
Managers' 25th Convention 
Seeks Operating Answers 

By HERB GRAFFIS 

Club M a n a g e r s Associat ion of America , 
r e tu rn ing f o r i t s Jubilee convent ion Feb. 
10-13 to Chicago where it w a s founded 25 
yea r s ago, d rew a record a t t endance . More 
than 600 m e n and women club m a n a g e r s 
and suppl iers par t ic ipa ted in discussions 
a t the E d g e w a t e r Beach hotel concern ing 
the problems of count ry and c i ty clubs. 

Ris ing t a x e s and ope ra t ing cos t s were 
the chief diff icult ies considered, w i th the 
labor s i tua t ion coming in f o r t h i rd place 
a m o n g m a n a g e r i a l headaches . 

Much of t he discussion w a s f r a n k and 
off the record. The complex t a x problems, 
a va r ie ty of labor conditions a n d a wide 
gap be tween var ious club cha rac t e r s , op-
era t ions and policies called f o r in t imacy 
of t e s t imony and discussion t h a t o f ten 
made recorded proceedings inadvisable. 
The conferences were of defini te p rac t ica l 
value. 

Always t h e club m a n a g e r s h a v e to use 
considerable discret ion in s t a t i n g and 
seeking solut ions for thei r p rob lems as 
m a n y of the problems a re bas ica l ly those 
of membersh ip n a t u r e or official policy, or 
someth ing h a v i n g to do wi th g o v e r n m e n t 
regulat ions . T h e clubs a re m o r e a f r a i d of 
gove rnmen t looking fo r a chance to m a k e 
t rouble t h a n genera l business is, a n d t h a t 
means a condit ion of acu te nervousness . 

S t a n d a r d s Change 
The change in service s t a n d a r d s in club 

life and club m a n a g e m e n t h a s been 
m a r k e d since the CMAA ear l ie r days, and 
the ve t e r an m a n a g e r s a s well a s younger 
men and women in the field, confessed 
themselves u p aga ins t tough hand icaps in 
ma in t a in ing the club a t m o s p h e r e a t a 
modernized vers ion of i ts t r ad i t iona l char -
ac ter . H a r r y H. Davies, one of t h e CMAA 
founders a n d a dis t inguished Canad ian 
manage r , in speak ing on "Club Manage-
men t in R e t r o s p e c t " b rough t memor ies of 
the days w h e n the problems of t h e mana -
ger were less severe a l though m e m b e r s 
educated in fine living had to h a v e thei r 
w a n t s an t i c ipa t ed ju s t as m e m b e r s of the 
be t t e r c lubs do today. The m a n a g e r ' s 
diff iculty now is t h a t a t n u m e r o u s clubs 
the m e m b e r s don ' t know w h a t t h e y want , 
but complain abou t w h a t i t cos t s them. 

The genera l session was opened by Pres . 
Wm. Bangs , Jr . , and Convent ion chmn. 
Wallace Wommeldor f . A f t e r off icers ' re-
ports , which showed the na t iona l associa-
tion and i ts regional c h a p t e r s in solid, 

smoo th - runn ing shape, Alex F. Talbot , a 
Chicago business executive, ta lked on phy-
sical condit ioning f o r t he m a n a g e r . 

Ta lbo t emphasized cor rec t b rea th ing , 
good posture , wa lk ing and simple exer-
cises, some of which he demons t ra ted . 

He rb Graffis , GOLFDOM's editor, spoke 
on the rough condi t ions t h a t c o n f r o n t 
coun t ry club m a n a g e m e n t in pa r t i cu l a r . 
He quoted f r o m a n economics book by 
E r n e s t Shinner, Chicago capi ta l is t , in 
which Shinner re la ted t h a t coun t ry club 
m a n a g e m e n t wi th i ts demands for skilled 
employees and shor t season, w a s t h e 
t o u g h e s t business he 'd ever tackled. G r a f -
fis ci ted the financial p l ight of o rgan ized 
baseball , the financial diff icult ies looming 
f o r un ivers i ty and p ro footbal l due to te le-
vision, and the f a c t t h a t boxing w a s ge t -
t i n g by only because of television spon-
sors ' income, a s indicat ions t h a t the s p o r t s 
financial p ic ture w a s n ' t a s fiscally b r i g h t 
a s Amer i can s a r e inclined to believe. 
There fore , he r emarked , the golf club h a s 
to be fores ighted and hones t w i th itself 
in g e t t i n g i ts own finances in sound shape . 
He observed t h a t too o f t e n in the case of 
p r i v a t e clubs, officials a r e inclined to be-
lieve t h a t the solution of every problem is 
c a n n i n g the manage r , course super in tend-
en t or professional , w h e n the cor rec t solu-
t ion ac tua l ly lies in organiz ing, deput iz ing 
a n d supervis ing a t t he top official level. 
N u m e r o u s ins tances of u n s a t i s f a c t o r y club 
opera t ion , he recalled, we re the resu l t of 
h i r ing competen t m e n and not a l lowing 
t h e m to do the job the men t h o u g h t t hey 
w e r e hired to do, b u t hav ing the job 
bossed by a m a t e u r s elected solely because 
of club politics. 

Gra f f i s also quest ioned the t imidi ty of 
clubs when fac ing t a x a t i o n or o ther poli t i-
cal s i tua t ions , and said the usual pres i -
dent ia l y e a r sneer ing re fe rences to " t h e 
c o u n t r y club se t " w a s a n indicat ion of t h e 
pol i t ic ians ' con t empt f o r hones t m e n w h o 
con t r ibu t e heavily to c a m p a i g n funds . 

T ra in ing P r o g r a m s Expla ined 
Leslie W. Scott , d i rector , Hotel a n d 

Ins t i tu t iona l M a n a g e m e n t , Michigan S t a t e 
College, and John Ande r son of the Un ive r -
s i ty of F lor ida ' s new school of club a n d 
r e so r t m a n a g e m e n t , g a v e addresses on 
va r ious phases of personnel t r a in ing . 
Sco t t said a lot of t he b l ame fo r unsa t i s -
f a c t o r y service by club employees is due 



to fa i lu re to tell t hem clear ly w h a t they 
a r e expected to do when they a re hired. 
If t he de ta i l s of the job a r e f u l l y explained 
the fitness of the prospect ive employee fo r 
the job is a ccu ra t e ly de te rmined , Scot t re-
marked . L a b o r turnover , t o a l a rge extent , 
is t he r e su l t of the employer a t a club 
h i r ing employees w h o don ' t u n d e r s t a n d 
the job a n d wouldn ' t t a k e it if t hey knew 
w h a t is expected. Due to v a r y i n g demands 
of m e m b e r s the club job requires a n 
intensive and well organized t r a i n i n g pro-
g r a m t h a t m u s t be in opera t ion r igh t a t 
the s t a r t of a short season. T h e m a n a g e r 
also h a s t o h a v e a simple, definite and 
very well organized plan of t r a in ing the 
young m e n and young women who w o r k 
a t coun t ry clubs dur ing school vacat ions . 
Scot t b rough t out the point t h a t when an 
employee is conspicuously cor rec ted in 
public i t can be a sign t h a t t h e manage r , 
as well as t he employee, needs t ra in ing . 
The sub jec t of member t r a i n i n g w a s 
touched l ight ly, but more in de ta i l l a t e r a t 
a round table discussion. 

Anderson outlined the gene ra l qualifica-
tions of a qualified club m a n a g e r and said 
t h a t c ivic-mindedness should be one of the 
quali t ies of t h e good club m a n a g e r a s he 
is, in effect , a r ep resen ta t ive of a select 
g roup of commun i ty res idents . Anderson 
also sa id t h a t a requ i rement of t h e Flor ida 
course w a s t h a t s tudents would have to 
work a t clubs 3 m o n t h s be fo re being eli-
gible f o r g r a d u a t i o n f r o m t h e Flor ida 
school. He r e m a r k e d t h a t p l a n s fo r the 
course involved a short " r e f r e s h e r course" 
for m a n a g e r s , probably to be conducted in 
the win te r . 

T h e CMAA, a t the sugges t ion of W a y n e 
Miller, i s consider ing sponso r ing a schol-
a rsh ip in t h e new Flor ida school. 

Lyle E . Stovall , color expe r t of Sherwin-
Wil l iams Co., g a v e an in t e r e s t ing prac t ica l 
t a lk on "Color Styl ing". He showed cha r t s 
as guides to t h e correct selection of colors 
of floor coverings, walls, cu r t a in s , furn i -
tu re a n d table se t t ing to harmonize . 

J . S. Anhoff , pres., Alber t P i c k & Co., 
t a l k ing on " W h a t ' s New in Equ ipmen t" , 
said t h a t the m a n a g e r s were keeping up 
so well on the new ideas he couldn ' t add 
much to thei r invest igat ions. H e admi t -
ted t h a t he, l ike many m a n a g e r s , wasn ' t 
su re a b o u t t he prospects of r a y cooking 
bu t it w a s w o r t h watch ing . 

Supply a n d Equ ipment S i tua t ion 
Anhoff outl ined the buy ing s i tua t ion as 

being in fa i r ly good shape due to clubs 
and hote l s doing so much s c a r e buying 
a t t he s t a r t of the Korean w a r t h a t in 
some cases t h e r e is a n excess of inventory. 

Ma te r i a l s h o r t a g e s have b u y i n g of few 
i tems v i r tua l ly s topped now, b u t most 
needs can be supplied if t h e b u y e r can 
wai t . P r i ce s in several lines, a m o n g them 
china, a r e inf la ted bu t cheap considering 

a n o r m a l dollar. China pa t t e rn s a re good. 
Glassware isn ' t in t he class wi th t h a t of 
t he old days when clubs used to d e m a n d 
the bes t and employees respected it, b u t 
a good s t anda rd is available. S i lve rware 
is on the cri t ical l ist and you won ' t ge t i t 
in f o r m e r construct ion, bu t you'll g e t s a t -
i s f ac to ry i tems, genera l ly a f t e r w a i t i n g 6 
to 8 months . 

A luminum w e a r is avai lable only in l im-
ited stocks. Dealers ' s tock is low in 
s ta in less steel equ ipment but chrome steel 
is doing O.K. a l t hough no t as well w e a r i n g 
as s ta in less steel. K i t chen equ ipment is 
h a r d to ge t because the government is a 
b ig buyer . 

P l a s t i c s a re not displacing china ye t in 
club service. 

W a g o n s ins tead of t r a y s a re coming in 
s t rong . Now the prob lem is where to p a r k 
them, Anhoff noted. Texti les a r e close t o 
normal . Ca rpe t w i th synthe t ic fibre m u s t 
be considered ins tead of insis t ing on ex-
pensive all-wool. 

T h e r e ' s not much of a supply of m e t a l 
f u r n i t u r e . Wood f u r n i t u r e of good design 
and cons t ruc t ion is avai lable on fa i r ly 
quick deliveries. Use of plast ic- top t ab les 
is g r o w i n g a t clubs. 

Division of "Serv ice" Income 
T h e count ry club round table session, 

presided over by Howard E. Rodgers of 
E v a n s t o n (111.) GC, s t a r t e d off w i t h a 
lively discussion a b o u t dis t r ibut ion of 
service charge income be tween w a i t e r s or 
wai t resses , ba r tenders , busboys, and k i tch-
en help. Al though t i pp ing is g rowing a t 
coun t ry clubs, despi te regulat ions, t he 
service charge spl i t is by f a r the big added 
f a c t o r in house employees pay. 

A definite t rend is t oward giving wa i t -
ers a fixed pe rcen t age on food and d r inks 
served wi th the b a r t e n d e r s g e t t i n g per-
c e n t a g e on dr inks served a t the bar . 

Wide va r ia t ions in cha rges of e x t r a 
w a i t e r s were repor ted . Also ment ioned 
were b ig differences in wa i t e r s ' union a t -
t i tudes , w i th some m a n a g e r s s ay ing t h a t 
unions wouldn ' t m a k e t h e m keep loa fe r s 
and incompeten t and d i r t y wai te rs . In these 
cases, the union did a good job for the clubs 
and f o r the wa i t e r s in g e t t i n g t h e m em-
ployment . 

A t r e n d toward h ighe r dues also w a s 
m u c h in evidence. Severa l successful m a n -
a g e r s said the only w a y of keeping clubs 
ou t of hock w a s to se t u p expenses h igher 
t h a n expected and income lower t h a n ex-
pected, in p r epa r ing the annua l budget . 

The delicate m a t t e r of m e m b e r educa-
t ion w a s candidly discussed with the con-
sensus being t h a t a minor i ty of m e m b e r s 
o f t e n p r e v e n t officials and m a n a g e r s oper-
a t i n g a club on a sound financial bas i s and 
to t h e general sa t i s fac t ion of members . 
The h ighes t class clubs reported p rac t i -

(Continued on page 92) 
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Research Big Need on Poa 
Annua Chemical Control 

By RALPH E. ENGEL 
Rutgers University 

(GCSA Paper) 

The phenomena l resul ts ob ta ined with 
2,4-D on broad- leaved weeds h a v e led us 
to wonder w h y we cannot dupl ica te the 
s to ry wi th o t h e r chemicals f o r o t h e r uses. 

Chemical weed control h a s been a dy-
namic field s ince a pract ica l appl ica t ion of 
2,4-D w a s discovered in 1945. T h e assor t -
m e n t of herbicides h a s g rown steadily 
ever since. Unfor tuna te ly , turf r e sea rch 
faci l i t ies h a v e n o t been adequa te t o pe rmi t 
p roper s t u d y of these newly developed 
herbicides f o r t u r f purposes . S ince poa 
a n n u a has been the tho rn of turf worke r s 
fo r m a n y y e a r s i t is only n a t u r a l t h a t 
m a n y of u s have hoped t h a t m o r e a t t en -
tion could be g iven to developing a pro-
cedure for u s ing one of these new chemi-
cals t o e l imina te poa annua . 

The re a r e t h r ee methods of a t t a c k i n g 
poa a n n u a w i t h chemicals. F i r s t , the poa 
a n n u a m i g h t be destroyed completely 
w i t h o u t se r ious loss of t h e p e r m a n e n t 
g ra s ses . Second, poa a n n u a m i g h t be con-
trolled by prevent ion of seed product ion 
w i t h o u t ki l l ing t h e poa a n n u a p lan t , and 
a th i rd method , poa a n n u a m i g h t be 
controlled by des t ruc t ion of seed or seed-
l ings in the soil. 

All t h ree of these app roaches to poa 
a n n u a control a r e wi thin t h e r e a l m of 
theore t ica l possibility. However, t h e sec-
ond method, prevent ion of seed produc-
tion, p robab ly of fers t he g r e a t e s t poten-
t ia l i ty . W h a t is the n a t u r e of the re-
sea rch problem involved? F i r s t , we rec-
ognize t h a t t h e r e a r e m a n y chemica ls 
w o r t h y of considera t ion which h a v e shown 
p romise in o t h e r fields, deserve t h o r o u g h 
tes t ing . Some of them a re a s fo l lows:— 
a m m o n i u m th iocyana te , E. H. # 1 , E. H. 
# 2 , I.P.C., Chloro.I .P.C., maleic hydrazide , 
Din i t ro fo rmula t ions , n-1 nap thy l p h t h a l a -
mic acid, phenyl m e r c u r y ace ta te , C.M.U., 
2,4-D and 2,4,5-T offer promise. Many 
o the r s a re ava i lab le in the exper imenta l 
l abora to r i es t h a t can be given a tr ial . 

In addi t ion to the chemicals j u s t men-
tioned which a r e of in te res t fo r experi-
m e n t a l w o r k in control l ing poa annua , we 
have sodium arseni te and lead a r s en i t e 
which h a v e been used in p rac t i ce t o a lim-
ited ex ten t . The l a t t e r is r e s t r i c t ed t o 
more h ighly valued a r e a s such a s g reens 
whe re the high cost of t r e a t m e n t can be 
just i f ied. 

Some very promis ing resu l t s h a v e been 

obta ined by using sodium arseni te to pre-
ven t seed product ion w i thou t kil l ing the 
poa a n n u a plant . Many of you a r e fami l -
i a r w i th the w o r k of Pau l Weiss a n d 
o the r s who have used sodium arseni te f o r 
th is purpose . I a m su re they have no 
objec t ion to any one exper iment ing w i t h 
the technique. I t r u s t t h a t some of t he 
expe r imen t s t a t ions will have oppor tun i ty 
t o conduc t addit ional inves t iga t ions on t h e 
use of sodium a r sen i t e f o r control l ing poa 
a n n u a . 

A n s w e r s Requi re Much Work 
A very la rge a m o u n t of work m u s t be 

comple ted before the m a n y questions on 
chemical control of poa annua a r e an -
swered . F i r s t , the list of chemicals w o r t h y 
of t e s t i n g is qui te long. These require 
individual t e s t ing and in some cases com-
bina t ions of chemicals should be tes ted. 

Befo re a chemical c a n be discarded, it 
m u s t be tes ted a t d i f fe rent r a tes of ap-
pl ica t ion a n d different d a t e s in the season. 
Also, be fo re a chemical can be given a 
gene ra l recommendat ion fo r prac t ica l use 
i t is i m p o r t a n t t h a t m a n y other f a c t o r s 
be s tudied such a s the effect of the soil 
pH, p l a n t nut r ients , soil mois ture , a n d 
t e m p e r a t u r e upon the p e r f o r m a n c e of t h e 
chemical . N o one can sa fe ly m a k e a rec-
ommenda t i on for a chemical until i ts re-
ac t ion to these f a c t o r s ha s been de ter -
mined. 

I c a n best i l lus t ra te the impor tance of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g the effect of var ious en-
v i ronmenta l f a c to r s by c i t ing Leonard 
S t r o n g ' s experience wi th sodium arsen i te , 
in which a combinat ion of f r o s t o r f reez-
ing t e m p e r a t u r e a long wi th the effect of 
sodium arseni te gave g r e a t e r leaf b u r n 
t han h e had commonly experienced dur ing 
w a r m e r and drier per iods of the year . 
F o r t u n a t e l y the i n j u r y w a s not serious. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y it has t a k e n near ly 20 
y e a r s t o l ea rn the best r a t e s for app ly ing 
sodium arseni te and i t s peculiari t ies. If 
r e sea rch had been avai lable t o suppor t t h e 
deve lopment of sodium arseni te , we would 
be m a k i n g f a r more use of i t today and if 
r e s ea r ch is not provided fo r s tudy of t h e 
p romis ing chemicals p re sen t ly avai lable, 
a n o t h e r long period of delay* m a y occur 
before the i r value is known . At best a 
good r e sea r ch p r o g r a m requires a lot of 
work a n d some luck. 

In addi t ion to the technical p rob lems 
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involved w i t h the use of chemicals , there 
a r e severa l f a c t o r s t h a t h inder t h e devel-
opment of t h e p rog ram. A t t h e present 
t ime, only a v e r y l imited a m o u n t of work 
is be ing done on the t r e m e n d o u s problem 
of chemical control of poa a n n u a . If the 
possibil i t ies a r e thoroughly inves t iga ted 
g r e a t e r faci l i t ies for r e sea rch a r e required 
to es tabl ish a well-organized p r o g r a m . 
P u r d u e a n d Rhode Is land have a l r eady be-
gun a s t u d y of several chemica ls and 
possibly o the r s t a t ions h a v e done like-
wise, b u t t he problem is too g r e a t to leave 
to a few. I t r u s t t h a t those concerned 
with these p r o g r a m s will c o m m e n t on 
thei r chemical control p r o g r a m s . 

A second problem concerned w i t h chem-
ical cont ro l of poa annua is t he need fo r 
an ideal t ype of chemical. I t is no t only 
impor t an t t h a t the technique f o r control-
ling poa a n n u a with a chemica l work 
effectively, bu t i t mus t be economical , cer-
tain, and easy to conduct . F a i l u r e to 
meet a n y one of these po in t s m a y l imit 
use of t he chemical in spi te of i t s abili ty 
to give resu l t s . 

A th i rd f a c t o r t h a t m a k e s f o r diff icul ty 
in developing a chemical cont ro l p r o g r a m , 
is the l ack of good t e s t locat ions . This 
m a y sound silly to some of you since 
there is so m u c h poa annua . B u t i t is 
really di f f icul t to find l a r g e a r e a s for 
t es t ing t h a t h a v e a mix tu re of p o a a n n u a 
and p e r m a n e n t grasses , and can be sub-
jected to unknown chemical t r e a t m e n t s 
tha t m a y be f a t a l to the g r a s s and a 
man ' s job. Tr ia l and e r r o r is usua l ly the 
way to d e t e r m i n e s a f e ty of a chemical . 

A l though m y topic is con t ro l of poa 

a n n u a problem, our r esea rch p r o g r a m a t 
N e w Je r sey a t t e s t s to our f a i th in the 
value of o ther techniques . F o r example , 
we h a v e two f u n d a m e n t a l p ro jec t s which 
we hope will give us some in format ion on 
how w e can b e t t e r control poa a n n u a or 
m a k e i t serve us. W e a r e inves t iga t ing 
the possibil i ty of a l t e r i n g the poa a n n u a 
con ten t of a turf by r a t e and t i m e of 
fe r t i l i zer appl icat ion. Also we a re observ-
ing the effect of tu r f cul t ivat ion on the 
a m o u n t of poa a n n u a in tu r f . 

W e have ga the red considerable d a t a on 
these s tudies ; however , it has not been 
possible f o r us t o d r a w a n y final conclu-
sions to date . W e shal l be only too h a p p y 
to tell you of our findings as soon as the 
w o r k is completed. 

In the meant ime , I t r u s t t h a t no one 
will r e s t h is poa a n n u a case wi th the hope 
of chemica ls to be developed in the f u t u r e . 
W e m u s t never f o r g e t t h a t on m a n y a r e a s 
poa a n n u a can still be discouraged con-
s iderably by use of o the r principles such 
as p r o p e r e s t ab l i shmen t of turf a r e a s a n d 
cor rec t wa te r ing . W i t h o u t doubt, t he poa 
a n n u a problem h a s been accen tua ted by 
over -wate r ing . The re a r e m a n y in te res t -
ing exper iences t o be told on this sub jec t . 

Cont ro l l ing poa a n n u a wi th chemicals 
ha s g r e a t e r unexplored possibilit ies t h a n 
a n y o t h e r approach to t h e poa a n n u a prob-
lem. Wonder fu l accompl i shments m a y be 
in s to re fo r us in th i s field, and the sky 
m a y be the limit, or d ismal d i sapoin tment 
m a y be in s tore . Cer ta in ly , we shall never 
know unless t ime and money a re spent in-
ve s t i ga t i ng the m a n y new herbicides t h a t 
have been developed recent ly . 
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Mill Run 
Golf Tees 
B E S T BUY O N 
THE M A R K E T 

DRIVING RANGES 

ACTUAL SIZE 

OF WOODEN TEES 

FEE COURSES etc. 
Here's savings of 35% and more in your wood 
tees for 1952. 
Mill run of millions of maple wood tees enables 
us to supply you at the exceedingly low price of 

$ 7 . 6 5 per thousand in 25 thousand lots. 
I slightly higher In smaller quantities I 

Mixed colors — Red, Yellow, White, Blue. 

Nation-wide Distributors of extra-select arrow 
type golf tees in or V/ s " Red, Yellow, Blue 
and White — o r mixed —1,000 to 1,000,000. 

Let us quote your needs. 

20 YEARS AS NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS OF RELIABLE 
DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT 

Northern's Complete Stock of Range and Miniature Course Equip-
ment and Supplies is Ready to Fulfill Your Requirements for 1952 

N O R T H E R N G O L F BALL C O . 
March, 1952 

3441 C l a r e m o n t A v e . , C h i c a g o 18, I I I . 



Los Angeles Looks Ahead 
to Ease Golf Shortage 

By DARSIE L. DARSIE 

Golfers of Sou the rn Cal i fornia , and i t 
h a s been e s t ima ted t h a t they n u m b e r close 
to 300,000, have been deservedly a l a rmed 
a t t he n u m b e r of public l inks a n d pr iva te 
courses which have been closed and a re 
being closed so t h a t they can be subdi-
vided fo r homesi tes . 

Dur ing the recent $17,500 Los Angeles 
Open T o u r n a m e n t a t Riviera , t h e rumor 
got a r o u n d t h a t the f a m o u s a n d beau t i fu l 
course w a s to be closed a n d subdivided. 
This w a s immedia te ly denied b y the club 
president , b u t i t was revealed b y Column-
ist B raven Dye r in the Los Ange les Times 
t h a t the f a m o u s Riviera polo fields, on 
which m o r e t h a n 5,000 c a r s w e r e pa rked 
the final S u n d a y of t he t o u r n a m e n t , had 
a l ready been sold, and would no longer 
be avai lable f o r park ing . This, perhaps , 
s t a r t ed t h e Riviera rumor . 

B u t t h e s t o ry caused wide specula t ion 
a m o n g t h e gol fers . They h a d seen the 
magni f icen t E l Cabal lero CC course in the 
lush San F e r n a n d o Valley closed. I t w a s 
here, b a c k in 1927, t h a t wee Bobby 
Cru i ckshank h a d scored such a spec tacu-
lar v ic to ry in the second Los Angeles 
$10,000 Open T o u r n a m e n t . 

They h a d seen exclusive Midwick, the 
p l ayg round of Pasadena ' s mill ionaires, 
sold a t auc t ion t o a b a n a n a m e r c h a n t , and 
then had seen it cut up by subdividers . I t 
was here, a t t he f a m o u s 16th or L a k e 
Hole t h a t W a l t e r Hagen, p lay ing the 
course f o r t he first t ime, t u r n e d to his 
caddy a n d a sked if i t w e r e possible to 
drive ac ross the lake. 

The lad, tall, raw-boned, a n d unsmi l ing 
answered : "Yes, Mr. Hagen, i t can be 
driven." 

W a l t e r whipped out h is d r ive r and 
lashed in to a s c r eamer — which dropped 
into the w a t e r wi th a sp lash ten feet 
sho r t of t h e f a i r w a y . 

"Who," sa id H a g e n in w r a t h , " c a n drive 
i t ? " 

"I can," the boy answered , a n d Hagen 
handed h i m his driver . 

A p r e l im ina ry swing a n d t h e caddie, 
E l m e r Vice, c rashed out a booming tee 
shot which car r ied the lake w i t h some to 
spare . 

B u t t o d a y Midwick is a ve r i t ab l e ci ty of 
modes t homes —• jus t as i t s f a m e d polo 
fields w h e r e E r i c Pedley, Ca r l e ton Burke, 
T o m m y Hi tchock , E l m e r Boeseke, and 

H u g h D r u r y once m e t in in te rna t iona l 
compet i t ion — have now become back -
yards , patios, g a r a g e s a n d flower g a r -
dens. Midwick is bu t a memory . 

N o r a r e these the only ones. F l in t r idge , 
whe re F r e d J . W r i g h t m a d e his w e s t e r n 
debut and where the Hollywood comedian 
Vince B a r n e t t " r ibbed" Bobby Jones al-
mos t to exaspera t ion , h a s become p a r t 
homes i tes and p a r t is main ta ined as 
bridle p a t h s on the e s t a t e of Kei th Spal-
ding — b u t as f a r a s golf goes — it is a 
t h i n g of t he pas t . 

Add to these the f a m o u s Hollywood CC, 
the beau t i fu l 36 hole public l inks l ayout— 
Sunse t Fields — the Cal i forn ia CC, f a m o u s 
t h r o u g h three decades f o r i ts hospi ta l i ty 
and g r e a t invi tat ion tou rnamen t s , Moun-
ta in Meadows, Ind ian Hill, St. Andrews, 
Sunse t Canyon — they a r e all gone. 

Golfers Squeezed Out 
S o u t h e r n Cal i fornia golf is fee l ing the 

pinch. T h e public courses, and they a r e 
excellent ones, a r e crowded f r o m dayl igh t 
to d a r k every day of t he week; and the 
coun t ry clubs, w i thou t exception, h a v e 
full membersh ip and hundreds of appl i-
c a n t s on their w a i t i n g lists. 

H u n d r e d s of golfers , yes thousands , 
have s imply p u t t he i r clubs a w a y unt i l 
golf g e t s less popu la r or until Cal i forn ia 
golf courses ca tch up w i t h the demand . 

W h a t is being done and w h a t can be 
done to give Los Angeles, wi th i ts me t ro -
pol i tan popula t ion of m o r e than 4,000,000, 
adequa t e golf fac i l i t ies t o mee t t he de-
m a n d of those who would like to p l a y ? 

In answer ing t h a t question let 's see 
first w h a t Los Angeles has . 

In the first place Los Angeles has f o u r 
excel lent public courses, Pasadena h a s 
two, Montebello has one and Long Beach 
one. In addition, Los Angeles Coun ty 
m a i n t a i n s a beau t i fu l 18-hole public course 
a t S a n t a Ani ta , a 9-hole course a t A l t a -
dena, and an 18-hole course a t Alondra 
P a r k . Add to these p e r h a p s a dozen first 
c lass pay-as -you-p lay pr iva te ly owned 
courses and you c a n comprehend the 
p re sen t public golf p ic ture . 

B u t the count ry club p ic ture is r a t h e r 
da rk . Even such a magni f icent c o u n t r y 
club a s Wilshire, in t h e very h e a r t of Los 
Angeles , cannot too long s t and up a g a i n s t 
the s t a g g e r i n g t axes which a r e levied 



w E announce the appointment of authorized agencies 

as exclusive distributors of Stroke-Master Shoes 

in allotted areas as tabulated below. 

This distribution set-up has been adopted so as to better serve 
our Pro Shop customers by having an In-Stock supply available 
in close proximity to your club. 

We shall appreciate your cooperation in sending all future 
Stroke-Master orders direct to nearest Distributor in your area. 
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Pennsylvania 

(Except P i t t sburgh 
District) 



aga ins t it — a n d it is bu t a ques t ion of 
t ime unt i l i t m u s t go. 

Los Ange le s CC wi th i ts t w o magni f i -
cent courses a n d i ts mul t imi l l ion dollar 
f r o n t a g e on Wilsh i re Boulevard g ives no 
indication of mov ing — but you c a n ' t tell 
w h a t t h e f u t u r e will br ing. Even now a 
$5,000,000 d e p a r t m e n t s to re h a s been con-
s t ruc t ed on w h a t was once one of t he 
South Course f a i rways . I t is possible t h a t 
eventual ly t h e land will s imply be too 
valuable to keep it as a golf course . And 
the re a r e o the r s — m a n y o t h e r s —• which 
m a y find t h e growing met ropol i s a n d en-
croaching bus iness too much f o r t h e m to 
s t a n d u p a g a i n s t . 

W h a t , then , is t he f u t u r e ? 
I t would seem t h a t Los Ange les will 

have t o develop golf cen te r s 15, 20 and 25 
miles out f r o m the ci ty c e n t e r — golf 
cen te r s which can be reached in half a n 
hour ' s t ime by f a s t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Los Ange les Looking A h e a d 
Cons t ruc t ive t hough t t o w a r d such a n 

end is be ing t a k e n bo th by t h e c i ty and 
coun ty in t h e m a t t e r of u t i l i z ing flood 
contro l land which lies behind t h e huge 
d a m s which have been bui l t t o check t h e 
flooding Los Angeles, T u j u n g a , S a n Ga-
briel r ive rs a n d Ballona Creek. These flood 
contro l l ands may, in pa r t , b e u n d e r w a t e r 
10 days o r t w o weeks of t h e yea r . B u t 
if golf courses a r e so cons t ruc ted t h a t t he 
g reens and t ees will no t be u n d e r wa te r , 
the f a i r w a y s will not be ha rmed , and the 
golf cour ses — on public owned land — 
could be cons t ruc ted a t r easonab le cost . 

P l a n s h a v e now been d r a w n fo r t w o 
public courses a t the H a n s e n D a m nea r 
Burbank , t w o m o r e a t the Sepu lveda Dam, 
and i t is possible t h a t two o r t h r e e public 
courses can be built in the W h i t t i e r N a r -
rows. A C o u n t y Golf Commiss ion has a lso 
reported t h e possibility of developing 
other courses on public owned land along 
the Rio Hondo, Ballona Creek and Los 
Angeles River Bed n e a r L o n g Beach. 

In the m e a n t i m e Los A n g e l e s gol fers 
will h a v e to be content w i th p l ay ing under 
r a t h e r t r y i n g condit ions if they can ge t a 
s t a r t i n g t ime a t all. 

T h e c i t y h a s f a r o u t g r o w n i ts golf 
facil i t ies a n d i t is f a s t r u n n i n g o u t of land 
which could be used f o r golf course 
cons t ruc t ion . 

Tee Idea Brought Home 
from Supts. Meeting 

By HOWARD FARRANT 
Supt., Pine Brook C C , Weston, Mass. 

I a l w a y s a t t e n d our local golf course 
supe r in t enden t s ' meet ings w h e n e v e r I can, 
and I n e v e r h a v e been to one b u t t h a t I 
have seen and picked up new ideas t h a t 
h a v e been of in te res t to m y club. 

At one club I noticed th ree- foo t t i les be-
ing used as tee m a r k e r s and w a s t e con-
ta iners . We had been us ing some m e t a l 
b a s k e t s ; also some self-closing receptacles 
f o r t r a s h . B u t since t h a t t ime I have used 
t h e tile, s e t t ing the bell end into the 
g round a f ew inches. T h e tile is pa in ted 
club colors wi th n u m b e r s of hole and 
y a r d a g e ; some also h a v e "replace t u r f " 
on t h e m as a r eminder t o our members . 

Anyone a t t e n d i n g local meet ings is do-
ing a n excellent t u rn f o r his club, and 
g e t t i n g a chance to see the o ther fe l low's 
course seems to give one an added punch 
to improve his own condition. 

Fit Water, Fertilizer to 
Short Cut Fairways 

By ROBERT HENDERSON 
Supt., Country Club of Buffalo 

(GCSA Paper) 

D u r i n g the m a n y y e a r s t h a t I have been 
a t t he Count ry Club of Buffalo, we have 
cons is ten t ly cut our f a i r w a y s on t h e 
s h o r t side. When t h e Coun t ry Club 
moved to the p r e sen t location abou t 25 
y e a r s ago, the f a i r w a y s were seeded to 
b luegrass . We, a t t h a t time, cu t a b o u t 
one inch and h a d w h a t w a s considered 
v e r y good f a i rways . 

A s t i m e passed and p laye r demands f o r 
b e t t e r turf could no t go unheeded, w e 
seeded Colonial ben t in our f a i rways . But , 
be fo re doing so, a ve ry considerable 
a m o u n t of na t ive ben t s s t a r t ed to show, 
which, of course, m a d e it necessary to 
c h a n g e our methods of operat ion. We se t 
our f a i r w a y s un i t s a t 7/16 in. and f o r 
abou t 25 yea r s we h a v e been c u t t i n g a t 
t h a t he igh t on a twice-a-week basis, o f ten , 
when i t becomes necessary , we cu t t h r ee 
t imes a week. 

T h e f a i rway w a t e r m a n a g e m e n t pro-
g r a m a t m y club is car r ied on wi th t h e 
specific t hough t t h a t the sys tem is sup-
p l e m e n t a r y to ra in a n d not a fac i l i ty to 
use indiscr iminately . I ment ion th i s only 
to emphas ize t h a t o u r f a i r w a y s a r e no t 
over-watered , lush and soggy, b u t a f fo rd 
good lies on close-cut, heavy tu r f . 

O u r fer t i l izer p r o g r a m is w h a t I con-
sider the most i m p o r t a n t . I t possibly m a y 
requi re g r e a t e r a m o u n t s on close cu t t u r f 
b u t I s incerely believe t h a t whe re t h e 
budge t will a f ford i t the resul ts a r e well 
w o r t h it . 

I do not m a i n t a i n t h a t those f a v o r i n g 
long cu t a r e all w r o n g in the i r conten-
t ions ; much m a y be said in the i r f a v o r — 
but, m y m e m b e r s p a y the bills a n d if by 
long and ca re fu l s tudy, I can m a n a g e a n d 
m a i n t a i n the t y p e of tur f on our f a i r w a y s " 
t h a t they desire, t h a t is, turf t h a t will 
se t t h e ball u p on good, thick, shor t cu t 
t u r f , and not bu ry i t in long cu t g r a s s , 
t h a t is the job I h a v e t o do. 


