CUSHMAN TURF-TRUCKSTER HELPS YOU DO
ALL THESE JOBS FASTER AND CHEAPER:

SPRAYING. Built especially for spraying
greens, this boom sprayer covers leoot
wide strip thoroughly and evenly, is op-
erated by Truckster engine through power
take-off. Boom and spray rig can be re-
moved in minutes.

A o !
PULLING MOWERS. Turf-Truckster’s terrific
lugging capacity gives it all the uses of a
tractor. Big tires give plenty of traction,
will not damage turf. Variable speed gov-
ernor insures steady even pull with heavy
loads.

NIGHT WATERING. Load the sprinkler heads
into your big Cushman Truckster and
start out. Big 9.50 x 8 tires allow Truckster
to drive freely, even on wet fairways.

CARRY GREENS MOWERS. G\roons mowers fit
easily into large pickup box. There's no

time lost between greens; just roll the
mowers up into the Truckster bed and go
on to the next green.

SPREADING FERTILIZER. Truckster's power take-
off operates this Cyclone spreader as well
as many other power-operated tools.
Spreads evenly, heavy or light as you wish.

CHANGING CUPS.

Truckster is ideal and eco-
nomical for moving men and equipment
around the golf course. Cup-changing and
trap-raking are fast and easy; all the tools
are right there in Truckster’s big bed!

SEE YOUR CUSHMAN DEALER FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION
OR WRITE DIRECT FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION!

CUSHMAN MOTORS

““the big name in little wheels™

919 NORTH 21ST STREET. LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

February, 1964

* A DIVISION OF OUTBOARD MARINE CORP
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$ $ % AFTER DARK

Colonial Palms in Miami is lighted by 100 1,000-watt and 18 400-watt Wide-lite mercury vapor floods
mounted on palm trees. The 1,000-watt fixtures are used for lighting greens and fairways and the
lower power units for tees.

Golf Centers Need Economic Aid
That Lights Provide

By JOHN E. O‘CONNOR, JR.

Golf Consultant, Miami, Fla.

One of the most exciting recent golf
business developments is what I call the
“compact illuminated golf center.”

This relatively new development is what
the term implies. Its facilities include an
18-hole short course, miniature course,
putting green, practice range and allied
services such as a pro shop, snack bar,
lounge and clubhouse. Most important, it
is open after dark when the greatest num-
ber of people have the most leisure time.

A good example of the golf center is
the 3,400-yard, 42-acre Colonial Palms
Golf Center in Miami, the first of its kind
in the country, which I designed, built and

~J
N

put into operation during 1960-61. The
specially planted palm trees dotting the
course serve a dual purpose by providing
;.u,'sthcti(' appeal during the day and serv-
ing as attractive “poles” for the mercury
vapor floodlights at night.

Before installing the lighting system, I
traveled the country to study existing s,ys-
tems at other courses. Quite frankly. I
was anything but encouraged by what I
found., Most were inadequate and did
little to encourage night golf growth. How-
ever, after consulting with two major
lighting fixture manufacturers, I decided
that a mercury vapor lighting system was
not only economically feasible but would
do a very adequate job.,

Golfdem



Wilson GY Staff

The only tournament-quality golf clubs with Strata-Bloc® wood construction,
Dynapower” iron design and perfectly-matched shafts

Wilson Staff woods and irons are the golf
clubs used by Sam Snead, Billy Casper,
Julius Boros and many other great
champions. Only Wilson Staff golf clubs
provide three exclusive features—
Strata-Bloc wood construction, Dyna-
power iron design and shafts individu-
ally matched in flex-action to the weight

of each club head. These great Wilson
clubs help you get more power, greater
accuracy and superior “‘feel’’ on every
shot. Wilson Staff golf clubs and the
great Wilson Staff ball are available only
through golf professional shops. Wilson
Sporting Goods Co., Chicago. (A subsidi-
ary of Wilson & Co., Inc.)

PLAY TO WIN WITH K

Wikson’, é.ﬁ

=

A PROGRESSIVE PAST-A GOLDEN FUTURE /‘\
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o 9 out of:‘; of the world’s finest

You saw the most complete line of sprinklers ever displayed -

at the 34th International

Turf-Grass Conference and Show
in February at San Diego. NOW .

contact your nearest

Buckner Distributor for your complete turf irrigaﬁc;n system.

Or write:

BUCKNER INDUSTRIES, INC. 3

UCKNER

SPRINKLERS

P. O. BOX 232, _FRESNO 8, CALIFORNIA

I installed a 120-fixture Wide-Lite
mercury vapor system in the strategically
placed palm trees. Because of the ex-
tremely Ym)u(l coverage and smooth illum-
ination they provide, it was necessary to
install fewer of these fixtures than other
types. They are sturdily constructed, hav-
ing a heavy gauge cast aluminum housing
and a tempered glass lens for protection
against flying golf balls and to seal out
dust and moisture.

My selection of mercury vapor lighting
was influenced by both economic and
aesthetic considerations. They have a
greater output than incandescent lamps
and the ¢ uullity of their light enhances the
color of the greens and fairways. The lamp
is rated at 16,000 hours, which means
that it can stay in service eight years or
more when operated five iours every
night of the year.

In addition to the 18-hole course,
Colonial Palms has a seven-acre, 40-tee
practice range with ten sheltered tees; a
one-acre, 36-hole miniature layout; two-
acre paved parking lot; pro shop; snack
bar; f(’)unge; and clubhouse. Mercury va-
por serves the entire playing areas.

Normally, players at unlighted courses
stop teeing off about two hours before
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dusk because they don’t have time to
finish nine holes before dark. However,
at Colonial Palms the first tee remains
active well past this period because a
round can be finished under the lights
which are turned on approximately half
an hour before dark.

Already more than 650 compact or Par-
3 courses have been built in the U.S. and
this number is being increased by 100
each year. If night golf is so marketable
and unlighted compact courses represent
a potentially great growth market, what
are some of the economic factors that the
prospective investor should consider?

The first, of course, is how well the
course is doing without lights. Contrary
to general belief, unlighted golf enter-
prises quite often do not live up to ex-
pectations. According to a National Golf
Foundation survey of several years ago,
the national average earnings of munici-
pally-owned courses in prime areas with
over 500,000 population runs from about
$10,000 annually for 9-hole courses to
$15,000 for 18-hole courses. Now, these
are municipally-owned courses which pay
no real estate taxes, and are upcruto(f as
a community recreational service, not for

(Continued on page 98)
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Swinging
for the
green...

MAKE YOUR SILENT PARTNER A
HARLEY-DAVIDSON GASOLINE OR
ELECTRIC GOLF CAR

No noise at all when you're swinging, just a whisper when you're riding — Harley-
Davidson's naturally-silent electric model is the only car available today in which
every major component has been engineered specifically for golf car use. This
special design care keeps Harley-Davidson cars out on the course . . . out of the
shop. It's true of the gas car, too! Take Dynastart, an exclusive feature that combines
starter and generator in an integral unit controlled by the accelerator pedal. Depress
pedal and engine starts instantly, quietly. Release it and engine stops in quiet con-
sideration of your golfing concentration. Write today, or see your dealer for complete
information on purchase, rental or lease plans to match your individual needs.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

MOTOR CO., MILWAUKEE 1, WISCONSIN
Quality-Engineered GASOLINE and ELECTRIC Golf Cars

~I
T

February, 1964



By JOHN R. HEATHERINGTON

Bill Slavik, 31 year old professional at
the Bidwell Municipal GC in Chico,
Calif., has, in three short years, lifted the
local muny course operation from a
$10,000 per year deficit to a sound finan-
cial investment,

Today, in the words of one city offi-
cial, a non-golfer, “our golf course is the
wisest investment the City of Chico has
ever made.”

Slavik, who began his golf career at
the age of nine, is a quiet, determined
young man with ideas. Those ideas have
paid off in doubled play, increased reve-
nue and a tremendous rise in area golf-
ing interest.

Slavik has successfully parlayed his
career from a beginning as a club cleaner
at the Sunnehanna G&CC in Johnstown,
Pa., through caddy, caddiemaster and
assistant pro at that club; to a post as
resident pro at the Lake Merced G&CC,
Daly City, Calif., where he remained for
three years; to his present position.

“When I heard of the opening at Chi-
co,” Bill recalls, “I figured I had nothing
to lose by looking the situation over.”

Saw the Potential

What he found out, after thorough in-
vestigation, convinced Slavik that the Chi-
co course offered the challenge and po-
tential that he had been seeking. But,
while the J)otentia] was there, Slavik’s
instincts told him that something was lack-
ing.

Out of an area population of 35,000,
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He Goes Out and
Rounds 'Em Up

Bill Slavik (left) has imported golfers from
100 miles away . .. converted 400 women
to golf . .. encouraged the kids . .. put

the Chico muny course on a paying level
... Here’s how he has done it

the course was drawing only 18,000
rounds per year. The pro shop sales were
down. The ladies c]ug had only slightly
more than 30 members and there were no
Juniors playing at all. The operation was
showing a more than $10,000 annual
deficit.

Additionally, when Slavik was hired
on Mar. 15, 1960, he found he had in-
herited 40 free memberships, which he
has since pared to 12, and that, while
S]i)ring and fall play was fair, summer
play was practically non-existent.

“There was only one way to tackle the
situation,” he remarks, “and that was to
go to heavy promotion and an active
schedule.”

Package Price

During his first year in Chico, Slavik
brought golfers by the busload out of
Sacramento, nearly 100 miles to the
south and, for a package price, provided
lunch, transportation and daylong golf.
He also started free clinics for ladies and
Juniors.

Slavik operates on what he considers
an ideal setup. He is employed by the
city on a contractual basis, providing for
yearly renewals, with the contract can-
cellable at any time by either party. In
addition, all course concessions are his.

“In order to function effectively,” he
emphasizes, “you must keep the course,
snack bar and pro shop open at all times
— from sunrise to sunset. Anytime there
are players on the course the concessions
must be available.”

Golfdom



New
Haig @ Ultra
for 1964

cost no more than
the next best clubs

February, 1961

Today's most discriminating golfers play new Haig
Ultra® woods and irons, the distinguished tourna-
ment-quality golf clubs with a truly elegant look
and ‘‘feel’” of luxury. Every Haig Ultra wood is
hand-finished in bold Presidential Black. Every
Haig Ultra iron is finished in gleaming jeweled
chrome. Every club has the same sensitive bal-
ance, the same delicate touch and powerful
response because the flex of each shaft is individ-
ually matched to the weight of its club head.
Haig Ultra woods and irons are available only
through golf professional shops. And they cost no
more than the next best clubs. Order your set now.

Walter Hagen Golf « Grand Rapids, Michigan
*“You don't have to be a millionaire to play like one.”

Ut

U.S. Open Champion 1914, 1919
PGA Champion 1921, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927
British Open Champion 1922, 1924, 1928, 1929



On TV see the world’s greatest golfers
play the world’s greatest courses!

1 top matches still to come

Sundays—NBC-TV in color .

See winners of the PGA, U.S. Open, Ladies
PGA, Masters and British Open play some of
the most beautiful courses and toughest com-
petitors in the world. Plan now to enjoy the

- . ’
most fascinating golf you may ever see. Every
week a different course, a different country
... with local color and customs as part of w
the show.
SCHEDULE ““SHELL'S WONDERFUL WORLD OF GOLF"” ¢
BROADCAST '
PLAYERS LOCATION DATE
L
»# Julius Boros Miguel Sala Country Club de Bogota (Colombia) Jan. 19
»* Mickey Wright Brigitte Varangot Estoril (Portugal) Jan. 26
»* Dave Marr Flory Van Donck Royal Golf Course (Belgium) Feb. 2
»~ Gene Littler Eric Brown Gleneagles (Scotland) Feb. 9 -
George Knudson Stan Leonard Capilano, West Vancouver (Canada) Feb. 16 ,
Tony Lema Chen Ching-Po Fuji Golf Course, Kawana (Japan) Feb. 23
Doug Sanders Juan Rodriguez Dorado Beach (Puerto Rico) Mar. 1 .
Bobby Nichols Jacky Bonvin Crans-sur-Sierre (Switzerland) Mar. 8
Dave Ragan Bob Charles Royal Lahaina Golf Course, Maui (Hawaii) Mar. 15
Johnny Pott Kel Nagle Delhi Golf Club, New Delhi (India) Mar, 22 &
Jack Nicklaus Sam Snead Pebble Beach (California) Mar. 29

SHELL'S WONDERFUL WORLD OF GOLF

SUNDAYS, NBC-TV, 4 PM EST, 3 PM CST, 2 PM MST, 4 PM PST.‘
In Canada—CBC-TV—Sundays—3:30 PM EST.

Golfdom ‘
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Chen Ching-Po (left) watches Tony Lema’s drive from the 2nd tee of the beautiful Fuji Course, Kawana, Japan
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A strong advocate of group lessons for
beginners, Slavik conducts teaching ses-
sions for ladies and Juniors, both in morn-
ing and evening hours. Since 1960 he has
started more than 450 women in golf
and nearly half of them have returned to
him for private lessons.

“I stress only two things in group les-
sons,” he says. “Those are golf etiquette
and fundamentals.”

For Juniors, Slavik provides free les-
sons during summer months, preferring to
limit teaching to kids no younger than 10
years of age. “If theyre below that,” he
say]si,"“they aren’t able to concentrate very
well.

Plenty of Trophies

To keep up interest in Junior golf,
Slavik conducts an annual eclectic tourna-
ment with putting, chipping and driving
contests, and lots of trophies for the win-
ners. Although he provides the trophies
at his own expense, Slavik feels it is money
well spent.

“The real secret to developing golf in-
terest in a community,” Slavik observes,
“is to concentrate on the kids. They are
tomorrow’s golfers and, if you get them,
you get their parents.”

Adults Not Neglected

While focusing attention on the young-
er golfers, Slavik has not neglected the
adults. To build his summer play, he
stresses early morning and evening tee-
off times and has organized a Twilite
League. On the last Sunday of each month
he conducts a Scotch Foursome tourna-
ment with merchandise prizes for win-
ners.

Although summertime temperatures in
the Chico area often reach 110 degrees,
hot weather play has reached the point
where it is as good as it was at the height
of the season when Slavik first arrived.

Constant Rebuilding

Slavik stresses that even though operat-
ing on a close budget, a muni course
must be continually improved and main-
tained. During the past three years, the
Chico pro has replaced three greens and
three tees. He feels that proper public
course operation demands at least one
major rebuilding project each year.

“The key to merchandising at a muni-
cipal course,” Bill points out, “is no high
pressure selling. If you try to force sales
you lose more than you gain.” Slavik op-
erates his pro shop in the same easy going
manner in which he runs his course. “If
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you make the merchandise available, and
display it in an attractive manner, the
{;olfers will buy when they are ready,”
he explains,

The success of Bill Slavik’s methods
can, perhaps, best be measured through
a City of Chico revenue comparison be-
tween the 1959-60 and 1962-63 fiscal
years.

In those three years course dues rose
from $7,377 to 815,281, green fees from
$23,838 to $35,717, and rounds played
from about 18,000 to more than 36,000.

Since 1960 Bidwell Muncipal GC has
been entirely self-sustaining; in the black
and not subsidized by taxpayers.

Pacific Northwest GA Introduces
Electronic Handicapping in 1963

The introduction of electronic calcu-
lation of handicaps by Pacific Northwest
Golf Association was a highlight of 1963,
according to the PNGA’s 65th annual re-

ort. Used by several PNGA clubs, it is

Eoped that all member clubs will adopt
the electronic system in 1964 so that a
uniform and consistent handicap pro-
cedure will exist throughout the associa-
tion. Annual cost to individual contribut-
ing members is $1.50 and to non-contrib-
uting members, $2.50.

In tournament activities, Ken Storey re-
gained the PNGA crown at Spokane CC,
the same course on which he won the
1934 tourney. Edean Ihlanfeldt won her
fourth Ladies” title since 1949. Nationally,
three of the four semi-finalists in the
USCA Women’s Amateur were from the
state of Washington.

Peggy Did Fine

On the Junior golf front, PNGA Girls’
Champ Peggy Conley was medalist in
the Western Women’s Amateur, co-medal-
ist and runnerup in the finals of the
USCA Girls’ Junior, and runnerup and
the youngest finalist ever in the USGA
Women’s Amateur,

Six caddies at PNGA courses were
awarded scholarships in 1963, bringing
the total now attending colleges and uni-
versities to 16.

In 1964, the PNGA will hold its Men's
and Ladies’ Championships in Portland,
Ore., July 13-18. The Junior Boys' tour-
ney will be held at Shaugnnessy C&CC
in Vancouver, B.C., Aug. 24-28, and the
Junior Girls will compete at Sand Point
CC, Seattle, Wash., July 20-24.
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