
P E N D I N G F E D E R A L BILLS 
M A Y A F F E C T C L U B S 

Washington watchers know that in 
the first 90 days of every session of 
Congress a great many pieces of 
leg is la t ion a re i n t r o d u c e d . The 
93d Congress is no exception; over 
6,500 bills had been brought before 
the House by early April and more 
than. 1,500 had been introduced in 
the Senate. 

What is unusual this year is that 
so many of these bills may have a di-
rect or at least peripheral effect on 
golf clubs. 

Many of them, of course, may not 

pass this or any session of Con-
gress . O t h e r m e a s u r e s will be 
amended or altered, so that their 
impact on clubs will be greatly re-
duced, even eliminated. It is a good 
idea, however, to be aware of these 
potent ial laws. They could affect 
the conduct or opera t ion of your 
club or golf course. Consider these 
important areas. 
MINIMUM WAGE : The House Gen-
eral Labor Subcommittee is com-
pleting work on two bills: HR 2831 
(Er lenborn , R-Ill .) and H R 4757 
(Dent, D-Pa.). The former would in-
crease wages to $2.10 in two years, 

the latter to $2.20 in one year. Be-
cause of the makeup of the com-
mittee, it is likely that HR 4757 
will be the vehicle for markup and 
although it is likely that many seg-
ments of HR 2831 will be intro-
duced as a m e n d m e n t s f rom the 
House floor, it was evident from the 
hearings on the bill that a spirit of 
compromise prevails and that there 
will be an increase in the minimum 
wage. 
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY & HEALTH 
ACT: Over 20 bills have been intro-
duced in the House and the Senate; 
most are designed to expedite in-
spections and relieve the burden 
the present act places on employers. 
Of these, S 1147 (Dominick, R-
Co lo . ) is rece iv ing the mos t 
publicity, although S 1249 (Curtis, 
R-Neb.) and HR 5996 (Steiger, R-
Wis.) go even further in their special 
treatment for smaller business or-
ganizations, including private golf 
clubs. 
TOXIC SUBSTANCES : There are a host 
of bills currently before Congress 
t h a t are c o n c e r n e d with the en-
vironment, plus a whole new set of 

continued on page 58 

Announcing...our winning twosome for 73! 
Question: " H o w can we get a junior golf program started in our 

communi ty . . . at our club . . . at our school? And 
how can we bui ld upon this program to satisfy the 
needs of all our youngsters?" 

Answer: "Nat ional Golf Foundat ion's new publ icat ion, 

PLANNING AND CONDUCTING 
JUNIOR GOLF PROGRAMS" 

For the recreation director , golf professional, 
school administrator — a straight-forward, prac-
tical message presenting the concept of junior 
gol f , how to develop junior golf in schools, 
communit ies, at individual golf courses; or a 
distr ict junior golf association. Lists resource 
centers for further assistance. 

2 50 Postage paid if 
check accom-
panies order. 

Question: "As golf chairman, where can I f ind a practical guide 
to tournament formats and specific planning pro-
cedures?" 

Answer: "Nat ional Golf Foundation's newly revised publica-
t ion. 

PLANNING AND CONDUCTING 
COMPETITIVE GOLF EVENTS" 

Organizational procedures for conducting all types of 
golf tournaments for all ages; basic informat ion all 
tournament chairmen should know, handicapping the 
unhandicapped; how to make pairings, major tourna-
ment procedure; club level tournament planning; team 
and league play; junior and senior programs; school 
team compet i t ion; tournament golf for business meet-
ings or conventions; over 90 special events. 

Q . 0 0 
Postage paid if 
check accom-
panies order. 

Also available in the 5-publication Gol f Teaching K i t , 
containing Golf Instructor's Guide, Golf Lessons, How 
To Improve Your Gol f , Easy Way to Learn Golf Rules. 
Kit price: $6.00. 10 or more Kits, $5.50 each. 

— NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION 
707 MERCHANDISE MART, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60654 
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I F . . . 
Y O U O W N OR 
O P E R A T E A: 

Pro Shop 
Golf Course 

Driving Range 
Par-3 Course 

Miniature Course 

. . . S E N D N O W , 
FOR OUR 

N e w 1973 6 4 - p a g e 
Who lesa le rs C a t a l o g 

of Golf Suppl ies 
B a l l s , c l u b s , c l u b r e p a i r s u p p l i e s , t e e s , 

m a t s , p a i l s , m a r k e r s , r e t r i e v e r s , go l f 
b a g s , o b s t a c l e s , b a l l w a s h e r s , ba l l 

p i c k e r s , e l e c t r i c b u g k i l l e rs , b a l l 
s t r i p i n g & p a i n t i n g , s u p p l i e s , g r i p s , 

n e t s , s h o e s & a c c e s s o r i e s , u m b r e l l a s 
. . . a n d m o r e ! 

For more information circle number 145 on card 

MONTEX 
GOLF CAR 

One of the best fleet golf cars on the 
market today is now available to 
golf car dealers and golf course 
owners throughout the co.untry. 
Starting from zero in 1971, in 
Florida, we almost matched our 
competition the first year and out-
sold all the golf car companies in 
our territory by better than 2 to 1 
in 1972 (list of sales available by 
written request). 
Montex Golf Car production has 
increased enough so now you can 
have this golf car on your golf 
course. Join the winner. Call 
(305-395-4414) or write for further 
information. 

L e w M o n t g o m e r y , Inc. 
145 N. W. 20th St ree t 
Boca Ra ton , Flor ida 3 3 4 3 2 

For more information circle number 172 on card 

POA ANNUA: CONTINUED 
RESEARCH 

Research notes—the Poa annua 
problem. G.S. Harris. 1972. New 
Zealand Institute for Turf Culture 
Newsletter N. 78. pp. 54-55. (from 
the New Zealand Institute for Turf 
Culture. P.O. Box 725, Palmers ton, 
North, New Zealand). 

The paper describes some experi-
ments conducted on a bowling green 
in New Zealand concerning annual 
bluegrass seed production. The ap-
proach involved the collection of 
seed by means of a large commer-
cial vacuum machine, which was op-
erated over the entire surface of a 
full size bowling green at intervals 
of two to three weeks for a four-
month period during prime seed 
production. The seed, sawdust and 
surface debris were removed by the 
machine and collected in a large fil-
ter bag. The collected material was 
subsequently run through a seed 
cleaning machine and a subsample 
counted to determine the number of 
seeds present. Appropriate calcula-
tions were made to determine the 
total number of seeds removed by 
this method. 

The results show that there were 
roughly 5 V2 million seeds removed 
from the bowling green area during 
a four month period, equivalent to 
approximately 2 V2 seeds per square 
inch. This represents the number of 
seeds left in the immediate surface 
area after a substantial number of 
seeds had been removed by the 
mowing operation involving a catch-
er. Thus, a sizable quantity of an-
nual bluegrass seed will accumulate 
over a period of years. To confirm 
this situation another experiment 
was conducted to determine the 
number of annual bluegrass seeds 
buried in the surface soil zone of 
the bowling green. Counts from the 
same green indicated that there 
were approximately 72 seeds per 

surface square inch present in the 
top one inch of the soil. Approxi-
mately 50 per cent of these seeds 
were within one-quarter inch of the 
surface. 
Comments: The above paper illus-
trates the prolific seed production 
capability of annual bluegrass (Poa 
annua L.). An earlier study in west-
ern British Columbia showed that 
one annual bluegrass plant pro-
duced 360 seeds between May and 
August. Extensive seed production 
can occur even at a cutting height 
of 0.25 inch. In the United States, 
seed production of annual blue-
grass occurs throughout the entire 
year, but is most prolific during the 
month of May when flower develop-
ment can reduce the quality of the 
putting green surface. 

Not only is annual bluegrass a 
prolific seed producer, but it also 
has the unique capability to ripen 
and produce viable seeds within one 
to two days after pollination. It 
should also be kept in mind that not 
all strains of annual bluegrass are 
comparable in terms of prolific 
seed production. There are peren-
nial, creeping types that have min-
imal seed production, and the seed 
that is produced has a limited dor-
mancy factor. This contrasts with 
the annual, bunch types, which are 
extremely prolific seed producers 
with a high percentage of the seed 
possessing a dormancy factor. The 
term "dormancy factor" means that 
the seed can remain in the soil for 
an extended period of time, even un-
der favorable moisture and temper-
ature conditions, without germina-
tion occurring. This characteristic 
along with the prolific seed produc-
tion and capability to produce vi-
able seed within one to two days af-
ter pollination enable annual blue-
grass to survive and persist under a 
wide range of environmental, soil 
and cultural conditions. • 



RIDE HAUL T O W 
(seat for two) (500 pounds gross) (pulls like a mule!) 

Snowco's variable speed, torque converter drive converts the 
output of an 8 HP engine into almost unbelievable power for 
hauling and towing over all terrain. 
Wide low pressure tires protect turf from compaction or other 
damage; and, at the same time, enable the Power-Kart to buck 
through mud and sand. 
Save hundreds of dollars in time plus (as compared with larger 
vehicles) original cost, maintenance and operating costs. 

NAME 
TITLE 

CLUB 

SEND COUPON 
TODAY! 

THE 
/ SNOW COMPANY 

Division of Beatrice Foods Co. 
^ 4377 McKinley Omaha, Nebraska 68112 

Please send illustrated folder on the Power-Kart. 

ADDRESS-
CITY. .STATE. 

Check if dealer • 

For more information circle number 185 on card 

_ZIP_ 

POWER-KART 
the great new low-cost way to 



Mallinckrodt 

B R A N D T U R F F U N G I C I D E 

IS YOUR POSITIVE 
CONTROL...BOTH 
PREVENTIVE A N D ' 
CURATIVE! 9 1 

Once the early 
morning combination of ^ ^ 
temperature and relative humidity i ^ m ^ M 
exceeds 150° , the Pythium season already 
h a s started! KOBAN is the most effective Pythium contro l known, when used either preventively 
or curatively. Even if Pythium already has started, a single KOBAN application wil l stop it . . . and 
keep it control led . . . for 5 to 10 days! KOBAN can be used any t ime, day or night, because it's 
not light sensitive. Don' t wait for the Pythium season, plan your prevention program now, with 
KOBAN! Get it f rom your Mal l inckrodt distr ibutor today! 

Ask your distributor for free Mallinckrodt booklet 
J ^ H ^ ^ t N H ^ ^ ^ MALLINCKRODT CHEMICAL WORKS Tur f 

I • i 'Lou,s B E S Improvement and 
^ • • • • • r • Jersey Ci ty • L o s A n g e l e s • M o n t r e a l " P r o t e c t OH 

System 

F o r more information circle number 1 7 6 on card 



W H A T ? N O P E N S I O N ? 
A good f r i end of long s t a n d i n g , a 
ret ired golf cour se supe r in t enden t 
now living in F lor ida , wro te t o me 
r e c e n t l y . A f t e r 26 y e a r s o f d e -
voted service t o his c lub ( a n d he had 
m a n y good years of service le f t ) he 
was " r e t i r e d , " actual ly d i smissed , 
w i t h o u t a p e n s i o n of any k i n d . I 
know the m a n and I k n o w the c lub . 
H e i n t r o d u c e d i n n o v a t i o n s in 
equ ipmen t , fert i l izers, g r o u n d cov-
ers and m a n y o ther th ings . W h a t I 
don ' t u n d e r s t a n d is how the busi-
nessmen fo r w h o m he w o r k e d could 
so cal lously tu rn him out t o pas-
ture wi thout the thank you and the 
cour tesy of s o m e sort of pens ion or 
e n d o w m e n t . It is a b i t l i k e u n -
harness ing t h e horse, o p e n i n g the 
pas tu re ga t e and giving h im a s lap 
on the r u m p . 

T h i s f r i e n d is u n d e r s t a n d a b l y 
bi t ter , s o f t - s p o k e n as he is. It is t oo 
late to t u r n back the clock fo r h im, 
but his exper ience , which is sha r ed 
by m a n y , should guide p resen t and 
f u t u r e n e g o t i a t i o n s b e t w e e n c l u b 
and s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . S u r e l y t h e r e 
must be s o m e guidel ines t h a t can 
help the new or old supe r in t enden t 
achieve a jus t and h o n o r a b l e con-
t rac t , which will help to sus t a in him 
w h e n he r e t i r e s . C l u b o f f i c i a l s 
should bow thei r heads in s h a m e if 
they do not insist upon s o m e such 
s t i p u l a t i o n in t h e c o n t r a c t . O n e 
may safely a s s u m e tha t nine ou t of 
10 b u s i n e s s m e n in t h e c l u b h a v e 
m a d e su re t h a t they will have a re-
t i rement income . Shou ldn ' t they al-
so d o the s a m e for one of their 
most devo ted employees? 

I have jus t ta lked with a n o t h e r 
good f r iend who has been at his c lub 
since it was built abou t 1952. H e has 
t r i e d t o n e g o t i a t e a r e t i r e m e n t 
benefi t fo r several years , but each 
t ime he is to ld tha t he is self ish in 
w a n t i n g s o m e t h i n g j u s t f o r h i m -

se l f . T h e s e s h o r t - s i g h t e d o f f i c i a l s 
one d a y will wonder , " W h y can ' t we 
a t t r a c t good m e n ? " T h e ho r se is not 
l ikely to be d r a w n to an e m p t y feed-
bag . 

MULTIPLE S O L U T I O N 

Q—In reviewing your Q's and A's, 
we see that on more than one occa-
sion you stress the value of white 
soluble sulfate of potash, which can 
be applied in water suspension. We 
note, too, that for putting greens, 
you seem to favor sprayable 
powdered ureaform. We can ob-
tain the UF powder, but can't find 
the sprayable sulfate of potash. If 
there any possibility that the UF 
people might supply the K<SOA 
along with their product or even in a 
m ixt ure? ( Virgin ia) 
A — R e c e n t con t ac t s with m a n u -
f a c t u r e r s of both p r o d u c t s give m e 
s t r o n g hope tha t the U F people will 
s u p p l y t h e s p r a y a b l e p o t a s h , t o o . 
O n e o u t f i t is c o n s i d e r i n g a 3-0-1 
ra t io mix of U F p o w d e r and spray-
a b l e ( n o c l o g ) p o t a s h . B e c a u s e 
s o m e cond i t ions d i c t a t e a d i f fe ren t 
ra t io (3-0-2 in s o m e cases) , it is im-
p o r t a n t to have the su l f a t e of pot-
ash on h a n d as a s e p a r a t e i tem. A s 
you a r e well aware , the big advan-
tage of sp rayab le p o w d e r s over 
g r a n u l a r p r o d u c t s is " n o m o w e r 
p i c k u p . " Sa fe ty also c o u n t s . 

W H E N T O A D D P? 

Q -On our IH hole course (sandy 
soil, very porous soil in the greens) 
we have what many golfers call 
"near perfect putting turf They 
putt true, are resilient without be 
ing spongy, a well-played shot holds 
very well and the color and texture 
are excellent. The grass is Penn-
cross, which is very responsive to 
our program. 

I want to outline the feeding pro 
gram and then ask the $64 question. 

continued on page M 

N e w , 
i m p o r t a n t i m p r o v e m e n t s 
t r u l y m a k e t h e 

Greensaire II 
t h e w o r l d ' s 
m o s t 
e f f i c i e n t 
a e r a t o r . 

Compl ies w i th O S H A 
safety requi rements 

The Greensaire II is completely 
redesigned. Sturdier, to withstand 
the constant punishment of aerat-
ing. Simplified, but mechanically 
improved construction lessens or 
eliminates many of the wear and 
part replacement characteristics of 
its predecessor. Performs better, 
longer, and with less maintenance. 

The Greensaire II removes 36 
clean cores from every square foot 
of turf. One pass relieves soil com-
paction, reduces thatch and an op-
tional attachment windrows cores 
for easy collection. Straight in and 
out penetrations. Holes are 3" deep 
and uniformly spaced on two inch 
centers. Different size tines for 
various ground conditions. You'll 
always get dependable, precision 
aerating. 

N E W ! * Functional axle location 
• Control positioning 
• Coring improvements 
• Better lubrication 
• Easy tine changing 
• Simplified chassis 

Write for detai led information. 

W h e n its t ime to rep lace 
w o r n out t ines it c a n b e 
quickly a n d easily d o n e 
wi thout the need of spe-
cial tools. Only an a l ien 
w r e n c h is necessary t o 
remove t h e t ines f r o m 
the c lamp-sty le holders . 

T h e contro ls on the new 
G r e e n s a i r e II have been 
re located to offer the 
o p e r a t o r t h e e a s i e s t 
poss ib le opera t ing po -
si t ions and m a x i m u m 
s a f e t y . M i n i m u m of 
s t re tch ing or bending . 

T U R F E Q U I P M E N T 
Outboard Marine Corporation 

1722 Cushman Drive 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 

73-R-3C 

For more information circle number 141 on card 



Here are some startling dollars and cents 
facts on what slow play is costing golf faci l i t ies—at a t ime when they can 

least afford it. And some courses refuse to tolerate it 

by DON 
Speeding up play has not become a crusade in the golf 
business yet, but an undercurrent among profession-
als, managers and course officials is gaining mo-
mentum. This is especially true in California where 
simple arithmetic proves the point. Because golf is 
mostly a year-round proposition there, multiplying 
the rounds sacrificed to slow play each weekend 
by 52 and affixing a dollar figure con 
stitutes strong testimony for "mov-
ing them out." 

One professional estimates that 
slow play costs the course $100 on 
an average Saturday in green fees 
alone, to say nothing of sales in the 
shop. The lower rate of play is reflected 
in lower returns from golf car rentals a 
practice range income, as well as in the food 
and drink concessions. 

Municipal and public play courses feel the 
impact of slow play most intensely, although 
private clubs are not immune. Appeal 
to a fickle public is the basis for 
success in a public play opera-
tion, whereas loyalty and in-
vestment often will cause 

CURLEE 
private club members to be more patient with the 
irritation of slow play. Of course, club members are 
likely to argue that they are more serious golfers 
(which may or may not cause them to play faster), 
with a lower percentage of beginners and hackers in 
their midst. 

Speeding up play is considered so important at 
Franklin Canyon GC, a privately owned, 

public play course about 25 miles 
northeast of San Francisco, that a 

radical starting procedure on the 
front and back nines at the same 
time is put into effect on weekends 

from March to October each year. 
Foursomes are started front and back 

from 6 a.m. until 8:06—144 players. The 
course is closed until 10:15, when the same pro-

cedure is repeated, another 144 players are 
started by 1 p.m., with the course closed until 

about 3:15 when it is opened to regular play. 
Marshaling coordinates the cross-over 

f rom one nine to the other two 
hours after starting. 

Owner Pat Markovich de-
scribes the results. 



"Knowing they must be back at the clubhouse in 
two hours puts a gentle pressure on our golfers that 
they seem to like—at least they respond well to it. 
Golfers don't want to spend five or six hours to play; 
they just seem to fall into the practice if something 
isn't done to encourage them. We think we've found 
the subtle persuader." This is the third year the sys-
tem has been practiced. 

Once the golfers are on their ways the profession-
als and staff members are free to spend adequate 
time with customers in the shop and in teaching. 
Regular players who come early for their starting 
times and drop-in customers appreciate the individ-
ual attention. Course management maintains a close 
communication with its men's club and other golf-
ers in the area, so few are surprised or unnecessarily 
disappointed when the system is put into effect. 

"The greatest evil of slow play is the loss of in-
come." Markovich says. "Every seven minutes we 
save represents $24 (four $6 green fees). Our income 
has improved in the past two years because of our 
double shift starting system, and the average time 
for 18 holes has dropped from 5 Vi hours to just over 
four hours." 

The example of the Los Angeles Recreation and 
Parks Department in its Go-Golf promotion two 
years ago gives further evidence that golfers want to 
play faster rounds and will respond when they are 
encouraged tactful ly. Golf Director Ray Goates 
feels the experiment in offering prizes and public 
recognition to foursomes playing in 3 Vi hours or 
less has had a lasting effect. Rounds at the city's 
courses are completed regularly in about 4 V2 hours 
now. and golfers themselves are eliminating many 
of the former causes for slower rounds. 

One of the lingering practices, which serves as a 
subtle reminder, is the posting of all lapsed times by 
foursomes at all city courses. Knowing they are be-
ing timed causes most golfers to eliminate many 
slow play habits. Distinctive plantings 150 yards 
from each green have been added at all city courses 
also to minimize the t ime required to compute 
yardage and select clubs. 

Goates says, "We consider it a major accomplish-
ment that we've reversed the trend toward longer 
rounds. It had us deeply concerned because we 
didn't see how we could accommodate the increas-
ing number of people who want to play. Go-Golf 
with its gimmicks made an issue out of the need to 
play faster and helped prove to golfers they can play 
faster and better." 

The 18 cups at the Rancho Park GC in Los Ange-
les have been equipped with automatic ball ejectors 
that toss balls back out of the cups three to six feet. 
Time saving is not as important here, from Goates' 
viewpoint, as-the traffic around the cup. " I t may 
allow us to change the cups every other day instead 
of every day ," he says, a practical application. 

Go-Golf has caused members of the men's and 
women's clubs at the courses in Los Angeles to con-
tinue to encourage faster play among themselves, 
through notices and editorial reminders in their 

bulletins and by calling attention to the need and 
recognition for consistently faster players. 

Knowing their golf clienteles is the key to two oth-
er operations, which have made noteworthy prog-
ress in keeping play moving. One is the privately 
owned, public play Riverside GC near San Jose and 
the other is the Sacramento Parks and Recreation 
Depar tment . Riverside has established a solid 
reputation for faster play. It is the home of the 
Four-Hour Club, a group golfers can join only if 
they prove they can complete a round in less than 
four hours. When strangers call for starting times, 
they are told it is the practice at Riverside to play in 
four hours or less. If they are beginners they usually 
admit it and take a later time. 

" W e find that most golfers want to play fast ," says 
Har ry Brown, co-manager at Riverside. " I t ' s a 
matter of education with new players; they don't 
get enough in format ion . I've found groups two 
holes behind the foursome ahead without realiz-
ing it. We try to spot the slow players very early in 
the round—by the third hole at the latest—and then 
inform them of the practice of playing rapidly." 

Brown says he expects that golf cars will be re-
quired soon at Riverside for groups who tee off be-
fore 8 a.m., and tournaments are never accepted on 
S a t u r d a y s be fo re 10:30—and then only if the 
group is know to play fast. 

At one point Brown, with his b r o t h e r . Bill, 
thought low handicappers were the faster players 
and restricted the early tee-off times on weekends 
to better players. They learned, however, that low 
scores and faster play are not synonymous, and they 
found that many of their regular high handicappers 
felt they were the victims of discrimination. 

As G O L F D O M talked with Brown, he spread out the 
r e se rva t ion sheet fo r the fo l lowing weekend , 
pointing to those he knows can set a fast pace or at 
least keep up and to those who bear watching and 
marshaling. The Browns believe that granting pre-
ferred starting times to members of their Four-Hour 
Club is going to enhance the reputation Riverside 
has established for faster play. 

In Sac ramen to Super intendent of Golf Dale 
Achondo says that slow play never has been a 
serious problem, but he knows why—his depart-
ment continually works to correct it. 

Reservations for weekend play are taken for the 
city's two 18-hole courses in person only at 6:30 
a.m. Tuesdays at the Park and Recreation Depart-
ment. Marshals from the two courses are in charge of 
sign-ups. They issue a receipt to each person in ex-
change for a $1 reservation fee. The receipt must be 
presented by the person who received it at the golf 
course on Saturday to claim the starting time. He 
can't ask a relative to stand in line for him. 

The two marshals, both good golfers and both in 
their jobs for long periods, know golfers well and 
they know their playing habits, fast or slow. Golfers, 
they find, are creatures of habit and like to take the 
same tee-off time each week. But when they get a 
newcomer in the early starters they know he bears 

continued on page IS 



SOD 
FOR 

GREENS AND TEES 

PENNCROSS BENT 
AND 

TORONTO C-15 BENT 
SOD or STOLONS 

ALSO 
FYLKING & WINDSOR 

Quality Growers for 22 years 

4 3 0 1 WEST FLOSSMOOR R O A D 
T INLEY PARK, ILL INOIS 6 0 4 7 7 

3 1 2 - 7 9 8 - 2 2 1 0 
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help 
each 

other. + the 
good 
neighbor. 

T h e A i u r i u n Red C r o M 

TOPS EVERYTHING YOU'VE EVER 
USED FOR GREENS & TEES 

Fights compaction. Reduces 
thatch. Combines perfect pore 
space and perfect drainage. 
Mixed to specifications for top 
dressing, rejuvenation, construc 
tion. Write for free brochure. 

D & R SUPPLY INC. 
Marshallville, Ohio 44645 

Phone (216) 855-3781 
For more information circle number 181 o n card 
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SLOW PLAY from page 17 

watching to avoid falling off the 
pace. Although the marshals are re-
spected for the i r own go l f ing 
abilities and knowledge, occasional-
ly they encounter golfers who 
simply can't respond to their en-
couragement to play faster. In these 
cases the marshals invite them to 
play at a later time or during the 
week and give them a rain check. 

"We lose revenue on repeat busi-
ness if we allow the rate of play to 
slow d o w n , " A c h o n d o explains. 
"Golfers in our area simply won't 
play courses where they must wait 
on every tee; they' l l drive a few 
miles to a less crowded course. We 
have to keep things moving or lose 
our players." 

The only complaints Achondo 
has received have been in the form 
of anonymous letters and phone 
calls. He always offers to make an 
appo in tment for the compla iner 
w i th the o f fend ing marshal , but 
none has ever materialized. "When 
the marshals encounter the types 
who argue that they paid to play and 
will go at the speed they want, they 
explain that they are making 150 
golfers behind them miserable, and 
that usually speeds things up." 

Achondo is convinced that the 
age, experience and approach of his 
marshals are a key to the system, 
and recommends strongly against 
trying to duplicate it with young 
marshals. Older golfers don't co-
operate well with young marshals. 

The classic story about the stub-
born I-paid-to-play syndrome in-
volves the Carmel Valley GC near 
Carmel, a private course offering 
nonpropr ie ta ry memberships. 
Several years ago when the course 
was new, President Ed Haber was 
having repeated con f ron ta t ions 
with one part icular member who 
regularly held up play. Haber's per-
sonal reminder to him at the turn 
one day brought a par t i cu la r l y 
indignant response, and even slower 
play on the back nine. Haber greeted 
him at the 18th green with a check 
for $3,600, at that time the price of 
his membership. 

The National G o l f Foundation 
has been a consistent advocate of 
faster play. West Coast representee 
for the N G F Buddy Johnson ex-
plains, "We're going to find our-
selves short of golf courses, so we 

must make the best use of those we 
have." Current N G F emphasis is 
on design, working with the parks 
and recreat ion personnel in 
municipal set-ups and encouraging 
gol f course architects to consider 
the speed of play as they design 
municipal and public play layouts. 
" W e encourage them to design 
shorter courses with less hazards 
wherever poss ib le—no t M i c k e y 
Mouse courses—but grass bunkers 
substituted for sand in some areas, 
part icular ly the fairways," John-
son says. 

Johnson also offered a credible 
diagnosis for the plague of slow play. 
"One reason is the great influx of 
golfers in the past 15 years. It has ex-
ceeded our ability to educate them in 
regard to etiquette. They take their 
ins t ruc t ion f rom television; i t 's 
their only source." 

Johnson feels the Professional 
Golfers' Assn. and individual mem-
bers probably are the large-scale 
so lu t ion to speeding up play 
through instruction, guidance and 
encouragement. Even the tour ing 
professionals have made slow play 
an issue on several occasions, and 
Johnson th inks it may come to 
some tournament rules some-
day—such as not walking ahead of 
the ball in the fairway, lining up a 
putt from one side of the hole only 
and official censure if a group falls 
as much as one hole behind the 
group ahead. 

To make real progress every golf 
course must o f fer its own en-
couragement for its players to move 
along faster, and the professional is 
the key to it in most cases. The N G F 
appeals to the personal interests of 
professionals in business schools 
and at PGA section meetings, 
where it points out that additional 
players mean addit ional revenue 
and merchandise sales. Hopefully, 
this lesson won't be lost on pro-
fessionals, who have the most to 
gain from implementing a faster 
play program at their respective 
clubs. 

The NGF, golfers and golf 
management in Los Angeles, 
owners and players at several other 
western courses are get t ing the 
message that faster play benefits 
everyone. As more receive it, the 
undercurrent could become a 
groundswell. • 
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The word we get is that a lot of the tour ing pros 
who swing Power-Bi i r woods aren't Hi l ler ich & 
Bradsby staff members. So they've found ways to 
cover up our name. 

By itself, that isn't going to ring up any sales. 
But what it means should mean a lot of business 
for you. It means that Power-Bilt woods have 
earned the acceptance of people who play golf 
for a living. People who won't settle for anything 
but the best no matter whose ads they appear in 
or whose name is painted on their bags. 

That has to be one of the most compel l ing 
sales messages you ever had working for you. 
And add to it the fact that we'l l be support ing 
you with the most extensive consumer adver-
tising program in H&B history and you've got 
a one-two sales punch that'll be tough for 
anybody to beat. 

If a lot of touring pros 
cover up our name, 
how's that going to 
make you any richer? 
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