
A championship green cannot be established 
with seed. This fact has been recognized by 
golf course superintendents for over 50 years. 

The variability in seed results eventually in 
"patchwork quilt" greens of different textures 
and different colors. Recent experimental plant-
ings of Penncross seed resulted in over 100 dif-
ferent types of Bent from 1 ounce of seed. This 

If what you seek is putting green perfection 
with less future trouble, plant stolons. Make 
certain that the stolons you plant were grown 
on sterilized soil and are free of wild bent 
and poa annua. 

FOR THE FINEST GREENS POSSIBLE AT 

THE LOWEST PRICE POSSIBLE PLANT 

10<Wie*t STOLONS 

extreme variability can be seen at our research 
center in Palos Park, Illinois. 

A leading turf expert stated recently, "Now 
that the quality of turf developed from com-
mercial Penncross seed seems to be deteriorat-
ing (production fields appear to be left down 
too long) turf men are looking to the old 
standard stolons." 

TURF NURSERY 
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Address 
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trogen and magnesium. The light treat-
ments are certainly having an effect, but 
it is too early to evaluate fertilizer effects. 

Tifdwarf and Tifgreen—Observations 
were made of the Tifdwarf and Tifgreen 
plantings. Early indications of the Tif-
dwarf show a distinct difference in color 
from Tifgreen. It has some different 
growth habits and preliminary indica-
tions are that it may not tolerate as much 
top dressing as Tifgreen. 

St. Augustine Breeding and Selection 
Studies—Wayne Allen is continuing his 
work with St. Augustinegrass. A visit was 
made to the plots he is working with. 
Wayne gave an explanation of the cyto-
logical and genetical work being carried 
on with the various types of St. Augus-
tinegrass. Also, extensive screening work 
is underway in an effort to select strains 
showing resistance to Brownpatch dis-
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Turf heating—The area was visited 
where the turf heating experiments are 
being conducted. Results of last year's 
trials have been published in Progress 
Report 2360. Copies of this are available 
and may be obtained by writing the 
Agricultural Information Office, of Texas 
A&M University. 

The new turf analytical laboratory was 
also visited during the tour. In connection 
with this, the soil studies being conducted 
by Cecil Brooks were observed. He is 
running studies on various soil mixtures 
for turf and the resultant effects on gas 
relations in the soil. The particular gases 
being measured are oxygen and carbon 
dioxide. 

Time permitted a stop at only one of 
the herbicide trials. The one visited was 
for control of Dallisgrass in a Bermuda 
fairway. Results were noted for varying 
rates of DSMA, AMA, CAMA, and ca-
codylic acid. These were applied both 
with and without a wetting agent. The 
trials this year demonstrated the wetting 
agent to have a beneficial effect. 

The afternoon session was spent in the 
Memorial Student Center reviewing re-
sults of turf research previously con-
ducted and not shown on the tour. The 
outline, with speakers, follows: A. Studies 
with various types of golf shoes on turf— 
Dr. Ferguson; B. First year results on 
turf heating experiments—Bill McCune; 
C. Results of miscellaneous turf experi-
ments—Dr. McBee; D. St. Augustinegrass 
studies— Wayne Allen; E. Results of pre-
emerge herbicide experiments with turf-
Dickie Duble; F . Fertilizer studies on St. 
Augustine grass. Shade studies on turf— 
Dr. Holt. • 

DIRECT FACTORY QUOTATIONS 

GOLFTILE spike RESISTANT INTERLOCKING FLOORING 
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rubber f looring 
w i th soft Inner 
b o d y w h i c h 
springs to sharp 
pressures of golf 
spikes — recov-
ers original shape 
without cutt ing 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y V z " t h i c k 24" x 2 4 " squares • 
R e s i s t s abrasion and c u t t i n g • Interlocking e d g e s 
• Choice of colors • E a s i e r t o mainta in • Top 
a p p e a r a n c e • No c e m e n t or mast ic required • N o 
special skil ls required to instal l • 
Also available In same mater ia l Is our G O L F 
S T R I P R U N N E R S , 3 6 " width. Send square 
footage or floor plan for free estimate to at ten-
t ion of : 

M. M . Levitt 

MITCHELL RUBBER PRODUCTS, Inc. 2114 8an Fernand0 Ro td 

SPORTS DIVISION, Dept. G-5-Sep ^ Angeles. Cal i fornia 90065 



7 New Public Courses for L.A* County 
J L he Los Angeles County Department 

of Parks and Recreation has acquired or 
developed seven public golf courses by 
fiscal sleight-of-hand in a single package 
deal. 

It has been done with virtually few 
precious, already over-extended tax dol-
lars spent to date and without bonds or 
elections. The courses are being made 
available to the public now and not in 
some distant future. 

"By acquiring these courses now we 
are able to save taxpayers an indeter-
minate but substantial sum of money," 
Norman S. Johnson, director of County 
Parks and Recreation, told Golfdom. "If 
we were to wait for available tax rev-
enues, say 10 years from now, land costs 
could double or triple." 

Johnson points out that his depart-
ment, like so many similar agencies 
across the nation, is frustrated by what 
he calls "N.S.F. for V.I.P.'s—non-sufficient 

funds for very important projects." 
Los Angeles County is adding 

188,000 residents annually and the 
growing demand for space has resulted 
in higher land prices. The county's golf 
playing public is looking more and more 
to the parks department to protect its 
recreation interests. Single and corporate 
private course owners are recognizing the 
investment potential of converting their 
valuable real estate to other ventures. 

One of several solutions considered 
was outright purchase of existing private-
ly owned courses before their conversion 
to business or residential developments 
resulted in loss to the playing public. 

Ultimately, thanks to a bill signed in 
1949 by then Governor Earl Warren 
permitting retirement associations to in-
vest a maximum of 25 per cent of ex-
isting retirement funds in public works, 
a solution was found. Continued on next page 
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L. A. COUNTY Continued from page 1 23 

Under California law, projects financed 
by retirement associations become their 
property. The associations in turn lease 
them back for a period of years to the 
public agency which operates them. This 
agency retains the option of gaining title 
anytime prior to or at the conclusion of 
the lease-term agreement. 

Public works financed by the Los An-
geles County Employees Retirement As-
sociation (L ACER A) had included 
county administrative buildings, the 
county jail, and other facilities. 

Upon the park department's recom-
mendation, the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors authorized negotia-
tions with LACERA for outright pur-
chase by the association of two existing 
private courses and sites of five planned 
golf courses, and subsequent early de-
velopment of these latter facilities. 

This approach became even more nov-
el when private enterprise was invited 
to compete with LACERA for these 
projects. 

Under the lease-purchase agreement 
finally negotiated, the retirement associ-
ation purchased the two existing courses 
some time ago, and more recently, five 
future sites. The county immediately 
leased back these seven parcels for 4% 
per cent of the acquisition cost. Each 
course is leased to the county separately. 

After construction on each new course 
gets underway, the lease rental is re-
adjusted each six months to 4% per cent 
of the retirement association's mean in-
vestment to date. When completed, this 

percentage figure is the base rental fee 
for the total project based upon a term 
of 20 years or longer, or whichever term 
has been determined by the Board of 
Supervisors. 

The first two facilities acquired by the 
association were the Knollwood CC in 
San Fernando Valley and Western Av-
enue Golf Course in southwest Los An-
geles. Since acquisition, Western Av-
enue has become the most heavily used 
known course in the country with nearly 
144,000 rounds played annually. 

Of the five planned courses, two are 
now open to the public. First to be 
finished was the Los Verdes Golf Course 
on a peacock-green promontory jutting 
into the Pacific Ocean at the tip of Palos 
Verdes Peninsula. Opened in December, 
1964, was Diamond Bar Golf Course. Di-
amond Bar is the key recreation facility 
in the center of a mushrooming 8,000-
acre planned community in eastern San 
Gabriel Valley. 

In the planning stage are Victoria 
Golf Course, which will serve central 
and southwest Los Angeles County; Mar-
shall Canyon Golf Course, located in the 
foothills of the Sierra Madre Mountains; 
and Los Amigos Golf Course, a pleasure 
font for players southeast of Los An-
geles. 

Diamond Bar and Los Verdes already 
are playing to near capacity, a clear 
indication of the great demand for new 
courses by the playing public. 

Perhaps the L. A. solution, or a sim-
ilarly ingenious financing system, could 
work for other park agencies in supply-
ing critically needed recreation facilities. 

Specialists in Colt Course 
Construction Since 1924! 

G O L F C O U R S E C O N S T R U C T I O N B Y C O N T R A C T 
For further information, write or call 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
GOLF COURSE BUILDERS 

M a i l i n g a d d r e s s P . O . B o x 6 6 , St . C h a r l e s , I I I . • 
BATAVIA, ILL. • 879-3843 DANVILLE, ILL 

584-0315 & 584-6641 

442-2411 



H o w to cut d o w n your t ree-care cost 

DAVE Y 
t x c UNII c e 

You can start cutting your annual cost of essential tree care 
anytime you realize how Davey can help you do it. 

You can save hundreds, perhaps thousands of dollars when 
you let Davey experts and modern Davey specialized equipment 
take care of all your tree-care needs. Because you eliminate all 
expense of owning and maintaining the costly equipment 
necessary to really protect your valuable trees. Plus the added 
cost of trained operators. 

Davey experts are fast, efficient, experienced at getting the 
job done right. Now, when your trees are becoming dormant, 
Davey men can easily spot and trim away broken, dead, 
diseased branches. Especially the low, dangerous, heavy 
limbs overhanging pedestrian routes. And Davey crews, using 
modern equipment, will completely remove dead, diseased 
trees—with no damage to lawns, shrubbery, walls, walks or 
other surroundings. 

Let Davey help you trim the cost of your tree-care needs, 
however small or large the job. 

Write direct to J. W. Joy, Sales Manager 

DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO. 
Kent 40 , Ohio 

The Oldest and largest Tree Saving Service in the World 



GOLF CLUB SHOPS 
Here is a Product that is M a k i n g Golf History. 
This Driver insert Resin replaces plastlc-
screwed-inserts on golf drivers and woods . . . 
Increases Drive Distance 1 0 to 40 yards . . . 

Easy to install . 

$ | 4 9 5 

Wri te for Free Literature a n d Data Sheet 

O N E 
QUART 

INSERT FOR 
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INTERNATIONAL EPOXY CORP. 
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AMF/Hogan Award to 
John Martino 

The second annual AMF/Ben Hogan 
Master Salesman Award, given by the 
Fort Worth-based golf equipment manu-
facturer to one of its district sales man-
agers, has been won by John A. Martino 
of Beverly, Mass., on the basis of points 
scored in 10 categories. Twenty-one Ho-
gan Company salesmen competed. 

The Master Salesman Award consists 
of a plaque containing a gold plated No. 
1 iron engraved with the winner's name. 
A $500 cash prize and a week's all-
expense paid vacation to the Bahamas 
also go to the winner and his wife. 

Additionally, the recipient automati-
cally receives the Chairman's Key Sales-
man Award given by AMF Board Chair-
man Carter L. Burgess to the individual 
judged most outstanding in each sales 
force of the A M F organization. 

T H A T ' S N O T E X A C T U V T W t K I N O O F A 
T R A P I N A D I N M I N D . 

D A V I D G I L L C O I F C O U R S E A R C H I T E C T 

N o t l o n o t l a n k Bui ld ing , S t . C h o r l t t , III. • 3 1 2 / J U n o 4 - 2 t 8 3 

For more information circle number 1104 on card 

Make You More Money From 
Golf Car Sales and Rentals. 

Write or Call Now! 
T e e B i r d i e C o r p o r a t i o n 

Dept. 11, P.O. Box B 
Galva, Illinois 

CORRECT YOUR 
GRIP with 

gives you 

MANUFACTURERS SPECIALTY CO., INC. 
2736 Sidney St. S t . Louis, Mo. 63104 
For more information circle number 1103 on card 



should be closed to play and car traffic." 
Emil Beck, pro at Black River CC, 

Port Huron, Mich., and the PGA official 
who developed the association's Busi-
ness School plan, has designed a course 
that will be built for B. J. Ver Hoven 
of Detroit . . . Beck will supervise con-
struction . . . 

Edgewater GC, some 10 miles from 
Chicago's Loop, members voted 207 to 
73 to sell the club's 94 acres for $7,600,-
000 . . . New owners plan to take over in 
November, 1966, and build apartments 
on the site . . . Last year Edgewater 
members were offered a trade for Tam 
o' Shanter CC, owned by estate of the 
late George S. May . . . Tam o' Shanter 
in Chicago northwest suburb of Niles 
sold early this year for $3,200,000 . . . 
Niles Park Board has filed a condemna-
tion suit because of Tarn's owners plan-
ning to reduce the course to nine holes 
and locate industrial buildings on the 
rest of the site . . . Park Board hopes to 

retain 18 holes and pay for property 
with revenue bonds . . . Talk about Chi-
cago buying the Edgewater site and 
converting it into a park. 

Doug Jabaay, supt., Cross Creek CC, 
Naperville, 111., now editor Midwest Assn. 
of Golf Course Supt. "Bull Sheet," suc-
ceeding Ted Woehrle, Beverly CC supt., 
who resigned after four years as the pub-
lication's editor . . . Ted made the Bull 
Sheet a working tool for midwest supts. 
as well as a bright periodical of associa-
tion gossip . . . Typical of Woehrle's prac-
tical handling was an item on John Cou-
tre, supt., Itasca (111.) CC, suspecting his 
water supply was the source of con-
siderable turf difficulty . . . Water anal-
ysis confirmed John's hunch and puri-
fication treatment settled the problem . . . 
Along with this case history Woehrle ran 
a technical piece by A. H. Smith on re-
moval of caronate salts in water and soil. 

American Medical Assn. News brags 
(with good reason) that Jean Ashley, 
1955 USGA Women's Amateur cham-
pion, is daughter of G. L. Ashley, MD, 

Continued on next page 
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• Heavy duty construction 
• Closed base panel for neat 
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Chanute, Ks. . . . Jean is a protege of 
Mike Murra, veteran Kansas pro who also 
developed Marilynn Smith into champion 
status . . . Joe Sarro, for 15 years at 
Southampton (L. I., N. Y.) CC now is 
pro at Beden's Brook Club, recently 
opened near Princeton, N. J. 

Ray Didier and his son "Buzz" are a 
father and son team of supts. who've 
done very well on their own . . . Ray 
was supt. at the late George S. May's 
Tarn o' Shanter back when he had to 
work out techniques for handling heavy 
play and big crowds at the worst possible 
time of the golf turf year . . . The job 
almost killed Ray and a heart attack 
sidelined him for a while . . . Now the 
Didiers have their own course "Village 
Green CC" at Mundelein, 111. . . . It's 
going fine . . . They've got Don (Jack) 
Smith, formerly supt. Calumet CC (Chi-
cago dist.) as supt. . . . Buzz is doing 
the construction jobs . . . He'd finished 
the new holes for Northmoor CC, build-
ing several greens at Butterfield and Sil-
ver Lake, also in the Chicago district, 

and is building a par-3 nine for O'Hare 
Inn near Chicago's airport similar to the 
great par-3 he built at the Flying Car-
pet motel in the airport area. 

Open Cedar Rock GC 18 near Lenoir, 
N. C. . . . Talk about building 36—maybe 
—72—at Van Nuys, Calif., airport. . . . 
Costa Mesa, Calif., to build 27-hole muny 
course . . . Lytton Savings and Loan 
Assn. to build 18 at Cucamonga, Calif. 
. . . Kansas City (Mo.) Park board build-
ing 18 at Minor Park . . . Open Lake 
Anne CC nine near Monroe, N. Y. . . . 
Al Tull designed it . . . Marvin Greene 
owns it. 

Two 18-hole courses, one 6,800 yds. 
and the other slightly shorter than 6,000 
yds., both lighted, will be built as Golden 
Eagle CC at Inver Grove Heights, in 
Minnesota Twin Cities area . . . Cleadis 
Schlief of Schlieff's Little City heads the 
project . . . Open River Valley CC nine 
at Westfield, Pa. . . . Hugo A. Forster 
building par-3 nine at San Clemente, 
Calif. . . . Dr. Sidney Wexler heads 
group building Leawood CC at Lexing-
ton, Mo. . . . Open Husum Hills GC at 
Bingen, Wash. 

Semi for IVtniln 
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WILLIAM H. DIDDEL, president 
209 Woodland Lane 

RR 1, Carmel, Indiana 

FLOYD FARLEY, vicepres. 
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
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Chicago 26, Illinois 

ROBERT F. LAWRENCE 
629 Avenida Feliz 
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Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada 
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Scottsdahe, Arizona 
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Larchmont, New York 
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376 Kaiolu Street 

Honolulu 15, Hawaii 

N O R M A N H. WOODS 
P. O. Box 204, Vancouver 1 

B. C., Canada 
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JOHN R. DARRAH ROBERT T R E N T JONES, JR. 
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Matteson, Illinois Palo Alto, California 



Course superintendent honored by pros 
Gene Comely, Firestone C. C. crew presented scroll 

signed by field in American Classic. 

Careens superintendents are usually 
regarded as "the enemy" by tournament 
golfers. But Gene Comely of Akron's 
Firestone C.C. is an exception. 

During the 1965 American Golf Clas-
sic, Comely was presented a large poster 
signed by all entrants thanking him for 
the fine condition of the course. 

There are many reasons why Firestone, 
annual site of the Classic and World 
Series and next year the PGA, is a favor-
ite with tournament players. Comely is 
one of the reasons. 

Writers at the Classic were amazed at 
the pros' voluntary testimonial and un-
able to recall a similar incident anywhere 
on the tour. 

The presentation was the idea of Jay 
Hebert, who suggested it to PGA press 
secretary Doc Giffin. 

Doc had Hebert's sentiments lettered 
on a five-foot high cardboard poster: 

"To the Firestone Country Club 
Ground Crew: 

"We want you to know how we 

appreciate the marvelous condition 
in which you have the golf course 
for us in this tournament. It is ob-
vious that you and your crew 
worked many long hours and days in 
bringing the course to such peak 
condition and we want you and your 
men to know how much we appre-
ciate it. Thanks so much for making 
at least that part of our week here in 
Akron so enjoyable." 
The poster was signed with colorful 

magic markers by about 100 of the tour-
nament participants. It now hangs in 
the Firestone clubhouse where members 
can see what the world's most critical 
audience thinks of their course and 
ground crew. 

"I've complained enough about courses 
I didn't like. I thought it was time to do 
something about the ones I do like," said 
Hebert. And he said it after a disap-
pointing round of 78. 

Firestone members play all year under 
the same conditions the pros enjoy at 

Continued on page 132 
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