
. . . spent only what was necessary to maintain their courses 

Golf course super intendents held the line on turf ma-
te r ia l s pu rchases in 1971, acco rd ing to G O L F -
D O M ' s Four th Annua l Marke t ing and Research 
S tudy . T o t a l 1971 e x p e n d i t u r e s for chemicals , 
fertilizers and grass seed climbed only 6.5 per cent 
f rom $59.6 million in 1970 to $63.5 million. How-
ever, golf clubs and courses were unable to hold off 
any longer on ma jo r course improvements , as they 
did in 1970. E x p e n d i t u r e s for m a j o r improve-
ments leaped more than 30 per cent to $83 million, 
but budget est imates for 1972 show that this in-
crease is not likely to develop into a trend. Ap-
p a r e n t l y , t h o s e m a j o r i m p r o v e m e n t s m a d e in 
1971 were considered essential and do not repre-
sent a burst of opt imism, because plans next year 
call for $56 .2 mi l l ion to be spent on improve-
ments—a drop of more than 32 per cent. 

Despite the wage-price freeze in the latter part of 
the year, expendi tures for golf course labor again 
defied cutback p lans and rose 8 per cent to more 
t h a n $244 mi l l ion , and s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s expect 
these costs to rise at a similar rate in 1972. 

T h e rise in labor costs cannot be at t r ibuted to any 
bui ldup in the size of maintenance crews. There -
fore , courses a p p a r e n t l y were sub jec t to la rger 
wage d e m a n d s . S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s at courses 18 
holes or larger spent $40,500 for an average of five 
full-t ime and five par t - t ime employees, and those at 
nine-hole courses spent $9,500 for two full-time and 
two par t - t ime crew members. In addi t ion to larger 
m a i n t e n a n c e s taffs , the great d i s p a r i t y be tween 

labor costs for nine-hole courses and those for 18 
holes or larger can be attributed to the longer sea-
sons reported by the courses in the latter category. 

In the area of superintendents ' salaries, there was 
some u p w a r d mobi l i ty na t i ona l ly . M o r e s u p e r -
i n t enden t s moved out of the $ 5 , 0 0 0 to $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 
range and into the $10,001 to $12,000 and $12,001 
to $15,000 brackets. However, the two top ranges 
($15,001 to $20,000 and $20,000 or more) contin-
ued to elude all but a few superintendents . T h e 
pe rcen tage of r e sponden t s w h o indicated sa la -
ries in the two upper ranges was similar to that in 
1970. And these respondents again were p r imar -
ily at private and hotel / resort courses. 

Nationally the value of maintenance equipment at 
clubs and courses changed little f rom 1970 to 1971. 
Apparent ly most budgets did not permit any build-
up of equipment . Purchases pr imar i ly were made 
to replace existing pieces of equ ipment , and f rom 
the slight d rop in the 1971 total, even some replace-
ment purchases were not economically possible. 

Even the value of irrigation equipment at courses, 
which had registered a significant increase f rom 
1969 to 1970, rolled back close to the 1969 level. Al-
t h o u g h a l a rger percen tage of s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 
indicated in 1971 that their courses had automat ic 
irrigation systems, some of this change may be at-
tr ibuted to the difference in the g roup of superin-
tendents responding from year to year. In gener-
al, there was no indication of any great move to up-
grade irrigation systems in 1971. • 

SUPERINTENDENTS' TABLES AND GRAPHS 

Turf materials 
Average expenditures 45 
National expenditures 45 
National grand totals 1969, 1970, 1971 47 
Golf course improvements 
Average and national expenditures 49 
National grand totals 49 
Golf course labor 
Average and national totals 49 
National grand totals 49 

Superintendents' salaries 
All course types 51 
Each course type 52 
Value of equipment to date 
Average 52 
National grand totals 1969, 1970, 1971 52 
Irrigation systems 
Course size and course type 55 
Over-all response 55 



Sure it's ugly, 

but it does 
a beautiful job. 

Slow-open, slow-close remote control valve 
stops water hammer damage. 
It's an ungainly looking thing. But in doing its job, our Series E 
valve is absolutely beautiful. 

Because it's the only slow-opening, slow-closing, grit-filtering 
son-of-a-gun like it on the market. 

Explaining how it works is simple. Because it works just fine. 
With a slow-opening and closing action that takes all the strain 
off pipe and sprinkler heads. And a built-in grit filter that eliminates 
solenoid hang-up. And really, when it comes to remote control 
valves, who gives a hang about looks? After all, a remote control 
valve isn't meant to be seen. Or heard! 

RjUN&BfRD 
GLENDORA, CALIFORNIA 91740 



AVERAGE EXPENDITURES FOR TURF MATERIALS 

Size of facility Fertilizers Fungicides Grass seed 
Soil 

amendments Herbicides Insecticides 

9-hole 

1969 $1,300 $580 $340 $240 $250 $120 

1970 $1,100 $600 $280 $260 $240 $150 

1971 $1,100 $530 $400 $390 $460 $330 

Budget 1972 $1,200 $610 $360 $390 $500 $340 

18-hole or more 

1969 $4,900 $3,700 $1,000 $900 $830 $470 

1970 $4,200 $2,100 $1,300 $880 $950 $550 

1971 $4,200 $1,900 $1,200 $840 $860 $660 

Budget 1972 $4,400 $2,700 $1,400 $950 $1,100 $740 

Non-regulation 

1969 $1,700 $590 $140 $360 $390 $80 

1970 $1,200 $430 $260 $360 $210 $250 

1971 $1,400 $430 $340 $450 $660 $350 

Budget 1972 $1,600 $430 $340 $530 $660 $500 

NATIONAL EXPENDITURES FOR TURF MATERIALS 

Size of facility Fertilizers Fungicides Grass seed 
Soil 

amendments Herbicides Insecticides 

9-hole 

1969 $6.1 million $2.7 million $1.6 million $1.1 million $1.2 million $547,000 

1970 $5.2 million $2.8 million $1.3 million $1.2 million $1.1 million $709,200 

1971 $5.2 million $2.5 million $1.9 million $1.8 million $2.2 million $1.6 million 

Budget 1972 $5.8 million $2.9 million $1.7 million $1.9 million $2.4 million $1.6 million 

18-hole or more 

1969 $20.8 million $15.8 million $4.4 million $3.8 million $3.5 million $2 million 

1970 $18.6 million $9.5 million $5.8 million $3.9 million $4.2 million $2.5 million 

1971 $19.1 million $8.8 million $5.5 million $3.8 million $3.9 million $3 million 

Budget 1972 $19.9 million $12.3 million $6.2 million $4.3 million $4.6 million $3.4 million 

Non-regulation 

1969 $1.7 million $588,000 $142,000 $363,000 $388,000 $ 84,000 

1970 $1.3 million $466,300 $280,000 $383,000 $220,800 $263,900 

1971 $1.6 million $470,800 $377,400 $499,500 $732,600 $388,500 

Budget 1972 $1.7 million $470,800 $377,400 $591,600 $732,600 $550,000 

Notes: 1971 national grand totals in 
this golf course superintendent study 
are based on the total number of golf 
facilities in the United States, regula-
tion and non-regulation courses com-
bined. Because the amount of materi-

als and equipment needed by a super-
intendent is primarily influenced by 
the size of the course which he and his 
staff maintain, figures in this study are 
broken down by the common size 
categories: 9 holes, 18 holes or more 

and non-regulation (par-three, execu-
tive, etc.) However, in two cases—su-
perintendents'1 salaries and types of ir-
rigation systems where type of course 
has primary bearing—figures are giv-

(Continued on page 47) 



Ransomes 
Trailed 
G a n g 
Units 
Ransomes reputation for gang mowers needs no elaboration here—we're among 
professionals. Two types of gang unit are available, the Sportcutter for a finish perfect 
for golf course fairways, and the Magna, for semi-rough where finish is not the prime 
factor. Grass up to 8" high can be dealt with. These quick-coupling units can be used 
in gangs of 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, to cover a wide application of cutting tasks. 

Sportcutter and Magna units can also be built into a mounted 3-unit outfit for 
use with standard tractor 3-point linkage, cutting 7 ft. wide. 

RANSOMES 

T o obtain full information of the Ransomes 
Hydraulic 5 / 7 contact your nearest Ransomes 
Distributor:— 
HAHN WEST POINT 
1625 North Garvin Street , 
Evansv i l le , Indiana 47717 
Telephone (812) 424-0981 
PEN-GRO SALES COMPANY, 
P.O. Box 2326, 
South San Francisco, 
Ca l i fo rn ia 
GOLF COURSE SPECIALISTS INC., 
6800 George Town Pike, 
McLean, 
V i rg in ia 22101, USA. 
Telephone (703) 471-1695 
RAY HARTMANN & SONS 
RD3 East Stroudsburg, 
Pennsy lvania 
DUKE LAWN EQUIPMENT, 
1184 P la ins Road East, 
Bur l ington, Ontario. 
Telephone (416) 637-5216 
Importers for the Prov ince of Ontario 
MORIN EQUIPMENT INC., 
2075 Branly (Centre Indust r ie l STE-FOY), Quebec 12 
Telephone (418) 681-7741 
Importers for the Prov ince of Quebec 
MORIN EQUIPMENT INC., 
98 Avenue du P a n Industr ie l , 
Longueui l , 
Mont rea l P.Q., 
Te lephone (514) 527-3406 
Importers for the Province of Quebec 
and the Mar i t ime Prov inces 
BUTLER BROS. EQUIPEMENT, LTD. 
P.O. Box 100, 
10547 K ing George Highway, 
North Surrey, B.C. Tel: (604) 581-3358 
Importers for B r i t i sh Co lumbia 

NEW heavy rear rolls for even faster, 
smoother cutting. 

Impact-resistant cutting reels. 

Universal framework eliminates build-up 
of grass cuttings. 

Hardened steel gears for positive drive. 

Quickly removable reel for rapid 
mid-season grinding. 

Width of cut from 2 ft. 6 in. to 20 ft. 6 in. 

* Hardened pawl and ratchet driven differential. 
-I- Easy turning without wheel skid. 
* Positive gear drive from both ends of the reel. 
* Separate clutches are fitted to each drive 

allowing disengagement before 
transportation. 



en by course classification. 
In some cases averages for 1970 

and 1971 are the same, but national 
projections are different. This is in-
dicative of the growth in the number 
of golffacilities. 

Figures in the millions have been 
rounded to the nearest hundred 
thousand dollars; figures in the thou-
sands have been rounded to the near-
est hundred dollars, and figures in the 
hundreds have been rounded to the 

nearest ten dollars. Therefore, 
rounded national totals, when 
added, may not precisely agree with 
national grand totals because they are 
the sums of unrounded figures. 

(Continued on page 49) 

EXPENDITURES FOR TURF MATERIALS 
1969 NATIONAL GRAND TOTALS 

100% = $66.9 million 
Up 14.7% from 1968 total of $58.3 million 

Fertilizers Fungicides Grass seed Soil amendments Herbicides Insecticides 
$28.7 million $19.1 million $6.1 million $5.3 million $5.1 million $2.6 million 

-EXPENDITURES FOR TURF MATERIALS 
1970 NATIONAL GRAND TOTALS 

100% = $59.6 million 
Down 10.9% from 1969 total of $66.9 million 

Fertilizers Fungicides Grass seed Herbicides Soil amendments Insecticides 
$24.9 million $12.8 million $7.4 million $5.6 million $5.5 million $3.4 million 

-EXPENDITURES FOR TURF MATERIALS -
1971 NATIONAL GRAND TOTALS 

100% = $63.5 million 
Up 6.5% from 1970 total of $59.6 million 

Fertilizers Fungicides Grass seed Herbicides Soil amendments Insecticides 
$25.9 million $11.8 million $7.8 million $6.8 million $6.2 million $4.9 million 



DEVELOPING A GOLF COURSE? 

THg G a s i & s t i v a y t o 
w r e c k a g o / f c / u b i s 

/ e a u e t o o m a n y s t o n e s u n t u r n e d 

Greens are meticulously shaped to specifications 
and groomed before seeding. 

An array of our modern mobile equipment, 
ready to move to another site. 

Nothing turns a golfer off quicker 
than ruining his clubs on fairway stones. 
Nothing kills play on a golf course faster 
than unhappy golfers with damaged woods 
and irons. 

That's why the fast and efficient Bergman 
Method of golf course preparation plows 
deep; turns and returns the soil to bring 
rocks and debris to the surface; rakes and 
picks the stones before leveling, contouring, 
fertilizing and seeding, including tees and 
greens. Naturally we can also install your 
irrigation system at the same time or serve 
as your consulting supervisor. 

These are the reasons why Bergman Method 
golf courses are played by more enthusiastic 
golfers sooner . . . why "stony" is the 
description of a beautiful approach shot and 
not a criticism of the condition of the course. 
And because we are a "family" company, your 
golf course is assured of tender, loving care 

\Ne go anywhere 

W m . B e r g m a n , J r . 

1335 M 15 REESE, MICH. 48757 

PHONE: CODE 517 V 0 8 9812 





The tournament's tomorrow 
and Harry's forecasting 

a cloudburst. 
Harry's the club's groundskeeper and a fine weather 

tew, forecaster, too. Right now he's calling for rain 
I even though the only thing as big as 

his hand in the sky is his hand. 
Because Harry's also the club's rainmaker. 

And by pushing the go button on a Certain-teed irrigation 
system, Harry can order up just the right soak needed to 

make the ground sparkling and ready for the next day's play. 
If you're charged with keeping a brown-out out of the greens, 

Certain-teed can make everything pushbutton simple for 
you with a PVC/AC irrigation system. "PVC" and "AC" 

stand for polyvinylchloride plastic pipe and asbestos-cement 
pipe. Each does its own thing best: PVC for small, AC for large 

pipe diameters. Both are tough, rust- and corrosion-proof, 
and easy to install. You get FLUID-TITE® or deep-socket 

solvent-weld joints that speed connecting and never leak. 
Whatever's best for your greens, you can get it all from one 

source—Certain-teed. Which means coordinated deliveries, 
good service, and everything working together. Ask your 

contractor to put Certain-teed into your irrigation plan specs. 
You'll never have another game cancelled for lack of rain. 

Pipe & Plastics 
Group 


