FESSENDEN GETS GOLF'S TOP HONOR

Scotty Fessenden, Western Golf Assn. pres., recently named Golf's Man of the Year by the
Golf Writers' Assn,, receives the William D. Richardson memorial trophy, emblematic of the
honor, from O. B, Keeler, past-pres. of the GWA and veteran golf writer of the Atlanta Consti-
tution. Looking on are Gene Sarazen, Ed Dudley, Sam Snead, and Charley Bartlett, GWA sec'y.

apply for return to amateur status. That
means pro for life to the fellow who has
absent-mindedly drifted through five years
of near failure as a pro and suddenly de-
cided to get back his amateur standing.

All of us have seen young fellows who
jumped into this business ill-prepared,
thinking only of flashy sport coats and
easy hours at fashionable clubs with no
day-to-day responsibility. All this coupled
with an easy flowing income. How abrupt
was their awakening when they found that
pro golf is hard work, sound business 'and
top-notch diplomacy all rolled into one.
Add this to the uncertainty that plagues
too many golf jobs today and it is plain
to see the sad plight of Willie, the would-be
pro who has failed.

The tangled efforts to get back to ama-
teur status at once, linked with outstand-
ing golf bills in many cases, poses a sad
picture that can be charged to:

1. A hazy dream of easy living,

2. Lack of knowledge of the golf busi-

ness,

3. Poor preparation and training,

4. Lack of basic qualities to start,

5. Lack of good advice from a compe-

tent professional.
Who Can Gamble ?

Who can take this gamble in pro golf ?
How can they determine what their chances
are? Once in a while we pros see a natural
for our business. In such cases a little
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guidance will make an outstanding success
of such a man. Too often such a fellow is
well situated in his own field and is not
interested in anything else. Very often he
has weighed the pro business and found
that he is better off in his own line with a
sound income, steady advancement, secur-
ity, and time to play amateur golf in his
leisure hours. Not a bad picture and one
can’'t blame a man for choosing his future
on such a basis.

Then we find the man who cares little
for his amateur standing, is a sound golfer
with promise, and has the qualities for the
long haul into pro golf. Such a man needs
to be free from family ties and heavy finan-
cial responsibility; or have an independent
income to see him through the thin years.
Many fellows in this class are the real golf
bugs who want to live, eat, sleep, and play
golf. With adequate natural qualities they
can make good in a big way; after five to
ten years in the business. The upswing is
slow and tedious. Witness, Claude Har-
mon, Master Champion in 1948,

Claude stands near the top of his pro-
fession today, with two of the finest jobs
in the country, plus a top tournament rat-
ing and with the wholesome respect of all
who know him. How did he get that way?

Claude was a Florida amateur who loved
golf and played it all the time. He had
solid character and wasn’t afraid of work.
Some years back he became friendly with

(Continued on page 80)
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The fact that most major golf tournaments
this year have been won with Wilson

TOP NOTCH

Golfers in every club everywhere are reading and
talking about Wilson Isetrepic constructed Top Notch
balls . . . their dynamic balance . . . their high
compression distance performance . .. their record ot

wins in tournament after tournament.

Because Wilson Top Notch balls meet the exacting
demands of the many professionals who are
playing them, your members know

these balls have what it takes.

42

These members of the fomous Wilson Advisory Staff are helping
you to sell Wilson lsofropic constructed Top MNotch balls by playing
these great balls exclusively: Skip Alexander & Patty Berg % Pete
Cooper % Babe Didrikson & Jim Ferrier % Vic Ghezzi % Clovde
Harmon % Dutch Harrison % Les Kennedy % Lloyd Mangrum # Dick
Metz & Cary Middlecoff & Eric Monti % Porky Oliver % Johnny
Revolta % Gene Sarozen % George Schneiter % Som Snead %
Harry Todd % Jim Turnesa % Ellsworth Vines.




‘SOTI' ()'pic m—

is conclusive proof of the exceptional

playing qualities of these great balls

Dominant, colorful, large space ads in The Saturday Evening
Post, Life, Collier’s and scores of other publications are
telling and will continue to tell golfers—your club menibers—
throughout the season about the advantages of playing

Top Notch balls . . . about their wins record . . . and send

more and more golfers to your shop to buy Top Notch balls.
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How the Experts Plan Their
Tournament Operations

Comment by Fred V. Grau, Director, USGA Green Section: It is only recently that
the USGA officials, when they select a course for a major tournament, usually two
years in advance, are asking me as part of my official duty to visit that club, to work
with the superintendent directly, and te give him the benefit of any advice that we
have that might be helpful to him. We don't wish to inflict ourselves upon him, but
we do visit him in a friendly way and go around with him, checking the condition
of the turf, and making suggestions where possible, if they are needed.

As far as the specifications are concerned, they are not hard and fast. There is a
booklet put out by the USGA which is helpful, marking those out of bounds, mark-
ing the hazards, the height of cut of the rough, which is variable, depending upon the
type of grass in the rough. There is nothing said about the height of cut on the green.
We agree heartily that they should be close, clean and fast. The height of the fair-
way depends, of course, to a large extent upon the type of grass that is there, so

that there are no specifications directly on those factors.

*

Superintendent’s Problems
Of Tournament Play

By Ray Didier
Supt., Tam O'Shanter CC, Chicage

At major tournaments there are tempo-
rary grandstands to be erected, at spots
such as the first tee, These grandstands
can be secured from the local high school,
park board, or university. All the signs
are to be painted and erected, with informa-
tional direction signs for the benefit of the
spectators, highway signs, both as an ad-
vertising medium and for direction pur-
poses, signs with an arrow, signs for the
parking areas, local boards, score boards;
all to be painted. These signs should be
placed in strategic places depending upon
the purpose which they are to serve.

Then there will be the parking problem.
It will be necessary to provide well-defined
parking areas with firm footing for offi-
cials, members, contestants, guests and
spectators. The regular club parking space
normally will take care of the officials and
guests, but there will be additional space
needed for contestants and spectators.

If your approach has a large enough field
within the club grounds, it won't be much
of a problem, but if not, it may be neces-
sary for you to contact a local landowner
whose property adjoins the club and ar-
range for the necessary acreage for your
estimated needs. The parking area should
be well-manned to keep traffic under con-
trol at all times, A few cars parked in the
wrong direction or in the wrong location
can disrupt a large parking field for the
balance of the day. We usually start the
first day with a parking crew of six men,
and build up an additional force to a total

(Continued on page 48)
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Preparing the Golf Course
For Championship Play

By William Beresford
Supt., Los Angeles CC

In preparing a golf course for cham-
pionship play the green superintendent at
all times should have the schedule and
program to be followed. Championship
tournaments are generally scheduled at
least a year or better ahead, which gives
an opportunity to get the golf course in
shape. In other words, all we have to do
is to rearrange our schedule somewhat to
carry out that program, In rearranging
that schedule it will all depend entirely
upon what time of the year that tourna-
ment is going to be held. If that tourna-
ment is going to be held in spring, certain
factors will enter into it, and the same is
true with the other seasons.

In preparing for a tournament we carry
through with our schedule of feeding, etc.,
and, therefore, it is not necessary to in-
crease the crew for that purpose. If you
have the tournament in the spring of the
vear, which is your growing season, you
can arrange your schedule for the spring,
or you can arrange it for summer or fall,

I think the most important part of the
golf course is the greens. You hear many,
many times, "Your golf course is just as
good as your superintendent,” or “your
greens are just as good as your golf
course." If that tournament is being held
the middle of the season, it will be neces-
sary to start the fertilizing schedule ahead
at least three weeks on greens, due to the
colder weather, If it is going to be held in
spring one can get away with possibly 16
or 17 days.
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PRO ONLY! WHY?

Manufacturer and distributors are a
team—each equally important. In the
Sweet Shot we have built the finest
golf ball ever made. It excells in com-
pression—click—distance—accuracy
—and toughness. Its performance can-
not be duplicated because its
construction is fully patented
and cannot be copied.

THE

For its distribution we have chosen
retail outlets of equal quality and
rank—the Golf Professionals who
operate Club Shops at recognized
golf courses. The Sweet Shot is ex-
clusively yours—build your business
and profits with this quality product.

Is your stock complete and well
displayed?

WORTHINGTON BALL COMPANY

45th Year, Specializing in Golf Ball Manufacture

Elyria, Ohio, U.S. A.

WORTHINGTON

WORLD'S LARGEST EXCLUSIVE GOLF BALL MAKER
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The condition of the greens is the golfer’s
first thought, and, therefore, we try to get
rour greens in first class condition. In
order to do that there is a possibility we
may have to topdress, providing there is
time. We find many different grasses on
golf courses. If we had a uniform turf it
would require less grooming.

It will also be necessary to watch your
mowers very closely, to see that they are
in good condition. I recommend mowing
for major tournaments to make your turf
3/16”; of course, in the winter months it is
necessary to raise those mowers to %4 ”.

To me a true green will always be on the
fast side. A slow green is one generally
that has a pretty heavy matted turf, and
in putting most golfers like a true surface.
In order to get that it is necessary to cut
lower, and by cutting 3/16” you will eradi-
cate a lot of dead green. But cutting low
we have a much better putting surface and
we do eliminate the grain.

As to the schedule of fertilizing, no one
knows the golf course better than the
superintendent. He knows his course, every
inch of it, he knows the soil conditions,
and he also is prepared for those climatic
conditions which might prevail at that time
of the year when that major tournament
is being held.

Proper Timing of Work

On fairways and tees, of course, it is
necessary that you carry out your pro-
gram as scheduled; however, you may
have to change somewhat in order to get
that feeding on at least three to four weeks
ahead. In other words, on putting greens,
if you allow your greens to run a little
too long, all at once the tournament is upon
you and you get all excited, You should
carry out your scheduled program of fer-
tilization whereby your fertilizer is ap-
plied, and you are not going to get that
soft growth that will not stand the traf-
fic with heavy playing. Your grass should
be fed at least three weeks ahead of that
tournament, and it will be at its best dur-
ing the tournament. You will have a much
firmer green for putting on.

It is the same thing with tees. However,
tees most of the year in this part of the
country are Bermuda. You will find that
you can feed at least a month ahead of
any tournament and have marvelous tees.
On championship courses where these tour-
naments are played, you have lots of tees
and long tees.

On the fairways it may be necessary on
some courses to carry out a program of
fertilization. In order to get a balanced
turf it may be necessary to spot fertilize.

See that you have proper width of fair-
ways and proper rough. If you have Ber-
muda rough and you have allowed it to
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grow 5 inches or more, you will have
trouble. Rough on the side of your fair-
ways should not grow more than between
4 inches and & inches, providing you have
Bermuda. The rough around your greens
should not be as dense as the rough around
your fairways. That rough should be
shorter, possibly 3 inches providing you

. have Bermuda, and 4 inches if you have

other grass.

One thing that is very important is your
sand traps. Heavy rains and your sand be-
comes compacted. Traps should be checked
to find cut if you have enough sand. Also
loosen up to a depth of at least five inches.

All trees in the line of play should be
checked and trimmed where necessary.

Train Help for Tournaments

The next point is the training and
organizing of your men. Today we are
more fortunate in that we have more ex-
perienced men than we had a few years
ago. Those men should be trained and
organized properly, so that during the
tournament you will have a man stationed
at every green. He will take care of all
divots, he will take care of traps on the
green. That requires quite a little work,
and your men should be trained to handle
these things carefully.

The cutting of your greens during the
tournament should be done in the early
morning. Those greens should be cut
every day and they should all be uniform.
Your fairways should be cut and your men
off the fairways during play.

The next point is the roping of greens
and tees to take care of the traffic problem
and protect your greens. It seems to me
that the public is much better educated
to tournament playing than they were a
few years ago. You rope a safe distance
from your greens, I would say six or eight
feet. Around your tees you must rope
back a little further to protect them from
the swinging of the club, etc.

Check all hazards. Make sure they are
properly staked and all the stakes are
painted white. Make sure that all boundary
stakes, all signs, are properly placed and
properly taken care of. By so doing you
will save yourself many headaches.

In regard to the approaches to your
golf course, and your clubhouse grounds,
you should also include these in your pro-
gram to see that all lawns are properly
fertilized ahead of time so that the whole
picture will tie in as one.

It is entirely up to the superintendent
to see that everything runs smoothly. You
have to observe your golf courses from the
eyes of the golfer and the club officials.
It gives the superintendent an opportunity
to prove his value to his club. After all,
if he has a well-groomed course, and one

Golfdom



IN FRONT

I'm short aqain,quess
I'd better switch
to Maxfli

Top Pros, like Bobby
Locke, Play DUNLOP
Maxflis

DUNLOP Maxflis keep you out in front. Their quick
acting colloidal center gives them faster getaway, more
click and feel. Their activatedrubber thread wmdmg, liveli-
est used in any golf ball, results in far greater distance.
Made from the finest L!’utlf‘ by a secret Dunlop formula,
1. QUICK ACTING COLLOIDAL CENTER  they are wound by our special Packtite process that packs
fastest getaway of any ball more thread on the bal] produces a far firmer winding.
2. ;f:‘ﬁ::‘:f‘:ﬂ::"‘;'u:"*::l? Play DUNLOP Maxflis,—Red for par Ela vers—Green
R WINII.;ING ¥ medium hgrq cover— Blue tough cover. Built for action
Socks ars ribbior Miaod v from the u}mde out, known the world over for aeccu-
the ball racy and distance. Ask vour Pro for the

4. PURE NATURAL BALATA COVER Maxfli that best suits your game.
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that has been groomed to perfection, he is
going to hit it right on the day, just the
same as the grower that grows the seed.
You can time your gréens and the condi-
tion of your golf course for any major tour-
nament by using the proper schedule and
program. If that is carried out you have
eliminated a lot of headaches, and you have
made a name for yourself. The compli-
ments which will be showered upon your
Green chairman and your club officials
will be much appreciated.
Address before 1949 NGSA Convention

SUPERINTENDENTS' PROBLEMS
(Continued from page 44)

of approximately 28 to 38 men, for the
final day of the tournament. It is advis-
able to have ten or twelve loads of cinders,
crushed stone, or materials of that type
on hand in case of heavy rains. Mud holes
may develop in the entrances and concen-
trated areas of travel. The greatest num-
ber of cars parked in any one day at the
Tam O'Shanter Tournament was about
3500 to 3800.

Tournament Work Schedule

We will assume that you now have the
course groomed, the grandstands, signs,
score boards, erected, parking area laid
out, parking crew hired and their work
and hours scheduled. Each man of the
ground crew has his work assigned to him.
The fairways were cut last night, and the
majority of the tees were cut late yester-
day afternoon. You had better have all of
these things done, because today is the
first day of the tournament.

Incidentally, our tournaments at Tam
O’Shanter always last a week. They will
start on Monday and run through, includ-
ing Sunday.

Well, this is the morning of the start of
the tournament. You drag your weary
bones out of bed at the crack of dawn,
check the men to see if they are all there,
and know of their proper duties. You jump
into your jalopy, and start out on one of
your most important daily jobs — the loca-
tion of the cups on the greens. I usually
drive from green to green, spot the loca-
tions of the cup with a small stick, while
a greensman follows around, changing the
cups and the markers.

A lot of discussion can be carried on
about placing the cups on the greens. A
stroke can be added to or subtracted from
a player's score by the placement of the
cup. I will give you three don'ts to keep in
mind. (1) Don't place the cup too far for-
ward on the green. (2) Don't place the cup
too close to either side of the green. (3)
Don't place the cup on a sharp knoll or a
deep incline that would cause a ball putted
short of the hole to stop and then roll
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backwards, or a ball putted beyond the hole
to slope down, then pick up speed and roll
way beyond the hole.

This is one of the most ticklish subjects
I have ever encountered in tournament
playing, and if you ever make one of these
mistakes, especially along about the in-
cline of knolls, heaven help you.

We now come to the subject of roping
greens. Bill Beresford has said some things
about that, and I will still go on to say
what I have here. There are several reasons
why we should rope off all greens and tees:

(1) To give the contestant enough elbow
room to play the game. (2) For the pro-
tection of the spectators. (3) To safeguard
the golf course. Very little roping will be
necessary the first day of the tournament,
but as the tempo of the tournament in-
creases, and the gallery becomes larger,
it will be necessary to rope off all greens
and tees; in some cases it may be neces-
sary to rope off an entire fairway.

Two men should be assigned to the job
of making the rounds each day, stretching
out the stakes and restretching the ropes
where they have been trampled over and
knocked down by the preceding day’'s play-
ing. When roping the greens keep in mind
that the longer circumferences of the
roped-off area, the greater the number of
the people that can be accommodated with
a good spot to watch the playing. When a
contestant is on a green and trying to sink
a b-, 6-, T-, or $8000 putt, everybody would
like to be in on it.

Now we still have the problem of polic-
ing the grounds during the tournament.
There will be concession tents in various
locations, where they sell hamburgers, hot
dogs, drinks, beer, etc., each sold in a bottle
or paper cup or container of some kind.
Now, there are 32,000 people on your golf
course, which is the greatest single day's
attendance we had in the Tam O’'Shanter
Open. Now visualize 75 percent of them
eating or drinking something, some with a
bottle in one hand, some.with a bottle in
two. Now visualize the course after they
have all gone home. It looks cluttered,
doesn't it? But it really is not, as you
have assigned eight to twelve men to the
job constantly cleaning it up, and you will
have the situation in hand at all times.

QUESTION: What luck have you had
in using lime to make lines around tourna-
ments ?

DIDIER: We tried that on several occa-
sions. The green had been completely
roped off and well out. We used to draw a
line with lime and circle a line crossing the
fairway quite a distance back, the idea
being to keep this circumference as great
as possible to give a great number of
people the opportunity to watch. We found
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NATIONAL ADVERTISING
like that shown at right in

Saturday Evening Post; Fortune;
New Yorker; Golfer & Sportsman;
Golfing; right now while selling

2 E .E .‘ is right!

FULL COLOR CATALOGS
of the 1949 Louisville Power-
Bilt Line supplied you free of

charge for your club members
and customers. Do
you need a new
supply — write for
your needs NOW!
gt Address Dept. GM
I'IILI.ERIGH & BRADSBY CO.

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

SOLD ONWLY BY GOLF PROFESSIONALS




Keeping the greens green at

WHEREVER YOU ARE, there is
always the threat that fungous
disease can wipe out your greens
and do it in a hurry. Here .J. L.
Haines, grounds superintendent
at Denver Country Club, tells
how he maintains effective con-
trol of brown patch.

This picture story is another in a series
of “experience reports” from well-
known golf courses, coast to coast.

L e e T _ . :

True putting surfaces, as on this 18th green at the Denver Club, require close control of fungous
diseases. "l find that regular use of 'Tersan'. .. at least once a week ... is the surest and easiest way
to prevent disease,” Mr. Haines says. “ ‘Tersan’ does the best job of all the fungicides I've tried, and
what's more, it doesn’t burn the green.”
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