
GOOD ADVICE 
Acushnet says, "Keep on gathering old 

golf balls. Have them recovered, even in 

small quantities." Acushnet Process Sales 

Company, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
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THE GOLF NEWS IN BRIEF 

By HERB GRAFFIS 

Sequoyah CC, Oakland, Calif, recently 
fined $250 for possession of slot mach-
ines . . . Englewood (Colo.) citizens are 
opposed to plan of city of Denver for 

, extending Denver boundaries to include an 
Englewood muni course . . . Oakland 
(Calif.) public course has gone 100 per 
cent mechanical having sold its last three 
teams of horses . . . City administration 
of Cheyenne (Wyo.) is petitioning U. S. 
veterans administration for use of 160 
acres near the hospital as a course to add 
to the city's 9-hole over-crowded facili-
ties . . . Victoria CC, San Diego, Cal. 
clubhouse destroyed by a fire late in No-
vember 1944 at an estimated loss of $50,-
000 will be rebuilt as soon as materials 
are available. 

Fall elections to presidencies of clubs 
included John W. Latham, Menlo CC, 
Sacramento, Cal.; Earl E. Orner, Evans-
ton (111.) Community GC; George H. Tread-
well, Memphis (Tenn.) CC,; George Fell-
man, Junction City (Kans.) CC; Edwin 
M. Beebe, Hampton (la.) CC.; Paul W. 
Price, Anthony (N. Mex.) CC; H. Frank 
Fischer, Forest Park GC Baltimore, Md. 

Service barn of Wilmington, (Del) CC 
containing fertilizer and tools valued at 
$5,000 recently destroyed by fire. 

Tommy Shannon will continue as pro 
at the Orchard Lake CC, Detroit, Mich, 

v. . . Plans for re-organization of the Se-
dalia (Mo.) muni course were recently 
made at a meeting of City's Lions Club 
. . . Statesville, N. C. and Belleville, Kans. 
are planning construction of golf courses 
in the near future . . . Robert Trent 
Jones, is architect of the Nassau County 
Park course at Salisbury, L. I., New York 
. . . Richmond (Calif.) GC, has received 
its first entry for its 1945 tournament 
from its pro, Ernie Durand, Jr., "some-
where in the Pacific." He returned the 
1944 entry signed but w i t h the date 
changed to this year. 

I t is rumored that the sponsors of the 
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Portland (Ore.) Open, which was so suc-
cessful despite bad weather, are planning 
to bid on the 1945 PGA Open. . . Altadena 
(Cal.) golfers are up in arms over a pro-
posed city ordinance that might allow sub-
division of their property and loss of their 
golf course. . . Jack Goodale has been 
elected president for 1945 of the Westmoor 
CC, Milwaukee. . . Birmingham, Mich., 
city officials are planning to erect a new 
clubhouse on the site of the one that 
burned down at Springdale Park. . . Plans 
have been approved to spend $150,000 on 
the Alexandria (La.) G&CC, $30,000 of 
which will be earmarked for the course, 
the balance to be used for club furnish-
ings, swimming pool and tennis courts. . . 
The City of Los Angeles has cleared up 
legal difficulties surrounding the purchase 
of the Rancho GC, which will be turned 
into a public recreation park and muny 
course. . . Pete Garcia, well known in 
Southern California golf circles, is now 
caddiemaster at Oakmont (Cal.). . . C. E. 
Bradley is the new president of the Clar-
inda (ta.) CC. . . Ward Smith, caretaker 
of the Augusta (Kans.) golf course, was 
presented a gold watch and chain by local 
golfers for his fine care of the property. 
. . . "Stepped" press tables, private tele-
phone connections, fluorescent lighting, 
two glass-sided press room, movable 
nameboards for each contestant, card in-
dex system for all entries and a high 
45x12 scoreboard were innovations at the 
recent Portland (Ore.) Open. . . It's 
George Pontillon, not Poutillon, pro at 
Longmeadow CC (Mass.), as we recently 
reported. . . Sture Nelson is the 1944 club 
champ at Longmeadow. . . The teen-agers 
are coming through. . . Bob Keeler, 15-
year-old golfer is the new club champion 
at the Egyptian GC, Cairo (111.). . . The 
Washington State GA has awarded the 
1945 state tourney to the Tacoma G&CC, 
and reports three new clubs, bringing 
their total membership to 26 clubs. . . The 
"Soot and Cinders Club" of the Twin Oaks 
GC, Columbus (Ohio) is making their win-
ter schedule and activities a big success 
with membership at $5 each in return for 
a party and dance every four weeks. . . 
Tommy Wilson did not resign from the 
Ansley Park, Atlanta (Ga.) GC, "due to 
ill health", which is good news to all of 
us, and neither is Ansley a muny course, 
but privately owned. 

The Minnesota Greenkeepers Assn. is 
laying plans to establish a memorial in 
commemoration of Charley Erickson, late 
Minikahda Club superintendent. . . Arthur 
Burton, Mountain Ridge CC superinten-
dent, traveled 50 miles and used three 
buses to attend a meeting of the N. J. 
Greenkeeping Supts., held at Suburban GC. 
The distance as the crow flies is 15 miles 
—and no waiting. . . A resolution in tri-
bute to the late Fred J. Roth was entered 
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independent of R A I N 
Now it the time to get information or 
the Skinner System Planning and Engineer 
ing Service and make plans to keep youi 
course fresh and green all summer long 
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upon the minutes of the November meet-
ing of the Plainsfield CC, where Fred 
served as greenkeeper for 25 years, many 
of them under the late J. E. Erickson, 
who served as the club's green chairman 
for 18 years. John Kinder, club pro, has 
been assigned the additional duties of 
green superintendent; E. I). Horgan is 
green chairman. 

Pvt. Geo. L. Rommell, Jr., grpr. Welles-
ley (Mass.) CC., wounded in the Norman-
die invasion, was brought back to England, 
with the only personal belongings on him 
a photo of his wife, his bible, and a letter 
from Carlton E. Treat, Supt. Montclair 
(N. J.) GC. Prior to being employed at 
Wellesley, Rommell worked at Woodland 
(Mass.) CC under Treat; later he had 
charge of USGA experimental plots at 
Charles River (Mass.) CC, under Frank 
Wilson. . . Fred Moore is back at his pro 
lob at Dunwoodie G. C., Yonkers, N. Y. 
Moore has been on leave of absence with 
the Red Cross as a field director in Africa 
and Italy. 

William I). Collins, veteran pro, died 
at home in Demarest, N. J., Nov. 20 at 
the age of 70. He was born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, came to the I T . S. A. in 1896 with 
the Jock Hobens Golfers. Collins taught 
the late President Woodrow Wilson 
Dwight Morrow, Bernard M. Baruch and 
Charles Murphy He designed, and was 
pro at Oakland GC, Bayside, L. I. N Y 
Princeton University Golf Course, Prince-
ton, N. J and the Knickehocker CC in 
Tenafly, N J. He retired from golf in 
1924 to enter the real estate business, 
and was city councilman three terms in 
Demarest. He is survived by his wife and 
son, Donald, both of Demarest, N. J. 

Fred W. Grieve manager and pro has 
left Leewood GC, Tuckahoe, N. Y Jos 
eph Flynn returned in November '44 to his 
greenkeeping work at Metropolis CC in 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y., after serving about a 
year with the U. S. Navy . . * Michael 
Vechiolle, greenkeeper at Apawamus Club, 

?<P' I " ,?ieud D e c e . ? b e r 8 ^ the age of 
53. He had been ailing for about two 
years and underwent several operations 
He is survived by his wife, a daughter 
and several sons, some of whom are in 
military service -The New Shelter Rock 
CC, Roslyn, L. I N. Y., sold out course 
maintenance equipment December 20th 
Two attempts to revive the club failed this 
year . . Alex McKay is new pro and 
greenkeeper at Cherry Valley CC, Garden 
City, L. I N. Y. McKay, who took over 
December 1st, came to USA in 1923 from 
Aberdeen, Scotland. Designed courses at 
Jamestown, R. I., Louisville, Ky., and 
Charleston, W. Va. For the past 10 v ars 
he has been greenkeeper and pro at Edjre-
wood CC, Charlestown, W. Va. . . . James 



Lonegan is new greenkeeper at Glen Oaks 
CC, Little Neck, L. I. The course is being 
operated on a daily fee basis by Spencer 
Murphy, pro at Glen Oaks-in-Lakeville 

sCC. Considerable fairway revamping work 
was done in fall of '44, and Spencer 
M urphy looks toward heavy plav at the 

("old" Glen Oaks Club in '45. 

GOLF in the 
SERVICES 

Mather Field Army Air Field, Calif, 
golf team consisting of Pvt. Verne Calli-
son, Pvt. Chet Goldberg, Lt. Neil King 
and Corp. Kd Wysowski, captured the 
Central California Servicemen's league 
November 1944 tournament . . . Bob Sed-
erstrom, former Oregon junior champ and 
winner of the Salem, Ore. city title five 
days before joining the service is now at 
Camp Gorden, Ga. . . . With Bobby Jones 
now released from Army service the Au-
gusta (Ga.) National Golf course may be 
re-opened . . . it is now being used as a 
turkey farm. 

Duration amateur golf champ Marvin 
"Bud" Ward was recently promoted to 
temporary rank of captain and is now 
abroad with the AAF . . . 2nd Lt. Gerry 
Bert, Jr., winner of Seattle (Wash.) city, 
Seattle high schools and junior champion-
ships and a co-medalist in the 1939 na-
tional muni contest fell the victim of a 
Jap sniper's bullet in the invasion of Tin-
ian Island . . . In answer to requests from 
New Guinea, India and undisclosed areas, 
Cincinnati (O.) men and women golfers 
have sent 500 used golf balls to the USGA 
for shipment to the overseas men . . . 
Marines searching Guam r u i n s found 
American made golf and ping pong balls. 

Pvt. Don Gardner, Camp Shelby, Miss, 
while furloughing in Hattiesburg, Miss, 
shot a 69 on the final 18 holes to win 
an open meet with a 211 total . . . Cpl. 
Jimmy Graves, 78th Sig. Bn. annexed 
the Fort Dix, N. J. golf championship 
with a 4 and 2 win over Pvt. William 
Montgomery . . . The WAVE golf cham-
pionship of the Pensacola, Fla. NAS was 
won by PhM2c Carolyn Tesavis, Cranston, 
R. I. She defeated PhM2c Marge Hous-
ton, Concord, Mass. 7 and 6 . . . Eighth 
Service Command's 1944 golf title went 
to I'vt. Leonard White, Camp Barkeley, 
Texas who outshot a field of 252 golfing 
officers and EMs. 

Camp Gordon, Ga. has started one day 
putting tournaments w i t h war bonds, 
sweaters and t h e a t r e book-tickets as 
prizes . . . an 80 by S. Sgt. George A. 
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SE PREPARED 

- TO PREVENT 
DOLLAR S P O T -

O r d e r you r supp ly o f D u P o n t 

T u r f Fung i c i des n o w t o be pre-

pa red f o r early at tacks o f D o l l a r 

S p o t a nd B r o w n Pa t c h . W h e n used 

a c c o r d i n g to d i r e c t i o n s , D u P o n t 

T u r f Fung i c i des w i l l n o t s h o c k the 

t u r f n o r cause t h i n n i n g o r yel low-

i n g . O r d e r f r o m you r g o l f s u p p v 

h ou se today. " T h i o s a n , " t e m p o r a r i l y 

o u t , w i l l be b ack as s o o n as poss ib le . 

D U P O N T S E M E S A N C O . (Inc.) 

W i lm ing ton 9 8 , D e l a w a r e 

« 3 ? 

TURF FUNGICIDES 

TURF TIPS 
Milorganite is the ideal source of nitrogen 
for greens. Thev need enough Milorganite to 
mainta in dense turf and min imize dollar spot. 
Fairways have been generally neglected. Turf 
improvement should start at the first oppor-
tunity. Most fairways are badly in need of 
fertilizer, many require lime, and on some a 
weed eradication program should accompany or 
precede fertilization. 

O u r Turf Service Bureau and Soil Testing 
Laboratory are available to those desiring 
assistance in formulating an effective and eco-
nomical green or fairway fertilization program. 
S O M E Milorganite is available for use on golf 
course turf. I f you can't get all you need, 
please remember M I L O R G A N I T E is still in 
war service—for bui ld ing turf on airfields and 
for increasing food production. 

THE SEWERAGE C O M M I S S I O N 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

MILORGANITE 
for BETTER TURF 



Schultz won first prize in the first all-EM 
golf tourney at the Waco, Texas AAF 
while a 134 gross for 18 holes by Pfc. 
R. S. Grochowski won the "worst gross" 
prize. 

Brig. Gen. T. W. Blackburn, Command-
ing General of the 3rd Fighter Command, 
Drew Field, Tampa, Fla. won his unit's 
Officers' double elimination match golf 
tournament with an 85 over the Palma 
Ceia course . . . Lt. Horton Smith, former 
Ryder Cup star has been assigned to the 
recently formed Athletic Branch of the 
Special Services Division with headquar-
ters in New York City and will organize 
special athletic projects for overseas the-
atres . . . New champion of the Wichita 
Falls (Tex.) CC is Cpl. Don Cherry of 
nearby Sheppard (Tex.) AAF whose one 
over par 73 beat Yann Lignon 1 up in the 
finals. 

WPB has authorized the manufacture 
of golf clubs to fill army, navy and veter-
an's administration orders and lifted its 
ban on the manufacture of golf club 
parts; production to be by allocation . . . 
Wounded servicemen will benefit to the 
extent of $17,172 from the 1944 Victory 
National golf championship held at the 
Edgewater GC, Chicago. 

English Golf in Nazi 
War Prisoner Camp 

German guards of a Prisoner of War 
Camp look with toleration upon the ex-
ploits of the PWs so far as golf is con-
cerned. English prisoners formed their 
own golf club, made balls out of wood and 
clubs out of branches of trees. They then 
designed their own little course. Swedes 
heard about it and sent them some clubs. 
Finally, they had about 20 clubs amongst 
400 people, and a similar number of wood-
en golf balls. The game became popular; 
it was a great happiness to those interned. 
—Golf Monthly, Edinburgh. 

Keesler Field Holds Third 
Gl-only Tourney 

• KEESLER FIELD, Biloxi, Miss. $1,200 
Open golf tournament, held December 
10, 1944 at the Edgewater Gulf Hotel 
course, is believed to have been the larg-
est links competition ever staged exclu-
sively by and for military personnel. The 
winner was Pfc. Babe Lind of Bergstrom 
Army Air Field, Austin, Texas. It was 
Keesler's third annual affair and was spon-
sored by the field's Special Services' Ath-
letic Department. 

There were 310 GI linksmen battling 

For BETTER COMPOST use the 
WICHITA WONDER 

Compos t Gr inder 

THIS M O D E L comes in two sizes, 
feed opening1 18 in. by 23 in. or 24 in. 
by 23 in. Other models to fit any com-
post grinding need. Cylinder assembly 
is built to stand shock of iron, rocks, 
and tramp material. Hammer bodies 
are % in . steel, 4 in. wide. Shaft is 
heavy alloy steel, mounted on heavy duty 
hall bearings. Designed for all types 
of power and for easy hookup. Pat-
ented features no other grinder has. 
make the W-W "the finest to be had . " 

MIXES • SHREDS • GR INDS • PULVERIZES 
ANY COMPOST NO MATTER HOW TOUGH OR WET 

Compost thoroughly mixed in the raw stage pre-
serves its fertilizing properties, rots quicker. Tough 
materials are the best source of humus and are 
easily handled by the Wichita Wonder Compost 
Grinder. Its patented rollers clean themselves while 
in use. Its high speed provides big production. Its 
sturdy construction means long, trouble-free service 
The special W-W design prevents clogging, even 
with gummy or stringy materials. It is easily ad-
justed for fine or coarse grinding or pulverizing 
No wonder users say that Wichita Equipment begins 
where others leave off! 

Write Today for FREE Descriptive Circular 

AGENTS W A N T E D : Choice territories open. Live wires with 

witTui ^SSS^S'can make 11 "rofi,nb,e 

W - W G R I N D E R C O R P . 
D e P f - D Wichita, Kansas 



for the $1,200 in war bonds, cash and 
merchandise awards. The top prize of a 
$100 war bond went to Lind for his round 
of 74, 39 out and 35 in. More than two 
dozen golfers, unable to compete on De-
cember 10 because of military duties, were 
permitted to play the day following. Five 
states were represented in the military 

f tournament; Arkansas, Texas, Alabama, 
Louisiana and Mississippi. The Edgewater 
Gulf hotel donated the use of its course 
free of all fees. The Edgewater also do-
nated a $50 war bond and other hotels 
and local merchants donated more than 
75 prizes to a total value of more than 
$1,200. S/Sgt. Joe Mazziotti, Keesler post 
golf coach was in charge of the tourney. 

USGA winter rules applied allowing 
players to tee balls with head of clubs 
on fairways only. There were blind hole, 
high-low and handicap awards allowing 
all classes of players a chance for prizes. 
Among the many prizes contributed were 
two reserved seats to the New Orleans 
Sugar Bowl game on New Years day, 

r $80 worth of valuable leather goods and a 
host of merchandise awards from Biloxi 
merchants. Highest gross was 163 for 18 
holes won by Pvt. Raymond S. Junek 
making his debut on a golf course. 

All playing equipment was furnished 
free to entrants. 

When Marvin Francis Ward was mak-
ing a three-point landing in the delivery 
room of a Portland hospital, his dad, Capt. 
Marvin H. "Bud" Ward, Army Air Force, 
and USGA amateur champion, was soar-
ing 9,000 feet over the ocean on his re-
turn to base after a five-day leave in Bris-
bane. In a recent letter to L. B. Icely, 
and W. L. Robb, of Wilson's, "Bud" tells 
of teaming with Frank Strafaci in a Red 
Cross match at the Gailles GC, in which 
they went down 3 and 2 to the Queens-
land champion paired with the local club 
title holder. The course, says "Bud", is 
one of the finest he ever played. Pic-
tures of Sarazen, who visited the club sev-
eral years ago, are to be found through-
out the clubhouse. 

H & B Films Available 
Hillerich & Bradsby, Louisville, Ky., in 

cooperation with the American League, 
will make available to members of our 
armed forces everywhere sound or mo-
tion pictures of the 1944 World Series. 
Prints of the new film will be available 
this month. Also, the 1943 World Se-
ries film, co-sponsored by H & B, is avail-
able to any organization, civilian or 
military. 

E X C L U S I V E D I S T R I B U T O R S O F K A D D I E 
KART P R O D U C T S I N 41 STATES 

Alabama. Arizona. Arkansas. Colorado. 
Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho. 
Iowa. Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana. 
Main«. Maryland. Massachusetts, Minne-
sota. Mississippi, Missouri. Montana. 
Nebraska. Nevada. New Hampshire. New 
Jersey. New Mexico, New York. North 
Carolina, North Dakota. Ohio. Okla-
homa. Oregon. Pennsylvania Rhode 
Island. South Carolina. South Dakota. 
Tennessee. Utah. Vermont. Virginia. 
Washington. W. Virginia. Wyoming. 

P A T E N T E D 
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SENSATIONAL PERFORMANCE BY 

EXCLUSIVE PATENTED BALANCE 

FOR LEASE 
Leases for 1945 season are now being made. We have a 
few Kaddie Karts available for Spring and Summer lease. 

Write for Details. 

C O M P L E T E KADDIE KART SERVICE 
EXCLUS IVE D ISTRIBUTORS I N 41 STATES 

GOLF CART SUPPLY CO. 
82 W. W A S H I N G T O N ST., C H I C A G O 2. ILL. 

j Golf Ca r t Supply Service 
| 82 W. Washington St., Ch icago 2, III. 

{ Please send information about lease of Kadd ie Karts 

| dur ing these months 
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Club off ic ia ls 
remember this about the 

golf ball shor tage : 
Rubber was one of the first of all war materials to be 
frozen . . . and rubber is the very heart of the game. 
Since then the survival of the game, and the survival of 
America's golf clubs, has depended upon reprocessed 
golf balls. But remember—those millions of used balls 
had to be collected and sorted. 

Again this year, your players will have to depend on 
reprocessed balls. Definitely, there are no new golf balls 
in sight for them . . . and the source of used balls is 
getting no bigger, fast. So, remember that more than 
ever your players must cooperate . . . or go without. 

For three years the golf pros have done a magnificent 
job with their untiring efforts to collect used balls and 
get them back into service. 

ik 

Remember—in 1945 your pro must carry on the drive to 
keep the game, and your club, alive. Get behind him 
with a plan that will bring your players' cooperation. 

1 9 4 5 — W O R T H I N G T O N ' S 41st Year DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO M A K I N G GOLF BALLS 

T H E W O R T H I N G T O N B A L L C O . 
ELYRIA, O H I O 

W O R L D ' S L A R G E S T E X C L U S I V E G O L F B A L L M A K E R 
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Authorities Appraise Another 
Wartime Year of Golf 

By HERB GRAFFIS 

* EVIDENCE FROM THROUGHOUT 
the country shows golf has strengthened 
itself by close adjustment to wartime con-
ditions. Necessary economies of labor and 
material put the clubs in better financial 
condition where location would permit 
volume of play. Much of the reduction in 
expense was in respects that will have to 
be balanced by postwar expenditures but in 
many cases sinking funds have been set 
up to handle the inevitable charges. 

Labor costs did not show the reduction 
that might have been expected. Wages 
for available labor were high due to the 
competitive labor market and department 
officials had to use old men and boys whose 
efficiency and performance in most cases 
was far from being up to the normal 
standard. 

Great increase in national income of 
course was the main factor in keeping up 
golf play, although in many sections cne 
increase in servicemen's play due to 
courses extending hospitality was a sub-
stantial element in number of rounds re-
corded. War workers' play was a big 
item. Numerous observers credited this 
play to the necessity of conscientious ex-
ecutives and factory workers balancing 
strenuous schedules of work which had 
begun to reduce physical and mental fit-
ness after two intense years. There seemed 
to be about as near a minimum as could 
be expected of war plant absentees loafing 
on the courses. They're not energetic 
enough to get out in the air and walk 
around. 

The ball situation became increasingly 
grave. A few new balls will be made this 
year, but all of them for military recrea-
tion purposes, mainly at veterans' hos-
pitals where golf is growing rapidly as an 
effective means of improving physical and 
mental condition. 

Lack of newly made clubs also began 
to figure last year as a playing equipment 
factor which prevented entrance of new 
players into the game. 

Juvenile Promotion Revived 

In some districts there seemed to be a 
fairly brisk revival of adult interest in 
promoting the game among youngsters. 

This was not primarily because of caddie 
shortage and need of encouraging boys to 
take up bag-carrying but because of the 
vital importance of having the nation's 
youngsters in better physical condition and 
because of the imperative need of reducing 
juvenile delinquency. 

GOLFDOM'S editor spent some months 
overseas the latter half of 1944 as war 
correspondent for the Chicago Times. 
Near American air bases in England and 
Scotland he saw some golf played bv 
airmen and ground crews, but the play 
was uncertain due to sudden change in 
weather conditions controlling flight opera-
tions. A little golf was played by men 
attached to rear services during the time 
they got on leaves. That time wasn't much. 

In France he didn't see a golf club or 
ball, although near one base there was a 
i-esort golf course. Soldiers attached to the 
base were too busy to get to play. Men 
drawn out of the line were too exhausted. 
The truth is—and let's don't kid ourselves 
—the lads who survive the blasting thev 
take in combat much preferred to sleep, 
loaf or get 48 hours leave in Paris to 
look over the situation there. 

There's considerable difference in the 
attitude of combat troops and men in the 
rear echelons toward sports news. All of 
them are interested in sports and want to 
get back to play but the combat troops 
have a marked resentment toward news of 
record sports activities at home. This atti-
tude is especially sharp because of the 
policy of returning repaired wounded sol-
diers to limited service. The combat sol-
diers declare, physical condition of limited 
service ex-combat men is much worse than 
that of athletes who are rated 4F or given 
passes for other reasons. This source of 
criticism cannot be blamed on the athletes 
but on the policy of the armed services 
which probably will be revised. Certainly 
sports as a physical and temperamental 
developer has proved itself in the perform-
ance of American armed forces. 

Golf came in for less of this criticism 
than other major sports; possibly because 
of the predominantly amateur angle and 
the belief of the combat troops, based on 
their owTn observation as ex-caddies, that 



the elder amateur players were continuing 
in the game to keep in good war working 
condition and as a deserved reward for 
war effort. It may be that some of the 
combat troopers who had met or read the 
stuff of GOLFDOM'S editor as an alleged 
golf authority did not want to hurt a sen-
sitive old man's feelings. They preferred 
to talk about the cours:s where they had 
played, or where they had caddied, or ine 
stars they'd seen or heard about. 

Sports Publicity Touchy 
The delicacy of homefront sports prob-

lem in wartime was probably most vividly 
crystallized in remarks at an advanced 
area when copies of Stars and Stripes, the 
soldiers' daily newspaper, were brought up 
by the amazing distribution system the pa-
per has worked out. This particular issue 
happened to carry a story that the pro 
tournament circuit would have record 
prize money this year. That definitely is 
not news of great headline or morale 
building quality in the minds of the young 
men who are under fire and wondering 
whether they'll live the day cut. Their 
comments on this, the horse track betti-
volume, the record football and fight 
crowds and similar items which seemed 
to the lads to reflect calloused detachment 
from war effort, were something for sports 

officials to think about more seriously. 
It's a complicated and very tender sub-

ject which must be viewed realistically, 
and considerably more from the viewpoint 
of some embittered and toughened kids 
who don't think they are getting shot at 
to liberate prize money in any sport. What 
makes the situation especially difficult 
from the conscientious and informed golf 
officials' point of view is the great achieve-
ment of golf in promoting sale of war 
bonds and stamps and war benefit fund 
raising. The public temperament is such 
that the sports circuses in wartime ar 
tremendously effective in raising war 
money the public wouldn't otherwise pay 
out in recognition and support of the ef-
forts of men who are being killed or 
maimed in maintaining, among other 
things, the enjoyment of American sports 
at home in wartime. 

One clear idea that GOLFDOM'S editor 
got for himself out of talks with combat 
troops was that golf in continuing its 
fine wartime job must increase its tie-un 
with war effort and allow its performance 
to be recorded mainly as its showing in 
competition to see which of its clubs and 
players can do the most, rather than per-
mit itself to do any bragging about its 
contribution in winning a bloody war. 

SECTONAL REPORTS ON 1944 
California Golf at Record 

Volume in 1944 
By C H A R L E S G. LATHROP 

President, Southern California Golf Assn. 
Secretary, California State Golf Assn. 

• PRIVATE GOLF CLUBS of Califor-
nia's southern counties, some 24 in num-
ber, which comprise the Southern Califor-
nia Golf Assn. have carried on despite all 
obstacles. The clubs of the Los Angeles 
Metropolitan district in particular are in 
more prosperous condition than ever be-
fore. Full membership lists, waiting lists 
and starting times necessary on many 
courses for Wednesday, Saturday and 
holiday play, are the rule rather than the 
exception. Bond issues have been paid off, 
mortgages burned and many clubs are 
creating reserves for repairs and rehabili-
tation of club houses and water systems 
against the time when materials and labor 
may b e c o m e available. Clubs which 
dropped association membership during 
the depression have revived and are being 
r6instated. 

Play has reached an unprecedented vol-
ume on both public and private courses. 
Interest in tournaments and inter-club 
team matches, the latter an important fea-
ture on our calendar, has been well sus-
tained. 

The annual championship of this Asso-
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ciation brought an entry of 478 players. 
To minimize travel players were permitted 
to qualify on their home courses and 
scores were equalized to adjust for differ-
ences in the playing difficulty encountered 
by entrants. This idea, in use for two 
seasons, has proved satisfactory to all. 
John W. Dawson of the Lakeside GC, 
Hollywood, won our association title in 
finals against Bruce McCormick of the 
same club at the 37th hole. 

The condition of the California State 
Golf Assn. also is very satisfactory. Six-
teen clubs were added to the roster during 
the year making a total of over ninety. 

The annual championship of the State 
Association held at Pebble Beach, as usual 
in September, brought an all-time record 
registration of 706 players. The state 
amateur championship was won by Ernest 
0. Peiper, Jr., of the San Jose CC, who 
had been the title holder in 1941. Pieper 
earlier in the year won the Open cham-
pionship played at Sacramento. 

The state event included the simultane-
ous play of a handicap tournament at the 
Monterey Peninsula CC. In 1944 we had 
19 flights of 16 players; a record. The 
numbers attending in spite of all wartime 
travel restrictions were swelled by a new 
division of Senior golfers—100 players 
who competed for two days of medal play 
at Cypress Point. Frank S. Lindsay age 
55, of the Reviera CC, Los Angeles, with a 


