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SPALDING DOT

SPALDING DOT*, TOP-FLlTE*, PAR-FLlTE* AND
TRU-FLlTE* Set the Quality Standard in any Pro Shopl
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decline from roughly 10 to 25lj'c in the last
three months. Lamb has increased up to
about 16% and choice chops are at an all-
time high. The variation in choice veal is
negligible, and as you know, few veal cuts
are popular in clubs. Pork is up 26% -
that is, on the preferred cuts - and on
hams and bacon, the change is not in any
sense noteworthy, one way or another.
Poultry, in the category of chickens and
broilers has been reduced up to approxi-
mately 15%. The change in fowl and tur-
key - where the yield is greater than in
chickens and broilers - has varied very
little, and therefore, it is a fair conclusion
the total overall gross profit of poultry
items has not changed to any remark-
able degree.

Fish, in general, is lower, but at this
time most of the benefit is wiped out when
one thinks of the price of lobster and
lobster dishes are a popular item on club
bills-of-fare.

Vegetables and fruits as a whole show
a decline, but cabbage, beets, white onions
and spinach are up so, percentage-wise,
as to negate any savings - particularly in
clubs where these items are in demand.

Lemons are extremely expensive, due to
adverse California weather conditions, and
apples are almost as expensive as the one
that Adam consumed.

But let us assume that there existed a
general overall net reduction in food costs
in a substantial sense - how much, then.
should be passed along to the benefit of
the member's pocketbook? I said before.
this variable expense is only one of many
factors in the operation of any Inatitution,
and, if all the other factors have b en
equitably considered - if constant costs
and recurring income have been provided
for then one is in posrtion to decide on
reducing the prices.

While writing .this, my mind reverts to
a recent meeting of some thirty-odd man-
agers in the New York area about the cost
of dollar sales in food. The variation ran
all the way from 38% to 48% and the per-
centages would have been lower if a
proper and equitable allowance had been
made for employees' meals. However, all
were inclined towards fixing this allowance
at the same nominal amount for each of
the clubs to get the benefits which accrue
from consistent comparison. In some
country clubs, it ran as high as 60, and
seemed justified by the extreme variation
in volume.

Now, just think of this development.
The managers who had a low food cost
and the highest labor cost that is-

[Continued OIl page 70)

HOSPITALIZED VETERANS GET SIX-HOLE GOLF COURSE
Frank M. Whiston (right center) pres., Chicago Dist. GA presents plaque to Dr. L. E. Trent, mgr.,
Veterans Administration Hospital, Danville, IlL, in ceremonies dedicating six-hole golf course
presented to patients. Course was built at a cost of $24,000 with funds raised through the annual
Chicago Victory national tournaments, the main source of more than $150,000 raised by the
CDGA since Pearl Harbor for recreational facilities at veterans hospitals. Other officials
participating in the dedication ceremonies include: (L to R) Lester R. Benston, Rehabilitation
Officer, III. American Legion; John Bookwalter, Commander, Curtis G. Redden American Legion

Post (Danville). and Charles Hack, Commander, Fourth Div., Danville American Legion.
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Wire t Iling your lay rs ...
"Go one round with the e truly amazing new Golfcraft Pro-Zone

TRU-GOO IRO ... then decide if any other iron you' e ever
played gave you uch a trong, in-the-groo e feeling of confidence.
You'll ee, and feel, in iron performanc uch a you've never known,
the reason for therr revolutionary new d 19n."

• • • and pros tell u t a
0
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rs make the sales.

MUllS Of fill ULf nn,

Hubbard Street. Chicago 22. Illinois

National Distributors for: BALANCED GOLF BAGS • BURTON GOLF BAGS

GOLFCRAFT Pro Only Woods and Irons are precision-made in the world's Largest,
Most Modern Plant devoted exclusively to Golf Club Manufacture •
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Pro's ~~Video nstruction"
Creates Learning Mood

Extensive work by pros with motion pic-
ture instruction hasn't had results pros
hoped for in visual education for the same
reason that makes golf instruction one of
the most difficult of athletic instruction
jobs-most of the pupils are too old to be
muscularly responsive. Motion picture
coaching of football players and of other
younger athletes has revolutionized sports
instruction but the picture teaching revo-
lution in golf is still to come.

After many tests by many pros, highly
promising indications that motion pictures
are to become nearly standard procedure
in golf instruction were shown for the first
time during the PGA at Richmond, Va.
Bill Gordon, pres., Illinois section PGA,
exhibited motion pictures in a Video In-
structor, a projection device which permits
the motion picture reel to be run at any
speed and stopped for study at any point,
and to be run backward as well as forward.
This device enables the pro to hold the pu-
pil's attention on any detail of the swing
so the pupil can compare his actual position
with the desired correct position and make
necessary adjustment.

The Video Instructor can be operated in
the pro shop or any other place without

requiring a dark room and screen. It is
compact and inexpensive and presents pic-
tures as clear as the camera takes. The
Video Instructor-motion picture camera
tie-up was developed by Jules Platte, pro
at Knollwood CC (Chicago dist.) in asso-
ciation with a member, Lou King, indus-
trial executive and low handicap golfer.
The equipment worked so effectively for
Platte and his pupils that other profession-
als in the Chicago district-in clubs and at
driving ranges-have begun to make use
of it. Platte and King organized Sports
Enterprises, PO Box 210, Lake Forest, Ill.,
and soon found themselves in a flourish-
ing business.

Low Price to Pro
Although Platte and King went into the

deal primarily as an experiment in golf in-
struction it developed into a commercial
enterprise when they were able to make
arrangements to secure wholesale prices
for pros on needed equipment. At the prices
at which the motion picture camera, Video
Instructor, and the few required accesso-
ries are made available to pros the whole
outfit, less film, costs less than 225.

This arrangement to pros means the
probability of adding to pro department

Bill Gordon, left, and Jules Platter, right, check on film of golf swing as shown on screen of Video
Instructor. Any frame of film can be stopped and studied. Film can be run forward or in reverse

at any speed.
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Jules Platte shoots Bill Gordon's shot with movie camera supplied to pros on Video Instruction plan.

r venue some profit from instruction pic-
ture equipment sales.

Merchandising potentialities ih more
and in more effective lessons and equipment
sales already hav been demonstrated con-
vincingly by the Video Instructor arrange-
ment. Not only the sound instruction basis
of providing the "power to see ourselves
as others see us" is made a sales and
teaching help but the d ep element of van-
ity helps the selling. People like to s e
th mselves in pictures and especially like
to see themselves in pictures of good golf
swings.

An interesting development of the Video
Instructor operation is that of tactfully
s lling new clubs to older members who
have had the same equipment for years
and although easily able to afford clubs
bett r suited to their swings shy away be-
cause they haven't been made to realiz
that their old equipm nt has b en out-
grown. Particularly in selling whippier
shafted clubs to help th swings of older
and muscle-bound players does the Video
Instructor picture prove ffective.

how Th m Pro r
One of the soft spots in motion picture

golf instruction has be n the gap between
sessions of taking pictur s. The incon-
v nience of setting up a scr en in a dark-
n d room mad th pro and the pupil re-

luctant to spend the tim required for this
arrang ment. With the Video Instructor
the pro can show the pupil the film of his
swing in the pro shop or in the clubhouse
in a few minutes prior to the session on the
t ,and without any delay study the phase
of th swing on which the lesson is to be
center d.

In study the part of the film that is to
rec Iv particular attention can b com-
pared with pictures of star golfers at the
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same stage of the swing. The same sort of
imitative capacity that has accounted for
the development of young caddie into ex-
cellent golfers is activated in the older
student.

The howing of the student's film prior
to the lesson on the tee makes it easier for
the student to understand what the pro is
trying to tell him. Consequently progress
in instruction is accelerated and another
film showing improvement soon can be
made.

It has been the experience of Platte with
the Video Instructor that it's much easier
to keep the interest of the pupil keen when
concentrating on one important detail of
the swing that needs to be corrected.

Many a pro, particularly the younger
ones, has been handicapped in teaching by
the tradition that a lesson must be a half
hour long. The effort, mental and physical,
of a half hour lesson often is too much for
the middle-aged or older man or woman
pupil. To ee th strain the pro switches to
a detail of the swing other than that which
h knows should be the object of concen-
tration.

With th Video Instructor an important
part of the lesson time is interestingly de-
voted to getting the pupil to understand
what h is suppos d to do and s e that in
contrast with what he actually does in one
essential detail. Then the remainder of the
half hour is spent on the tee with the
pupil in the correct frame of mind for co-
ordinating mind and muscle.

Platte says about the favorable develop-
ment of a lesson "mood" which has been a
strong point in succe sful teaching with
the Vid 0 In tructor:

"Every effective golf teacher emphasizes
the necessity of getting the pupil in th
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FUNGOUS DISEASE i always a
menace, but it is e pecially so in
warm, humid weather. Here
"Bud" Elmer, greenskeeper of
the Indian Hill Country Club,
Kansas it, Mo., describe hi
way of keeping brown patch fully
under control.

This picture story is another in a
series of "experience reports" from
well-known golf courses coast to coast.

Every week until the season is over, Mr. Elmer sprays with "Tersan" for prevention of brown patch.
In extremely humid, muggy weather, he sprays as often as twice a week, to keep putting surfaces in
fine shape. "Tersan" is inexpensive, he says, and does a good job of controlling fungous disease.
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keeps disease 0 t

"I Ilk 'Tersan' for the simple reason that it is easy to handle and not dangerous to the turf,"
says Mr. Elmer. "We have always had good control of brown patch with 'Tersan,' and it has never
burned our grass."

Fill the spray tank with water, then add
"T rsan" for quick, safe application to the
greens. "Tersan" mi e easily with water
and can safely be applied even by inex-
perienced help.

Control Dollar Spot with Du Pont F- 531, a
highly effective cadmium fungicide. Also,
controls green cum (algae) and pink patch.
Economical, afe, easy to use.

"Semesan" and Sp cial "Semesan" are avail-
abl for those who prefer mercurial fungi-
cid s.
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BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING ... THROUGH CHEMISTRY



right mood to learn. Many golf pupils want
to be taught so there will be little or no
effort on their part in learning. That's a
fundamental difference between them and
the pros and good amateurs who practice
for hours learning.

"Getting our pupils interested in learning
so they'll collaborate with their own intelli-
gence and perseverence is the big problem
of pro golfers in instruction. Actually the
criticism of pro golf instruction that the
public voices is far more based on lack of
success in creating the proper learning at-
titude than it is on the technicalities of
pro teaching procedure.

"The PGA attention to teaching which
has been advanced by the efforts of George
Sargent, George Jacobus, Bob MacDonald,
Harold Sampson, Joe Novak, John Budd,
Bill Gordon and others officially on a na-
tional basis, and by many PGA members in
their sections needs to be tied into a much
greater development in our potential pu-
pils' attitude of learning.

"We pros need to make use of the visual
education methods so effectively employed
in the armed services training during the
war to get the students into the most re-
ceptive and responsive condition for learn-
ing.

"My experience, and that of other pro-
fessionals, with the Video Instructor plan
of golf instruction not only shows we've
found the way to create the best mood for
making quick and effective use of com-
petent pro instruction but have opened a
new line to pro profits."

$66.200 Top Shooting at
Tem's All-Americans

Ten day gold rush for $66,200, of which
some is in the form of legal limit amateur
merchandise prizes, starts Aug. 5 for Tam
O'Shanter CC's 9th annual All-American
tournaments to which George May added
the World Championship.

The show will open with the All-Ameri-
can Men's Pro, All-American Amateur and
All-American Women's Open. All three
divisions of the meet will be played simul-
taneously with winners being crowned on
a 72-hole medal basis.

No qualifying rounds will prevail in any
All-American tournaments this season.
May states that Tam O'Shanter will be
able to accommodate all entries with part
of the big field playing the first round on
Friday, Aug. 5 and the remaining entrants
shooting their first 18 holes each the fol-
lowing day.

On Sunday, Aug. 7, the low 125 pros, low
40 amateurs and low 30 women from the
previous two days' fields will become eli-
gible for the second round.

For the first time since its institution,
the World Championship of Golf will be a
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72-hole medal test embracing four days,
Aug. 11-14. Wednesday, Aug. 10, has been
reserved for the event of a top tie in any
of the All-Americans. The playoff, if nece -
sary, to be at 18 holes, medal play.

The pros will be shooting for a total
purse of $21,000 in the All-American Pro-
fessional. The victor's prize is 3,333.00,
runner-up takes $2,333.00 and the list is
graded down to $67.00 for 50th plac .

The amateurs will receive trophies and
merchandise certificates totaling 2,000.00.

If the champion of the women's pro and
amateur division is a pro the prize is
$1,200.00. The girls' pro list aggregat
$4,000.00, graded to 15th position, which is
worth $800.00.

May has added a blue plate special this
year in the similarly styled four-brack t
World Championship. The World Pro
titleholder will pocket 10,000, runner-up
$7,000, "show" spot 5,000 down through
17th place, which is worth 100.00. The
innovation comes in the fact that formerly
there was only the first place award of
$10,000.00.

The woman pro winner will rec ive
$1,100.00, and the field will gun for a
$2,100.00 total.

This is the only combine tournament of
the year in which a name pro has a chanc
to aim for a possible 13,333.

Early Figures On USGA Open
While financial details of the recent

USGA Open Championship at Medinah CC,
Chicago dist., are not y t availabl , club
officials have the feeling the dollar and
cents outcome will compare favorably with
figures of the most successful of previous
host clubs of the event. Canterbury CC,
Cleveland, 0., has held the lead over all
other clubs in official receipts for the
Open. This year at Medinah daily paid
admissions for June 9th and 10th totaled
close to 8,000 and approximately 7,200 for
June 11th. In addition about 2,500 season
tickets were sold at $7.50 each. Jack Barns
of Medinah's Open Committee estimat d
more than 4,500 cars were accommodated
in club's parking lots the final day. Mem-
bers of the press were unanimous in th ir
praise of facilities and service provid d
them.

Penn Stat Meeting Dates Changed
Annual Penn State turf me ting dates

have been changed. The fall field meeting
will be held on September 26-27 instead
of September 19-20 as originally sched-
uled. The annual winter turf conferenc
will be held on February 27 to March 2
instead of February 20-23.
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Curing the Problems of Soil
Compaction and Drainage

By DR. G. O. MOTT

Agri. Experiment Station, Lafayette, Ind.

Soil compaction, aeration and drainage
are the more important problems which
greenkeepers in many areas of the country
have today. In the construction of most
putting greens, for example, the architect
usually provides adequate surface drain-
age to remove the water which would
otherwise collect on the surface of the
soil. He also uses the best knowledge that
he has to take care of the internal drain-
age. In many cases the information has
not been adequate to take care of all the
situations that are involved.

It is now recognized that a continuous
supply of oxygen has to be provided for
most grass roots in turf areas if we are to
maintain a healthy grass.

If soils are continually water-logged in
the root zone, due to poor construction of
the turf area, non-functioning tile, or a
water table which is too close to the sur-
face of the soil, an unhealthy turf will re-
sult, which is subject to disease and many
other difficulties.

Let us examine some of the troubles
which arise as a result of poor aeration
or too much water. No doubt many of you
have had trouble with the growth of algae,
especially on putting greens. The growth
of algae on soil nearly always indicates
an excessive amount of moisture. This
small green plant forming a scum on the
surface of the soil cannot exist except
under such conditions. Algae does not
grow on a soil which drains well and ab-
sorbs water readily.

Another thing that commonly occurs is
the difficulty that we have with the micro-
organisms in the soil. I am not sure but
what this isn't one of the most serious dif-
ficulties with respect to poor aeration and
poor drainage. The thing that happens to
organisms-and the fungi-is that they do
not function to the advantage of the grass
if the soil is poorly aerated and lacks
oxygen.

The grass plant is dependent upon a con-
tinual supply of plant nutrients, some of
which are released in the soil complex by
these microorganisms. Where there is a
deficiency of oxygen we may entirely
change the microfiora in the soil.

Instead of having, for example, micro-
organisms that convert ammonia and com-

.50

plex nitrogen compounds to nitrates
which are available to the grass, we may
get a reversal of the process, where the
nitrates which are present in a well aerat d
soil are converted back to nitrites, and
even further down the scale of reduction,
on down to ammonia and other products.
A very small amount of nitrite in some of
our soil may prove to be very toxic. We
have observed this on a number of occa-
sions. We have worked out techniques for
determining or testing the nitrite content
of grasses in soils, and we find that wher-
ever we have a very small amount of nitrite
present we may get what we call sun-scald,
and we may have other difficulties occur-
ring, and in many cases the killing of the
grass.

·At the Univ. of California, Berkeley, in
Dr. Hogan's laboratory, he was able to
show that plants lacking adequate oxygen
supply were not able to absorb potash. This
is another one of the elements in which we
are very much interested in our fertilizer.
They have shown in Dr. Hogan's labora-
tory, and it has been proven in other labo-
ratories as well, that when soils are
waterlogged, if they lack oxygen, then the
plant does not have the ability to absorb
potash.

Potash olves On Probi m
We have had golf courses in the Mid-

west where we have been able to apply
potash in solution on areas which are badly
waterlogged, and where the grass was
showing what we chose to call sun-scald.
We were able to spray a very weak solution
of muriate of potash on some of those
greens, and within just a matter of a few
days they recovered. In other words, they
turned dark green and the plants again
became fairly healthy.

This, of course, is just a temporary way
out of taking care of the situation. If you
supply an excess of potash the plants ar
able to get enough of it to make their
growth in spite of a low oxygen supply. It
is true, I am sure, that many of our grass s
have a greater tolerance for this type of
condition than others, but our bents, which
have naturally a rather shallow root sys-
tem, where we are clipping them so close,
are dependent upon the nutrient supply in
the surface soil. By supplying in this case
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