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By Jack Fulton Rockford's muny course system keeps play-
ers happy while earning profit for parks

R0 KFORD, lliinoi ,
lation, lie 5 mile t and a Iittl

north of hicago. Long kno n a' a prin-
cipal furnitur ,machin tool and knittinz
c nter, Rockford is al b corning kno n
a' on of our leading "golf mind d" citi .
It ha facilitie to m et any pur e and an
int r t in golf unu ual for to n of it
ize.

Bargain olf Bring olum
Cr dit for Rockford's g olf-mindedn

must go to the muny layouts, which com-
par in sportine ,maintenanc quality
and int rest with many privat links, and
to a park board, of which Earl F. Elliot i
sup rint ndent, which has tabli hed as
its olf policy th giving of a much golf
as po ibl for th least money. That this
policy works i vid need by th fact that
in 1939 (and in a town of 90,000 popula-
tion, mind you) th re wer 121,400 round
of golf play d ov l' the park course . Play
is up at 1 ast 20 p r cent thi year and
with averag w ath r from now on, th l'

i ood l' ason to b 1i ve 150,000 round
will b chalked up a 1940' play-volume.

Golf is availabl over Rockford's park
cour s under two plans. A r id nt may
buy a ason p rrnit for $4.00 ntitlin
him to unlimit d golf ov r any or all of

without furth r paym n of
any ort. Junior und r 15 may buy a
p rmit for 1.00, but cour e privil ges ar
grant d th m only in th mornin ,Mon-
da hrou h aturday. Junior p rmit
ar not good unday or holiday. The
two p rmit , for adult and junior, are
differently colored for quick id ntification
and mu t b igned b th tick t hold r.
If a perrm i 10 t, th hold r mu pa
h park board 1.{){) for anoth r but

if i mer ly uffer an "accid nt," lik
being 1 ft in a hirt pocket and oing
through th wa h, a n w card i i u d
without charge. Up to July 23, Ro kford

olf r had purcha d 3,044 nior and
460 junior p rmit .

Application blank for ea on p rmit
read a follow :

Date .. Re. '0 ••.......••..••

Male dult
Femal Junior

I hereb c rf.if that I am arid nt of the
Rockford Park Di trict and that th Ioflow-
ing is cor r ct:

ame .
Present
Re ident ddr
Re .
Phon ...........•................................
How Ion ha ou r ided at above addr " '!

Emplo d by .
Bu.
Phone .
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players off at 5-minute intervals, each
registration sheet covel'S one hour's time.
Advance registration is permitted for
every other foursome, between which are
the times open for players who com'
to the course without starting times. From
advance registrations, Rockford added
$699.60 to its muny golf income last year.

Coupon Give Control
Rockford has worked out a system of

control, both over registration fees and
permit abuses, that is pretty nearly fool-
proof. Heart. of the system is the score-
card which contains a numbered detach-
able coupon to be signed by the player,
retained by the starter and turned in at
the end of the day. Each day, the starter
must check in, to the park board offices, a
coupon for every card issued by him.
Cards for permit holders are white, and
for round-fee patrons are colored, a differ-
ent color for each course. The starter
must turn in receipts equal to 50c (or 25c
in the case of 9-hole rounds) for every
colored score card he issues. All cards
cross check against the player registra-
tion sheets, on which scorecard serial
numbers and players' names must appear.

Use of white cards for permit play and
colors for fee play gives control over the
starters and eliminates the temptation for
them to hold back fees and allow pay
players ostensibly to be playing on a per-

Rockford Park District
PLAYER'S REGISTRATION SHEET

.\ ""'ytf may I~n lor only one ucket l:nl ••• the lounome i. al""'<ly
made up, the liuler mny fiU In a playrr to make the (ouraome.

All players f)f a lounome rnu t register in rotation If they want to .tart.
tog'thtr

All PIa,e" MUll Verify Their Sip.tutel meD Ifu.mber ia eaued.

__________ ~hART£1I

'-------
Registration sheet are 6" wide and long enough
to accommodate th name of is players, divid d
into 12 foursome by heavier rule. Thu each heet
handle play for on hour. sin('e foursomes tart

at the minute interv I.•

GOLF I

ROCKFORD 'ARK DISTRICT. ROCKFORD, ILL.

SANDY HOLLOW PARK

St.rt'"~ No. Rq.: • o,

D.•te .
HOLE' YARDS T PAR 1 SELF 1p.rt •• r I ~~~ I p.rtn •• ' ro':o;.: 1s7;:~!'.
1 1 4201 4 1 1 1 I I 1 72 1 3901 41 I I 1---:2::;::
3 I 4401 41 1 I 2
4 1 38'1 I . 1 3

~44~1
~ r I 1 1 16
4 I I I I 1 I 4

In 132401 36 I I 1 1 I I
Out 133451 35 1 1 1 1 1 I
Total16585i 711 I 1 I I I
Hdc. 1 I 1 I I I 1 I
~pl I I I 1 I 1 I I!"trot!"

Scorer ..---------------- ---------

No ... Reg No.

Name -
Address

Date -
SANDY HOLLOW PARK

Sample of scorecard, with detachable coupon.
Starters arc held respon .ible for all card a signed
to them and must account for mi sing one a well
as Cor those they i u to players. Actual corecard
carries serial number after words "Reg. 0." on

both card and coupon.

mit. The golfers ar the one who keep
things above board-th y all know that a
white card means permit play and that if
they have paid a round-fee, th y should be
given a colored card. So they refuse to
accept anything but a colored card if th Y
have paid to play.

The coupons also give control over per-
mit abuses. First of all, each coupon
carries the player' signature, which the
park board compar s the next day with
the player's signatur obtained when he
applied for his p rrnit, Should any ir-
regularity appear, th holder i forced to
give up his permit and cannot regain it
without applying to th park board offices
with an adequat xplanation. For fla-
grant violations, p rmits are r voked; for
less serious offenses, the park board may
withhold a permit for 30 day .

Statistics on municipal play-volume for
the past ten years, a suppli d by park
board r cord, indicat that Rockford, like
all oth r municipaliti s, felt th effects of
the d pr ssion year. But it is interesting
to not that play volum is climbing
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toward th banner r cord of 1931, when
153,400 round wer play d. Thi y ar
should s e that figur qualled or pa ed.

nnual figure on municipal round of
golf ov r Rockford' 3 cour e :
1930 •.••••.134,000
1931 ...•.•..153,400 round
1932 147,700 round
1933 ..••....105.100 round
1931 100.500 round

1935 91.700 round
1936 .••_••. 95,000 round.
1937 .•.•..•.107.900 round
193 ••....•.119.200 round
1939 •.•..... 121.400 round

Th thr cours are maintain d in
cell nt condition and th terrain over
which th cour e ar built mak for
sporty, intere ting golf. andy Hollow'
gr n, in particular, are aid to be the
fin st in th Rockford di trict.

Maint nance co t for 1939, according
to upt. Elliot' r cords, ran:

13
In r 011 _ .....•................. 7.033
Shady Hollo ._._ _. _ 7. 33

inni ippi ••...•..•_._ ....•.•.._ 4. 16

Total •._......................• _•.__ .._..$19.6 2

ince incom for thi period was 21,-
7 5 Rockford muny cour e returned a
profit for 39 of 2,103. Elliot caution ,
however that only cour e maintenance i
charg d again t cour e income and that
n w equipment pur ha and replace-
m nt of pres nt equipm nt are paid for
out of the g n ral park fund. The 2,103
j of cour turned into the general fund
and doubtl cover d or came clo e to
covering th y ar' equipmen purcha
so tha Rockford' municipal golf can
plainly brat d a elf- u taining.

w e
5

By John Budd, Pro-Supt,
Tallahassee (Fla.) CC

care is n
Howard tt,

Atlanta, Ga., i v ry
dr ssing' method . H

upply of oil, mi. d, ser ned, and r ady
to u , so it may be plac d on hi gr en'
at a moment' notic. In thi he u e a
good percentag of sand. In topdressin
a r en hi m n mooth th oil out very
car fully b for it i di ag ed into th~
gra fini hing with an ab olutely tru
urfac . I hay found that plenty of . and.

y , v n 60 % and, in th topsoil is
v ry u ful, I lik to hay and that will
almo t cut your hand if you crub it
b tw n your fin rs, and that will k p
the urfa loose and fre from packin .
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serve as humus material for topdre sing.
At Columbus club, Haskin is now using
hell material that is more than two years

old. He is looking for a chemical to carry
out the rotting process in shorter time.

Sawdust a Humu ource
Southern greenkeepers may find use

for the many old sawdust piles in the
South as topdressing material. My study
of this sawdust indicates that it may be
the thing for humus material in our
greens. There seems to be no harmful
factor in it and it certainly keeps a porous
green. Most of these sawdust piles are
many years old and any organic change
has had time to take place.

In selecting topdressing material, I am
careful to find soil that will not pack and,
further, that has a light consistency. We
have found most of this material in
wooded areas, and right around the sur-
face of the ground. Many times we only
skim off 6 inches of the surface.

Of greatest value to most greens that
I have studied would be a more regular
use of sharp sand in the compost heap.
We buy ours from a sand company here
in Tallahassee, and try to secur the
coarsest and sharpest builder's sand.

Few places are able to get stable manure
and must turn to other forms of organic
matter. We have used sludge from the
Imhoff septic tanks of the sewage system,
but beware of using this matter unless

GOLFDOM

you can keep it from packin into brick-
like consistency. We are now making up
regular compo t piles of thi material,
mixed with leaves, and and wood dirt.
Such piles are placed at convenient pots
over the course, and are us d after on
year of sea oning. Every 10 week the
mixture is turned over with shovels and
if possible torn up with rake . Gras and
weeds must be k pt out of th e piles, a
they soon become rampant.

Many clubs down here have tried the
plan of having one man do all the mowing
each day and then be off for the day. In
some cases this will work well, providing
your greens are not too large and you
can fully train the right man to engin er
the mower. When I u ed thi system, I
had a negro who could mow all 1 of our
greens in 6 hours with a power greens
mower.

Power Equipment Popular
Complete motorized equipment is com-

ing to the front in the outh. For year,
use of motor equipment in maller club
was infrequent because of cheap labor,
but during the past 3 years more and
more clubs ar finding that they get a
better job and quicker ervice from th
motor outfits and they al 0 find that th
workmen give more to the job.

The man charged with keeping the
Southern golf course must appreciate that
the course is for play and mu t be kept in

Photo above how Red Stevenson, pro at the linton ce, Lock Haven, Pa., demon trating the technique
of driving to Bill Strohmeier, of the Piper Aircraft Corporation. Red and Bill have become so interested
in the other' avocation that a deal ha been worked out whereby Strohmeier instruct Stevenson in
fhing and Red turns around after each flight lesson and teache Bill the intricacie of golf. The Clinton
club's golfers ar rapidly becomin accu tomed to havin their fir t Iairwa playing interrupted by the

little cream and red Cub oupe landing by the clubhou e after R d ha. taken a flying lesson.
While Strohmeier i finding it easy to land on the Clinton cour ,the British, awaitin Inva ion b the

azi , are altering- their golf cour es so plane. can't make a landing on them. And back in America
ther '. plenty of loud wailing- that there aren't enou h air field. for em r enc u e, 0 it rna be that

th merican golf cour e itu tion, in a pinch, might uppl that deficiency.
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th b t po sible hap with th money at
hand. Thi mans that work mu t be don
on a comparativ ba is .0 that th mo t
important portion of the cour e e th
be t att ntion. Car ful u e of money i
a gr at problem in about 0 % of outhern
golf cour e. Exp ctation for playing
condition ar not a high and exacting
in th outh as in the orth rn area .
Golf co t 1 and there i le to pend
on upk ep. With con tant car of green
and t ,and the be t care po ibl under
xi sting circumstanc for fairway and

roughs the Southern gr enkeep r can do
v ry well at plea ing hi m mber hip.

At Ponte Vedra Beach, Jacksonville,
Fla., Greenkeep r Landrum train hi
crew carefully in th art of polishing the
green. By polishing I mean smoothing out
any and all rough spots, clearing out every
blade of foreign grass, keeping a uniform
stand of fine gra s on the gr en, and
cultivating a luxuriou growth of gras
for approaches and banks.

Th kind of fertilizer you u hould
be d termined by your local soil conditions.
For n w eedings I use plenty of pho -
phate, 0 that the seed will germinate
quickly and strongly. Some study may be
necessary in order to d termin the best
treatm nt for your own gr ens.

Water Deep and Long
In wat ring gre n I have found it

best to use plenty of time and water on
the banks and approache of th green.
Wh n you do water the greens, give them
a heavy drenching '0 it will go d ep and
do som real good. We have had good luck
with the smaller typ of sprinkl r, as our
water pressure is not very high and
the pr ssure type of sprinkl r therefor
will not do our work.

Wat r te , as a general rul , half as
often as you water gre ns and you will be
on the saf sid and ave mon y on your
water bill.

Thanks are du Roy Land for anoth r hint
on keeping true gre ns. R gular patching
of gr ns with topsoil will gradually
smooth out all bl mish s on th putting
surfaces. Let your men go over th gr en
dropping small handful of dirt on the
bare spots or d nts. Then hav another
man come along behind th m and smooth
out each spot of dirt with a wood rake
made from on by two strips. A quick
circular motion of th rake will smooth
th dirt into the gras and corr ct th
bad spot. After thr months of thi you
will hav no bad place from picking

15
Golf and other sports recently have spur ed

after slumps in England, Scotland and Ger-
many. Official endorsement of sports as
easers for war strain has been tacitly given.

Now, Irish golf courses are following Eng-
lish and Scotch lead in guarding against
use as landing fields by Nazi planes.

•
or from in ect . pot orforeign gra

blemi he .
Mo t golfers in the outh have realized

for year that the maintenance of putting
gre n i our chief problem. However,
other part of the cour e hould not be
n glected. Tom Lundy of Greenville, Mi .
tries to k ep hi entire golf cours 0
clean and well kept that it i practically
impo ible to 10 e a ball on the cour e.
He ay that thi i a golf builder, en-
courage more people to play the game,
and to pla more often.

10 Fair ay W kI
I have found that by u ing the fairway

mower on th cour e a much a po ibl ,
tim and mon yare saved and the player

m better satisfied-the reason being
that mo t course in th outh ar not
mowed a r gularly a tho e in the orth.
At Tallaha ee we u uall mow the fair-
way once a w ek in the ru h sea on.

Where money counts in maintenance it
will be a help toward b tter playing con-
dition if you will mow th area urround-
ing the green and out on the fairway in
front of th greens for about 30 yard .
Thi give ood conditions for ke n play
around your gr en and will satisfy your
player without r gular and costly mowing
of the entire cour e. Mow the e ar a. on
Friday for w ek end play.

Landrum, at Ponte Vedra Beach, ha
done unusually good work with his t es.
He uses centip d gras, carpet gra ., and
B rmuda grass, and get good results with
all. He evid ntly topdre se his t sand
f rtilizes them 0 a to k ep a thick,
robu t growth of gra all th y ar round.
Tt i really a pl a ur to sink your f t
into thes urfaces whil hitting a shot.

Tony P nna, whil at P n acola, was
r sponsible for orne of th fine t t . T
have ever play d from. Hi re ult w r
obtained through steady fertilizing, :regu-
lar watering, and close mowing.

Fr d Haskin, at olumbus, u e' Hat top
t with no :rise at th front. orne x-
perts in the outh em to disagr with
thi method, but Haskin has done a r -
markable job with his t e by using this
plan.

If it can b done, much hand labor can
b sav d by building or r arranging your
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teeing grounds so that the fairway units
can mow them at the time the approaches
and fronts of green areas are mowed.

A large teeing space is important as it
saves money and trouble in the long run.
Larger and flatter surfaces seem to be
coming into vogue to replace the small,
highly built clay platform of a decade ago.

At Albany, Ga., Roy Land uses a mini-
mum amount of arsenate of lead twice a
year for control of worms, etc. Arsenate
also has to be used for control of cricket
moles. We have been using regular appli-
cations of 6 lbs. diluted in water for each
1,000 sq. ft. This can be applied with
sprayer or from a barrel mounted on a
truck. On our greens, we pour a heavy
solution of water and soap flakes into the
cricket mole holes. We found that it was
not necessary to use snuff and arsenate of
lead with the soap flakes and water.

Winter Green Technique

On many of the fine courses in the
southern states, those having charge of
the greens have discover d ways and
means of planting and bringing in their
winter grass without the necessity of
using temporary greens. A schedule is
maintained so that the rye or other grass
is planted and brought in while play goes
on.

Here is the schedule as used on my
cour e in Tallahassee:

Between the 10th and 20th of October
we fertilize, apply poison, seed, and top-
dress all at one time. Tn applying fertilizer
we use a minimum amount at this time.
We use arsenate of lead only if necessary
to control c rtain insects or worms. We
eed carefully, using a seeder, and spread-

ing approximately 75 lbs. of rye seed to
a 4,000 sq. ft. green. Our topdressing is
then spread on in the usual proportions.
We ar car f'ul not to bury the Bermuda
grass too deep at the time of planting,
b cause we depend on a perman nt mat
of Bermuda to give us a cushion during
the winter months.

The next vital probl m is mowing dur-
ing the first 3 weeks after the planting of
the rye grass se d.

1. For the first 3 days aft r planting
leave your mowers at a low cut.

2. From the third day through th
tenth day cut your gr ns only wh n th y
hav to b cut. Set your mow r to cut
twice a' high a' your r gular adjustment.
Durin this stage be sure to cut the gr ens
when they are ab olutely dry. If th y ar
cut when wet, much of the young and

OI.FDOM

t nder grass will be pull d from th
ground.

3. After the tenth day you will have to
watch your green carefully becau e dif-
ferent condition will undoubtedly ari .
We usually set a chedule of mowing
r gularly every other day through th
twentieth day, at which tim th gr en
should be carefully xamin d and if they
need resowing at any point thi work mu t
be done at once. From the twentieth day
to the thirtieth day bring your mow rs
down gradually to your r gular cut. W

(Coniinu d on Page 31)

HOW TO BUILD A GREEN

.B.-Prot ctin&, &,ra y hollo with irr ul r
banks a hown.

C.C.- and pits litHn&' into b nk at right id of
gr en.

D.-Shallow draina wale, t rminatin in de p
cut in contour of gre n.

E.-Landin area for approach hot.

THE third and concluding diagram in a
erie' of 'hint on b tt r gr n con-

struction', by William Wat on not d golf
cours architect, i PI' nt d above.

re n diagrammed in Jun OLDOM was
d 'ign d to b a 1 v 1 on , built on 1 v 1
ground. Gre n pictur d in la t month"
i ue illu rtrat d a rai d (built-up) gr n,
con tructed on 1 v 1 ground. Diagram
ahoy illu trat a green built on ide hill
loping from th ] ft ride, uitabl for a

par-4 hole of m dium I ngth, Th gre n
i cut down at th 1 ft ide and approach,
and built up at right, to cur a playabl
urface.



f r cent y ar th cop of otre
Dam' athletic publicity ha be n xtend d
by achiev ments in track, ba ketball and
golf. This publicity ha be n effective in
promoting a balanced sport program for
the students, p rmitting th otr Dam
kids to 10 a football gam to th kid of
oth r chool without th happ ning being
regarded a a major disa ter, and in r -
minding th g n ral public that otre
Dam is fundam ntally an ducational,
rather than sport, in titution.

Golf Pu h d by Layden

Th balancing of port int re t ha
b n a job succe fully don by an athl tic
d partm nt head d by Elm r Layd n, one
of th fam d Four Horsemen, and nov a
bu in sman golf r of b tt r-than-av rage
p rformance.

Th chool's ath1 tic publicity balanc
of I' c nt year has b n aid d by the
presence of Walter Hag n, jr., a cap-
tain of th golf t am, and Tom h han,

17

By Herb Graffis

III dali t of the 1939 ational Amateur
champion hip, and on of th youn golf-
r who gam and conduct glorifi golf.

uddenly the public began to r aliz
that otre arne ha a golf cour of
it own. Th cour e i an 1 -hole layout
on 12 acr pr ent d to the chool by
the late Wm. J. Burk , one of th earlier
manufacturer of golf quipment. rchi-
tecturally the cour e i not one of the na-
tion' reat plant, by a long way, bu

h t K el pro-supt. of the e tabli h-
ment, ha it in fin condition on a mode t
budg and an army of tud nt find an
abundance of intere t and te ting golf in
the cour 6,455 yard. Th COUl' e wa
built in 1929-30.

ou in Fin hap

Fiv

activ in
graduated.

Ho i· thi Cor an equipm nt and tool barn I Ori inall an old hed, otre Darn pent 3,000 to
moderniz it (or rna imum Ifre nk epin ft'icienc.
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player himself, is very much of the opin-
ion that golf's great value as a character
developer and barometer makes it a ma-
jor sport for tudents who will be in the
game long after their school days hav
ended.

This writer has seen the Holderith
policy demonstrate its value to the kids
and to sports and society by the admir-
able manner in which the kids who
learned their golf manners at Notre
Dame conduct themselves as gentlemen
sportsmen.

A contoured practice putting green,

GOLI'DO~1

ing the course. For pecial work, uch a.
major weeding and trap raking and w d-
ing jobs, Keeley hir • stud nt..

These two "jews of the maintenance barn's interior ghe an idea of the :rudure's paciou ne ".

16,000 sq. ft. in area, was built in front
of the fieldhouse and adjacent to the first
tee last year. The green is well lighted
and attracts many youngsters for putting
entertainment and practice in the eve-
nings. A large practice tee and fairway
is kept in first class condition.

Every year there is considerable new
construction on the course as Keeley has
a program for gradually modernizing and
improving green design and construction
without making a drain on the school's
yearly athletic budget.

The cours development program is
aided by thr nurseries; one for bent
green sod, one for fairway sod, and one
for trees and shrubs.

Approximately 35,000 rounds in th
spring and autumn are played by the
school' 3,100 students. The playing fee
is 10 cents for 18 holes. The locker fee
is 75 cents a y ar.

Ten men ar us d by Ke ley in maintain-

•
Donald H. Rapelye, manager of the Wam-

panoag CC, West Hartford, Conn., uses a
bright idea in covering his luncheon menus.

An exact reproduction of the Wampanoag
scorecard is on the menu. It gives the golfers
something to talk about when they're waiting
for their food. Both the 60c and SSc luncheon
menus are contained by the heavy cardboard
coy r.

high in fertilizer content, and by being
held in the containers, retain moi ture.

A couple more of the ideas that Keel y
uses to good advantage involve ections of
chain link fencing. He drag 6 ft. sq.
sections of fencing after seeding and gets
excellent distribution of seed. Befor
dandelions seed fencing is dragg d behind
mower.

The quipment and tool barn i one that
most course superintendents will nvy.
It originally was an old shed which was
rebuilt by Keel y's own force, at a cost
of about $:3,000. Great use wa made of
materials mad available by the univer-
sity's constant buildin program. In th
shed are marble shower stalls, outgrown
by the university's athletic building re-
quirements.

The barn is heat d in the winter. It
has overhead doors. Among th equipment
are 2 tractor, a 7- ang fairway unit, :J
power green mow rs, 2 hand mower , and
a mower harpen r. Boxes for parts and
place for tools ar handily and neatly
arranged and maintained in battleship
fashion.

By employing facilities of th cours
maint nance departm nt the school' cam-
pus landscaping and maint nanc work is
conducted with thrift and a rna. imum of
effectivenes '.



irkwo
By Bob Johnston

tock I' omplet

Kirkwood aims to carry a compl t lin
of v rything his custom r could pur-
chase in th sporting good d partm nt of
most downtown d partm nt tor s. "Th y
don't need to go downtown for anything,"
ays Joe. "Why, last D c mb r was m

s cond bigg st month in volum of sal ,
b cau many club m mber mad th ir
Christmas purcha s in th shop."

Wh n Kirkwood first cam to Hunting-
don Va11 y, h had th ntir pro-shop
r novat d. Now it's b com too cramp d
for him and th y'r adding anoth r 20

19

Lining two ide of he
hop are a wide
and other item,

ide, parallel with



stop
A natural and important part of your servI(
is to correctly fit clubs you sell to the plarl
who buys them. You are accustomed to dOI~
this because it is as much a part of a g~
professional's job as it is for a shoe merchat
to be able to fit shoes correctly.
But why stop halfway? Why not compl~

this good work by selling your custome]
golf ball that's expertly fitted to his game,to~
You can do this today, just as easilyam

successfully as you fit clubs to the player,I
featuring Wilson's new "Player-Fitted" Go
Balls.
Here you have three fine, top-quality 71

balls expertly designed and tensioned tol
three classes of players: For the "80 or better
shooter, there's the new 19W40. For thett~

We Javor adequate pre pal




