
Get the pipe that eliminates winter rules 
...in the summer. 

The strength and versatility of cast iron pipe can easily 
become your most valuable asset. 

Even if yours is a four-season course, rugged cast iron 
pipe can handle the hazards. Such as water 
hammer, higher and higher pressures, heavily 
laden maintenance vehicles. 

And if you're planning a revamped look for 
your course, cast iron pipe makes it easy. Dig 
it up. Move it around. Reuse it. Expand the sys-
tem to suit your new layout. Add sprinklers 
when and where you want them—cast iron pipe 
takes quick, clean, leakproof taps with strip-
proof threads...and no water hammer hazards. 

CAST 
P I P E 

As for long life, would you settle for a century (or two) 
of service? That's how long corrosion-resistant cast iron 
pipe has been reliably delivering water to hundreds of 

cities and towns nationwide. 
Get set for season after season of worry-free 

watering. Install cast iron pipe. 
Write for your free copy of Booklet 
A-27, "Golf Course Irr igation." It's 
packed with design and installation 
tips and helpful planning guidance. 

CAST IRON PIPE RESEARCH ASSOCIATION • Executive Plaza East 
1211 West 22nd Street • Oak Brook, Illinois 60521 

a An association of quality producers dedicated to highest 
pipe standards through a program of continuing research 

THE MARK OF PIPE THAT HAS SERVED OVER 100 YEARS IN OVER 100 CITIES 



GIVE YOUR GROUNDS 
A BETTER CHANCE 

w i t h * l i f l i f SHREDDER w n n a v Y - w v grinder 

Choose the capacity you need to 
handle all your soil preparation, top 
dressings, mulches and build compost 
piles. Shred, grind, mix, screen with 
easily interchangeable shredding roll-
ers and grinding screen. Handle 
osmunda, peat moss, even phosphate 
rock with big capacity to cover large 
areas —fast ! 

W-W MODEL 4 with optional Detach-
able Elevator / Process up to 20 cu. 
yds. per hour with standard 35"x36" 
hopper and 9-hp. engine. Indepen-
dently powered elevator can be used 
separately when desired. Options 
include oversize 36"x52" hopper for 
tractor loading and 12-hp. engine for 
increased capacity. 

Interchangeable shredding bars and grinding 
screen are standard on W-W Shredder -Gr inders . 
Replaceable hammer tips are reversible for double 
lite. Solid cast - i ron main frames are guaranteed 
for a lifetime against corrosion. Write for litera-
ture and prices. 

2-70 

^ W - W G R I N D E R C O R P . 
2957-S NO. Market, Wichita, Kansas 67219 

For more information circle number 203 on card 

by Fred V Grau 

ANSWERS 
TO TURF 
QUESTIONS 

Glenn Burton: 25 years 
of service 

T h e Twenty-fifth Annual Southeast-
ern Turfgrass Conference at Tif ton, 
G a . , was held April 12 to 14. It was a 
milestone for Glenn Burton and my-
self and for all the others who at-
tended the first affair in 1946. T u r f 
research began at Tif ton under the 
leadership of D r . B u r t o n , who re-
ceived moral and financial support 
from Dr . O.S . Amodt, United States 
D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e , and 
f r o m I ) r . G r a u , t h e n d i r e c t o r , 
United States Golf. Assn. Green Sec-
tion at Beltsville. T h e r e was a great 
deal more moral suasion than there 
was financial support, but it got the 
job done. At no time since then has 
there ever been available more than 
$ 3 , 0 0 0 to $5 ,000 a year, but the im-
proved bermudagrasses that have 
been developed and released have 
changed the face of Southern turf. 

At the risk of being accused of 
" l o o k i n g b a c k w a r d " l e t ' s review 
b r i e f l y some s i g n i f i c a n t h a p p e n -
ings in 1946, a quarter century ago: 
t u r f r e s e a r c h s t a r t e d at T i f t o n ; 
American Society of Agronomy ac-
cepts turf ; first a e r a t e r built and 
demonstrated; world's first harvest of 
crownvetch seed; G r a u - N o e r tour of 
T e x a s ; James Watson, Texas, goes 
for his P h . D . at Fenn State under 
Musser , first doctorate in turf, and 
G r e e n S e c t i o n S e r v i c e s u b s c r i p -
tions building fund to train turfgrass 
students. 

Now, let's look at the Tifton pro-

gram and some of its accomplish-
ments: superior bermudagrasses de-
ve loped , i n c l u d i n g T i f l a w n , T i f -
f ine , T i f g r e e n , T i f w a y and T i f -
d w a r f ; seed p r o d u c t i o n of C e n t i -
p e d e g r a s s ; n u t r i e n t and p H re -
quirements of grasses; tolerance of 
grasses to pesticides; fungicide and 
nematacide studies; Emerald zoysia 
(begun at Beltsville, released at T i f -
ton); shade tolerance, thatch, height 
of cut , o v e r s e e d i n g , root s tudies , 
sawdust, trace e lement needs, golf 
c a r w e a r and m a n y o ther f a c t o r s 
have been studied. 

O f great importance are the men 
who studied with D r . Burton and 
who moved on to high positions in the 
turfgrass profession. T h e y include 
B . P . Robinson, J a c k Heran, Elwyn 
Deal , Ray Cooper, Clarence Lance, 
Dan Hall , Palmer Maples and T o m 
Burton (Glenn's son). 

Incomplete, to be sure, but the list 
of accompl ishments is impressive. 
D r . Bur ton has developed a loyal 
fol lowing of turfgrass professional 
men who apprec iate the way that 
T i f t o n research has advanced the 
industry. One is constrained to con-
template what the results might have 
been had funds been adequate dur-
ing these 25 years. 

I began to wr i te , " N o w a word 
about Dr. Burton . . . " One doesn't 
describe D r . B u r t o n in a word or 
t w o . He is N e b r a s k a n born and 
raised, studied under the late D r . 
F . D . Keim as did H . B . Sprague, F . V . 
G r a u , George B e a d l e , G . O . M o t t , 
R . E . Engel, W . Skrdla and many oth-
ers. In 1936 he received his Ph .D. 
under Dr . Sprague at New Jersey, 
then took the posit ion of research 
geneticist at the Georgia Coastal Plan 
E x p e r i m e n t S ta t ion at T i f t o n . He 
has authored some 3 6 0 papers which 
describe results of his research. 

While this distinguished professor 
was doing all this work on turf, he was 
also upgrading agriculture in the 
South. Among his accomplishments 
in f o r a g e b r e e d i n g a r e : C o a s t a l , 
S u w a n n e e , M i d l a n d and C o a s t -
cross-1, all new bermudas for hay and 
pasture ; T i f t and Georg ia 3 3 7 are 
new s u n d a n g r a s s e s for f o r a g e ; 
M e r k e r o n is a forage napiergrass ; 
then t h e r e a r e P e n s a c o l a b a h i a 
grasses T i f h i - 1 and T i f h i - 2 , pearl 
mixets Starr, Ti f la te and Gahi-1 (the 
first commercial hybrid). 

Dr. Burton was president, Amer-
ican Society of Agronomy in 1962. 
H e has e a r n e d m a n y p r e s t i g i o u s 
awards. He has been invited to lec-

(Continued on page 24) 

NEW, 
INGENIOUS 

AND 
PRACTICAL 

KEEP-DRI 
GOLF BAG TOPPER 
• Extremely heavy transparent vinyl 

"topper" with electronically sealed 
seam and zipper. No stitches to rip, 
rot or leak. Elastic collar slips 
quickly over top of golf bag. Keeps 
clubs, and inside of bag bone dry 
in a sudden rain. 

• Long zipper top gives easy access 
to all clubs. Folds to fit into any 
golf bag pocket. 

• A unique, low-cost item for re-sale 
or giveaway. Sensational in pro 
shops, resort shops, country clubs, 
driving ranges. Can be customized 
with name, crest, emblem, etc. 

Call or wri te fo r ful l detai ls 

ROBERT MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

V
1001 E. 23rd St., Hialeah, Fla. 33013 

Phone:(305)691-5311 



One man. 
One F-10. 

Reel Performance. 
One man. One Jacobsen F-10 Mowing 
Tractor. Together they can mow up to 
62 acres in 8 hours with the reels 
down and cutting. And transport 
between mowing sites at up to 35 mph 
with the reels up and out of the way. 

That's a fast clip. And a fast payout. 
But what about mowing around, 

between and behind trees, shrubbery 
and obstacles? 

Easy. All seven reels can be 
individually raised and lowered, 
hydraulically, right from the driver's 

seat with finger-tip controls. Any 
combination of reels can be used for 
mowing. And median strips are cut 
with an outboard mowing gang right 
from the roadway. 

Not only that, the F-10 won't leave 
wheel streaks of uncut grass. All 
tractor wheels are located behind the 
mowing reels. This front mowing 
technique also gives the operator a 
full view of his front and outboard 
mowers without squirming around to 
see what he's doing. 

Maneuverability? Superb. Rear 
wheel steering allows the reels to 
automatically turn at the proper angle 
with the steering wheels: no skipping, 
no skidding, no uneven cutting in the 
turns. And the front wheel drive gives 
better traction for climbing steeper 
grades and gripping sidehills. 
Safety first. 

O.K. You now have the facts. Call 
your Jacobsen distributor and ask to 
see the F-10. 

The one with your name on it. 

J A C O B S E I M 
Jacobsen Manufacturing Company, Racine, Wisconsin 53403 
A member Company of Allegheny Ludlum Industries 



soft touch . . . on fairways and greens 
The John Bean Rotocast® provides better spray coverage of greens, 
fairways, roughs . . . or into wooded areas for mosquito contro l . Cover-
age from a distance . . . not tracking th rough . . . an ability your greens 
commit tee will appreciate. The Rotocast combines the best features 
of both air and hydraulic spraying, and in most cases reduces water 
use. You can apply insecticides, ferti l izers—or even windrow leaves 
away—faster and more easily. Ask for a Rotocast demonstrat ion. It 
wil l pay off for you. 

Fairway and green fertil-
izing. Weed, brush and 
mosquito control. Tree 
spraying. Adaptability for 
high-pressure hand gun 
"spot" spraying. John Bean 
sprayers will do your job 
better. Write for a free 
sprayer catalog. 

P O W E R SPRAYING EQUIPMENT 

JOHN BEAN 
D I V I S I O N 

Lansing, Mich.-Ocoee, Fla.-San Jose, Calif. 
For more information circle number 240 on card 

TENNIS COURTS 
COMPLETE SERVICE 

The finest in court construct ion for m o r e t h a n 
3 0 years . C o m p l e t e service t h r o u g h o u t a l l of 

the W e s t e r n States. 

" U N I - T U R F " S y n t h e t i c S u r f a c i n g 

New Construction 
Carpet Coat 

Laycold Resurfacing 
Concrete Plexipave 

Plexi Cushion 
Color Sealer 

M a l o t t & Peterson-Grundy 
H O M E OFFICE: S a n Francisco, C a l i f . 2 4 1 2 Harr ison St. 
S a n Francisco 9 4 1 1 0 

San Jose, Cal. 
4 6 0 Park Ave. 
( 4 0 8 ) C Y 5 - 3 3 1 0 

Denver , Colo. 
2 3 0 7 S. Jason 
( 3 0 3 ) 9 3 4 - 5 6 1 9 

Berkeley, Cai . 
8 0 5 Jones St. 
( 4 1 5 ) L A 6 - 7 3 7 3 

( 4 1 5 ) 2 8 2 - 1 6 0 0 

Tucson, Ar iz . 
5 9 0 2 E. Bel levue 
( 6 0 2 ) 8 8 5 - 5 1 5 1 

El Paso, Tex. 
1 0 1 6 5 Honolu lu Dr. 
( 9 1 5 ) L Y 8 - 6 9 4 7 

G r a u 
c o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 2 2 

ture at dozens of institutions in the 
United States and Canada. In 1970 he 
and M r s . Bur ton visited Austra l ia 
where they took scores of fascinating 
pictures, which were shown to the 
2 0 0 banquet guests at the T i f t o n 
conference in April . 

Suffice to say that the world of 
warm-season turf has advanced im-
measurably because of T i f ton and 
Dr. Burton. 

Q—We have converted to the triplex 
system of putting green mowers and 
we are very pleased. One thing wor-
ries us, though, and that is the possi-
bility of losing turf as the result of a 
blown-out hydraulic line or hose. If 
this should happen, what might be 
done to save the turf?(North Carolina) 
A — T w o excellent remedies were dis-
cussed at the Tifton conference: 
1) Douse the affected area with a wet-
ting agent and use water copiously to 
flush the offending oil off the green. 
2) Spread topdressing thickly on the 
oil slick and leave it on for a few 
hours, then remove it. T h e oil will be 
absorbed. 

Calcined clay also may be used be-
cause it is a good "oi l soaker-upper" 
on garage floors. T h e detergent flush 
may be used after most of the spill has 
been removed by the dry method. 

Q—Our company plans to build a golf 
facility in the Carribean where wa-
ter is at a premium. In considering 
the several grasses available for fair-
ways, we have thought that common 
bermudagrass seed might be . suit-
able. Could we develop quality fair-
way turf from seed? (Pennsylvania) 

A — I n the frost-free c l imate of the 
Carribean you may expect to devel-
op e x c e l l e n t q u a l i t y f a i r w a y t u r f 
from seed. It will require occasional 
i r r i g a t i o n and g e n e r o u s f e r t i l i z a -
tion during the first two years, espe-
cially. Economy of seed may or may 
not be a factor but the cost of com-
mon bermuda turf from seed will be 
signif icantly less than vegetative-
ly planting a monoculture of a specific 
strain or variety. If cost is not a con-
siderat ion, and if highest qual i ty 
and u n i f o r m i t y are p a r a m o u n t , 
then consider vegetating the fair-
ways to a selected variety (Ti fway, 
Ormond or even Tifgreen). 

Q—For years we have been overseed-
ing our bermuda putting greens with 

(Continued on page 26) 



Walch for 
Chinch 
Bugs 
and use 
Aspon 

Insecticide 

Warm weather is apt to bring 
chinch bug invasions that quickly kill spots 
of turf and leave it brown and dead. 
Tiny chinch bugssuckthe life out of grass 
in days, and populations explode 
to destroy large grass areas in a few weeks. 

You can stop chinch bugs for sure in 
bluegrass, fescues and other susceptible 
grass with quick-acting, 
long-lasting Aspon insecticide. You also 
prevent re-invasion for months 
with one application. Safer to use than 
many insecticides, Aspon 
controls all chinch bugs, including those 
resistant to other materials. 

Watch for spots of dead brown grass 
caused by chinch bug attacks 
and use reliable Aspon immediately. You 
can get Aspon for spray or 
granular application from your local 
Staufferdistributor. Stauffer 
Chemical Company, Agricultural Chemical 
Division, Dept. HD, New York City. 

A s p o n f r o m 



WE 5 
AN ANSWER TO 
CLUB OPERATION PROBLEMS 
WE 5 is the Club Division of Wilscam Enterprises, a firm totally involved with 
the hospitality industry. WE 5 specializes in helping solve the internal 
financial/management problems of the private club. For instance, let's say 
your club, like so many these days, is faced wi th rising costs, competition, and 
diminishing returns. Here's how WE 5 can help: First, the problem areas are 
identified. Then a plan of action is tailored to fit your situation. WE 5 
comes up with the remedies and implements t h e m - i n all areas, including 
food, beverage, and service, golf club operations, membership communication, 
and financial management. Most important: WE 5 has follow-through and 
depth with the resources of an experienced, club-oriented, support 
organization. Perhaps WE 5 can be of help to your club. WE look forward 
to your inquiry. 

WILSCAM ENTERPRISES 
Executive Offices: 585 South Jason 

Denver, Colorado 80223 
Telephone 303/744-2761 

Horace G. Duncan, CCM 
Vice President of Wilscam Enterprises 

Director of WE 5, the Club Division 

For more information circle number 169 on card 

TROPHIES AT NEW 
LOW PRICES 

BIG 
PRO 
DIS-
COUNTS 

Immortalize that 
HOLE-IN-ONE. 
Mount the real 

"HOLE-IN-ONE" 
golf ball on gold 
claws mounted 
on Walnut base 
with engraving 
plate. 
XPW-4-5 $5.95 
Ballnotincluded. 

Write today for FREE Colorfully I l lustrated Catalog. 
T H E TROPHY & MEDAL SHOP 

4560 N. Western Avenue, Chicago, I l l inois 60625 
Telephone: Area Code 3 1 2 / 2 7 1 - 7 6 0 0 

For more information circle number 180 on card 

AQUAPROBE 

SUB-SOIL MOISTURE TESTER 
AQUAPROBE takes the guesswork out of soil 
moisture testing. Scientifically measures 
moisture at depths from 2 to 26 inches. No 
digging; no fixed point of measurement. 
Amazingly light-weight, portable and easy 
to use. Aquaprobe is low in cost, too. Write: 

HOWARD S.CRANE, INC. Oneida,N.Y. 1 3 4 2 1 

For more information circle number 248 on card 

INCREASE EARNINGS, SERVICE & SPACE 
Remodel your present storage space, update with 
N E W S t i f f o t d V E R T I C A L B A G R A C K S 
• W e a r and tear of gol f bags • D a m p bags dry faster — 

is comple te ly e l i m i n a t e d no m i l d e w 
• Faster, easier storage • Provides a neat appearance 
• Easy to instal l a n d a d d more as needed 
Y o u r m e m b e r s w i l l l i k e t h e e x t r a c o n v e n i e n c e a n d c a r e . Y o u r p r o 
s h o p p r o f i t s f r o m 4 0 % m o r e s p a c e t h e s e r a c k s m a k e a v a i l a b l e . 
D o u b l e u n i t s h o w n h o l d s 16 bags , s i z e 2 ' x 4 ' x 6 ' - 6 " h i g h , g i v e s 
12" x 12" s p a c e f o r b a g s . S i n g l e u n i t h o l d s 8 , s i z e 1 ' x 4 ' x 6 ' - 6 " 
h i g h . S t u r d y s t e e l . B a g s s e t so l id o n t a p e r e d s h e l v e s . S e n d u s 
y o u r f loor m e a s u r e m e n t s , w e w i l l p l a n a l a y o u t a n d q u o t e y o u — 
n o o b l i g a t i o n . U . S . a n d C a n a d i a n p a t e n t s . S e n d f o r f o l d e r . 

2 0 0 0 A l l e n A v e . , S. E. 
Box 8 8 7 7 , C a n t o n , O. 4 4 7 1 1 
P h o n e 2 1 6 / 4 5 3 - 8 4 3 1 Hie A. 6. STAFFORD Co. 

G r a u 
c o n t i n u e d f r o m page 2 4 

annual ryegrass and, more recent-
ly, with a mixture of grasses, includ-
ing Poa trivialis. What would you 
think of using one of the new turf-
type perennial ryegrasses for over-
seeding? (Georgia) 
A—During the past few years I ' v e not 
had the opportunity to observe over-
seedings in the South, but at the Tif-
ton c o n f e r e n c e , we heard P a l m e r 
M a p l e s describe with pictures his 
e x p e r i e n c e w i t h P e n n f i n e p e r e n -
nial ryegrass. After the meeting one 
top-notch superintendent said that 
he was ready to place his order for 
Pennfine right then and there for his 
f a l l , 1 9 7 1 , overseeding n e e d s . 
M a p l e s c o n s i d e r e d the p e r f o r -
mance from every angle, including 
side-by-side comparisons with an-
nual rye and with a Poa trivialis com-
p l e x , and P e n n f i n e won " h a n d s 
down" on every count. He used 4 0 
pounds of seed to 1 ,000 square feet 
and admitted that 30 pounds prob-
ably would have been ample . The 
higher cost of Pennfine is no deter-
rent, according to Maples. 

Q—We have many fine young hard-
wood trees on our golf course which 
continually are in danger of con-
tracting "mower canker." What are 
some suggestions? We cannot seem 
to convince our hot rod drivers to 
stay away from the trees. (Tennessee) 
A — T h e r e are several ways to treat 
the area immediately surrounding 
the tree trunks. 1) Remove soil to a 
depth of three to four inches in a cir-
cle three-feet in diameter. Line the 
bottom with plastic and refill with 
broken stones. 2) Kill all vegetation 
in a three-foot circle using a weed-
killer that will not affect the tree. 
3) Plant a ground cover in a three-foot 
circle to protect the tree trunk. Ac-
c e p t a b l e g r o u n d covers i n c l u d e 
p a c h y s a n d r a , c r o w n v e t c h and 
myrtle. This keeps mowers away and 
holds moisture. T h e legume provides 
nitrogen. • 

Note 

If you have any questions you would 
like to ask Dr. Grau, please send 
your inquiries to Dr. Fred Grau, c/o 
GOLFDOM Magazine, 235 East 
45th Street, New York, N. Y. 10017. 



One of our strongest electric car parts 
is made of paper...Harley-Davidson. 

It's our exclusive two-year warranty 
on all major electrical components, 
including batteries. What makes 
it all possible? For one thing, the 
painstaking care and attention 
to detail that goes into each of our 
electric cars. For another, the 

unique electrical circuit, Master 
Drive, that gives our electric car 
such distinct advantages. At low 
speeds, it taps fifty percent less 
battery power than any other 
electric car. It's one reason why 
Master Drive provides greater 

operating range. Why battery 
life is extended well beyond 
two years. And why battery 
charging costs are reduced. 
Pretty strong story, isn't it? 
AMFI HARLEY-DAVIDSON, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201. 



COMMUNITY 
Clubs that expect the community to 
grant open land, tax concessions 
will find themselves obliged to 
return something to the community 
Here's how some clubs are doing it 

and it's less trouble than you think 

By J e r r y A. Olson 
Assot iate Editor 

2 8 • G O L F D O M / 1 9 7 1 J U N E 



For many years, the golf course has 
provided a haven of tranquility for 
its members away from the everyday 
rat race. Superintendents, profession-
als and club managers were expected 
to concentrate solely on serving the 
club members. Catering to the non-
golfing public in the surrounding 
community wasn't necessary. 

But times are changing, and unless 
golf courses can make an evolution-
ary transition to meet the needs of the 
surrounding community, they may 
be forced into revolutionary changes 
which could rock the very founda-
tions of their existence. 

The revolution has already begun. 
Public enemy number one—the 

property tax—has forced scores of 
golf courses throughout the nation in 
the past three years to close their doors 
and move out of the city to areas with 
more favorable tax climates, or to 
just sell to real estate developers. 

However, legislators, reacting to 
publ ic outcry over the loss of 
greenery surrounding urban land-
scapes, have passed favorable pro-
perty tax legislation for golf courses 
in some states, thereby dangling an 
attractive solution to the tax menace. 

The success of the golf course to ob-
tain or keep this favorable tax legis-
lation will be determined by how 
well it can become an integral part of 
the surrounding community. The 
adoption by golf clubs of some form of 
community relations program be-
comes more necessary as attacks on 
the exclusivity of clubs and charges of 
discrimination emanate with greater 
frequency from local legislators as 
well as national figures. Even con-
sumer's champion Ralph Nader re-
cently unleashed a volley of charges 
against country clubs. 

Nader charged that country clubs 
in M a r y l a n d , which may dis-
criminate, are receiving preferential 
tax concessions by being assessed as 
green belt, open spaces or agricul-
tural property as opposed to assess-
ment based on "highest and best use." 
He asks why should the public sub-
sidize, by making up the shifted tax 
burden, exclusive country clubs in 
which they cannot belong? In this 
case, Nader contends, golf courses are 
actually getting something and not 
giving anything in return, because 
the open spaces which they provide 
are fenced, preventing the public from 
enjoying any of the benefi ts of the 
open spaces they are paying for. 

Currently, California, Hawaii, 
Minnesota, Washington, Wiscon-

sin and Virginia join Maryland with 
preferential tax legislation for golf 
courses. Other states, such as Oregon, 
are considering legislation to re-
lieve property taxes. However, un-
less golf courses can respond to 
mount ing a t tacks of d iscr imina-
tion and exclusivity by instituting 
programs and activities designed to 
make the community aware of the 
benefits of their continued existence, 
then preferential tax legislation for 
golf courses will not receive public 
support 

G O L F D O M has found examples 
of super in tendents , professionals 
and club managers who have effec-
tive community relations programs 
and, incredibly, they do not involve 
a loss of exclusiveness, or a great 
deal of time or expense—only dedica-
tion and commitment. 

A superintendent has many op-
portunities available to him in the 
area of community relations. Per-
haps the most far-reaching and the 
one which receives the greatest op-
position is setting aside a small por-
tion of unused land for strollers and 
picknickers. This has been under-
taken by several golf courses, and any 
misgivings about the golfers arid 
strollers getting in each other's way 
has never materialized. Meadow-
hills CC in Nogales, Ariz., allows the 
public access to its 800 acres, in-
cluding its 18-hole pr ivate golf 
course, for strolling. Main attraction 
is bird watching. 

" N a t u r e en thus ias t s a b o u n d , " 
Smiley Rodriguez, pro-manager of 
Meadowhills, says. "They are very 
considerate of golfers and stick to the 
marked paths." 

Desert Island CC in Palm Springs, 
Calif., opened up their course to bird 
watchers and still maintain an 18-
hole private golf course within its 
160 acres. According to Walt Sib-
bert , president of Desert I s land , 
when developing the course, 25 acres 
of lakes were created using 40 mil-
lion gallons of wate r . Migr 'atory 
waterfowl have become attracted to 
this sanctuary . Sibbert es t imates 
that as many as 5,000 birds and wa-
terfowl have " s topped o v e r " at 
Desert Island at one time. Members 
of the Audubon Society and nature 
lovers in general have spotted a 
multitude of species of ducks and 
other birds from their viewing points 
around the golf course. 

Jim Estepp, Tan ta l lon C C , 
Tantallon, Md., has been accepting 
requests from the Boy Scouts for sev-

eral years to use the golf course for 
overnight campouts. "The boys are 
supervised and are extremely con-
siderate of the natural beauty of the 
golf course," Estepp says. " T h e y 
pitch their tents in unobt rus ive 
places and never go near the greens." 

Superintendents not prepared to 
take that big a plunge in community 
relations can still make significant 
contributions to their surrounding 
communi ty . Super in tenden t s in 

Superintendents 

1. Conduct free clinics for homeowners 
on lawn care and pesticide use. 

2. Discuss benefits of golf course for the 
community (dust control, soil conser-
vation, ecology) to community groups. 

3. Work with extension services, agricul-
tural groups and city park personnel in 
testing new seed strains and sample 
planting. 

4. Work with colleges and universities 
developing curriculum and classes in 
agronomy. 

5. Provide on-the-job training programs 
for golf course mechanics or agronomy 
students. 

6. Set aside unused portion of land for 
picknickers and strollers. 

7. Arrange nature walking trails away 
from the golf course. 

8. Write columns on lawn care for local 
newspapers. 

Professionals 

9. Conduct free golf clinics for local youth 
groups, disadvantaged youths and 
handicapped persons. 

10. Conduct free golf lessons and clinics 
for school golf teams. 

11. Conduct golf clinics for local park and 
recreational districts. 

12. Provide old or donated golf equipment 
to local youths. 

13. Allow disadvantaged youths playing 
privileges free with a club member in 
supervision. 

14. Conduct charitable events and tourna-
ments at your club. 

15. Participate in charitable events and 
tournaments. 

Club managers and the 
membership 

16. Make facilities available to charitable 
organizations. 

17. On off-days or at specified times, allow 
non-member disadvantaged youths use 
of the pool and tennis courts with a 
member in supervision. 

18. Offer price discounts for events of 
charitable organizations with coopera-
tion from distributors. 

Everyone 

19. Become involved with community ser-
vice organizations. 

20. Provide on-the-job training programs 
and summer jobs for youths. 

21. Keep news media informed on all of 
the above activities. 



Community relations 
cont inued 

Oregon have a very positive ap-
proach to community re la t ions . 
Some superintendents, such as Kim 
Jones at Pleasant Valley GC, work 
with the Oregon GCSA in educating 
the public in the use of chemicals 
and pesticides. Jones has conducted 
free clinics for homeowners on lawn 
renovation and general main te-
nance through the county extension 
service. He is also p repa r ing a 
series of beautiful slides for com-
munity groups and garden clubs on 
the enhancement of the golf course to 
the environment. Rogue Valley CC 
near Medford, Ore., works with the 
Oregon State Department of Agri-
culture in testing seed strains and 
sample plantings. Some superinten-
dents wri te articles or a regular 
column in newspapers on lawn care. 

John Zol ler , super in tendent at 
Eugene C C , considered one of 
Oregon's finest, has earned consid-
erable respect from both the golfing 
and non-golfing public for his con-
tr ibutions th roughou t the Pacific 
Northwest wi th other super in -
tendents in developing and adapting 
new strains of grass. Zoller was in-
s t rumental in acqua in t ing many 
parks and playgrounds with strains 
of ryegrass used on golf courses in the 
area. The board of directors at Eu-
gene CC provides financial support 
for Zoller to employ and t ra in 
agronomy students from Oregon col-
leges on an intern program, thereby 
creating future turf managers. 

In their contacts with the public, 
the superintendents mentioned em-
phasized the impor tance of a golf 
course to the community ecologically, 
including soil conservation, tempera-
ture and dust control, production of 
oxygen and sound absorption. 

Individual golf professionals have 
also adopted community relations pro-
grams. Many professionals conduct 
clinics at a nominal fee through park 
and recreation districts for beginning, 
intermediate and advanced golfers. 
Perhaps the most unselfish contribu-
tions of many golf professionals in the 
United States are exemplified by two 
professionals, 3,000 miles apart. 

In California, Norm Goodmanson, 
Westlake Village GC, has initiated 
a golf teaching program aimed at re-
habilitating delinquent boys. Once 
a week, Goodmanson conducts free 
lessons for young boys from California 
correctional institutions. 

A similar, but independent under-
taking by a golf professional in New 
York is also worthy of note. 

John Consiglio, owner and operator 
of the Galvano Golf Academy in New 
York City and head professional at 
Glenmere CC, Chester, N.Y., has be-
gun the first step of what he hopes will 
become a golf program as part of the 
curriculum in high schools through-
out the United States: To teach golf to 
boys in the inner city. 

Consiglio started a golf pilot pro-
gram at John J a y High School in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. It is in the heart of a 
ghetto. Physically, he teaches ap-
proximately 50 boys the basics of the 
golf swing. But he also feels the 
courtesies and benefits of golf can go a 
long way towards shaping the future 
of his pupils. "The character-build-
ing amenities associated with golf can 
build a great atmosphere for these 
kids," Consiglio says. "They know 
that when playing golf they must be 
honest with themselves. If they 
cheat, they only cheat themselves. It 
is a sport where the individual can 
t r iumph and attain confidence in 
himself." 

Consigl io also makes the boys 
aware of the opportunities for em-
ployment associated with golf; 
caddying, sales and maintenance. 
Although the boys have yet to get 
onto a golf course, Consiglio hopes 
that perhaps after they have received 
enough basic instruction, they will 
be able to play at some of New York's 
public courses free of charge under 
supervision. 

Consiglio, along with members of 
his teaching staff J o e Liss, Dave 
Weber and Harold Weisblute, donate 
their time and equipment for this ex-
perimental venture. Consiglio feels 
they have received a great deal in 
return. One day 12 of the boys in the 
class came to the studio on a Satur-
day morn ing to pract ice and hit 
balls. After hitting balls, they tried to 
pay for use of the studio. Consiglio 
would have no part of that and offer-
ed subway tokens to reimburse them 
for their one-hour ride because he felt 
the kids couldn't afford it. "They 
strongly refused," he says, "and one 
boy said 'thank you, you've already 
done enough for us. I have really 
developed an interest and apprecia-
tion for golf. It has got me off the 
streets and I am now caddying on 
weekends and channe l ing my 
frustrations into the golf swing. ' " 

T h e number of t o u r n a m e n t s 
sponsored by golf courses each year 

are too numerous to mention. The 
West has the Bob Hope Desert 
Classic, The Midwes t boasts the 
Onwentsia Pro-Am, and such clubs as 
the Suburban Club of Bal t imore 
County (considered a " J e w i s h " 
club) host an annual tournament to 
benefit the Catholic Youth Organi-
zation in the Baltimore area. 

PGA sections are also becoming 
actively involved in community re-
lat ions p rograms . T h e Arizona 
chapter has a tremendous program 
working with handicapped persons. 
In Illinois a golf school sponsored by 
the Chicago Tr ibune has been at-
tended by thousands of persons. The 
Illinois PGA has over 200 of its mem-
bers serving as instructors for these 
clinics. Their services are donated. 

Club managers have also become 
community relations oriented. Many 
private country clubs in the Midwest 
make their facilities available for char-
itable organizational activities. They 
also offer these groups a price break. 
Idlewild CC in Chicago has developed 
a strong cooperative educational pro-
gram which has received support from 
the Chicago Club Managers Assn. 
They have a chef training program 
with the Washburne Trade School. 
In fact, the Chicago CMAA contribut-
ed $1,000 to the school this year to 
train future chefs and club managers. 

Of course, no program in com-
munity relations can be successful if 
the membership does not back up the 
super in tenden t , professional or 
club manager 100 per cent. Under-
takings of any magnitude which will 
ultimately affect the club should be 
a cooperat ive ven ture among all 
members of the country club. Special 
emphasis must be placed on inform-
ing the membership that any com-
munity activities will not interfere 
with their privileges, but will en-
hance the image of their club within 
the community with a minimum of 
time and expense. 

The tasks facing golf courses are 
not insurmountable. Criticism of pri-
vate clubs, however, must be satisfac-
torily answered if they want favorable 
property tax legislation from the pub-
lic, who ultimately must pick up the 
tab. The green belt argument is not 
strong enough to stand on its own. 

Golf courses must prove to the 
members of their community that they 
are an asset to more than just a few 
golfers who enjoy their privileges. In 
effect, golf courses must become aware 
of the needs of the community and 
move to supply these needs. • 


