
In these two districts, as in others, 
the caddie situation received close atten-
tion, with the outcome being tha t there 
is developing a better and closer relation-
ship between the clubs and caddies than 
ever before. 

Also in both districts the Greens sec-
tions were more active than ever before 
in close association with greenkeepers who 
were doing phenomenal work under ad-
verse conditions. The most extensive and 
closer cooperation between the club and 
greenkeeper organizations and members 
in both cities was credited as having 
been a 1943 development tha t showed 
positive benefits. 

Detroit's Red Cross tournament raised 
over $35,000 and the Chicago District GA 
through its Victory National tournament 
raised $6,445 for servicemen's recreation. 
Through its Dime a Round campaign, an 
activity tha t should be widely copied, the 
CDGA raised more than $10,000 fo r war-
time organizations last year. 

The CDGA local tournament schedule 
was maintained and fitted into the war-
time working schedules of players. Much 
was done by the association's general 
counsel in connection with the effect of 
the 48 hour week on country clubs, work-
men's compensation, federal taxation and 
state retailers ' occupation tax matters . 

In the cases of the two regional asso-
ciations cited because their reports happen 
to be a t hand, there was proof of the 
wisdom of the old American slogan: 
"united we stand; divided we fall ." 

Reports of all associations show slumps 
in membership slighter than most golfers 
would expect, but in view of the asso-
ciations' constructive and vigorous per-
formances last year you wonder if golf 
clubs aren ' t missing something very much 
worth while in wart ime by not making 
association membership larger and coop-
eration with associations f a r more ex-
tensive and intensive. 

Iowa Authority Gives Course Care Tips 

HL. LANTZ, of Iowa State College, in the number of applications was reduced. 

# his newsletter for greenkeepers, The lack of top-dressing may lead to seri-
says: "This year there may be ous trouble. Most competent greenkeepers 

some easing up in the labor problem, de- recommend at least four top-dressings 
pending upon local factors. The fertilizer during the growing season. If a top-
problem appears to be equally acute as in dressing sail is not prepared in advance, 
1943. No ammonium sulfate or ammonium a good sandy loam may be used. A good 
nitrate is promised at this date. mixture used by some greenkeepers con-

"Our tests with various fertil izers on blue sists of 2 /3 soil plus 1 /3 horticultural peat, 
grass last season showed some interesting To this may be mixed the required amount 
results. Soybean meal applied in the of Milorganite, phosphorous and potash for 
spring produced a noticeably greener grass the first spring application. Af ter that , 
in late August. The protein of soybean leave out the phosphorous and potash until 
meal has to go through bacterial decom- the September application. The applica-
position and be converted into soluble tion of phosphorous and potash- in the 
nitrate before the grass can use it. Last spring and fall promotes good growth and 
summer this process required around 4% sturdy grass. Good greens usually follow 
months. A similar application was made a wise application of fertilizers, top-dress-
again in September. The results should be i n £ and fungicides. No one of these three 
of interest next spring when growth is re- items can long be neglected. If these pro-
sumed. Grass fertilization to be effective cedures are followed and failure follows, 
on golf courses should promote early and this means that it is time to examine the 
lush growth during the fore par t of the drainage and aeration of the soil, 
growing season so tha t the fa i rway sod "Machinery is a headache. Many of our 
may be thickened up and weeds 'squeezed fa i rway and greens mowers were pret ty 
out.' Soybean meal appears to have con- well worn when the war started. Every 
siderable promise, but of course it will not effort should be made to put these ma-
be available for some time, since it is in chines in as good condition as possible by 
great demand as feed at this time. the first of April. It would be wise to 

"The problem of greens fertilization order additional parts to make quick re-
during 1944 will keep greenkeepers busy. placements when breakdowns occur dur-
An organic ferti l izer such as Milorganite jnjr this coming season 
Ther d°are ^ J S & W a S S ^ gardens is as 
son, however, when greens need a 'shot- " r * e n t a f ! t w a s , a s t ^ a r

v
 a n d t h e demand 

in-the-arm,' a fertilizer which is inime- f o r garden space will be as great or 
diately available to the grass. greater . No doubt many golf clubs will 

"During the past two seasons, on ac- again cooperate to make land available for 
count of labor shortage, top-dressing on a member participation in the food for vic-
number of golf courses was abandoned, or tory campaign." 



Experts Tell Answers to 
Wartime Problems 

Difficulties Many and Tough But These 

Men Kept Golf Clubs Serving Members 

L a s t Y e a r S h o w e d Us H o w to 
G e t By in 1944 
By J O H N A N D E R S O N 

Supt. Essex County C C , West Orange, N. J. 

TH E R E is no doubt that greenkeeper 
resourcefulness had to be keyed to a 
high pitch during 1943. The golf 

courses were not kept in playable condition 
the past season, by any hit or miss 
methods. Maintenance was a carefully 
thought-out program-

We planned during the winter months 
of 1942-43, and a f t e r much deliberation 
and inquiry came to the conclusion that 
labor was to be our biggest worry. For-
tunately we were fa i r ly well equipped 
with machines, as we had been installing 
labor saving machinery f o r the past two 
or three seasons, as finances could afford. 

Af t e r seeing to it tha t all machines 
were in the best possible shape, we studied 
the labor situation and found tha t the 
best we could expect would be three of 
our 14 men to stay with us. The others 
were ei ther in the a rmy or in defense 
plants. However, another three who were 
on night sh i f t volunteered to work at least 
three hours a day. That was equal to 
another man's full time. The remainder 
of the crew had to be school boys, but 
April 1st is a long way to school vacation, 
and about April 1 began the season for 
grass to grow and work to be done. I 
contacted many school boys and a t length 
settled on four to come to work immedi-
ately a f t e r school, 3:00 P. M., and work 
until 6:00 P. M. That was almost equal 
to another man and one-half. Five and 
a half men fo r two 18 hole courses. 

We were able to keep the greens and 
fairways mowed, and sometimes the trees. 
More often the tees would be missed for a 
week. Our sand t r ap brush harrow, which 
I mentioned in a previous GOLFDOM 
article, came in very handy, and we were 
able to keep the sand smoothed about once 
a week. 

But the grass around the t r a p s and 
bunkers was gett ing so long and dense 
by the time school vacation came around 
tha t some of the players were wondering 
if we could burn it off. Tha t was out; 
green grass wron't burn, and we had no 
gasoline to spare. However, a f t e r school 
vacation released the four boys fo r whole 
days, we gradual ly began to see some im-

provement in the condition of the courses, 
and we were able to do a few of the jobs 
tha t had been omitted, such as topdressing, 
weeding and scything. 

Tha t was our experience which prob-
ably set the procedure for 1944 too. I 
must take off my hat , both to the public 
links and private club golfers. They were 
very cooperative and appreciative at times 
when they had plenty of reasons to grouse. 

Tough Y e a r s A r e G o o d f o r Us 
By CPL. W A R R E N ORL ICK 

(Formerly pro, Monroe (Mich.) G & C C ) 

OLFDOM's request for information 
y about operating ideas to keep golf 

clubs lively and helpful in wartime 
was forwarded to me at camp. Charles 
Stevens is taking my place at Monroe for 
the duration. 

A pro in the Army doesn't forget his 
at tachment to his club. He wants the 
club to keep going strong, not selfishly be-
cause it 's postwar employment for him, 
but because of the very pleasant relation-
ship he has enjoyed with club members 
and because he sees from a good per-
spective now how important an attractive 
club can be in maintaining the wartime 
zip and health of members. 

Tn my case, the club is f a r more than 
a job tha t I always tried to handle to the 
best of my ability. When I entered the 
Army last year the club gave me a won-
derful dinner and a very substantial purse. 
When I came home on a furlough the 
club gave my wife and me an open house 
dinner that was very well attended. Those 
things sure make a fellow feel like fighting 
twice as hard to make sure that those won-
derful times at the clubs go on all over the 
USA a f t e r the war's over. I'm counting 
the days until I can get back and s tar t in 
where I lef t off. 

Our club, since I left Grosse lie and Joe 
Devany and went with it in 1940, has had 
outstanding presidents who have operated 
it in the black every year since its re-
organization. I think the most essential 
factor in successful wart ime management 
of golf clubs is able presidents. Our 
heads have built up a $10,000 fund in war 
bonds tha t will be used for improvements 
a f t e r the war. It is entirely debt-free. 

One affair that has helped business at 
our club is something tha t might well be 



copied by other businesses a t the solici-
tation of golf clubs. Every Tuesday the 
River Raisin Paper Co. holds a dinner for 
its office staff a t the club. There is golf 
before dinner in the summer, and in the 
winter they play cards. Af t e r dinner 
there is a business meeting. 

This company has one of the smoothest-
running, energetic and able organizations 
you ever saw, and it is plain, if you hap-
pen to overhear part of its sessions at the 
club, that the weekly meetings a t the club 
have helped a lot to develop a wonderful 
organization spirit, knowledge and close 
teamwork. 

Wednesdays I used to run a league, and 
it's an idea I can recommend to every 
club and pro. T paired every member in 
the club and sent out cards on Mondays 
advising of the pairings. There was one 
point given the winner of the match in 
whatever game the contestants decided to 
play: golf, tennis, cards, dice, drinking, 
or anything else. Most of them played 
golf and the competitive interest made 
business good for me. 

Rules were: 
In golf three-fourths the handicap dif-

ference applied. 
6 P. M. is deadline to wait for op-

ponents. 
Player had to be at the club to win a 

point if other player was out of town or 
could not be there for the game. 

Team with highest number of points re-
ceived dinner f rom losers. 

Competitive season was 18 weeks. 
I also gave a talk on golf rules and 

golf in general to our club's ladies, at 
one of their weekly golf luncheons each 
month. I conducted all men's, women's 
and junior tournaments a t the club. 

We have grea t golf spirit a t Monroe, 
and it's the kind of spirit that , when ap-
plied to war effort, makes us a cinch to 
win, regardless of how long or tough the 
war is going to be. And I know that 
this sort of spirit, once it 's crystallized, 
won't weaken, even though the pressure 
of war work and worries is heavy on our 
members. 
Necessity Taught Us How to 

Solve Wart ime Problems 
By W M . H. J O H N S O N 

Greenkeeper-Mgr., Municipal Golf Courses, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

DURING 1943 at Griffith Park we 
maintained the courses with 60% of 
our normal crew mainly by using 

power equipment such as three-gang Over-
green mowers and other power greens 
mowers. We built a couple of trailers, 
using midget auto racer wheels, hooking 
them on to tractors to transport from one 
green to another. 

During the growing season we practi-
cally forget the traps. We work on them 
in the off-growing season. 

The crew was organized into one unit 
which could double up on any maintenance 
problem that came up. Fa i rway mowing 
we skipped from the tee to a point about 
150 yards out f rom the tee. 

Af t e r talking with many superintend-
ents a t the recent Los Angeles Open 
Tournament, I have come to the conclusion 
tha t the biggest single item has been in 
the handling of the workmen on the 
course. It has really made the men in 
charge of maintenance use every ounce of 
their ingenuity. For example, one course 
has two men; another three; another six. 
Another gets out every morning and 
rounds up any t ransients who might work 
only one day. 

From the equipment side of the picture; 
to keep their present machines in opei'a-
tion, some work over their scrap piles 
using discarded par t s and remodeling or 
disregarding standard par ts . By using a 
welding torch or maybe turning out on a 
lathe jus t anything to keep their equip-
ment going, some are gett ing by. 

An Old Master with New Ideas 
By WILL IE O G G 

Pro, Worcester, Mass. C C 

WE had to curtail, like most other 
clubs in this vicinity. The question 
arose in February, 1943, whether we 

would t ry to operate at all during the sea-
son and it was decided to cut the dues 
and operate just enough to keep things 
from going to ruin. Remember, this was 
decided upon when things looked their 
blackest and the gas ban stopped our 
winter activities. 

We tried the horse-and-buggy idea but 
without success but when the gas ban was 
lifted play picked up quite a bit but still 
much below normal. Many in this vicinity 
had the suffering complex and many still 
do; the idea being tha t it was wrong to 
participate in sports or enjoyment of any 
kind. The harvest is now being reaped in 
the form of sudden deaths and all kinds of 
ailments. The industrial plants are now-
going to insist tha t their employees take 
time off the coming year for fea r tha t 
everybody will crack. 

The Wilson broadcasts are doing a lot 
of good in making people see the light and 
they are to be congratulated in their ad-
vocacy of a physical fitness program as 
this surely will save lives and many many 
hours of production. Absenteeism is caused 
more by the employees feeling out of sorts 
than by anything else, according to my 
observations in this industrial city tha t is 
working night and day on war orders. 

Our golf course took it on the chin like 
many others owing to the budget being 
cut. We did not suffer f rom lack of ma-
terials nor spare par t s but we did have a 
labor shortage because the money was not 
forthcoming. We had to chisel on our 
topdressing, mowing, gardens and rough 



to get by, but on the whole we held things 
together pret ty well. By using winter 
rules we avoided any squawdcs about the 
fairways but many players did beef be-
cause conditions were not pre-war. 

We are now operating our diningroom 
on a concession basis and this includes the 
locker room as well. This may be the 
answer to the catering problem, although 
in the main this will probably always be 
for each individual club to solve according 
to their own particular needs. 

We had a shortage of caddies during 
week days but on the whole there was 
enough boys to go round week-ends. Dou-
bling up had to be resorted to most of the 
time with the result that Sunday bags be-
came of general use. This may have caused 
some slight inconveniences but I am sure 
that if this was not done we could not 
compete in the labor market . I t is either 
increase the caddie fees or double up. 

Getting back to the golf course, I wish 
to say tha t we are blessed with loyal em-
ployees and tha t we are equipped with a 
small machine shop in which we are able 
to do most of our own repairs. We have 
not found any short cuts in our operation 
but just concentrated on the greens and 
tees and spread out what we had left on 
the fa i rways and rough. The t raps were 
left more or less unraked and unsickled 
but teeing up was allowed to offset this. 

About the only new development that I 
have worked out is a machine which may 
cure the packed condition of grounds. 
This machine has other varied uses but 
mainly I have been trying to get some-
thing tha t would be better than spiking. 
Spiking or punching holes does put a green 
out of play for a while and packs still 
more the areas which the spikes does not 
enter so that , on the whole, spiking did not 
do much good. 

The machine we build has knife steel 
discs and the principle used is the same as 
the disc harrow excepting tha t the cuts 
are verticle instead of an angle. The 
depth of cut is governed by the weight 
used on a t ray directly over the axis and 
the condition of the ground; the wetter 
the ground the less weight needed for 
penetration. 

To prevent the turf f rom l i f t ing I have 
skids riding between the knives and the 
pressure of the skids on the turf is regu-
lated by spring tension. The cuts made in 
our own case were about three inches deep, 
and, as the knives are quite thin, it does 
not put the green out of play. We do the 
job on each green in 15 minutes as we use 
the Overgreen for motive power. 

Naturally, many greenkeepers would be 
horrified a t the idea of slicing up a green, 
but I can assure you it works. Topdressing 
is immediately available to the roots and 
there are no puddles a f te r a rainstorm. 
Inasmuch as the space between the cuts 
is regulated by whatever width of collar 

or spacer is used, this machine is invalu-
able for cutting grainy greens. 

I look for more play this year and a 
more generous budget, even though I am 
now caddie master along with my other 
jobs and work seven days a week I still 
love it. I have golf balls and other mer-
chandise and I do not complain. 

Beyond "Hello with a Smile" 
Is Hard Work 

By EM BRAAK 
Em Braak, who has been a golf pro for 

23 years, and for the past five years lessor 
of the Minnetonka CC, Minneapolis, prior 
to the time it was sold, gives tips lessons 
from his experience in successfully con-
ducting a golf club on a wartime basis. 

Braak's statement shows the importance 
of having men with savvy on the job. 
He says: 

Five years prior to leasing Minnetonka 
I acted as pro-manager. I feel tha t the 
past ten years' experience has left me 
capable of handling any situation tha t 
may arise at a golf club. 

I set up my budget during the winter 
months, so when spring did arrive I was 
ready to go. I never overlooked the f ac t 
t ha t a golf club's main income was f rom 
those who played golf, and therefore I 
made every effort to see that the golf 
course got the largest share of attention, 
although I kept the dining room and locker 
rooms up, and always presentable to mem-
bers and their guests. 

During the winter I would contact all 
the business revenue in the dining room. 
I always maintained a rule that "a hello 
with a smile" would pay big dividends. 
Operat ing a club is no easy job, it means 
hard work and long hours during the play-
ing season. 

The past two years the golf professional 
has been called upon to take over many 
duties he never before experienced, and 
has had to keep the ball rolling with his 
knowledge of golf. 

Fi rs t among wartime needs a t many 
clubs is easing playing conditions by 
eliminating bunkers and widening fa i r -
ways. That gives the player a better 
chance to score and he derives more pleas-
ure and relaxation out of the game. This 
method will prevail a f t e r the war if the 
clubs expect to maintain a membership, 
and get on a paying basis. Public courses 
have proven this point in all sections of 
the country. The fellowship we get out 
of golf we are willing to pay for if we 
enjoy our games. I have seen several 
players quit golf jus t because they loose 
too many balls, and a few dollars in bets, 
due to the condition of a course. The 
maintenance of a course is cut consider-
ably by the elimination of heavy rough 
and un fa i r bunkers, making conditions 
more unpleasant fo r every one. 



ft ft ft Dunlop Recovered Golf Balls have been reconditioned 
under the supervision of the same experts that produced the famous 
Maxfl i , one, two and three dot and the rest of the outstanding line 
of Dunlop Long Distance Golf Balls. 
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K e e D Club Atmosphere from i n £ condition as possible so tha t the play-
r r e rs would enjoy playing. 

Getting Gloomy Natura l ly tha t was difficult with the lack 
d u A o n m e a i j p c o k i of fer t i l izers and chemicals and shor tage 

D
 BX 5 . i x of labor, with men incapable of heavy 

Pro, Cal,forma GC, Colma, Calif. W Q r k j t h a g b e e n n e c e s s a r y to work 
This article is from a letter Harold plenty of overtime so the work would not 

Sampson wrote from a sickbed to b e too strenuous. We also provided space, 
which he was sent as a result of over- f r e e wa te r and fer t i l izers so our grounds 
working himself in providing war- crew could grow their own vegetables and 
time recreation for others. t h a t was an a t t ract ion to some of them. 

It's that sort of fidelity and en- Then we made every effort to see t h a t 
thusiasm of pros, greenkeepers and members coming to the club would get the 
managers that has been generally g r ea t e s t enjoyment possible out of their 
unappreciated but essential factors in visit to the club. Ef fo r t s were made to 
keeping golf going through the war. s e e t ha t all members were acquainted with 

Sampson, the amiable and smart e a c h other and games ar ranged so tha t no 
veteran, is a fine representative sup- one would find himself neglected. 
plier of the unselfish service that first i t has been my observation tha t while 
class professionals give to the game. a l l gol fers are concerned with how they 

THIS is a tough time to be asking me play they of ten continue to play despite 

about my efforts to keep golf going as h igh scores because they enjoy good fel-
a war t ime service to our country. Be- lowship. When this condition prevails a t 

tween t ry ing to get over a bad case of the the club its members look forward to going 
flu which slapped me down twice, lending to the club where they can find needed 
effor ts in promoting Open tournaments , re laxat ion f rom the many worries which 
playing in them, promoting a bond sale for beset everyone today. When a person's 
which the S.F. Open will get credit for thoughts associate a place with pleasant 
selling $6,500,000 aided great ly by Hope reflections he is ap t to f r equen t that place 
and Crosby, t ry ing to keep out of jail by more of ten . And during these times people 
filling out and complying with the many have a real need of a place to go to escape 
t ax re tu rns and tending to promot ing golf and find happiness and rebuild health and 
on my own club, I find darn l i t t le time to spir i t , so we feel t ha t we are helping do 
write. our p a r t by helping to provide such a 

To be f r a n k , if the doctor hadn ' t ordered place, 
me to bed aga in to cure a touch of bron- You will note tha t I say we. I say t ha t 
chitis, the resul t of get t ing out of bed too because such conditions could not have 
soon a f t e r the flu took me down, I wouldn' t prevailed unless there is harmony between 
have been able to answer Golfdom's re- the inside of the club and the outside. I 
quest. Of course like all a rden t golfers I have had the u tmos t cooperation f r o m 
got up to play in the tournament . those working under me and f rom other 

In keeping going in 1943 and learning employees and officials, 
the lessons we'll again apply this year , we Complete harmony always has existed 
tr ied to keep the course in as good play- between myself and our capable manager , 

Nature helps relieve that tension at the California Country Cluh. 
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Freeman Bassett, and we can point 
proudly to the fact that whereas when we 
came to the club four years ago it had a 
large indebtedness, worn-out machinery on 
the course, the club house in need of re-
pairs, and some outstanding bills, we now 
have a club which will very soon be com-
pletely out of debt, no outstanding bills, a 
substantial cash balance in the bank, good 
equipment on the golf course, one of the 
finest golf courses in the country in play-
ing condition, a limit put on the member-
ship and the initiation fee almost tripled. 

Of course like many other pros through-
out the country I am constantly looking 
for the member whose game may be sick. 
When a member resigns f rom a club or 
stops playing it is often due to the fact 
that his game is sour. Correct his trouble 
and he again becomes an enthusiastic, 
active member. 

There should be a reasonable amount of 
golf events and social act ivi t ies . We were 
provided tha t and will continue to do so in 
1944. 

Iwill say the key to keeping golf alive 
is to do everything to cause players to find 
happiness when they come to the golf 
course. 

You take it from there. I had no inten-
tion of wri t ing that much when T started 
and the doc would give me hell if he knew. 
He said "res t ." 

One of the main points in our 1943 suc-
cess was in seeing that members were 
acquainted to promote good fellowship and 
so that they could get together and pool 
their cars. That is the toughest thing we 
have had to buck here and we expect it to 
get very much worse as the drive in the 
Pacific steps up. However, we are fortu-
nate in t ha t no matter how tough it gets 
we still have street car and bus service to 
our club entrance. Right now we make 
every effort to see that everyone has trans-
portation. 

Keep Members Hot for Golf 
and You'll Help Victory 

By JERRY G L Y N N 
Pro, Parle Ridge (III.) C C 

AT Park Ridge, members have continued 
to play considerable golf during war-
time, as the club is conveniently sit-

uated near the homes of many members 
who are intensely engaged in war work 
and need outdoor exercise and change of 
pace. 

We have kept play up by seeing to it 
tha t golf interest has not been allowed 
to sag. I t ry to have a few soldiers and 
sailors playing at our busiest times, and 
to have a f ew WACs, WAVEs, SPARs 
or Marine women playing on ladies' days 
so our members will be reminded that 
golf is legitimately and logically associ-
ated with war effort. I know tha t the 
presence of* these people has a good ef-

feet on our members, as well as being 
hospitality keenly appreciated by the uni-
formed men and women. 

Help has cost me more but Pve made 
it worth more. A club-cleaner, for in-
stance, cost me $125 a month instead of 
the $50 that used to be the usual price 
in the Chicago district. But I bought 
plenty of wax for the wooden clubs and 
saw to it that the members had bet ter 
club-cleaning and maintenance service 
than they had in peacetime. If the mem-
bers ever got out of the habit of keeping 
their clubs in the shop it might be hard 
for pros to re-educate them to this serv-
ice, 'and the loss would be heavy to pros. 

I never have hesitated about the price 
I've paid for balls and have been discreet 
but always on the job in collecting used 
balls, as I didn't want a member to get to 
feeling that because he happened to lose 
a few balls he might have to quit the 
game. I also worked the used ball t rade-
ins on the basis tha t if members ever get 
into the habit of using a ball until it 
is hacked to pieces and absolutely worn it 
may be hard to re-educate them to be f r e -
quent buyers of good balls, when peace 
returns. 

I pushed the sales of golf apparel. That 
can still be secured and no pro's members 
can be said to be so smartly, comfortably 
and completely dressed for the game tha t 
pro shop apparel sales possibilities are 
diminished in wartime. 

At Park Ridge we pushed war bonds 
and stamps as prizes on a lively competi-
tive program. Our club also was high 
in the Dime-A-Round list of contributors 
in the Chicago district. In my opinion, it 
is very important to emphasize these war 
help affairs for the psychological effect in 
giving golfers assurance that their golf 
during wartime is not a run-out on war 
effort but is just as close and necessary 
association with war work as is the sol-
dier and sailor recreation out of battle 
zones. 

We have secured the Women's Western 
Open fo r June 19-25 and I am sure tha t 
this event will f u r t h e r enliven the in-
terest and pleasure of our members in 
the game as wartime recreation. 

The club is going to give its par t of 
the gate to a war relief organization and 
hopes to establish a new record for Wom-
en's Western gates. We are going to 
invite servicemen as partners for the 
Women's Western contestants at the din-
ner dance the club will give during the 
Open. 

My deep conviction is that our club, 
and any other alert and active club, demon-
st ra tes its value to war effort by helping 
to keep its members in better mental 
and physical shape by providing them 
with at tractive club facilities, atmosphere 
and programs. 



WE CAN'T HELP DREAMING ABOUT THE FUTURE 

Ever since Pearl Harbor we've 
been right up to our necks in 
War work. We're doing a good 
job for Uncle Sam and we're 
giving it all we've got. But 
after all, our "first love" is 
Golf Clubs, and at times we 
can't help dreaming about the 
day when this war will be won 
— and thinking and planning 

some innovations and im-
provements which we know 
are going to give Golfing 
America a real thrill! ^ Right 
now we can't do more than 
hint at what the future holds 
— but just keep your eyes on 
Kroydon when the post-war 
models start making their 
appearance! 

THE JxTOyCLOTl COMPANY 

X Maplewood, New Jersey 



Lively Publicity Protects 
Against Slump 

By L. J. (Dutch) M c C L E L L A N 
Pro, Topeka, Kan. C C 

TH E coming season is going to be the 
real challenge to the golf pro, and he 
is going to need all the ideas that he 

can get. 
We were in a ra ther enviable position 

with two large Army installations in our 
town. Our losses to the Armed Forces 
were pre t ty well replaced by members se-
cured f rom the Officer personnel of these 
two installations. Actually our traffic was 
heavier than usual. 

I do feel tha t we were extremely for-
tunate in having an alert and cooperative 
Board of Directors that made the Military 
memberships possible, and made any regu-
lations tha t were necesasry to make the 
club a t t ract ive to these men. I also feel 
that the heavy traffic f rom the Military 
forces acted as a magnet to the regular 
members, and soon they were using the 
club more than they normally did. 

I equipped my shop with a number of 
better-than-ordinary sets of clubs for 
rentals, and made available inexpensive 
balls. I made it a poiht to greet each of 
these men where I could and gave freely 
any advice I could about their games. I 
tried to make them aware of me as pro 
and tha t I was interested in them and 
their games. I t paid off in lessons, as 
1943 was the best lesson year I have had 
a t the club. 

At the s t a r t of the season I had the 
same problem as all of the pros, and that 
was how f a r I could go with publicity. 
Some of the members thought tha t they 
would be criticized and called unpatriotic 
if their names appeared in golf articles, 
and while I did not subscribe to this 
thought I did have to consider it. 

Af te r some thought I decided tha t if I 
were to abide by their opinions I was go-
ing to be in fo r a pret ty poor season, as I 
felt this was a year tha t I was going to 
need all of the outside help I could get. 
So with this thought in mind I set out to 
get all the publicity I could get and to use 
my own judgment as to whose names I 
could use, and the ones I could not. With 
this problem settled in my own mind I 
contacted a new sportswriter on one of 
the local papers and cultivated him. 

We decided to use all of the pictures 
that we could run, and were very success-
ful in this despite the shortage of space. 
These pictures proved so popular tha t we 
decided to go a little f a r the r and run a 
column of golf incidents tha t happened in 
the every day golf games, other than 
tournaments. The column was called 
"Down the Fa i rway" and proved so popu-
lar tha t I began cutting it out of the 
paper and posting it on the bulletin board. 

I might mention here the incidents and 
gossip tha t we used in this column were 
so commonplace t h a t the average pro 
doesn't give them a second thought, but 
we found tha t the members were jus t as 
interested in what John Jones was doing 
as they were in Nelson, McSpaden and 
other bigs. Af t e r get t ing into this we ran 
into a number of oddities, some of which 
were picked up and carried by the A.P. 
In one instance the par ty named in the 
article received mail f rom all over the 
country. I t is needless to say tha t he and 
his pals got a hell of a wallop out of 
tha t one. 

I would like to suggest tha t the boys 
cultivate the sportswriters as they can do 
them a lot of good a t this time, and if 
they happen to have one like Don Pierce, 
of the Topeka Daily Capital, i t will be 
worth the effort. 

My report wouldn't be complete if I 
didn't mention the pa r t our greenkeeper, 
Ray Whitlow, played in making 1943 suc-
cessful a t the club. Despite the shortage 
of help and the inexperience of the help, 
Ray put his 27 years ' experience to work 
and kept us playing a course t ha t was in 
jus t as good condition as during normal 
times. I want to take my hat off to a 
fellow that can do tha t in face of the 
handicaps tha t he was faced with. In 
addition to this he planted and maintained 
a five acre Victory Garden for the club. 

Pinehurst Tournaments Survive 
Another W a r Year 

TH E annual North and South golf 
championships will be held at the 
Pinehurst (N. C.) CC as usual. 

The 42nd annual North and South open 
will be played over the championship 
course on March 14, 15, and 16. There will 
be no restriction on the age of entries. 
Last year only players over 38 years of 
age, or in the armed services were eligible. 
Old-timer Bobby Cruickshank was the 
winner. 

The prize money will be $3000, which 
will be used fo r the purchase of war 
bonds with a matur i ty value of $4000. 

The North and South Amateur cham-
pionship has been set fo r April 10th 
through the 14th. I t will be the 44th re-
newal of the event. The North and South 
Women's championship will be played 
from April 17th through April 21st. 

Pinehurst golf officials believe that the 
North and South championships are now 
the oldest golf tournaments in the United 
States which have been held annually and 
without interruption. 

The Pinehurst Seniors' championship, 
for golfers 55 years old and over, will be 
played f rom February 29th, through March 
3rd. 

TURN IN T H O S E UNPLAYABLE BALLS 

Golfdom 


