Goodyear’s golf car tire
gives you a better grip

Holds firm on slopes and bunkers.

Now theré’s a Goodyear golf car tire that is
designed to grip tight on steep slopes, in
deep rough, over uneven ground and obsta-
cles. The Goodyear Rib Terra-Tire low pres-
sure tire.

The tread is wide, to spread the load and
take pressure off the turf. And to reduce roll-
ing resistance on soft surfaces for more
miles per battery charge.

For more infor

To get the full facts on the Terra-Tire low
pressure tire, write: Terra-Tire Dept., The
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Akron,
Ohio 44316.

TERRA-TIRE—T.M. The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio

GOODSYEAR
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R{/Qﬁ Minute-Miser

multi-purpose
utility turf vehicle.

Big, soft 650 x 8
turf tires.

Hauling a 3-gang ball picker.

Easily tow up to 250 Ibs. of tools, chemicals,
spikers, trash containers, and other equipment.
Low-cost low-bed utility trailer with big 35" x 66"
bad avalt

ble as optional equip

Saves
the minutes
that

help pay for
e hours!

When it comes to wasted work-time
the Ryan Turf Minute-Miser is a stingy
vehicle... but very generous with the
savings it returns on your investment.
Whatever the grooming responsibili-
ties (golf course, park, plant ground,
cemetery, et al.), you'll find the Minute-
Miser a rugged, quality built mobile
utility tool...no corner-cutting con-
struction. Eliminates ‘‘clock-eating”
walking. Gets you or your workers to
the job without tying up a golf car or
other equipment as a range vehicle.
Features a powerful 8hp engine; cap-
able of doubling as a lightweight
towing vehicle. Responsive accelera-
tion...zips to a safe and smooth
cruising 15 mph. The Ryan Turf Minute-
Miser shrinks your wasted minutes;
stretches them into productive hours.

®

TURF EQUIPMENT

Outboard Marine Corporation
1720 Cushman Drive
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501

For more information circle number 147 on card
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TURF SCHOOLS:

WHAT AND WHY?
When one begins to catalog the turf-
grass conferences held throughout
the country, one develops a suspi-
cion that there is a preponderance of
emphasis on golf turf. This is not so
very surprising, considering that
there has been a lot of influence and
pressure exerted by the United
States Golf Assn., by the Golf
Course Superintendents Assn. and
by state and local superintendent
associations.

This apparent channelization has
been broken in a number of in-
stances. Rhode Island has a day set
aside for general turf. Several states
have sod field days and conferences.
New Jersey separates lawn and es-
tate turf from golf turf. Purdue has
a broad approach to the field of turf.
These are only a few instances.

Now, I wish to talk about turf
schools, which are conducted spe-
cifically for landscapers, nurserymen
who deal in turf, homeowners, com-
mercial people who talk turf to the
homeowner, the estate owner and the
industrial firm that wants beautiful
turf to improve its image. A case
in point is the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania Turf School, which has com-
pleted its 10th successful year. It
is sponsored jointly by the Pennsyl-
vania State University Extension
Service and the Pennsylvania Turf-
grass Council. The council acts as
treasurer. The committee that plans
and executes the school consists
primarily of county agricultural
agents with a council representative.
Golf course superintendents are not
turned away, but are not specifical-
ly invited. They have their golf-ori-
ented conference at Penn State in
February. Attendance has varied be-
tween 250 and 400.

The success of the Southeastern
School has given rise to the first an-

nual Southwestern Turf School,
which was held in east Pittsburgh
in January. Attendance topped 200,
and the conference was considered
a rousing success. Many are look-
ing forward to 1974. It, too, is spon-
sored by the council and extension.
This writer first participated in
a turf school in 1935 at Haverford
College, Philadelphia. Charles Hal-
lowell, then county agent, developed
it with the help of the Philadelphia
Gardeners Assn. That was the pro-
totype, which was very stimulating
and successful. These turf schools
deserve the utmost consideration
so they can reach the many local
operators who are in contact with
those who want better lawns, parks,
athletic fields, and so on. A late
bulletin says that similar turf
schools are being conducted in Har-
risburg and in Allentown (Pa.).
This movement deserves to grow!

MANNA FROM HEAVEN?
Q-—Practically every golf club in
the world is the beneficiary of some
development in equipment, improved
turfgrasses, more efficient safer pes-
ticides, new and better fertilizers, and
so on. The folks at our club have
wondered *‘from whence comes this
largesse?”" Is it manna from the sky
or did it cost someone money, time
and effort? We depend, for example,
on fine-textured hybrid bermuda-
grasses, Penncross bent, several of
the new bluegrasses and ryegrasses
and a range of pesticides and im-
proved long-lasting fertilizers. How
can we contribute to the improve-
ment of turf? (North Carolina)
A—To coin a phrase, “I'm glad
you asked that.” To give financial
support to research and teaching
programs in turf, several states
have organized and developed turf-
grass councils. These councils pro-
vide memberships for firms, golf

continued on page 14



Our cars racked up an incredible 33.9 miles in a
sanctioned straightaway test on the Bonneville Salt
Flats.* That’s 59,664 yards without recharging.
How long’s your course?

Westinghouse electrics deliver. Power to spare. For
rugged grades. Over long courses. And they’re priced

Safe, too, with automotive-type brakes on both rear

A

right to help you make money whether you buy or lease.

For more information circle number 182 on card

Westinghouse golf cars tamed the Bonneyille. :
339 miles without recharging.

wheels. The most important thing is they’re built to
operate from dawn ’til dusk, day after day, on an
overnight charge.

Looking for power? For distance? Look to Westinghouse
electrics. Westinghouse Electric Vehicles, Westinghouse
Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222.

*Test sanctioned by the U.S. Auto Club with Westinghouse 3- and
4-wheel golf cars each using six Trojan 6-volt, 217-amp batteries.

i

“You can be sure...if it's Westinghouse ' 4
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clubs, individuals and associations
that are involved in turf. These mem-
bership monies are turned over to
qualified research institutions, which
do the job of developing and test-
ing these newer and better things
for better turf.

Because this writer belongs to
several councils, but is more in-
timately associated with the Penn-
sylvania Turfgrass Council, let me
tell how the Pennsylvania system
works. Golf clubs are invited to
join as Sustaining Members at $100
a year. Superintendents are urged to
put this item in the maintenance
budget so that it becomes routine.
Tax-assist money and grants-in-
aid no longer can support the full-
blown program. Firms that make
their living from turf also are in-
vited to join at $100 a year. We
have not neglected the individual,
who can be affiliated for a modest
$10 a year. Then, too, there is a
slot for contributions. In this cate-
gory anyone can help, no matter
where or who they are. We have
people who enjoy the fruits of

Pennsylvania research in such far-
away places as California, Hawaii,
Australia and South Africa. With
the exception of minor expenses
for clerical help and office supplies,
all monies are transferred to the
Pennsylvania Turfgrass program—
with no overhead skimmed off the
top.

Other states operate similarly.
Plans are afoot to coordinate ac-
tivities among state councils.

NEW RYEGRASSES WORTH COST?
Q—In overseeding bermudagrass
greens, most clubs have relied main-
ly on common (domestic) ryegrass.
Now clubs are being urged to use
the new turf-type perennial rye-
grasses, which, among other things,
are said to be easier to mow clean.
Do you think that the extra expense
is justified? Are these grasses that
much better? (Georgia)
A—I will vote for the new turf-
type perennial ryegrasses, prefer-
ably in a blend. Leaders include
Pennfine, Manhattan, NK-100 and
NK-200. Supplies are limited,
which is one reason for blends.

Blends also overcome a weakness
in one strain or another. Mowing
clean is but one advantage. These
new ryegrasses are less competi-
tive with bermuda; they persist
longer into hot weather (smoother
transition), which gives the bermuda
a better chance to recover and they
are much more resistant to diseases.
The color is brilliant compared to
annual ryegrass and the texture is
comparable to bentgrass. Resist-
ance to cold is another plus. Yes,
I would say that the higher price
per pound is amply justified. Ex-
pense may be only a little greater,
because less seed is required.

LIME DUST PROBLEM
Q-—Maost golf courses in this area,
and in the rest of the state, use
limestone generously to improve
fertilizer efficiency, to keep thatch
to a minimum and for the general
good of the grass and micro-organ-
isms. The trouble is, every time
lime is spread there is a general
outcry because of the dust on golf-
ers’ shoes and in the air. Dust
drifting onto ericaceous plants is

continued on page 62

Why Use Oregon

FINE FESCUES
for Overseedmg?

" FESCUES Fare Well During Dry Spells
'OREGON FESCUES Grow Well in Shade
FAST GERMINATION — Blends With Other Grasses

FRE

I
FILL OUT COUPON, CLIP and MAIL TO: :
I
|

AY GRASS ...

WHEN
WATER’S
SHORT...
FESCUES

. KEEP ON

OVERSEEDING
BROCHURE

OREGON CHEWINGS AND
CREEPING RED FESCUE COMMISSION

1349 Capitol N.E., Salem, Oregon 97303

Name =t D e I
_, GROWING Atidress: S i S Te s s e e BT Wl I
St e TS Zipn aeel S o Iy I

OREGON CHEWINGS AND CREEPING RED FESCUE COMMISSION
1349 Capitol St. N.E, Salem, Oregon 97303

For more information circle number 143 on card




RANCHO CALIFORNIA'S GOLF PROFESSIONAL,

JACK BARFKNECHT, IS PICTURED ABOVE WITH A PORTION
OF THEIR FLEET OF 80 TAYLOR-DUNN GOLF CARS,

ALL EQUIPPED WITH TROJAN 217 BATTERIES.

' THE BEAUTIFUL RANCHO CALIFORNIA GOLF RESORT IS LOCATED BETWEEN LOS ANGELES

~ AND SAN DIEGO ON HIGHWAY 71. RANCHO CALIFORNIA IS AN EXTRAORDINARY RESORT

WITH A CHAMPIONSHIP, PAR 72, GOLF COURSE; TENNIS FACILITIES; A LUXURIOUS CLUB-HOUSE
WITH GOURMET DINING; AND DELUXE OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS.

For more information circle number 187 on card



roperty taxes:

WHAT CAN BE
DONE BEFORE
THEY DEVOUR

OUR CLUBS!

by KEN EMERSON

Federal guidelines must
be drafted to create a
standard and equitable
system of taxing golf
course property. Such
standards should recog-
nize the inherent value of
a course to its environs

The initial misunderstanding of the
place of privately owned golf
courses in the property tax picture
has been brought into focus with
the help of a number of groups and
publications. GOLF and GOLFDOM
Magazines, for example, published
in 1970 articles that exposed the
problem and proposed several pos-
sible solutions. Even earlier, in
1968, GoLFDOM called attention to
the problem when it published an
article by the National Club Assn.,
which predicted the coming crisis.

CLIMATE FOR CHANGE
Now, many states are scrutinizing
their real estate tax policies because
of recent court decisions question-
ing the legality of their use. The
NCA has been researching the prop-
erty tax laws in all the states, par-

greenbelt legislation—where it exists

ticularly noting the presence of
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—and the possibility of enactment
where it does not.

The need and purpose of this kind
legislation is gradually coming into
focus.

For example, the Urban Land In-
stitute, Washington, D.C., notes,
*. . . the golf course . . . creates
premium taxable value around the
course’s perimeter. The increment
which accrues to the adjacent prop-
erty begins to deteriorate as soon as
the golf course is destroyed.™

“It is clear that all privately op-
erated recreational facilities pro-
vide, in part, an essential public
service and this must be recognized
in assessment practices and proce-
dures. A recommended concept is
one of a private recreational land
use designation perhaps formalized
by a modification of the existing
zoning ordinances to create a spe-
cial private recreational zone.” So
writes John R. White, M.A.l., in an
article in “The Appraisal Journal,”
January, 1972, published by the
American Institute of Real Estate
Appraisers.

President Nixon's Advisory Com-
mission on Inter-governmental Re-
lations (ACIR) has made a prelim-
inary study of property tax struc-
tures in the various states. Some of
their findings are:

O Property taxation, as used by

the states, is remarkably uneven;

[0 The property tax is easily the
most unpopular of the many reve-
nue producers;

O There is a clear public prefer-
ence for state sales taxes over prop-
erty taxes;

O Despite the fact that it has grown
more slowly than the state sales and
income taxes, property taxes have
grown faster than the value of the
property or the average income;

O There is a widespread feeling
that the property tax is detrimental
to urban development;

O The states are beginning to take
action to relieve extreme property
tax overburdens.

In writing an open space property
tax law, the Minnesota State Legis-
lature notes, “‘the public policy of
this state would be best served by
equalizing tax burdens upon private
outdoor recreational, open space
and park land within this state
through appropriate taxing meas-
ures to encourage private develop-

ment of these lands which would.

otherwise have to be provided by
governmental authority.™

Under the Minnesota Act, pri-
vate outdoor recreational land is
taxed according to its actual use. In
a related case a Minneapolis Dis-
trict Court ruled that golf courses
must be taxed as ‘‘unique proper-

ties’” when a county tax assessor
found the fair market value of a
club’s property to be $2,589.510
rather than the $675,000 stipulated
by the club.

In ruling against the assessor, the
court clearly expressed the concern
of many conservationists when it
said, “‘Intelligent community plan-
ners concern themselves with long-
range programs for insuring that an
expanding city provides for ade-
quate parks and other recreational
land.”

The court also emphasized the
recent trend toward the elimination
of privately owned golf courses as
a result of the acquisition of lands
by communities for public purposes
and the increase of taxes to the
point where clubs are forced to sell
their properties and move. The court
then states. “In the one case land is
taken off the tax rolls; in the second
case, while more taxes may be real-
ized by newer and higher uses of the
land, open space is forever lost to
the community.”

In a speech delivered last year be-
fore the Cleveland District Golf
Assn., Robert W. Miller of Ohio
State University dealt with the en-
vironmental problem at even great-
er length.

THE ECOLOGY
He pointed out that even the small-

continued
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TAXES continued

er cities in European countries are
aware of their need to preserve
acreage for producing green, grow-
ing plants and that there are many
advantages from an ecological view-
point favoring preserving open
spaces and golf courses in and near
metropolitan areas. These include:
O An acre of turf produces about
20,000,000 grams of oxygen a year.
The average man consumes about
860 grams of oxygen a day. There-
fore, an acre of grass produces
enough oxygen to supply the needs
of 65 people for one year.

O Green plants collect large
amounts of dust on their pubescent
(small hair-like structures) leaves.
Dust from leaves is washed to the
surface by rain. There is no doubt
that growing vegetation can signifi-
cantly reduce the dust content of
the air. Tall vegetation is even more
efficient in dust removal than green
plants, though all green plants are
great dust collectors.

O Growing vegetation reduces the
content of many undesirable gases
in the atmosphere. Plants use CO:
and water in their growth processes
and carbon monoxide and other gas-
es are absorbed to a lesser extent.

O Growing plants are effective in
absorbing harmful radiation reach-
ing the earth’s surface. Conversely,
much harmful radiation is absorbed
and transmitted to the ground level
of cities by haze and smog.

O The average annual tempera-
tures in cities is about two degrees
F. higher than in rural areas, which
means that on hot days, the tem-
perature is several degrees higher
in cities. Green, growing vegetation
will help keep temperatures down.
The temperature of asphalt on a hot
summer day will reach 130 degrees
F., whereas the temperature of
growing grass is 90 degrees F. or
less. An acre of turf in a city will
produce about the same affect as a
70 ton air conditioner.

O Rural areas receive considerably
more rain than do urban areas. Es-
tablishment of greenbelts will not
equate the rainfall pattern to sur-
rounding rural areas, but it will help
to modify them.

O Vegetation, especially hedges,
trees and other high plants, muffles
sound. Plants are a practical way of
reducing noise pollution in and
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around metropolitan areas.

NEW RESEARCH
Given such clearly expressed and
deeply felt concern over the proper-
ty tax problem, the NCA began a
close search of the property tax
laws in the 50 states to determine
what steps could be taken to pre-
serve the nation's dwindling recrea-
tional resources. Legal work was
completed under the direction of
the association’s general counsel
Jack P. Janetatos.

Although there is no absolute
uniformity among the laws of the
various states, there are similarities
in some areas. The basis of proper-
ty valuation is generally established
by statutory means, the authority
to tax usually comes from the state
constitution, and both constitution-
al and statutory provisions are fre-
quently interpreted by case law.

The individual variations among
states are so frequent, however, that
separate commentaries are required
for the various options open to
clubs and recreational landowners
in each state.

These problems of lengthy con-
tent and the need for individual com-
mentaries, as well as the additional
problem of prospective changes by
current and future state legislature,
presented difficulties in planning the
format for the new study. Accord-
ingly, “*Country Club Property Tax-
es’” will be released as an 82 by 11
inch loose-leaf notebook with indi-
vidual state tabs.

Each state’s analysis will include
the basis of evaluation, constitu-
tional provisions, statutory pro-
visions, case interpretations, if any,
and NCA comments, as well as
copies of the individual constitu-
tional and state laws that apply. The
loose-leaf format will make it pos-
sible to add more material as it be-
comes available.

The best way to illustrate the ex-
tent of the work and its value to
clubs and other possible users is to
reproduce abstracts from several of
the state listings. These follow.
State: Texas
Basis evaluation: “True and Full
Value in Money™ (statutory).

I. Constitutional provisions: **Tax-
ation shall be equal and uniform . . .
All property . . . shall be taxed in
proportion to its value. . . .”" Art.
VII, Sec. 1. Uniformity has been

held satisfied when the value of
property of the same class is as-
certained by reference to the same
standard (case citation). Classifica-
tion is allowed where reasonable and
equal within the class (case cita-
tions).

“No property shall be assessed
; . at greater value than its fair
cash value.” Art VII, Sec. 20.
1. Statutory provisions: Real estate
is value at its ““true and full value in
money” (Art. 7174, R.C.S.). De-
fined as fair market value in cash at
a private sale. Art. 7149 (case cita-
tions).
III. Comments: Under the market
value standard founded both the
statute and case law, current use
valuation is not the logical result in
developing areas. There is no pro-
tective legislation for recreational
areas. Although there appears to be
no constitutional bar to direct legis-
lation, the provisions for current
use valuation for agricultural land,
passed in 1965, were made by con-
stitutional amendment. Art. VII,
Sec. 1-D. Either the agricultural
provisions could be broadened to
cover recreational and open space
land or direct legislation could be
passed.
State: Delaware
Basis evaluation: **True Value in
Money’’ (statutory); “‘Highest,
Best and Most Valuable Use™ (case
law).
. Constitutional provisions: Art. 8,
Sec. 1—All taxes must be uniform
upon the same class. Art. 8, Sec.
7 Assessments must include the
value of land, buildings and im-
provements.
11. Statutory provisions: 9 Del.
C. Sec. 8307: All properties subject
to assessment shall be assessed at
its true value in money” (Sec. 8307
(a)).
Case interpretations: “True Value
in Money™ has been defined as pres-
ent actual fair market value, taking
into consideration all the usual ele-
ments of market value (case cita-
tions). Property may be classified
for the purpose of taxation, and a
valid basis for differentiating may
he used and nature of property (case
citations).
I11. Comments: There is no pro-
tective legislation for clubs, as
there is for agricultural and forest
lands (Sec. 8336), and clubs will be

continued on page 20
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~Why all the noise
about gasoline golf car noise?

AII gasoline golf cars make some noise

: when they re running. Most gasoline golf
- cars are absolutely quiet when theyre not

running . . . when the driver takes his foot

" off'the pedgl.'-Sg they’re silent when they
- need to be silent...

when you’re.,gbqut
to make.d shot. - ¥

" The foct is, it usually takes an’ -0,
:expenswe and delicate piece of testing

equipment to tell which of two gas cars
is noisier on the fairway. So, maybe there

are some other things to consider when

you ‘re thinking of going gasoline.
Like momtenance costs and warranties.
Every Cushman comes with a full-year
warranty on all parts and labor. Ask any
other manufacturer for that kind of

protection. We know a Cushman is reliable.

That's why we put our warranty where
their mouth is.

And if your course is hilly you'll
appreciate an exclusive Cushman feature:

>
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A standard, no-additional-cost, automatic b

seat brake with a rod linkage that doesn’t
require frequent and difficult adjustment.
You'll also like the higher resale values you

~can usually expect with Cushman golf cars.

Your players will appreciate Cushman

_ 4-wheel stability and the driving comfort
_ of shock absorbers, front and rear, the
. extra leg and foot room and easy-in,

easy-out convenience.

- There are so many reasons to go
Cushmon, better look at the full picture
if you're thinking of going gasoline. You'll
find that a lot of the noise about. noise is

" to make you overlook Cushman advantages.

We'd like to send you a free, detailed

comparcmve analysis of all major golf car
brands. Write to Cushman, Outboard

" Marine Corporation, 1428 Cushman Drive,
sLincoln, Nebraska 68501.
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TAXES from page |18

caught in rising assessments where
valuation can be based on sales of
comparable property (a de facto
highest and best use standard) or
on a market value assuming the
highest and best use. as sanctioned
by case law. Protective legislation
is highly desirable, and not fore-
closed by the constitutional inter-
pretations.

State: lllinois
Basis evaluation:
Value™ (statutory).
I. Constitutional provisions: Art.

“Fair Cash

[X, Sec. 4: (a) **. . . taxes upon real
property shall be levied uniformly
by valuation ascertained . . ." as
provided by law. (b) *“‘counties with
a population of more than 200,000
may classify . . . real property for
the purpose of taxation. Any such
classification shall be reasonable,
and assessments shall be uniform
within each class . . . . Real property
used in farming in a county shall
not be assessd at a higher level of
assessment than single family resi-
dential real property in that
county.”

than any other
TRAP RAKE.

Demand a demonstration

from your Smithco Distributor
on your own golf course
and prove it for yourself.

— i

! EASY RIDER

Rakes traps hetter and costs less

For more information circle number 172 on card
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II. Special problems: The consti-
tution of Illinois, 1870, has been
replaced by the constitution of
1970, effective July 1, 1971, in
which there are substantial
changes. The new provisions
clearly condone classification for
tax purposes, providing the classifi-
cations are reasonable and taxes
are levied uniformly within each
class.

II1. Statutory provisions: S.H.A.
120, Sec. 501. Real property is to
be taxed as its ‘‘fair cash value,”
estimated at the price it would bring
at a fair, voluntary sale (case cita-
tion).

IV. Comments: Clubs are not pro-
tected from assessment increases
resulting from the rise in sale value
of adjoining land. There are two
ways in which this could be reme-
died; both require legislation.

State: New York

Basis evaluation: *‘Full Value”
(statutory); ‘“Best available Use”
(case law).

I. Constitutional provisions: There
is no standard uniformity clause in
the New York State Constitution.
The only prohibition is against as-
sessment at more than “full value™
(Art. XVI, Sec. 2). A uniformity re-
quirement, however, is implied from
the general tax policy of the state.
The legislature has the exclusive
power to tax and classify (case cita-
tions).

II. General statutory provisions:
**All real property . . . shall be as-
sessed at the full value thereof.”

I11. Special statutory provisions:
One special provision may provide
relief from the general valuation
scheme outlined above. Current use
valuation is possible through sec-
tion 247 of the General Municipal
Law, which authorizes municipal
acquisition of open space land. This
provision has been used to create a
scenic easement under a contract to
seize physical improvements. In
this way, the club retains title and
use and gains a current use valua-
tion.

IV. Comments: The problem with
this approach is that there is no as-
surance that a scenic easement
may be obtained on satisfactory
terms. Also, contracts will differ
among municipalities and some
clubs will be forced to carry a
heavier burden. This is, currently,

continued on page 22



