
siles was projected through the roof of a 
barn on a nearby farm, bringing the 
threat of a law suit. The affair, however, 
was settled amicably when the Maddox 
firm agreed to pay for the roof repair. 

There was a kind of gypsy air about 
the compound in which workers lived 
while a course was being built. It was 
always located in a grove of trees, 
preferably near a stream. A rolling cook 
wagon sometimes was brought in. If not, 
a cookhouse was built before construction 
of a course was begun and along with it, 
a bunkhouse or two. A husband and wife 
team usually was hired to cook for the 
crew of 30 or 35 men. Food had to be 
good or it was impossible to keep help. 

Most of the Maddox employees were 
muleskinners who were recruited in Mis-
souri, Kentucky and Southern Illinois, 
and the majority weren't afraid of hard 
work. It was necessary to have specialists 
on the payroll in the 20's. Today, a course 
construction company can't get along 
without mechanics; the specialists then 
were blacksmiths and barnmen. 

The muleskinner began his exodus 
around 1925—unless he learned to drive 
a tractor. It was about this time that con-
tractors of all kinds started using more 
and more tractors because they now were 
being turned out in mass quantities by 
automobile and farm equipment manu-
facturers. Until 1925 the only tractor 
Maddox Construction owned was a Holt, 
a relic of World War I. So far as Charlie 
Maddox is concerned, the muleskinner, 
or at least his trade, became extinct in 
1929 when his company sold the last of 
its horses and mules. 

The development of the Fresno scraper 
in the mid-20's, along with the increasing 
use of tractors, enabled course builders 
to move dirt faster and step up the 
building pace. The lever-operated Fresno, 
a steel cylinder open on one side and 
equipped with draw bars, was a con-
siderable improvement over anything that 
had been used before for scraping and 
transporting topsoil. Maddox credits his 
father with improvising what may have 
been the first bulldozer used in the U. S. 

Continued on next page 
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He rigged a wooden scraper to the front 
end of a tractor so that dirt could be 
pushed ahead of it. That greatly im-
proved the maneuverability and earth 
moving capacity of the machine. 

Where Maddox Construction once con-
fined its activity to three states, it now 
ranges over the entire country east of the 
Rockies, and will go beyond these bound-
aries if a building contract is waiting. In 
recent years it has built courses in such 
widely scattered places as Fargo, N. D., 
Delray Beach, Fla. and Tucson, Ariz. 
The company expects to have another 
course going in Florida this winter. 

There are at least four reasons why 
the Maddox Company has been able to 
widen its range. Most important is that 
Chuck and Bill, having served their con-
struction apprenticeship between 1946 
and 1956, are as competent as their 
father in shaping a golf layout. 

Great improvements in the capacities 

and performance of construction equip-
ment in the last decade have speeded up 
the building process and made it some-
what easier, although the Maddoxes 
aren't always convinced of this in the 
midst of a June-July heat wave. 

Better transportation facilities have 
given the company much more mobility 
than it had 10 or 15 years ago. It can 
now pack up and move from 15 to 20 
truckloads of equipment several thousand 
miles in only a few days where once it 
took perhaps a month to pull out of one 
job site and get relocated in another. 

Finally, the three arms of the Maddox 
Company all have experienced and well-
trained working crews. The nucleus of 
each is composed of about eight or 10 
men, most of whom have been with the 
company for at least five years. It is be-
cause of the skill and competence of the 
men who work for them that the Mad-
doxes are able to pride themselves on 
two things: They are never late in com-
pleting a job, and they never have to go 
back and repair one that has been done. • 
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L E G A L P U T T E R 
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toward the tip so that it cleared the 
putting green." 

Vic's next putter (No. 3 ) , incorporated 
these improvements, but his friends still 
found the putter clumsy looking. Worse, 
the flat sole of putters 1 and 2 resulted 
in the toe or heel being off the ground 
on uneven lies. 

"This problem," says Vic, "put me on 
the road to the final solution. I had had 
a lot of problems weighting putters 2 
and 3. Getting the lead to stay in the 
aluminum was time consuming and in 
putter 3 the shorter tail gave me less 
surface into which to pour the lead." 

Vic decided to reduce the size of the 
whole putter. This allowed him to go 
to bronze for the first time, and eliminat-
ed the weighting problem. He also curved 
the sole. (The wood model for this was 
No. 4, above.) "At this point I thought 
I had it made. I drilled the hole for 

the shaft in the center (No. 5 ) , inserted 
the shaft, and took it out to the course," 
Vic says, " I used this putter at a 10 oz. 
weight for quite some time and was well 
satisfied. But people I showed the putter 
to still thought it was wrong! 

"Most putters are around 10 oz. and 
I had been using this as a guide to 
weight my putter. Then I realized that 
in my design, most of the weight is 
centered along the swing path and the 
weight is not felt as much as in a con-
ventional putter. I decided to make the 
putter heavier—nearer to 12 oz. 

"The other problem I also discovered 
by 'feel.' With the shaft entering the 
center of the head at about 75 degrees, 
I was taking weight out of the part be-
tween the center and the toe. This un-
balanced the putter, causing the very 
'twist' I was trying to avoid in the first 
place!" 

The solution was to have the shaft 
enter the head slightly toward the heel 

Continued on next page 
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LEGAL P U T T E R 
Continued from previous page 

of center. "This was the difference be-
tween having a putter and not having 
one," Vic says. "When I took this one 
(No. 5 ) to the course I got a lot of 
favorable remarks. Another plus was that 
it allowed me to put a line down the cen-
ter of the putter, making a good sighting 
guide as the golfer lines up his putt." 

But Vic's problems were not quite 
over. After about an hour or so, some 
of the golfers complained the rounded 
sole did not sit flat on the ground. They 
found they had to "float" the club off the 
green at address, which was uncomfort-
able, and tended to increase tension. 

" I took out a file and flattened the 
sole a little in the center, and while I 
was at it, filed down the 'wings' of the 
putter, thus bringing out, in the mind's 
eye, the central 'hammer' portion. This 
improved its general appearance immea-
surably." 

The end result, which De Carlo has 
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named the Bull-Head Putter, is shown 
as No. 6 and at bottom right (p. 48) . 
This putter conforms to USGA rules. 

"That's the story," says Vic. "If I had 
to do it all over again, I think I would 
have quit cold. Luckily for me, my wife 
Joan kept prodding me just enough to 
keep going. I also received a lot of help 
along the way from professionals to 
whom I showed the club, especially Fred 
Ferrara, our pro at Northwood." • 

GRAFFIS ' SWING 
Continued f rom page 9 

of Recreation Park, Long Beach, and 
the cartographers went on from there 
. . . But now all is well; the mistake no 
longer is a mistake . . . At the suggestion 
of Long Beach citizens who've enjoyed 
Lake's 30 years of service, the Recreation 
Park casting pool has been named Lake 
George . . . George Lake, by the way, 
while sec. of the PGA Junior Golf Pro-
motion Committee, organized pros nation-
wide into the kid golf program. 

Continued on next page 
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Joe Campbell is taking time off from 
the circuit to work with Sam Carmichael, 
who's taking a short leave from his job 
as asst. to Blackie Orsi at Bob o' Link 
GC (Chicago district) . . . They're 
running their second U.S. Junior Golf 
Camp at Lake Manitou, Rochester, Ind. 
. . . It's for boys from 8 to 18 . . . Jay 
Kimbrough now pro-mgr. Durant (Okla.) 
CC . . . Pro football leagues getting 
together with prospect of television run-
ning the pro football show may make 
you ask what's happened to the Yankees 
and who cares? . . . Another round is 
coming up in the debate between spon-
sors and pros on T V money. 

PGA played it very smart in promoting 
John Hubbard, its magazine editor and 
publicity man to become an asst. to 
Robert T. Creasy, the association's ex-
ecutive director . . . Creasy also gets 
William A. (Bil ly) Booe as an asst. on 
tournament bureau matters . . . Booe 
was supervisor of the Caribbean and 
Latin American tours . . . Glynn (Bud) 
Harvey joins the PGA in the new post 
of director of public relations . . . Har-
vey is an experienced newspaperman, was 
associate editor of Golf World with Bob 
Harlow, and helped Fred Corcoran write 
his book . . . He has been editing a trade 
association journal . . . Among his 
numerous cultural qualities is his talent 
as a Barber Shop Quartette canary . . . 
At this writing PGA is still looking for 
a man who will plan and conduct the 
PGA's business educational program 
which is to be greatly enlarged. 

Douglas Kennedy and Phil Corrado 
have bought Villa Olivia CC in western 
suburban Chicago, one of the older daily 
fee courses which has been attractively 
rehabilitated . . . Next year Villa Olivia 
will care for individual fee play as well 
as trade tournaments but in 1968 will 
receive trade tournaments only . . . Al-
ready much of the course's available 
time has been booked for trade affairs 
. . . Pro shop club sales so far this year 
are decidedly ahead of any previous year 
. . . Golf courses maintenance equipment 
sales, mowers and tractors especially, are 
highly satisfactory, too, in most areas. 

Alvin (Butch) Krueger resigns after 
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40 years as pro at Beloit, Wis., municipal 
course . . . Poor health . . . He was a 
fine player in the 1930s . . . Howie 
Kluth now pro at Royal Oaks CC, Me-
quon, Wis., with winter job at Estate 
Carlton Hotel course, St. Croix, Virgin 
Islands . . . Billy Milward signed as 
pro at Bass Lake CC, Antigo, Wis. . . . 
George Ruffin new pro at Beaver Hills 
CC, Cedar Falls, la. . . . Johnny Bulla 
back in a pro job after a long time 
away . . . He now is pro at Century 
CC, Scottsdale, Ariz. . . . Bulla has won 
the Arizona Open 13 times. 

Jim Barnes, 79, winner of the first 
PGA championship (in 1916) and of 
the PGA in 1919, the US Open in 1921 
and the British Open in 1925, and the 
Western Open in 1914, 1917 and 1919, 
died of a heart attack in his apartment 
at East Orange, N.J., May 25 . . . He 
was born in Cornwall, England, and 
came to the U.S. in 1906 . . . He served 
as pro at Pelham CC, Crescent Athletic 
Club, Essex CC and North Hempstead 
Club, all in the New York Metropolitan 
district . . . He retired in 1930 but 
continued to give occasional lessons . . . 
He was at the National Open at Con-
gressional in 1964 as a spectator . . . 
He said that he weighed five pounds 
more than when he won at Columbia 
CC in 1921 . . . He led Walter Hagen 
and Fred McLeod by nine strokes at 
the 1921 finish . . . Although tall he 
played with shafts shorter than normal 
. . . His wife died in 1964 . . . He is 
survived by two daughters, Mrs. Noel 
Thompson and Mrs. Joseph A. Manda. 

John Lawrence Grimes, 75, formerly 
advertising director for Wheeling Steel 
Co. and writer of a golf column in 
Wheeling News Register, died recently 
in Wheeling . . . He was active in West 
Virginia golf and was early in seeing 
the potential of Sam Snead and fore-
casting that the boy from The Greenbrier 
was bound to be one of the greatest. 

L. R. (Rusty) Wall, branch mgr., 
A.G. Spalding & Bros., Chicago, started 
with Spalding in April, 1926, when 
Spalding's Chicago office was at 211 S. 
State St. and Doug Tweedie, C.S. Lin-
coln, Johnny Miller, Jim Craig and 
other historical characters were around 
. . . Rusty still looks and acts as fresh 

Cont inued on next page 
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as a new guy on the job trying to make 
pros happy . . . Avery Harris, who 
handles Wittek Golf Range Supply Co. 
foreign business says Wittek's foreign 
business in range equipment is vastly 
larger than they ever thought possible 
. . . Sales of Wittek ball washers and 
pickers is large in Japan and Britain . . . 
Oil company employees on ranges in 
Saudi Arabia use a lot of Clem Wittek's 
equipment and supplies . . . Miniature 
courses are doing great wherever the 
locations are good, Harris reports . . . 
That new plant of Wittek's with 80,000 
sq. ft. is a tremendous rise from Clem's 
start in range used ball sales. 

That story on Doug Sanders a collec-
tion of short quotes Dan Fales wrote 
for Life, has some swell paragraphs: . . . 
"For every bucket of practice drives a 
golfer should hit two buckets of chip 
shots . . . That's where most of the 
money shots are" . . . "I just can't afford 
to miss these $100,000 tournaments . . . 
Hell, a guy can kick the ball around 
the course and still make three or four 
thousand." . . . Some tournament spon-
sors are forecasting there will be a minor 
league golf tournament circuit sooner than 
expected if the TV revenue share from 
the bigger money tourneys is cut from 
the events that are financed by selling 
tickets . . . Golf tournament television 
ratings are not much to brag about but 
they are reputed to have a class audience 
and get rid of a lot of advertisers' money 
very quickly. 

Robert Thomason is architect of Old 
Mill GC nine at Winton, N. C., built on 
an FHA-guaranteed loan at the site of 
Hare's Mill, which has been going since 
pre-revolutionary days . . . Thomason 
also has designed nine for Montecillo, 
Ky., with FHA OKing the loan. 

It's a pleasant service to be able to 
put in a plug for William Sherman and 
Associates and Golf Realty Corp., 16 
California St., San Francisco . . . They 
are selling, leasing, managing and de-
veloping golf course projects with hous-
ing development on the rim . . . A 
Fresno, Calif, attorney, Vernon E. Bjork-
lund is president and Gene Parris of Fres-


