Step

inside the
magic circle!

This circle has become the most important signature in the golf world. It appears on clubs, bags and balls so
fine they have won the approval of the Emblem Specifications Committee of your own Professional Golfers'
Association. No other line of equipment can use the PGA name. So bring your customers inside the magic
circle. Display the PGA line. It will pay off handsomely. Sold only through golf professionals.

PGA GOLF EQUIPMENT a division of == VICTOR GOLF CO.

8350 N. LEHIGH AVE, MORTON GROVE, ILL. 60053 » TEL. 966-6300 (AREA CODE 312)
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DID IT!

We improved the Golf Car that
already gives you the finest ride
on any course! Capri cars for
1965 feature an even better
suspension system; the
new all-weather tiller
handle keeps sensitive
putting hands warm
when it turns damp or
chilly and the exclusive
“Scontactor controller sys-
” tem in the electric model
eliminates troublesome
avtomotive-type sole-
noids. Always look to
Capri for the finest in
Golf Car value!

For more information write or call

CAPRI MANUFACTURING COMPANY
1821 Columbus Ave., Dept. G1, Springfield, Ohio
Subsidiary of The Huffmon Manufacturing Company

Made to give you the Finest Ride on Any Course

Einar John Allen, who has been pro of
the Caldwell, Idaho municipal courses, has
resigned . . . The first nine of the pro-
posed country club at Charles City, Ia. is
expected to be completed this next sum-
mer . . . Architect’s drawings of the club-
house have been completed . . . Round
Meadow CC (Radford, Va.) clubhouse is
rapidly nearing completion . . . Trail,
B. C., Canada’s Rossland-Trail G & CC
is planning a new two-story clubhouse . . .
Mid-1966 is the completion date set for
18-hole, par-71 course near Pismo Beach,
Calif. . . . Bradley Anderson has been
named pro at the new 18-hole Willow
Creek GC at High Point, N. C. . . . He
has been an assistant at Scioto CC in Co-
lumbus, O.

Bill Booe, head pro at Country Club of
Northampton (Pa.) County (near Easton),
has announced the appointment of Bob
Hutnik as assistant pro . . . Russell Breeden
of Greenville, S. C. will design the 6,700
yard course of the new River Bend Acres
CC (surrounded by 300 extra large home-
sites) near Shelby, N. C. Located across
from the development is the Shelby air-
port. Stan Sherman, for the last 13 years
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at Royster Memorial Course, is pro . . .
At 7345 yards, Sunny Jim GC near Med-
ford, N. . is one of the longest courses . . .
Pro is Vie Rice and Harry Schaffer is supt.
. . . Kennicut Development Corp. is de-
veloping a tract of land in Duchess Coun-
ty, N. Y. into an apartment complex,
homes, a hotel and golf course.

Work is going forward on the 18-hole
course of Beaver Brook GC (Clinton Point,
N.J.), with a spring opening planned . . .
Contract has been let for new 60 by 100
feet two-story clubhouse . . . The Am-
herst (N.H.) CC (on the Souhegan River
near Ponemah) is building a 9-hole course
that will eventually be expanded to 18.. . .
Bethlehem, Pa’s. Saucon Valley CC pro,
Ralph Hutchison, has been signed to a
new five-year contract. Hutchison is the
winter pro at the Cotton Bay Club in the
Bahamas, where he has his two Saucon
assistants, Bobby Kinard and Bobby
Pfister, with him . . . A player group of
120 has purchased the 9-hole Lake Wil-
derness G & CC (Seattle, Wash. area) and
has options on additional land to expand
to 18 holes . . . Norman H. Woods of Van-
couver, B. C., Canada will be architect for
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NOT ANY CAN OUTDRIVE TROJAN®
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*All new the TROJAN 217 . . . delivers nearly 40% more capac-
ity . . . and fits most golf carts . . . with the same dimensions
except 1-1/8 inch higher.

With 217 Ampere Hour capacity this battery is engineered for top performance

on the most difficult terrain. It gives more holes of golf . . . and the reserve capac-
ity reduces deep cycling, adding many months to the battery life.

The new Trojan 217 “Mileage Master,” like the “170” and “190,” features
quarter-turn vent caps that reduce service time 75%. Write for complete details.

TROJAN BATTERY COMPANY, 724 EAST 61ST STREET, LOS ANGELES 1, CALIFORNIA
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Watch the .
world’s golf greats -

battle on TV b
every Sunday! 3
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Seven exciting matches still
to come on ABC-TV in color

Shell’s Wonderful World of Golf still has seven of golfdom’s
most exciting matches coming up! Thrilling rounds between
the game’s best golfers over some of the world’s most beau-
tiful, and toughest, courses. A new match, a new country,
a new course every week. Save the schedule for future
reference . . . you'll want to see every single match!

»

“SHELL'S WONDERFUL WORLD OF GOLF” 4

.

BROADCAST »

PLAYERS LOCATION DATE :

-

Juan Rodriguez Tommy Jacobs Lyford Cay Club (Nassau) Feb. 14 :
L

-

Ben Hogan Sam Snead Houston Country Club (U.S.A.) Feb. 21 :
-

George Knudson Al Balding Cape Breton Highlands (Nova Scotia) Feb. 28 o
-

-

Joe Carr Al Geiberger Killarney Golf Club (Ireland) Mar. 7 g
o

Johnny Pott Roberto De Vicenzo ~ Maracaibo Country Club (Venezuela) Mar. 14 :
-

Phil Rodgers Alfonso Angelini Villa d’Este Golf Club (Italy) Mar. 21 :
-

-

Marley Spearman  Marilynn Smith Luxemburg Golf Club (Luxemburg) Mar, 28 .
‘. AL E B EEEEEEEEREEREREEEREEREEREREEREEE R E R RN ENEENEEREEREERERERER-ERENR}E]
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;
t_‘ Shell’s Wonderful World of Golf

Sundays, ABC-TV, 4 PM EST, 3 PM CST, 2 PM MST, 4 PM PST e« In Canada...CBC-TV, Sundays, 3:30-4:30 EST
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WANTED:

PRO SHOP DISTRIBUTORS

Our expansion program is going full blast! We need additional golf pro shop
distributors to handle our exclusive line of men’s and boys’ Jockey sports-
wear, underwear, sweaters and hosiery. It's a hot line . . . spearheaded by a
special “Tony Lema Promotion”. It's a high profit line . . . nationally adver-
tised and featured by leading pros. let us know if you are interested.

Jockey

MENSWEAR

CONTACT: A.F. Eisenman, Golf Pro Sales Division,
JOCKEY MENSWEAR
2318 60th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin

the 6120-yard, par-70 layout . . . Dick
Joy is to be pro. Plans call for a chalet-
type clubhouse . . . Five banks in the area
have agreed to handle the $460 member-
ship payments by loan.

Forest Cove CC and course, part of a
real estate development near Houston, to
be opened this spring . . . Tater Hill CC
nine is being constructed on 60 acres of
a former potato farm in the West River
Valley area between Windham and An-
dover, Vt. . . . Serving residents within a
25 mile radius of Londonderry, the course
is expected to be ready by spring of 1966
.. . Mill River Club on Long Island was
the scene New Years Day of an indoor
golf “competition” for the benefit of the
Long Island Caddie Scholarship Fund
.. . Play on new greens by June is hoped
for by members of Loup City (Neb.) GC
.. . Old greens were sand and work of
replacing them with turf began in the fall
of 1963.

The Oakland (Calif.) Municipal GC will
be constructed, with a planned opening
in the spring of 1966 . . . To be built next
to the Oakland airport, the par-72, 6531-
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yard course will be financed through is-
suance of certificates of indebtedness
worth $750,000 by the board of port com-
missioners . . . A loan from the FHA has
turned farmland into an 18-hole course
for the Piney Point CC (Norwood, N. C.)
near the shores of Lake Tillery with the
Uwharrie Mountains for a backdrop . . .
Porter Gibson of Charlotte designed the
course . . . Citing the fact that there are
135 public golf courses in southern Calif.
today and that there will be a need for
more than 200 by 1985, the Los Angeles
(Calif.) City recreation and park commis-
sion has set up a $10,000,000 “10-year
golf course land bank program” to acquire
suitable sites within and contiguous to
Los Angeles, and to provide funds to pur-
chase and develop such facilities.

Work is in progress on the 9-hole course
and recreational facility being built near
Berryville, Ark. . . . The project is being
constructed with an FHA loan of $70,550
and the opening date is scheduled for
Memorial Day . . . H. C. Hackbarth of
Little Rock is the course architect . . .

(Continued on page 108)
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Lower maintenance costs in locker rooms,
any indoor area where spikes are used, with

* * * *
* ? ™ .
*
*
»*
4 COUNTRY CLUB CARPETS
LA -3
All the warmth, luxury and acoustical qualities ample measure, as many of America's top
of fine carpeting . . . plus stamina that can clubs can testify. Maintenance is at a mini-
take years of heavy spiked shoe and turf- mum, graciousness and beauty are at a maxi-
laden traffic without flinching. That's what mum, to make these carpets an outstanding
Philadelphia country club carpets supply in long range investment.
Prompt, dependable custom ]| ———— — e e e
weaving service matched to any coupon
colors submitted, in a design | for free carpet sample !
selected from one of _the |r\dustry g I Philadelphia Carpet Co. (Commercial Division) |
most extensive style libraries | Allegheny Ave. and C St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19134 |
R Please send me a free sample of your spike-resistant |
e ?‘ 'é é é 6 . I carpet. No obligation, of course.
s c I Name I
: CARPET COMPANY | |
. . _ Club
ot Quality since 1846 | |
(Commercial Division) | Address |
Allegheny Ave. and C St. | City, State |
Philadelphia, Pa. 19134 e P R WL R DTN R |
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LAKE MERCED
HOLDS THE LINE

When strategic acres were lost to a freeway, the first
inclination at the San Francisco club was to relocate
. . + Then someone suggested reclaiming a gulch and
rebuilding several holes . . . The club remains in the
same old spot, the course is going to be better than
it ever was . .. and, of course, the members are happy

By DON CURLEE

When the State of California’s highway

department claimed a portion of San
Francisco’s well-known Lake Merced
G&CC as right-of-way for a freeway it
was useless for the 42-year-old club to
resist. But by engaging patience, states-
manship, good business judgment and an
imaginative golf course architect, Lake
Merced expects to be fully playable and
perhaps better than ever by this summer.
Best of all, play has never stopped be-
cause of construction.

It wasn’t just club property that the state
needed, but a strategic 11.8 acres that in-
cluded the clubhouse and entrance to
the club, the water tower and most of the
10th fairway. Naturally the parcel had
unusual value to the golf club and the
adjudged fair market value was consider-
able too. The state eventually paid $2.1
million (including land, buildings, im-
provements, severance, loss of access, loss
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of playing privileges and cost of utility
relocation).
To Sell or Hang On?

At first it looked as if nothing short of
complete reconstruction and, very prob-
ably, substantial shortening of the course
could salvage it. Others considered even
more drastic action — selling the entire
150 acres and looking for a new site.

At the depth of the uncertainties an
exciting possibility occurred. Why not
reclaim Knowles Culch, an eroded and
ugly scar that ran for about 1,400 feet
along the northern edge of the club’s
property? Approximately 450 feet wide
and 150 feet deep, it served no better
purpose than to catch sharply-hooked
drives off the north tee. It was so for-
boding that few golfers even bothered to
peer over its edge to look for their ball,
much less try to descend its precipitous
sides.

Nobody seems sure when or by whom
the suggestion was made to reclaim the
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gulch. They do remember that it sounded
pretty impractical at the outset — but
not to golf course architect, Robert Muir
Graves. He regarded the gulch’s 13.2
acres as fair exchange for the 11.8 lost to
the freeway, and the one chance of keep-
ing 18 full-length holes.
Hookers Backed Idea

Fill dirt is expensive and Graves knew
it. The 400,000 cubic yards needed to
level out the gulch would cost a pretty
penny. So he proposed pulling it down
from the adjacent fairway, building up
the gulch and lowering the old fairway
to create a step effect. Club members
were elated with the solution, especially
those with a tendency to hook.

In many ways this basic decision and
the acceptance of Graves’ other proposals
for refurbishing Lake Merced were only
the beginning. Construction — the tough
part — had yet to be accomplished.

But all was not complete happiness, nor
agreement. Is it ever, in any club? Neces-
sarily based on relative land values, the
negotiation with the state had focused
great attention on the monetary value of
the club’s proprietary membership.

Tempting Offer

One San Francisco newspaper reported
in late summer, 1963, that the club was
considering an offer of $16 million or
more for the entire course. This, the arti-
cle reasoned, amounted to a substantial
monthly income for life for all members.
It appeared at an inopportune time in the
club’s negotiations with the state and
club directors denied validity of the re-
port emphatically; they even demanded a
retraction. They feared that the state
might regard it as a “planted” story in-
tended to affix an inflated value on the
property. They were having trouble
enough coming to terms without this.

The board of directors had become ex-
tremely sensitive about anything that
might upset negotiations. They had learn-
ed the hard way that the state was a tough
customer and a seasoned veteran at buy-
ing property.

Originally, the board thought the club
could be represented in the negotiations
by a delegation of two or three board
members. This group, armed with a prop-
erty appraisal and a rough estimate of
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Old tenth green at Loke Merced was getting its
final play when this photo was taken. Framework
of new clubhouse is seen in the background.

it S SEPNAE 6. 5 5
New car storage room and caddie house are being
used as temporary clubhouse during reconstruction

Freeway excavation, which took about a 13.acre

slice out of the San Francisco course, goes on in the

foreground. Traffic is being temporarily routed over
Junipero Serra boulevard.
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The pro, supt. and contractors got together every week and
devised ways of keeping at least 10 holes playable

the cost to reconstruct the course and
build a new clubhouse got nowhere fast
in the first session with the state rep-
sentatives.

Bring in Attorneys

Club President James Frank recalls
clearly the board’s reaction when his in-
experienced delegation reported the out-
come. “We immediately hired two attor-
neys, each from a different firm, and a
third consulting expert in highway con-
demnation,” he says. That was the begin-
ning of serious negotiations with the state’s
experts in 1963; they continued tooth-and-
nail for 15 months.

Pressure was added because of a pre-
vious commitment by the club that the
state could take possession of its portion
by Sept., 1964. The club was anxious to
get the amount of compensation settled so
it could establish a budget for the work
it had to do. (Directors eventually author-
ized expenditures in the full amount re-
ceived for the parcel — $2.1 million.)

Of course there were some early bills
to pay too. Stanford Research Institute had
been retained to survey potential new
course sites in the immediate San Fran-
cisco Bay area. One was on prospective
fill land in San Mateo County, covered
at the time by waters of the bay.

Considered Buying Another Club

Before the final decision to stick with
the old site and turn the liability of the
gulch into an exciting asset, purchase of
an existing club in Marin County across
the Golden Gate, was proposed but an
offer was never made.

Ironically, one important consideration
was the very freeway which caused all
the hubbub in the first place. It will
bring the club within an easy 10-12 min-
ute drive from downtown San Francisco.
The other sites were much farther out.

Clearing and excavation began last
April. Besides treatment of the gulch,
which actually creates two new holes,
the architect’s plans also will accomplish:

e reconstruction (and relocation in

many cases) of all greens, and en-

largement from an average size of
4,000 square feet to 5,200;

e acquisition of a separate practice area
(part of one fairway was used form-
erly);
of one fairway was used formerly);

e an increase in overall length from
6,542 to 6,731 yards center to center,
and a championship length of 7,000
yards;

o installation of a fully automatic, un-
derground sprinkler system;

e retention of about 35 acres of tree
canopy (only 8.1 acres less than the
original layout) and planting of hun-
dreds of new trees;

e reduction of hill climbing — from
301 to 276 vertical feet.

Problems in the Gulch

A number of tough problems of co-
ordination were encountered in construc-
tion. In the gulch, five major utility lines
had to be relocated or accommodated.
These included a 54-inch water line, a
36-inch storm drain, a 30-inch water line,
a 30-inch gas main and a 15-inch sanitary
sewer.

In the opinion of Bob Graves the real
kicker was in keeping the course play-
able. With justifiable pride he recalls that
the aggregate of playable holes has never
gone below 10 at any time. He credits
the unusual dedication of Ed Berardy,
the supt., and the cooperative attitude of
the contractors, Sunshine Landscaping
(prime) and Wilmoth Construction (grad-
ing), both of Fresno, Calif., with preserv-
ing maximum playability.

Weekly sessions were held in which
Graves, Berardy and the pro laid out tem-
porary alignments for the week ahead.
Each hole was handicapped and a mimeo-
graphed score card printed. Often a tem-
porary hole’s description went like this:
“Old number 10 with temporary green.”

Protecting existing turf meant that grad-
ing and construction vehicles often had to
take the long way around instead of across
expanses of grass and fairways, but it was
taken in stride. (Continued on page 100)
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