke margin , 
also three-put ted — leaving Keiser 
in sole possession of first place. 

Dur ing the first r ound of the 
1947 t o u r n a m e n t , J immy Demare t 
played a sho t out of deep water in 
f ront of the 15th green. T h e ball 

c a m e to rest within f o u r feet of the 
pin and Demare t holed ou t for a bir-
die. He went on to win the t ou rna -
men t . 

Dur ing the third r o u n d of the 
1953 Masters , C o u n t de Bendern 
(bet ter known as J o h n n y de Forest) 
f o u n d his ball lodged in the bank of 
the b r o o k in f ron t of the 13th green. 
Af t e r carefully surveying the situa-
t ion, Johnny decided, a l though the 
s t ream was runn ing r a the r full, tha t 
he could play the ball. The reupon he 
s t r ipped off his left shoe and sock 
and rolled his pan t s a b o v e his knee. 
J o h n n y next, very careful ly , planted 
the bare foot on the bank and 
s tepped into the deep wa te r with his 
well-shod right foo t . T h e spectators 
w h o witnessed this inc ident will long 
r emember the look of increduli ty on 
t he a f f a b l e C o u n t ' s f ace as he 
realized what he had done . 

Whi le playing the fou r th round 
in 1954, A1 Besselink hit his tee shot 
into the water on the 12th. Finding 
tha t the ball had c o m e to rest on a 
small s andba r in mids t r eam, A1 
waded out to the spot and succeeded 
in playing his ball to the green. 
Then , fol lowing the unconsc ious 
dic ta te of long habi t , he carefully 
s m o o t h e d out the indent ion he had 
made , leaving an unblemished sand-
bar for the next golfer . 

Ca ry M i d d l e c o f f s pu t t for an 
eagle at the 13th hole du r ing the se-
cond r o u n d of the 1955 Masters was 
es t imated , by c o m m o n consent of 
Middlecof f and the wri ters , at 75 
feet in length. T h a t this is a conser-
vative es t imate may be j udged by the 
fact tha t one writer, w h o paced off 
the dis tance, arrived at a f igure of 86 
feet. Cons ider ing tha t there are 
relatively few greens in existence big 

enough to even permi t a put t of this 
length, M i d d l e c o f f s must go down 
in golf history as one of the all- t ime 
long put t s of m a j o r league compet i -
t ion . 

G e n e Sarazen and George Faz io 
were first off the tee in the final 
r o u n d of the 1947 t o u r n a m e n t . They 
f inished the 18 holes in one hou r and 
57 minutes , G e n e scoring 70. In 
1960 Geo rge Bayer and Jack Fleck 
went a r o u n d in one hour and 52 
minu tes and m a d e scores of 72 and 
74. 

T w o fine golfers encountered 
a lmos t incredible difficulties dur ing 
the four th round of the 1951 tou rna -
men t . Sam Snead began the day tied 
with Skee Riegel for the lead with 
211 but went f rom a third round 68 
to a four th round 80. Surprising as 
t h i s w a s , W i l l i a m ( D y n a m i t e ) 
G o o d l o e , Jr . s tar ted the same r o u n d 
l e a d i n g t h e a m a t e u r f ie ld b u t 
fol lowed his 72 of the previous day 
with a concluding 88. 

Ed Oliver, Jr . and Hogan waged 
a classic medal play duel when they 
were paired together on the third 
day of the 1953 Masters . F r o m the 
m o m e n t Oliver birdied the first hole, 
the twosome p roduced some of the 
mos t spectacular golf ever seen at 
Augus ta . Hogan shot 32-34-66 to 
Oliver 's 34-33-67. T h e best ball 
score for the two was 31-29-60. 

In 1957 Byron Nelson put his tee 
shot into the water at the 16th hole, 
then hit t ing a second ball b rough t 
off a superb seven-iron shot. The 
ball struck the f lagpole squarely, 
a b o u t a foot above the cup and 
b o u n c e d b a c k i n t o t h e w a t e r . 
Nelson said this was the only t ime in 
his career he had had a shot strike a 
pin and end up in a water h a z a r d . • 




