FIRST CHOICE...
at 793 Clubs
in 44 States!

electri-car

YES . .. up to the minute this advertisement was written (4 p.m.,
Sept. 16, "58), 793 clubs in 44 states chose VICTOR Electri-cars
over ALL other makes. Some bought model 36 VICTORS to en-
large their fleets for the fourth consecutive year. Some SWITCHED
over to VICTORS from other brands. Others were buying golf-

cars for the first time.

QUESTION: Why do so many Clubs,
PGA Pros, Lease Operators and Golfers
alike make VICTOR first-choice?
ANSWER: Since 1954, year-in-year-out,
VICTORS proved in actual service, that
they out-perform, out-distance and out-
lost other machines. You toco can have
confidence in VICTORI

QUESTION: Why is VICTOR so superior?

ANSWER: There is no compromise with
quality of product, service or customer
relations when you deal with the VIC
TOR ADDING MACHINE CO. Only
VICTOR gives you VICTOR-built-Dyna-
Power-Direct-in-Line-Drive plus other
teatures that can’t be imitated or du-
plicated.

QUESTION: Why are so many Clubs
SWITCHING over to VICTORS?

“Good Ole No. ONE"”

October, 1958

ANSWER: VICTOR helps make golf-cars
a more profitable and happier exper-
ience for the club and all the members.
Only VICTOR offers FOUR fleet-acquisi-
tion plans PLUS fleet-management and
fleet-maintenance programs based on
the collective NATIONAL experience of
793 Clubs in 44 states.

QUESTION: How can we get VICTORS

helpful assistance for our Club?

ANSWER: Invite the factory-trained VIC-
TOR dealer or factory-field-representa-
tive to meet with you and your commit-
tee NOW in advance of the season. He
will survey your needs, consult the VIC-
TOR Home Office and present proposals
tailored to your requirements. Write to-
day on your Club letterhead!

Fifth Year of Service!

Everett Leonard, PGA Pro, Butte De Mort CC,
Appleton, Wisc. bought this FIRST Dyna-Power-
Direct-Drive VICTOR in ‘55 after it hod been
used in golf course tests in ‘54 by the factory.
Mi. Leonard writes, “Good Ole 'ONE’ has seen
constant use. Except for normal bottery re.
placement, maintenance of old 'ONF’ cost me
only $32.66. It still makes 27 or more holes
over our hills, even though it is only a four-
bottery model. My newer VICTORS go from
36 to 45 holes o day with ease.”

For MORE Proof . . . Write
VICTOR ADDING MACHINE CO.

ELECTRI-CAR DIVISION
Chicago 18, Illinois
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Weather, Water, Worry Main
Ingredients in Turf Picture

By O. J. Noer

THE title weather, water and worry

would have been most appropriate for
the 1958 turf roundup in many parts of
the U. S. and Canada. The winter was bad
in most of the southeastern section and
there was loss of Bermudagrass in the belt
from Kansas City to Philadelphia. Some
bent turf was injured by early spring desic-
cation. In northern Quebec Province a
thaw and warm spell in late winter, fol-
lowed by snow and freezing weather, caus-
ed injury to bent grass greens. During the
summer heavy rains in many areas played
havoe with greens. Flooding in fairways
was bad enough to cause browning and
more or less serious damage to the grass.
New construction was delayed because of
overly wet soil. In Quebec Province seed-
ing in some new courses can’t be done this
fall which means a season’s delay in start-
ing play,

South Hard Hit

Injury to Bermudagrass and overseed-
ings of rye for winter play was very severe
throughout the South extending beyond
mid-Florida. There was loss of common
Bermuda and of the fine textured grasses
including Tifgreen (328). On one course
in Atlanta with dual greens, a covering of
pine needle straw ennﬂed Tifgreen to sur-
vive without a blemish. It was necessary
to replant the uncovered ones.

Parts of two Tifgreen greens in Atlanta
were overseeded with seaside bent and red
top. Although the seeding rate was a trifle
scant, this combination provided the best
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putting surface for winter play. The bent
persisted long after the rye grass in the
other part of the green was gone. With
care it could have survived the summer.
By early summer there was very little
Tifgreen in evidence in these two greens.
It would not be fair to place the entire
blame upon the bent grass-red top used
for winter play because the same thing
happened on other Tifgreens and on com-
mon Bermuda greens overseeded with rye
grass.

The Seaside bent-red top combination
should be a good one for use on fine tex-
tured Bermuda greens. It has performed
well at El Paso CC and was good in the
trial at Atlanta. The seeding rate should
be 4 to 5 1bs. of Seaside and 2 to 3 Ibs. of
red top seed per 1,000 sq. ft. Success de-
pends upon two or three crosswise rakings
or verticutting to remove surplus grass.
Close mowing with a greens mower should
follow each raking or verticutting. Seed
must make contact with soil and should
not be placed in a mat of thatched turf
where it will sprout and die. The seed
should be hulkechilh enough dry material
(sand, activated sludge, topdressing) so
seeding with a cyclone seeder can be done
in 3 to 4 directions. This is the way to
insure uniform cover.

Seed Can Be Smothered

After seeding, it is advisable to topdress
lightly with % to % of a yard of material to
5000 sq. ft. More than that may smother
the small sized seed. If more dressing is
needed to smooth the putting surface it
should be applied after verticutting. Seed-
ing should be on top of it. Matting, with
a tlexible steel mat should follow either

(Continued on page 56)
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Some of aprons around Penncross greens at new
Royal Montreal course are in Merion blue. Seeding
rate was 2 Ibs. per 1,000 sq. f1.

Supt. Holds His Own In Battle
Against The Jet Stream

FRED V. GRAU

GGIN THIS area there have been tor-
nadoes, thunderstorms, heavy rains,
high winds, flash floods — a combination
that one could well do without. July rain-
fall has been far above normal in many
states — Tex., Neb., Minn., Mo., Kan..
Ia., Ga., Md,, Ind. have been having the
worst floods in 45 years —. Wis,, up to
R[::ly, had had only two days of summer

reather — two days in April when the
mercury hit 85. — Trouble is due to a
band of planetary air, or jet stream in
the upper atmosphere which controls the
weather below — these winds stay north
in summer — have shifted far southward,
drawing cool air along with them. Warm
h'r:pir:niz air pours in against this cold
air. The resultant clash brings high winds,
heavy rains, flash floods —. — not much
to look forward to — except to tolerate
it and hope for something better.”

The foregoing has been freely quoted
from an editorial in the Cincinnati En-

uirer, The next is quoted from a letter
?mm Art Snyder dated Sept. 2, written
at Phoenix. “Temperatures and humidity
have broken all records here this sum-
mer. Only four days under 100 degs. F,
since May 14 — one of 88 degs., one of
92 deg. and two of 99 deg. July’s average
daily maximum was 110.6. Humidity above
normal every day since July 29. No
trouble, though.”

The long. cold, wet spring in many
sections wrecked many a supt’s timetable,
The cold continued so far into the sum-

October, 1958

Turf on tees, fairways, greens at Kanawoki, Mont-
real, came through winter unharmed, held up
through season due to Jim Patterson’s care.

mer that some early spring operations
(aeration and thatch removal) were per-
formed in cool weather in June, 'I%i:rn
came the heat and humidity and recently
treated grass suffered. To cope with dis-
eases, greens were drenched with chemi-
cals of all kinds, some of which checked
recovery of weakened grass. Pinning re-
sponsibility resembled tire game of “pin-
the-tail-on-the-donkey.” Often the mate-
rial most recently applied or the tool used
last got the blame, most of it unfairly.

The weather can be held responsible
for only part of the troubles. Many courses
report “splendid condition” and “no
trouble.,” By and large we point to good
management in every detail plus good
drainage on courses that had little or no
trouble.

Poa Annua Abundant

Poa annua thrived with the abundant
rainfall. In a few cases the trouble was
simply “Poa going out.” This we expect
in any season. It is nothinF new. No new
recommendations are available for eradi-
cating Poa.

Poa thrives under heavy (sometimes
excessive) irrigation. The Bull Sheet (Mid-
west GCSA) for Sept. says, “Overwater-
ing of putting green turf certainly is the
biggest contribution to our greens woes.”
The simple answer is to cut down on
water but it is not that simple. Water
often is used as a “soil softener.” The min-
ute a green gets a little firm some golfer
complains about “the hard greens” and
demands that they be watered. Against
his better judgment the supt., to keep
peace in the family, often will apply water
(not needed) that may increase trouble,

(Continued on page 58)
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NOER (Continued from page 54)

method. Surfaces should be kept moist by
light hand syringing until grass seedlings
become well rooted. In places where
damping-off is a recurring possibility it
would be well to use an appropriate fungi-
cide before seeding.

The Seaside bent-red top combination is
better than either alone. Both germinate
equally fast, Seaside is slower to make cov-
er. The red top provides the putting sur-
face during late fall and early winter.
Seaside is at its best in late winter up to
early summer,

There was loss of U-3 and other strains
of Bermuda in the transition belt from
Kansas City to Philadelphia. It created un.
certainty about the wisdom of using this
grass in the area. Kill was as bad in Ala.,
Ga. and the Carolinas. There they will not
turn to something else. Partial loss during
one season should not condemn any grass.
That course is justified only where loss
occurs every year or is likely every second
to fifth year.

Nashville Goes to Bent

The creeping bent grass greens at Rich-
land CC in Nashville, Tenn. were good all
vear. They have been that way for 8 years.
Charles Danner’s novel and easy way to
prevent Bermuda encroachment into hent
Eree'ns with the edger on a Ryan sod cut

as been described and illustrated in the
“Turf Tips” of Golfdom (Feb., 1958, p.
32) so there is no point in repeating here.
Play at Richland by members nfg other
clubs was heavy during the spring transi-
tion period from winter grass to Bermuda.
The other bent grass greens in Nashville
also were good. As a result, Belle Meade
decided to go all the way and switch to
bent greens. When completed there will
be three courses in Nashville with bent

The Penncross bent greens at Cherokee
in Atlanta came through the summer ex-
ceptionally well even though the top soil
mix was poorly done. There was no rain

consequence during July and Aug.
which was a big help to Cherokee. East
Lake CC in Atlanta has started to build
two bent grass greens and plans to have
them ready for play in 1959. They will
seed with Penncross because of its good
performance at Cherokee.

At the new Royal Montreal course on
le;lfih Bizard, Penricrlgss wai osgeoded ;‘m 'I@hmt
of the greens at . per sq. ft. They
were seeded in the fall of 1957 and were
ready for play in June, 1958, The cover of
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turf was excellent by that time. There was
a mild attack of brownpatch during the
warm wet spell of weather in early Sept,
The attack was not the result of over-
nitrogen feeding. The greens got no ferti-
lizer all summer. In late Sept., slight puffi-
ness of the turf was noticeable on some of
the greens which had not been put into
play.
Gives Good Control

Chlordane gave good control of goose-
grass (silver crab) in test areas in Okla.
and Ga. when used as pre-emergence her-
bicides in early spring. Rates in the range
of 60 to 80 Ibs. per acre of actual chlor-
dane appeared best, with the heavier rate
having a slight edge. At present cost of
material, chlordane is not apt to be used
generally on fairways. Its use could be
justified on tees and in the aprons and
fringes of greens,

Control of dallisgrass and crabgrass has
been excellent in the South with disodium
methyl arsonate, or sodium arsenite, in
combination with 2.4-D. For best results
the addition of a little good quality wet-
ting agent is desirable. Some prefer a
sodium dimethyl arsonate formulation for
everything because there is less discolora-
tion, despite the fact that sodium arsenite
is very much cheaper. Others use sodium
arsenite with 2,4-D on fairways. On greens
and tees they substitute the disodium
methyl arsonate combination with 2,4-D.

Sometimes weed control is attempted on
Southern fairways by burning with soluble
fertilizers such as ammonium nitrate or
ammonium sulfate without watering in
afterwards. Kill of hen bit and other win-
ter weeds is good. But this scorched earth
method is a good way to help hot weather
grass-like weeds. The fertilizer defoliates
the Bermuda, and before it can recover,
opens the way for heavy infestation of
crabgrass, ﬁaosegmss and possibly dallis-
Frasx. The better plan is to use fertilizer
or its intended purpose which is to en-
courage %rnwth of desirable grasses and
then apply an appropriate herbicide if
needed to check or stop growth of weeds |

Loss in Winter

Mention has been made of Bermuda-
grass winterkill in the intermediate belt,
Loss seemed most serious on tees. Even in
normal winters, loss will occur wherever
play on dormant Bermuda is heavy. If an
alternate teeing area of cool season gras:
is unavailable for winter use the markers
can be kept up front and worn turf re.

(Continued on page 108)
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genuine

LEATHER

has the good feel
for the sure hit!

For the live feel of responsiveness that distin-
guishes genuine leather grips from all others
- . for the special tack that distinguishes the
finest of leather golf grips from all others . . .
America’s foremost club makers select:

GENUINE LEATHER GRIPS

LAMKIN LEATHER CO.
406 N. Aberdeen St., Chicago 22, IIl.




GRAU

(Continued from page 55)

There are still too many supts. who are
not given the opportunity to maintain
their courses as they see best. There is
an encouraging trend in the right direc-
tion but it is a slow process, Some troubles
can be traced directly to an ill-advised
direction given by a club official, but
when the chips are down the superin-
tendent “should have known better.”

In new construction we have a golden
opportunity to build troubles out and
easy maintenance in. We regret to report
that new courses are being built that
disregard many of the proved principles
that %‘Ia\'e come from years of research
and practical experience. Drainage is the
key to success on every part of every
course everywhere. Recently we saw a
year old course that had not yet been
opened for play and could not be opened
until the manure layers in the greens had
been eliminated by rebuilding the greens!
This experience points to the need for a
“construction committee” which would
seek the best recommendations from every
available source and issue a realistic re-
port on what is desired. Within ev
%(:]fing community there are supts. with
the combined practical experience of hun-
dreds of years with all kinds of technical
information. It is available at little or
no cost. It is an area for thoughtful
study.

Sand Has Excellent Qualities

Sand is construction material that is
gaining more and more attention. When
one sees excellent turf with deep white
roots growing on sand in the desert areas
it is easy to say, “Well, why not?” When
one sees the troubles that develop when
there is an excess of organic matter he
thinks more of sand. Two drawbacks to
sand are (1) excessive leaching of nu-
trients and (2) extra watering to keep
turf green. The first no longer is a prob-
lem with the non-leaching types of ferti-
lizer. With deep roots and ample nour-
ishment the second is less important than
it has been believed. Two things in favor
of sand are (l; excellent drainage and
aeration and (2) firmness for good play-
ing quality. Straight sand for topdressing
a green has been frowned upon but it
may have its place. When a soil has too
much clay in it to begin with, there is
no point in adding more. By incorpo-
rating sand through £l‘0pﬂ aeration and

iking, the sand tends to form in vertical
rainage channels rather than horizontally.
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The effect of matted turf in holdin
granular materials away from contact witﬁ
the soil is gaining well-deserved atten-
tion. To our knowledge no one has meas-
ured accurately the total damage to turf
from this factor alone. One supt. recently
wondered why we waste our time measur-
ing the pH of the soil beneath a matted
turf because, as he put it, “the lime never
reaches the soil anyhow.” If much of the

Ralph R. Bond, owner of Old Orchard
Turf Nurseries, Madison, Wis., takes ex-
ception to an observation made by Fred
Grau in the Sept. GOLFDOM Q & A col-
umn (page 48) in which it was said that
Old Orchard tends to thin in mid-summer
and let poa annua creep in. Bond writes
the following:

“The 30-year old Old Orchard C-52
strain, which I developed, is planted in
from one to all greens at 400 clubs. No
supt. ever has called my attention to the
thinning of C-52 or the invasion of poa
annua. I have just inspected the 9 greens
at Stevens Point ( Wis.) CC and the 18 at
the Muny course in Janesville and find no
evidence of thinning or invasion of poa
annua or any weeds. These greens are
from 17 to 30 years old. Hans Wagner,
supt. at Janesville, for one, will verify my
statement, In his words: ‘T have never had
anything go wrong with my C-52 greens.'”

material we apply is held in the mat
of turf and cannot reach the soil below,
it would seem that we need to re-examine
many of our methods and to evaluate par-
ticle size and method of application in
terms of results,

Grasses. No Roundup would be com-
plete without a ecritical evaluation of

asses, old and new, in the light of per-
ormance.

Crowded Seedlings

Penncross creeping bent seed is bein
planted on many new greens. Supply o
Blue Tag seed is good, and the price is
reasonable. One 1b. of seed to 1,000 sq.
ft. is ample. Anything over a Ib. is ex-
travagant, wasteful and harmful. When
seedlings are crowded all of them will
be weak because of competition. Fewer

lants will provide sturdier growth and

tter coverage.

Vegetated bents that are extremely
popular include Old Orchard, Cohansey,
C-1 and C-19 mixed, and Toronto. New
strains are being tested and discarded in

(Continued on page 106)
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Front, left to right: Lyle ""Bud” Werring, Ted Cassidy, Dick Bullock, Jack Murphy, Max Baker
Dan Bodner, Tom Martin, Ernie Sabayrac, Sammy Sigh, Jehn Hainje, Lyne Price, Grant
Robbins, John Burt, Rear, left to right: Morgan Borofsky, Hal Whittington, Bob Hoggerry,
Jack Owens, Jack Cernohon, Lles De Fino, Joe Aubuchon, Dan Stovall, George Quelch, Mike
Long, Charles Coombe, Bill Focs, Bob Bonamy.

Sabayrac & tff

8,‘” ... and a record number of progressi\'e pro

merchandisers have completed the newest

and brightest chapter in the success story of

The Tops for Pro Shops

. with a new record high in sales

for the Pro Shop Prestige Line.




