
Veteran Turf Nurseryman 
Reviews C-19 and C-l 

By RALPH R. BOND 

(C O N G R E S S I O N A L C-19 b e n t g r a s s is 

j one of the be t t e r bents and evidently 
has a wide r a n g e of adaptabi l i ty a s i t r anks 
high in the midwest , clear across the nor th-
ern p a r t of the U. S. to UCLA, a n d in be-
tween a t P u r d u e Univers i ty a t La faye t t e , 
Ind. and Iowa S t a t e College, Ames . 

Because of the exceptional h igh ra t -
ing a t Ames, y e a r a f t e r year , we moved 
our Congressional nursery into I o w a and 
s t a r t ed a b r anch nursery a t F a r m i n g t o n 
where we g r o w this s t ra in exclusively. 

I t has a lways been one of t h e 5 top 
s t ra ins since i ts showing in the old pie-
shape exper imenta l greens of 1939-1940. 

The Congressional s t ra in is less than 
20 years old. I t was discovered in a green 
on the Congressional CC, Wash ing ton 
D. C., in 1936. 

Congressional has the m o s t a t t r a c t i v e 
color of all bents , being a r ich dark 
green. I t ha s the longest and g rea t e s t 
amoun t of roots . 

I t r a n k s h igh in dollar spot res i s tance 
being on a p a r wi th Arl ington and Old 
Orchard, b u t i t has a very poor r a t ing 
when it comes to brownpatch . Ar l ing ton 
C- l , Cohansey C-7, Norbeck C-36, Wash-
ington C-50, Metropol i tan C-51, and Old 
Orchard C-52 creeping ben tg ra s se s all r a t e 
higher. Congressional C-19 has the dubious 
distinction of equal ing Toronto C-15 when 
it comes to b rownpa tch susceptibi l i ty. 

I t is one of t he ou t s t and ing b e n t g r a s s 
clones wi th fine texture , closely kn i t turf , 
fine stolons, so f t under foot, and t r u e to 
pu t t on. I t is a n ups tand ing ben t wi thout 
swirl in the greens . The turf is thick 
but not m a t t y . We believe t h a t t h e g rea t 
number of blades to the squa re inch is 
because of the number of nodes on the 
stolons. In our nurse ry we have observed 
as high as fou r nodes to the inch on 
stolons a l though one or two would be 
nearer to the average . 

I t is an ear ly s t a r t e r but a medium 
grower. R a t i n g s f o r poa a n n u a a n d clover 
indicate t h a t it is not aggress ive . 

Congressional had a good s t a r t in single 
planted greens and was doing all r i g h t in 
this respect unti l someone t h o u g h t of the 
idea to plant it in a mix tu re of C - l and 

C-27. B u t lately it is coming back into 
its own. We recent ly p lan ted three golf 
courses wi th th is s t r a in wi thou t any mix-
ture . 

Reviewing i ts good poin ts and bad 
points we still th ink the good points over-
shadow i t s bad points and the s t r a in is 
good enough to be p lan ted alone. 

H e r e is our evaluat ion of Congress ional : 
GOOD P O I N T S . 

1—Resis tance to Dollar Spot. 
2—Beau t i fu l d a r k - g r e e n color. 
3—Qual i ty and q u a n t i t y of i ts root sys-

t em. 
4—Thick turf t ex tu re . 
5 — E a r l y s t a r t e r . 
6—Holds color t h r o u g h o u t the season. 
7—Likes the hea t . 
8—Can s t and very cold w e a t h e r ; 

w i n t e r s well. 
BAD P O I N T S . 

1—Poor r a t i n g wi th b rownpa tch . 
2—Average r ank fo r f reedom f r o m 

copperspot . 
3 — N o t too aggress ive . 
4 — P o a A n n u a and clover invade it. 
5 — F a i r recovery a f t e r disease. 
I t is good enough f o r us to cont inue 

g r o w i n g this s t ra in commercia l ly in l a r g e 
volume. 

Ar l ington C - l Is Appra ised 

We feel t h a t some have been misin-
f o r m e d abou t the Ar l ing ton C - l s t r a in 
of c reep ing ben tgrass . Our reason f o r th is 
suspicion is t h a t in t w o mon ths ear ly 
th is y e a r we had more inquiries to buy 
th i s s t r a i n fo r golf courses to be p lan ted 
alone on g reens t han we have had in all 
the nine yea r s we have been g rowing 
th is s t r a i n commercial ly. 

We tu rned all offers down. 
If we had a million bushels of these 

s tolons we would never sell th is s t r a in to 
any golf course if the m a n in cha rge w a s 
go ing to p lan t g reens alone wi th it, wi th-
out mix ing it wi th a n o t h e r s t ra in . 

H e r e is our evaluat ion of Ar l ington C - l 
s t r a in . The Ar l ing ton is a good t o u g h 
s t r a i n and will t a k e a lot of pun ishment . 
I t is abou t tons f o r ben t tees. I t is ve rv 



"We've found 

Tersan® best for year-round 

disease control" 

Speaking from experience gained in 30 years of work with fine 
turf, Mr. Michael continues: "Wet, hot conditions can make 
large brown patch a big problem, so we arrange our sprays with 
an eye on the weather reports. With 'Tersan' we've gotten excel-
lent control of both large and small brown patch. About the 
middle of November we start using 'Tersan' for snow-mold con-
trol. We've found that it mixes easily with material for use 
against certain insects and crabgrass. And it has never burned 
grass at this course." 

Says E l m e r J . M i c h a e l , Superintendent, 
Oak Hill Country Club, Rochester, New York, 

Site of the 1956 National Open Tournament 

There is no disease problem on 
the greens at the Oak H i l l course 
— i n spite of this season's poor 
weather. Mr. Michael feels that 
"Tersan" is largely responsible 
for their fine condition. 



" T e r s a n " s t o p s d i s e a s e b e f o r e it s t a r t s 
A treatment with "Tersan" cleans up brown patch fast. But a 
prevention program is the most efficient way to stop disease 
attacks. 

The effectiveness of "Tersan" isn't limited by tough weather 
conditions. Greens superintendents in all parts of the country 
have found "Tersan" superior for protecting fine turf. 

"Tersan , ,comesinhandy3-lb.pack- a mercurial fungicide with "Ter san . " 
ages for easy mixing and measuring. And to save labor, fertilize with the 
I t ' s compatible with most commonly same application by adding Du Pont 
used turf chemicals. Mix in Special Soluble Plant Food—packed in 50-lb. 
"Semesan" if you prefer t o combine bags for golf-course use. 

On all chemicals always follow directions for application. Where warn-
ing or caution statements on use of product are given, read them carefully. 

Order Tersan" Turf Fungicide 
from your golf supply dealer 

•is. u.s. PAT. of-

B E T T E R T H I N G S F O R B E T T E R L I V I N G . . . THROUGH CHEMISTRY 



r e s i s t an t t o dollar spot, and is a ve ry 
pers i s ten t bent. 

The bad points a re : 
1st. Susceptible to b r o w n p a t c h . 
2nd. Below average in aggress iveness , 

thereby allowing clover and P o a Annua to 
creep in. 

3rd. A slow grower . Does not heal in-
ju r ies quickly. 

4th. Not an early ben t ; g r e e n s up about 
two weeks la ter then some s t ra ins . 

5th. Develops gra in . 
6 th . H a s a tendency to swirl in the 

greens . 
7th. H a s coarse stolons. 
8th. Th ins out or d i s appea r s if wa te red 

excessively. 
9th. H a s a bluish-green color. 
T h e r e f o r e we feel t h a t t h e C - l has too 

m a n y bad points to offset i t s good points. 
This is the reason t h a t t u r f g r a s s ex-

per ts advoca te p l an t ing th i s s t ra in wi th 
one or more s t ra ins , p re fe rab ly wi th 
Congressional C-19. The idea is t h a t the 
f au l t s of one s t ra in can be overcome by 
the good points of the o the r . 

N o t once have we heard or read of a n y 
responsible t u r fg r een e x p e r t advising 
p lan t ing C - l alone in the greens . 

W e have never seen a C - l green t h a t 
we would consider to be a f irst-class 
green. We wouldn ' t give 300 fo r some we 
have seen. 

Club Employees' Group Life 
Insurance Sponsored by WGA 

WE S T E R N Golf Assn. is sponsor ing a 
golf club employees' g r o u p life in-

su rance plan which b e c a m e effective 
Aug. 1. 

The plan has been discussed a m o n g 
W e s t e r n Golf Assn. officials and officials 
of i ts m e m b e r clubs f o r some t ime as 
needed to mee t a w a n t o f t e n observed in 
club opera t ions . In case of dea th of em-
ployees c lubs have passed t h e ha t , or have 
done noth ing . The compar i son between 
employmen t by o rgan iza t ions of gentle-
men s p o r t s m e n and by p r iva t e indust ry 
wi th insu rance and o t h e r benef i t s set up 
by m a n a g e m e n t and unions ha sn ' t made 
the gen t lemen spor t smen ' s organiza t ions 
shine a s employers . 

Benefi ts and month ly cos t per employee 
of the g r o u p insurance which is available 
t o all m e m b e r clubs of t h e W e s t e r n Golf 
Assn. a r e : 

Pro, m a n a g e r , course sup t . . . . $5000 

for life insurance and $5000 addit ional fo r 
accidental death, a t monthly cost of $6.25 
per employee; 

Ass t . pro, ass t . mgr. , caddymaster , or 
o ther depa r tmen t head . . . $3000 life in-
surance and $3000 additional fo r acciden-
ta l death, a t month ly cost per employee 
of $3.75; 

All other employees (and any over age 
65) . . . $1000 life insurance and $1000 ad-
dit ional for accidental death, a t monthly 
cost per employee of $1.26. 

Waldo D. Thorsen, 1 Nor th LaSalle st., 
Chicago 2, 111., the insurance broker who 
set u p the plan says : 

"The plan is available to all Wes te rn 
Golf Assn. member clubs t h a t have five 
or more employees. A ful l- t ime employee 
is defined a s one who is employed a t least 
seven months a year . The plan does not 
cover casual, pa r t - t ime or t empora ry em-
ployees. 

" I t is a non-medical group life insur-
ance plan on a non-contr ibutory basis 
w i th the member club paying the en t i re 
cost of covering i ts own employees. The 
plan is unde rwr i t t en by the S ta t e Mu-
tua l Life Assurance Co., Worcester , Mass. 

"As the plan has j u s t recently become 
effect ive any m e m b e r club not a l ready 
pa r t i c ipa t ing and wishing to enroll i ts 
eligible employees, m a y do so pr ior to 
Nov. 1, 1955, wi thout submit t ing evidence 
of insurabi l i ty of individual employees. 

"The plan al ready has proved effect ive 
in mutua l ly improving employer-employee 
re la t ions a t ou t s t and ing clubs such as Ex-
moor, Indian Hill and Bob O'Link in the 
Chicago dis t r ic t and a t other p rominent 
clubs in the midwest ." 

Detai ls of the plan may be obta ined 
f r o m the Wes te rn Golf Assn., Golf, 111. 

Spalding Quickly Recovers 
From Flood Damage 

FLOOD d a m a g e following hur r i cane 
Diane had Spalding 's Chicopee, Mass., 

p l an t c a r r y i n g 18 in. of w a t e r t h r o u g h o u t 
the first floor. 

Product ion was down for ten days. R a w 
mater ia l s , in-process m a n u f a c t u r i n g and 
some finished s tock were affected by the 
flood but energet ic , well-organized clean-
u p operat ions go t the si tuat ion res tored 
t o near ly normal quickly. 

Spalding cus tomers were only s l ight lv 
inconvenienced by the flood d a m a g e a t the 
f ac to ry . Decentral ized warehouse s tocks 
m a d e i t possible f o r t he company to ship 
m o s t i tems wi thou t delay. 



S i l v e r a d o Country C l u b 

N a p a Va l l ey , Ca l i f o rn i a 

Hain Ultra 
GOLF EQUIPMENT 

W a l t e r Hagen, Division of Wilson Sporting 
G o o d s Co. , G r a n d Rapids 2, Michigan 

Fine c l u b s l i ke t h e s e are a l w a y s 
in g r e a t d e m a n d 



The 5600 sq. ft. second green of the new Sullivan (III .) C C course flanked with large sand traps will 
give some of the boys trouble. New clubhouse is beyond trap at the left. 

Small Town Uses 3-step Plan 
to Build Debt Free Club 

By JAMES McLAUGHLIN 

AS O F M a r c h 1, 1950 t h e Sull ivan Coun-
t r y Club had 36 m e m b e r s , 40 a c r e s of 

land, 9 s and g reens a n d a club house t h a t 
w a s l a t e r sold f o r $250.00. 

O u r n e w course w a s officially opened 
J u n e 5 th of t h i s yea r . W e have 250 
m e m b e r s , 83 y2 ac res of land, a 9-hole 
course of near - championsh ip caliber, and 
a new, comple te ly equ ipped club house. 
The to t a l cost of t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s w a s 
$120,000. To p u t over a p r o j e c t of th is 
size in a smal l town—3,600 popula t ion— 
requ i red a lot of w o r k a n d e f fo r t on the 
p a r t of severa l m e m b e r s . However , in 
r e t ro spec t , t he success of t h e club has 
been due to the p r o g r a m a n d policy 
adop t ed b y the first B o a r d of Direc tors . 
The t h r e e - s t a g e p r o g r a m inc luded: 

1. T h e acquis i t ion of add i t iona l land 
and p l ans f o r t h e n e w course . 

2. C o n s t r u c t i o n of a n e w club house. 
3. C o n s t r u c t i o n of a n e w course. 
T h e policy adopted w a s t h a t of com-

p le t ing e a c h phase of t h e p r o g r a m in the 
o r d e r ind ica ted a n d to s e c u r e profess ional 

a s s i s t ance in every phase of the w o r k . 
I t was unan imous ly ag reed t h a t a 

compe ten t golf course a r ch i t e c t should 
be r e t a ined and we secured the services 
of Rober t Bruce H a r r i s of Chicago. He 
advised us concern ing the land we should 
buy and laid o u t a n d designed our course, 
f u r n i s h i n g comple te plans for all phase s 
of the cons t ruc t ion . We know t h a t his 
sugges t ions and advice saved us ini t ial ly 
f r o m several se r ious mis takes . The course, 
a s he des igned it, could ha rd ly be im-
proved on, e i the r a s to layout or a s to 
ma in t enance . T h e inves tment m a d e to 
secure his services w a s one of the wises t 
moves we made . 

A drive w a s immedia te ly s t a r t e d for 
new m e m b e r s a n d fo r cont r ibut ions . A 
reasonable member sh ip fee w a s es tab-
lished and the m e m b e r s were solicited 
to m a k e o u t r i g h t cont r ibut ions to the 
club. Some m e m b e r s were unable to m a k e 
a n y cont r ibut ions . Others con t r ibu ted 
f r o m $25.00 t o $7,500.00 I r respec t ive of 
the a m o u n t cont r ibuted , all of the mem-



At Last! 
A REALLY PRACTICAL 

tee for woods. 

CHI P - N - D R I V E 
ho™practice golf tee mat 

Flexi-Mat's C H I P - N - D R I V E tee mat 
makes it possible for the gol fer to supplement 
his course and range practice, in his leisure, 
at home. A perfect miniature of the standard 
tee mat made for range use, it includes a 
Tampico brush insert for iron shots and a 
rubber tee for woods. 

Attract ive two-color package is a sell-
ing " b i l l b o a r d " in itself . . . display it in your 
shop and watch it sell for you! 

SAME HIGH F L E X I - M AT Q U A L I T Y 
PRICED TO SELL—BUILT TO LAST 

H e a v y duty nylon rubber cord construction 
with spring steel wire binding, same as 
standard Flexi-Mat range mats, will last a 

l ifetime. 

AVAILABLE THROUGH 

GOLF SUPPLY DEALERS 

GOLF PRACTICE DEVICE 

Can be used with 
every club in the 
bag. Brush Insert 
for irons . . . rubber 

Featured in 

"Christmas 

Shopping at 

Your Pro Shop" 

Retail 
$11.95 

Flexi-Mat's 

Ideal for indoor 
practice in g a r a g e or 
basement . . . keep in 
golf trim the entire 
year 'round. 

Makes a fascinating 
party ganr.e . . . 
everyone will enjoy 
the friendly 
competition. 

C o m p l e t e s e t inc ludes mat , t w o s p o n g e rubber 
p r a c t i c e bal ls , chipping t a r g e t ne t and golf 
p r a c t i c e t i p s b o o k l e t . 

Use it in the yard 
for long Iron and 
wood practice . . . 
prevents accidental 
divots in the lawn. 

«¿flexi tilat Cotpotation 2249 S. Calumet Ave. • Chicago 16 



"Chuck" Maddox (R) , contractor who built the new 
Sullivan course is presented with first ball hit in 
opening day ceremonies by club president F. W . 
"Bo" Wood. 

bers had the same r igh t s and privileges. 
By June , 1953, we h a d purchased the 

new land—secured plans f o r our course 
and built and fu rn i shed our new club 
house ent i re ly debt f ree . 

The fal l we s t a r t e d a new drive fo r 

f u n d s to build our new course and entered 
into a const ruct ion contract with Chuck 
Maddox of Rankin , 111. In this respect 
we were ex t remely fo r tuna te for Chuck 
has made a special ty of building golf 
courses. Except for minor changes, the 
a rch i tec t ' s plans were followed to the 
le t ter , and as a result , we have a well 
designed course built with exceptional 
care . 

The course w a s built in the summer and 
fal l of 1954. We were so pleased with 
Chuck 's work t h a t the club held a special 
d inner in his honor. He is our number 
one life member, and was given the honor 
of h i t t ing the f i rs t ball a t the open-
ing day ceremony. 

Our p r o g r a m is completed. The social 
members a re more than pleased with the 
year -a round act ivi t ies offered. The golf-
ing members a re extremely proud of a 
course which potent ia l ly can be one of the 
finest nine-hole courses in the country . 
The average cost per member was ap-
proximate ly $500, a comparat ively small 
inves tment , in view of the prospect we 
have for a l i fet ime of fun, playing golf. 

CLUBHOUSE FOR CADDIES AT TAM O SHANTER 

This $22,500 building at Tam O'Shanter C C ( C h i c a g o dist.) is a modern version of the old 

caddy shelter. It's virtually a clubhouse for the boys. It has a dining area, commissary, television 

radio, basketball court, bicycle racks and telephones. 
C a d d i e awards for work during the season are distributed at the annual party put on by George 

S. and Al ice May. The Mays have matched the Tam members' contributions to the Chick Evans 

C a d d y Scholarship Fund of the Western G o l f Assn., with $29,085, making a total from the club 

of $58,170. Eleven of the Tam caddies have won Evans scholarships. May's interest in caddies is 

further exhibited by a fee of $1000 to the lad who caddies for the winner in the Tam World's 

championship tournament. 



How to Fit Slacks Into 
Xmas Pro Shop Sales 

By JACK LUST 

IN May GOLFDOM we discussed in gen-
eral the sale of golf slacks in the pro 

shop. 
With the approaching Chr i s tmas shop-

ping season a few more f ac t s on selling 
slacks will interest the promotion minded 
professional. 

It is common knowledge in the men's 
apparel t rade tha t many special ty shops 
do f rom one quar te r to one third of their 
total yearly sales volume in the few 
weeks preceding Christmas. 

Many f ac to r s contribute to this un-
usual s i tuat ion but it is pr imar i ly due to 
the f ac t t ha t all the VIP 's in the family, 
f rom the children up, have been ge t t ing 
new clothes all year round, whereas the 
man in the house, either th rough lack of 
interest, or lack of funds, or an unfor tu-
nate combination of both, somehow winds 
up last ge t t ing new clothes 

So here is the smar t professional 's op-
portuni ty to fill par t of the g a p by dis-
playing be t te r slacks for dresswear or 
golfwear, with special appeal to women 
buyers who of ten have a special urge to 
"dress up" the i r man a t the holiday time 
of the year. 

In order to ful ly capitalize on this mar-
ket and in order to keep on a p a r with the 
local merchants , we suggest a selective 
early display of spor tswear highl ight ing 
the new style and fabric t rends . 

In this respect a smar t display of slacks 
with match ing shir ts or f ancy belts would 
be a very fine a r rangement a s one item 
helps you to sell the other. Many pros-
pective buyers wish to shop or a t least 
"look around" early. Whenever possible, 
we suggest t h a t you put up "Chr is tmas 
Merchandise" fo r prizes s t a r t i ng with the 
onset of Fall weather and adver t ise this 
merchandise as such in order to awaken 
early interest in Chr is tmas shopping. 

Our experience has proved t ha t most 
people wan t top quality merchandise for 
Chr is tmas g i f t s ; therefore, do not hesitate 
to carry a reasonable a s so r tmen t of bet-
ter slacks such as imported flannels, bet-
ter wool gabardines, doeskin flannels, etc. 

. in a good grade of tai loring. 
Bearing in mind t ha t junior golfers are 

away in college a t t h a t t ime of year, 
many mothers will no doubt appreciate 
the fac t t ha t you car ry flannel slacks in 
stock including small wais t sizes ( f rom 
29 up) . 

Special emphasis should be given to the 

f a c t t h a t all i tems are g i f t wrapped upon 
request ; you will f u r t h e r encourage slack 
sales if you advert ise t h a t you exchange 
sizes a s many a m a t e u r golfers of ten pick 
up a little "embonpoint" during the "off 
season". Most m a n u f a c t u r e r s will have 
no objection exchanging uncuffed slacks. 

Keep handy Gift Cert i f icates which will 
t ake care of last minute rush orders 
which can be filled a f t e r Christmas. 

Le t us point out t h a t a fine pa i r of 
s lacks is a t ruly personal g i f t and a use-
ful one. So here is your opportuni ty to 
serve your members and continue to ad-
vert ise your pro shop during the "off 
season". 

GE Jets Win Midwest Industrial 
Tourney from Field of 460 

Four employes of the General Electr ic 
Je t Engine Division of Cincinnati, O., shot 
near -par golf over the 36-hole Tam O'-
Shan te r course a t Canton, O. to win the 
Ten th Annual Mid-West Golf Tournament . 

In winning the event fo r the second 
yea r in a row, the J e t s carded a 567 ag-
grega te , lowering by 18 s t rokes the tour-
n a m e n t record set in 1953 by Wr igh t 
Field of Dayton, O. The Mid-West a t -
t r ac t ed 460 entries f r o m a nine-state area , 
an all-t ime high. 

H a r r y Olson, 27-year old wa te r t r e a t -
m e n t operator f r o m the Argonne Labora-
tory a t Lemont, 111., won medalist honors 
wi th a three-under-par 138. He shaded 
fou r runners-up by one s t roke. 

The GE Je t s played more like pros than 
week-end golfers dur ing the two-day 
event. They mas te red Tam O'Shanter ' s 
71-par Dales course and 70-par Hills lay-
out wi th an agg rega t e score t ha t was only 
th ree s t rokes over regulat ion figures. 

Brilliance of their play is a t tes ted by 
the f a c t t ha t Republic Steel Co. en t ry 
f r o m Massillon, O., sha t te red the tourna-
ment ' s previous record by six strokes, yet 
were still 13 s t rokes in the wake of the 
fas t -moving Jets . The two t eams were 
tied a t the hal f -way m a r k with 282 totals . 

West inghouse of Mansfield, O., 1952 
Mid-West champions, finished third wi th 
587; Ford Motor Co. of Dearborn, Mich., 
f o u r t h with 588; T imken Roller Bear ing 
Co. of Canton, the host company, and 
Thompson Products Co. of Cleveland tied 
fo r fifth with 589. F i res tone Tire & Rubber 
Co. of Akron, O., a three- t ime winner, was 
seventh with 591. 

Victory for the Cincinnati t eam con-
tinued a so-called Buckeye Command t h a t 
is now in i ts eleventh year. 



Big greens and interesting use of the knobby terrain make the Buena Vista course one that tests golf. 

Donated Labor and Materials 
Bring Fine Golf to Public 

By VERNE WICKHAM 

PR O V I N G a g a i n t h a t a n y communi ty 
t h a t w a n t s a golf course bad enough 

can g e t it, Kern County (Cal.) in mid-
March opened the second nine of the 
Buena V i s t a public course , bu i l t—as w a s 
the f i r s t nine—in a l a rge degree by con-
t r ibu ted labor, f u n d s a n d ma te r i a l . 

A bulldozer here, a f e w hundred f e e t of 
pipe t h e r e and m a n y h o u r s of ha rd work 
a n d t h e Buena Vis ta back nine g r e w 
green a n d took shape and is now hea r ing 
t h e t r e a d of the spikes of m a n y of the 
go l fe r s w h o helped build it. The Buena 
Vis ta a n d Kern County golf courses only 
became real i t ies a f t e r t he gol fers them-
selves rolled up thei r collective sleeves 
a n d w e n t t o work . 

A s a nine-hole course, The Buena Vista 
course had been in ope ra t ion f o r th ree 
y ea r s a s a p a r t of the P a r k s and Recrea-
t ion s y s t e m of sp r awl ing Kern County 
(Pop. 270,000). The second nine w a s 
opened exac t ly t h r ee y e a r s t o the day t h a t 
the original nine w a s opened to play. 

Pos ted in the clubhouse, which h a s 
served the original nine a f t e r being moved 
into the p rope r ty by e q u i p m e n t and man-
power of one of the oil companies , a r e 
two his tor ic plaques. 

One, in a l a rge f r a m e , l ists in bold 
Engl i sh t ype the n a m e s of more t han 40 

companies and organiza t ions t h a t contr ib-
u ted mater ia l , supplies and labor toward 
the building of t h e golf course. 

The other bea r s the personal s igna tu re 
of more t h a n 250 people, known as the 
Grass Root m e m b e r s of the Buena Vis ta 
Golfers ' Associat ion. These a re the men, 
women and children who rolled u p their 
sleeves to f o r m the work par t i es to smooth 
fa i rways , shape a n d r ake greens a n d build 
the course w i t h thei r own hands . The 
word ing above t h e s igna ture reads : 

"Be i t known t h a t the unders igned have 
wielded pick and shovel, r ake and hoe in 
t h e building of t h e Buena Vis ta P a r k golf 
course, con t r ibu t ing a t least one day labor, 
o r a reasonable facsimile thereof , and by 
t h e sweat of the i r brow they have earned 
t h e r ight to be known hencefor th a s the 
G r a s s Root m e m b e r s of the Buena Vista 
Gol fers Associat ion." 

Wi th the opening of the back nine a t 
Buena Vista, the K e r n County P a r k s and 
Recrea t ion D e p a r t m e n t now opera tes two 
18-hole courses, t he Buena Vista, near 
T a f t , and the K e r n County public golf 
course, 12 miles out of Bakersfield. The 
Buena Vista, as a nine-hole course, has 
been playing about 25,000 rounds per y e a r 
and the Kern Coun ty course over 50,000 
annual ly . 

According to H e r b e r t J . Evans , Di rec tor 


