
Confused by the great variety of weed-k i l le rs be ing offered? N o n e e d to be—just 
spray w i t h : 

MECOPEX the weed-k i l le r p r o v e n safe for your ben t greens (and ben t fair-
ways). Especially effect ive on c lover , ch ickweed, k n o t w e e d and planta in . 

MECOPAR the new b road-spec t rum weed-k i l l e r for fa i rway use (even o n blue 
grasses and bents). Controls c o m m o n fairway weeds inc luding dande l ion , clover, 
ch ickweed , k n o t w e e d , plantain and many others. 

End " w e e d - k i l l e r confusion"—simply apply MECOPEX and MECOPAR w i t h any 
standard spraying equ ipment . 

PEACE OF MIND PRODUCTS FROM 

T.M. 

M Q R T O I M C H E M I C A L C O M P A N Y 
DIVISION OF MORTON INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

110 N O R T H W A C K E R DRIVE • CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 6 0 B 0 B 



Running a successful Par-3 
A well-maintained, not too dijficiilt course, a well stocked 

pro shop and range rack up profits at Parkbrook. 

By R. H. DOOLITTLE 

T he operation of a Par Three golf 
course is similar, in many ways, to the 
operation of a championship course. Yet, 
there are many situations completely 
unique to Par Three professionals, situa-
tions that never arise before our fellow 
pros on the par 72 courses. 

After iive years as a pro-manager at 
the Parkbrook Par Three course in South-
west Cleveland, I have drawn several 
definite conclusions that lead toward the 
successful operation of the short course: 

a. Don't make the course too difficult. 
b. Electric golf carts do not add to the 

business, although they do have a defi-

nite "novelty" value. 
c. It is necessary to light only the last 

three or four holes. 
d. A high-quality pro shop is most 

important. 
e. "Jar" balls play an essential role in 

pro shop sales. 
f. A range, even if just for irons, is 

important. 
First of all, let me say that Par Three 

golf courses give the beginner—young-
ster and oldster alike—the opportunity 
to learn something about the game. The 
courses are definitely a challenge for 
golfing neophytes. 

'Jar" balls, starter sets and trade-in policy have built shop business to $10,000 per year. 



This is why Par Threes should not 

be made too difficult. People who play 

the short course do so for recreation, 

although at Parkbrook we do have sever-

al very interesting holes. Some of them 

certainly are challenging even for the 

better players. 

The condition of the course and the 

quality of the pro shop is important. The 

better it is the more respect the people 

have for it. They like to feel that every-

thing at the course—greens and fairways, 

especially—are as fine as at the better 

clubs. 

Sand bunkers are important, too, as 

long as they are not too difficult. People 

like to have them. They feel it is more 

like a championship course. Traps also 

can serve another purpose if they are 

placed in strategic positions. They can 

catch a stray ball, and keep it from 

rolling into water, for example, thus 

saving time. 

Because the Par Three courses do lack 

length, electric golf cars do not, I find, 

play a vital role. People do use them 

once or twice until the novelty wears 

off. Since the holes are short, the cars 

do not speed up play. In fact, they even 

can slow down play, while everyone rides 

around. Cars are helpful, though, for the 

older and handicapped people. 

The trend at Par Three courses is to 

install lights for night play. A few regu-

lation-size courses are doing this too. 

Lighting is wonderful in theory and 

would be magnificent if all the partici-

pants were Arnold Palmers and Jack 

Nicklauses. But people will insist on hit-

ting the ball sideways, out of range of 

the lights. This results in lost balls and 

delays, at our peak crowd periods, while 

the victim spends time searching. 

Because of night play, it is impossible 

to have any rough. All the grass must be 

cut to within an inch so that the ball 

easily can be spotted. Grass over an inch 

long causes trouble. Trees can also cause 

problems, as they cast shadows. 

After dark, there also is a problem 

with wet greens, because of the dew. As 

a result, the greens on our back nine, 
Cont inued on next page 

Players at Par-3's like to feel everything at the course is as fine as at the better clubs. 
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which is not lighted, are much better 

than the greens on the lighted front side. 

The biggest evening play comes ap-

proximately 1M hours before the official 

sunset. By 10 oclock, providing the tem-

perature is less than 50 degrees, it's al-

most over for the night. That's why I 

believe it's necessary to light only the 

last three, maybe four, holes. This will 

give the course an extra hour or so of 

play. This even applies to regulation size 

courses. Few people come out at 10 

o'clock and decide they want to play 

a round—and they usually are problem 

players. 

M any of our golfers will play the un-

lighted back nine first and then move 

over to the lighted front nine. Many 

nights, around 8 o'clock, there will be 

80 to 90 people stacked up on the tees, 

waiting for a chance to play. And play 

doesn t move as fast as you'd like. It 

takes a foursome 10 to 12 minutes to 

play each hole, instead of the usual 7 

minutes, by the time each golfer takes 

four and five strokes—or more. 

The pro shop at Parkbrook has been 

an important segment of the business. In 

five years, it has grown from $175 a year 

to almost $10,000, with an ample supply 

of high quality equipment. 

Parkbrook sells many of the name 

brands of balls and clubs. The beginners 

start with rental clubs—a real necessity— 

we have over 30 sets and on a busy day 

we run out more than once. One in four 

gets the bug and purchases a starter set. 

With each set, the purchaser is assured 

that he will be given a trade-in on the 

first set if he comes back and buys a bet-

ter set. It is suiprising how many people 

do come back and eventually work up to 

the high-priced professional line. 

O ur shop sells approximately 9,000 

golf balls a year. This includes the 

finest to the "jar" balls, those with 

cuts, etc., that are fished out of the two 

lakes. Last year alone, 16,000 balls were 

taken out of the lakes. They are repaint-

ed and sold five for $1. There never are 

enough to go around. 

For the beginners, we suggest one 

good ball to putt with and the others to 

smack around. If they lose one of the 

"jar" balls, they haven't lost much. Be-

sides, a high-priced ball with a cut or 

two still flies much better than a cheap, 

low compression ball. 

It becomes sort of a game here. The 

people kid each other about "how many 

balls did you lose?" One fellow knocked 
C o n t i n u e d on p a g e 26 

Fast-buck operators may 

hurt the game of golf 

My overall att i tude on Par-3's is perhaps 
a little on the discouraging side, not that 
our business is bad (by the way my wife, 
Louise, who is club manager at Parkbrook, 
is one of those great, but unsung heroines 
of the golf business), but because I really 
feel that Par-3's have taken over the place 
that Miniature Golf held 30 years ago. By 
this I mean that years ago 10 or 15 
thousand dollars could be easily obtained 
and put into a miniature for a quick 
return with l i t t le or no concern as to 
whether this would be good for golf or 
not. Today, I think, with money being 
easier to come by, that a great many 
people want "on the band wagon" and 
are will ing to invest 100 or 150 thousand 
dollars with the same thought—quick and 
easy prof i ts—get in on the harvest and 
publicity that golf is generating through 
the lour . To * * * * with the good of golf, 
the gentleman's game, the upbringing of 
juniors, etc. Most of these fast-buck opera-
tors will eventually go broke, particularly 
when they find that the fast profits are 
just not to be had without proper capi-
talization and especially proper planning. 
They usually do not play golf themselves 
and can see no reason for a PGA pro-
fessional, and just use a ticket taker, and 
very seldom hire a qualified superintendent. 
This could—and I admit that it is un-
believable at this t ime—star t a general 
downswing for the entire golf industry. 
Naturally, my views do not include any 
well planned, well run Par-3's such as the 
ones at Augusta, Miami or some of those 
in California and a few other places. 

G O L F D O M 

For more information circle number 176 on card • 



Now youve 
really got 
things stacked 
against summer 
turf disease 
H e r e are your three best programs for c o n -
trol of all major s u m m e r turf d iseases . J u s t 
pick one—any one—and start spraying n o w ! 

New KROMA-CLOR™, w i t h t u r f 

co lor ) gives you total s u m m e r d isease c o n -
trol in a single package . T h e r e ' s noth ing 
to add except water! K R O M A - C L O R has 
tha t "extra p u n c h " to keep brown patch 
ou t of the picture all s u m m e r long—even 
dur ing the hot, humid wea ther w h e n it u s u -
ally thr ives. 

New ULTRA-CLOR™ gives y0u e«. 
actly t h e s a m e total protect ion as K R O M A -
C L O R , except that U L T R A - C L O R d o e s n ' t 
c o n t a i n turf color. 

KROMAD* plus CALO-CLOR* 
is the program you've used successfu l ly 
for years . Your regular weekly app l ica t ion 
of K R O M A D provides b r o a d - s p e c t r u m c o n -
trol . Dur ing severe b r o w n patch wea ther , 
j u s t a d d a l i t t l e C A L O - C L O R to y o u r 
tank mix. 
Each of these three p rograms gives you 
en t i re -season control of brown patch, 
dol lar spot, copper spot , red thread a n d 
t h e leaf bl ights. 

Call your Mallinckrodt dlstributor today. 

<^Mallinckrodt^> 

TURF PRODUCTS 

M ALLINCKRODT CHEMICAL WORKS 
ST. LOUIS • NEW YORK • LOS A N G E L E S 
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17 into one of tlie lakes one night, and 

then tossed in the clubs! 

Parkbrook is open from March until 

November, seven days and nights a 

week. The course, pro shop and snack 

bar have been successful operations but 

a range almost is a necessity, too. The 

range enables people who don't have 

time to play to hit a few golf balls and 

keep their games in shape. Lights on the 

range, naturally, are essential and allow 

more time for giving lessons. 

The most important thing about Par 

Three golf is to make certain the people 

are happy. They are playing the short 

courses, generally, for recreation. It's 

the responsibility of the professional and 

manager to make sure the participants 

are having a good time, while trying to 

improve their game and are also learning 

both proper golf safety and etiquette. • 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO 
Craig Wood, so-called "hard luck 

champion," won both the Masters and 
Open by three strokes. 

Long Jim Barnes dead, 
former U. S. Open champ 
Long Jim Barnes, star professional 

golfer of the nineteen-twenties, died last 

month in his apartment in New Jersey. 

He was 79 years old. 

Mr. Barnes, a tall (6 foot 4) , angular 

man, was regarded, along with Walter 

Hagen and Jock Hutchinson, as one of 

the "Big Three" of professional golf dur-

ing the 1920's, now remembered as the 

"golden era" of sports. 

He won the first National Professional 

Golfers Association Championship in 

1916, again in 1919, and won the British 

Open in 1925. In 1921 he won the U. S. 

Open by nine strokes, a margin which 

still stands as a record, was runner-up 

in the P.G.A. twice, tied for second in 

the British Open in 1922 and won the 

Western Open three times. 

He is survived by two daughters, Mrs. 

Noel Thompson of Roseland, N. J., and 

Mrs. Joseph A. Manda of Springfield, 

N. J., and five grandchildren. 

» 

SKINNER 
Complete equipment for Automatic, 

Semi-automatic and Manual 
irrigation systems 

Backed by over 60 years of irrigation research, de-
sign and manufacturing experience . . . Skinner golf 
course systems are your best guarantee of efficient, 
economical watering and long, dependable service. 

The complete line of Skinner equipment includes 
performance-proven sprinklers in all types and sizes 
. . . automatic controllers and electric valves . . . and 
the only bayonet type valve that can be cleaned and 
repaired from above ground without disturbing the 
turf. Write today for complete information. 

T H E S K I N N E R I R R I G A T I O N COMPANY 
4 1 5 WATER STREET, TROY, O H I O 

Fairway Sprinkler 
on Coupler 

Time-Trol 11 station 
Automatic Controller 

Quick• 
Coupling Turf Valve 



Are courses 
taxed fairly? 

Ineqnities in the present 

law demand action now, says 

this 9-hole owner. 

By W I L L I A M E. L Y O N S 

jTaxes and electricity have one thing 

in common. Both are shocking and both 

can kill you. Both are necessary in a 

modern society, but have to be con-

trolled wisely for maximum benefits. 

Taxes are a heavy, oppressive burden. 

So heavy that one of my Michigan 

friends was put out of the golf business 

in 1965. My neighboring course had 

raises each year for 30 years up to '65 

when he got a 3% lower billing. Another 

was increased 52% in the past year. 

One of the Detroit clubs had its val-

uation tripled in '65. From a farm to a 

golf course the tax jump was 966% in 

one year. 

Zoning regulations often give top 

priority to outdoor recreation in resi-

dential and agricultural areas. Zoning 

oflicials bless our efforts but the col-

lectors tax us as "Commercial." If the 

collectors are riglit, we are illegally 

operating a commercial business in a 

residential zone. The golf course owner 

is trapped by the confusion and incon-

sistency of taxation. 

Turf Management is Agriculture 

The art and science of Turf Manage-

ment is now recognized as one of the 

most exacting in agriculture. Who grows 

more per square inch than a turf man-

ager on a golf course? Nevertheless, 

taxing authorities have not recognized 

that everything growing on a golf course 

is agricultural in nature. 

The acreage we devote to grasses, 

trees, flowers, water and sand, regard-

less of how we derive an income from 

them, should bear the same tax valua-

tion as the same plants on agricultural 

lands. Sometimes these agricultural lands 

Bill Lyons is a 
f ighter. He is an 
American. He is a 
member of a heav-
ily taxed minority. 
He owns a 9-hole 
g o l f course in 
northern Ohio. He 
used to be super-
intendent of the f irestone Course at Akron. 
He developed an excellent strain of golf 
grass. He is a fellow with foresight and 
brains as well as guts. What he isn't is a 
guy with much of a living left as a hard-
working, worried " f ree" American business-
man after the tax commissars get through 
with him. On the one side Bill sees the 
governing Big Brother giving golf a blessing 
and on the other side golf being murdered 
by Big Brother's taxes. Bill wants a small 
bit of the Great Society for golf course 
owners. This il luminating and warning view 
of golf course taxes was delivered by Wm. 
E. Lyons at the Pennsylvania State 34th 
annual Turfgrass Conference—EDITOR. 

are just across the fence. Sometimes a 

course built on a farm becomes com-

pletely surrounded by suburbs. 

Arguing our case before an Ohio 

county auditor was useless. He stated 

that there is no legislation permitting 

him to classify us as "Recreational." 

Therefore he will continue to classify us 

as Commercial. He would not agree that 

growing grass is agricultural in nature. 

G^rasses, trees, flowers, water and sand 

used by man for man's recreation on a 

golf course are the highest order of soil 

conserving agriculture. Classifying them 

as such and dedicating the lands to 

recreation for posterity would be a guar-

antee to the community that these open 

lands must be held only for recreational 

purposes. In Ohio, that is the way the 

Forestry law reads; why can't the same 

principle apply to recreational lands? 

It would then be safe for one to build 

a house bordering a course or to move 

into a community where there will al-

ways be a "Dedicated" golf course. 
C o n t i n u e d on pogc 3 0 



For a cut above Ihe average 
011 golf dub or home putting greens 

RANSOMES 

16" cut CERTES 
To keep fine turf in perfect 

tr im you must use this crafts-

man-built greens mower. 

I f you handletl this superb 

macli ine at the International 

Turf Grass Conference you 

wil l have noted that all work-

ing parts are machined to fine 

limits, tliat the height of cut 

adjustment is precisely made 

at .008" at a time, tliat the 

free r id ing handles adjust 

themselves to your height or 

can be fixed if preferred. You 

get 100 effortless cuts per yard 

with the Certes—in fact per-

fection! 

Wit l i ovcr 130 years of lawn 

mower design exper ience 

behind theni Ransomes find 

tliat 16" is narrow enough to 

avoid 'scalping' on undulat-

ing turf yet just wide enough 

to he a time-saving machine. 

Contact Warren's Turf Nur-

sery, Ransoines lawn niower 

distrihutors for the U.S.A. 

Distrihution from warehouses 

near Chicago, New York and 

San Francisco. 

RANSOMES 
R A N S O M E S S IMS & J E F F E R I E S • I P S W I C H E N G L A N D 

Send your inquirics and or 
ders t o :— 

Warrcn's Turf Nursery 

8400 W . l l l t h Street, 

Palos Park, 

C H I C A G O , 

Illinois. 



THE ONLY WAY TO PUTT PROPERLY 
IS TO "STROKE" THE BALL CORRECTLY! 

BUT TO " S T R O K E " IT A N D SINK IT, IT S THE 
PUTTING SURFACE THAT COUNTS. 

A PERFECT PUTTING SURFACE CAN BE OBTAINED 
ONLY WITH STOLONSI 

i 

k E S E A R C H H A S M A D E % ^ W e # r S T O L O N S T H E B E S T 
THEY ARE GROWN ON STERILIZED SOIL 

FREE FROM WILD BENTS and POA ANNUA 
FOR THE FINEST GREENS 

WITH PERFECT, EVEN 
TEXTURE AND 

TVcwt&i 
STOLONS 

TURF NURSERY 

8400 W. 111 th St„ Palos Park, lllinois 
Send us details on beautiful, hardy, vigorous greens 
and tees with Warren Stolons • Warren' Sod 
FREE L ITERATURE 
• "Construction and Planting of Putting Greens with 

Creeping Bent Sod or Stolons." 
• "Genetic Variability in Creeping Bent" A study of 

seed versus stolons for planting putting greens. 
Club Name 
Add ress 
City State Zip 
Superintendent 



T A X E S Cont inued from page 27 

Taxes price golf too high 

In Ohio, auditors are required to re-

appraise property every six years. Much 

of this is done by professional appraising 

companies. There is no set of specifica-

tions prescribed by law so the auditor 

accepts the ones set up by the pro 

appraisers. These are based on xx num-

ber of dollars per acre of fairway, xx 

dollars per square foot of green, xx dol-

lar valuation for each sand trap (Same 

price regardless of size), and x more 

dollars if the fairways are irrigated, 

drain-tile, etc. He is even allowed to tax 

us on potential income. Is this a real 

tax, or a guessing game in which their 

guesses always go higher next time? 

We have allowed ourselves to become 

the prime target of the tax assessor be-

cause we have not organized to protect 

the interest of the golfing clientele. We 

should be ashamed of ourselves. Up to 

now it has been so easy to raise the 

rates and collect the taxes from the 

golfer. From now on it is not going 

to be that easy. Operating costs will be 

up 15% for 1966. 

We have not kept auditors informed 

of the high cost of good maintenance. 

It takes money to make a good golf 

course better. Our public course players 

are entitled to something better than 

cow-pasture conditions. Tell the apprais-

ers that if we stop maintenance for a 

week that income would stop. Golfers 

would boycott us. At the end of two 

weeks that green they appraised so high 

would only be a sheep pasture. Just a 

couple of years out of play and the 

greens would be covered by brambles 

and elm thickets. 

Many times golf courses become the 

hub around which fine residential prop-

erty of high value develops. Often, fine 

courses have been lost to these com-

munities because the laws are so loosely 

written that the tax rulers declared a 

course would produce more taxes if land 

values were based on the number of 

lots the property would make when sub-

divided. This was happening so often 

in California that the private clubs 
Cont inued on page 32 

Build HEALTHIER GREENS . . . 
STRONGER TURF . . . 

immediateltj toith 

PLANT MARVEL 
LIQUID FORMULAS 

Contains all necessary trace elements—100% solubility guaranteed. 

Liquid feeding Plant Marvel formulas on a regular program all season long. 
gives far greater control over the health and growth of greens than any other 
single turf management practice. Selecting the properly balanced formula for 
use at various stages of turf development will produce the desired response 
within a day or two of application. By feeding a complete formulation each 
time the possibility of nutrient deficiencies is eliminated. Turf maintains 
vigorous growth that is far more resistant to fungous diseases and insect 
damage. These formulas all contain sequestered trace elements, dissolve 
100% in water, will not clog the finest sprayer nozzles. They are com-
patible with all insecticide and fungicide sprays and feed instantly through 
the leaf surface or turf roots. 

Packed In 50 and 100 Ib. 
drums. Write for prices or 
ccntact nearest distributor. 

Write for Cfcetnical Fertilizer Brochure . . . gives directions and formulas for turf care. 

LABORATORIES 
Dept. GD-75 662 W. 119th St. 

Chicago, III. 60628 


