
with him. He is either able to have turkey 
fo r Thanksgiving, or only what the sparse 
dole of the WPA worker will allow. He 
is either worrying about his investments 
or worrying without investments. If he 
is still a member of a greenkeeper organ-
ization in good standing, he does not have 
to worry at all. If he is still a member 
he is an outstanding example of what 
organized cooperation has done and can 
do. 

But it is deplorable to note tha t only a 
small portion of greenkeepers belong to 
our organizations. Only 20% of the 
greenkeepers of this country are actively 
engaged in seeking a position of promin-
ence for the profession of greenkeeping. 
There are over 4,000 greenkeepers in 
America, who can put their shoulder to 
the wheel and help batter down all ob-
stacles in the pathway to the successful 
fulfillment of our ambitions, and those 
who have organized for that purpose are 
in the minority. 

Our great need is to increase the num-
ber of members ' n all our organizations. 
We must go a f t e r the fellows who have 
been standing aloof. We must ask them 
why they are not among us, and their 
reasons for holding back. We must tell 
them what we are striving for—what our 
aims and objects are. We must show them 
tha t our organizations are represented by 
the cream of the greenkeeper crop and 
make them feel t h a t they are the losers 
if they cannot see fit to be among us. 

We must get them to join with their 
brothers of the greenkeeping profession, 
f o r its elevation, fo r f ra ternal ism, for 
education, for success. We must impress 
upon them tha t 4,000 voices will be heard 
more easily than one. If we can accom-
plish this, we can safely say tha t recogni-
tion will be ours. 

^ L T H O U G H they say the Scots are the 
thr i f ty race, tops in a bargain-hunting 

story is an actual case at a midwestern 
golf club where an American member 
came into the pro-shop with a sadly hacked 
and well-worn golf ball. 

Holding it up fo r the pro's inspection, 
the member asked: 

"How much will you allow me on this 
if I buy a new ball from you?" 

g O B RULE, golf editor of the Nash-
ville (Tenn.) Banner, has worked out 

a golf box score that brings to golf re-
ports the clear and thorough summary of 
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SOME YOUNGSTERS WOULD HAVE" A LOT OF 

FUN OUT W g O l f - |F TUEtf COULD GET 

OLD CLUBS SO m y COULD PLA4 

TURN ^oue RELICS OVER TO M0UR PRO. 

HE WILL PASS THEM ON FREE. TO EAGER AND 

DELIGHTED K ID i 

T h i s pos te r , m e a s u r i n g 15" x 2 1 " , a n d p r i n t e d 
in t w o colors , w a s m a i l e d t h e l a t t e r p a r t of 
M a y to 3 , 2 0 0 pros in as m a n y golf c lubs 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . D e s i g n e d to p r o m o t e 
m o r e p l a y of golf by e n a b l i n g y o u n g s t e r s to 
use old c lubs passed on to t h e pros, t h e poster 
is t h e l a t e s t in a ser ies of golf p r o m o t i o n ac-
t i v i t i e s sponsored by P r o - P r o m o t i o n . Pos te rs 
a re i n t e n d e d to be d i s p l a y e d in pro-shops, on 
b u l l e t i n b o a r d s , a n d a b o u t t h e f i r s t tees. M a n -
u f a c t u r e r s see in t h i s p r o m o t i o n a d i r e c t 
m e a n s to e n a b l e m a n y t h o u s a n d s of y o u n g 
go l fe rs to t a k e up t h e g a m e f o r t h e f i rs t t i m e . 

play that is provided by the box score in 
baseball. 

Rule's copyrighted system has hole-by-
hole spaces for par , winner 's and loser's 
card, birdies, eagles, put ts , stymies, pen-
alties, in sand, in rough f rom tee. 

Population Increase — A young lady 
now is No. 1 in the household of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ross Sawtelle of Stroudsburg, Pa. 
The pappy is president of Worthin ;ton 
Mower Co. Miss Clounett Sawtelle a r -
rived May 10 to contribute additional joy 
and excitement to the establishment where 
the first-born, a boy, had been in com-
mand. 

In at Last!—"Greenkeeper," a word now 
missing f r o m dictionaries, is to appear in 
the next edition of Funk & Wagnall 's 
New Standard dictionary, according to 
assurance Harold Stodola, president of 
the Minnesota Greenkeepers association 
has received f rom F r a n k H. Vizetelly, 
editor of the book. 



WHY NOT ANNUAL GREENS AWARDS? 
By R. T. Z I N K 

Greenkeeper, Shaker Heights CC , Cleveland 

MA N Y hours of earnest d iscuss ion h a v e been spent by greenkeepers in 
e f for ts to d i scover s o m e w a y in w h i c h their labors for golf w o u l d be 

recogn ized a s notable ach ievements , d e s e r v i n g of l ive ly commendat ion and 
financial returns more near ly in l ine 
w i th the responsibi l i ty the green-
keeper m u s t a s s u m e at h i s course . 
F r e q u e n t l y heard i s the compla int 
that the greenkeeper s p e n d s free ly 
from his o w n rather smal l income in 
acquir ing a technical educat ion in turf 
culture and maintenance m e t h o d s , ap-
plies h i s k n o w l e d g e e f f ec t i ve ly in eco-
nomica l and first c las s c o n d i t i o n i n g of 
h i s course , but remains u n k n o w n t o 
the major i ty of his c lub's members . 
In these d i scuss ions a m o n g green-
keepers y o u o f t en hear reference to 
the far-reaching reputat ions of pro-
fes s iona l s and h o w s u c h f a m e has an 
actual c a s h va lue to the profess ionals . 

When one analyzes the statements 
comparing the fame of the pros and the 
almost anonymous s ta tus of greenkeep-
ers, there is one fac tor usually over-
looked. Not all pros are famous. Green-
keepers are apt to forget tha t there are 
many hundreds of non-tournament pros 
who are handling their jobs well, but 
who are practically unknown away f rom 
their own clubs. From time to time you 
may hear these men complain about the 
jobs, the money and the glory going to 
the tournament pro while the pro who 
stays a t home teaching and handling 
other club duties diligently often fai ls 
to receive his due share of esteem and 

Value in 
Competition 

Considering these phases of the golf 
business we come to the inevitable con-
clusion tha t competition not only is the 
life of t rade, but the life of progress 
in every department of club operations. 

The famous pro s ta rs who have won 
major championships get the i r names 
headlined in the newspapers and in 
locker-room conversation because they 
won in competition. The National Open 
champion isn' t necessarily the country's 
best golfer, but he happened to be f a -

vored by for tune and by having his game 
bet ter than those of the rest of the field 
jus t a t the r ight time, even though the 
r ight time might last only four rounds. 

However, the winner of the National 
Open was compared with other foremost 
golfers of the country for those fou r 
rounds and he came out first. Tha t 
makes him famous. Other fellows may 
beat him by many strokes in another 
tournament a few weeks a f t e r the Na-
tional Open; still the Open winner re-
ta ins his reputation and his name in the 
record books. 

We can apply the competitive line of 
reasoning to greenkeeping and I believe 
t ha t we may find a valuable lead toward 
solution of the greenkeepers' problem of 
making themselves prominently and f a -
vorably known to the public. 

Many Awards 
A r e P o s s i b l e 

There are many of greenkeeping's 
myriad aspects t ha t could be put on a 
competitive basis so tha t outstanding 
achievements of greenkeepers could be 
determined by exper t juries of other 
greenkeepers, and awards of medals, 
plaques or even dignified printed awards 
could be made for display a t the winners ' 
clubs. 

News of such awards would make 
newspaper publicity and although the 
publicity would not be of spectacular 
character like tha t of sporting events, 
it would be sound and valuable publicity 
along the lines of the various awards 
given annually to scientists. 

This would be the sort of publicity 
on which our reputat ions as masters of 
greenkeeping would have to be based and 
which would establish plainly our quali-
fications for reasonable earnings f rom 
our profession. 

I t is perfectly t rue tha t greenkeepers 
a t some older, properly constructed, ade-
quately financed courses would have the 



advantage in winn ing some of the re-
wards , but there should be wide enough 
scope of awards t o give each able and 
ingenious man an opportuni ty to receive 

r f r o m his fellows recognition of his supe-
r ior performance. If we do not, or can 
not, g r an t to those among us in green-
keeping a generous and well mer i ted 
evidence of signally successful work t h a t 
has been done, then we have no license 
to complain about our fa i lu re to receive 
w a r m e r recognition f r o m the gol fers and 
our clubs. 

Idea Is 
Practical 

I have no doubt t h a t this suggest ion 
of competitive judg ings of greenkeeping 
work and results , or of ideas contr ibuted 
to the general or specific advance of golf 
course maintenance, will be pronounced 
by some of my comrades in the profes -
sion as an impract ical and dangerous 
idea. They will cite the pract ical im-
possibility of mak ing course main tenance 
cost comparisons as evidence of the im-
possibility of compar ing any phase of 
golf course work. To t ha t cri t icism I 
can only plead f o r a breadth of vision 
and a determined scientific ambit ion to 
a r r ive a t f a i r methods of comparisons, 
when comparisons mus t be made. And 
cer ta inly in any competitive a f fa i r , com-
par isons a re inevitable. However, a w a r d s 
migh t be made annual ly fo r such per -
formances as the most pract ical and 
valuable contr ibution to main tenance 
machinery upkeep, which would not nec-
essar i ly involve comparison of the work-
ing conditions or machinery a t d i f ferent 
courses. 

Judges each yea r would be disqualified 
f r o m enter ing the competition. The se-
lection of judges annua l ly would be an 
impor tan t p a r t of the competition, f o r 
men of unquestioned ability, f r e e f r o m 
bias and willingness to make the sacr i -
fice of t ime required fo r the i r t a sk , 
would have to be chosen. Any m a n 
named as a judge would be receiving 
f r o m his associates the most sincere en-
dorsement of h is s t and ing as a g reen-
keeper. 

Such competitive a f f a i r s as I sugges t 
could be conducted sectionally, wi th t he 
resul ts direct ing club officials' and mem-
bers ' at tention to the charac ter of t he 
greenkeepers ' work. By giving clubs 
something to b r a g about when an a w a r d 
was made, the clubs would inevi tably 
boast of the achievements of the i r g reen-
keepers. 

I t is to be expected t h a t the re would 
be jealousies, d isappointments and cri t i-
cisms in greenkeeping competitions, j u s t 
as t he re a r e in golf tournaments . But 
it mus t be admit ted t h a t t he res t of the 
field doesn' t suffer any reduct ion in in-
come because one man wins, and t h a t 
man ' s increased ea rn ing power tends to 
improve the chances fo r o ther contenders. 

With t he m a n y sectional meet ings t h a t 
a re held each year it should not be di f -
ficult f o r some exper imental work to be 
done a long th i s competit ive a w a r d line. 
The var ious sectional greenkeeper asso-
ciation officials could exchange in fo rma-
tion on the competitions wi th an idea to 
the eventual s tandardiza t ion of green-
keeping competitions on a sectional 
judg ing basis . 

One mus t admi t t h a t the g r e a t increase 
in the number of sectional Open golf 
t ou rnamen t s made by the Professional 
Golfers ' Association's f o r m e r tou rnamen t 
bureau manage r , Bob Har low, had a def-
inite r e su l t in increasing p ro salaries. 
Men had more opportuni t ies f o r publicity 
and es tabl ishment of r epu ta t ions based on 
competitive per formances . 

We mus t remember t h a t competition 
made profess ional golf. The ear l ier pro-
fessionals in th is country were engaged 
fo r t he i r greenkeeping work. When the 
competition in playing gave professionals 
chances f o r ge t t ing into t h e public eye, 
the profess ionals profited g rea t ly by th is 
development. Those p layers l e f t the 
greenkeeping p a r t of the i r work f o r the 
more p rominen t and more profi table work 
of p lay ing in competitions. We have 
seen, too, t h a t renown won in competitive 
golf did much to break down the caste 
system t h a t fo rmer ly h ad the Bri t ish 
pros in a sor ry social-economic state . 

S tudy and constructive discussion de-
voted to f o r m u l a t i n g s t a n d a r d s of com-
petition al lowing us to demons t ra te our 
comparat ive r a t i ngs in va r ious phases of 
greenkeeping will do a whole lot more 
good f o r u s t h a n our p resen t r a t h e r aim-
less l amen t s about the d iscouraging con-
ditions in t he greenkeeping profession. 

No Definite Rule—GOLFDOM receives 
numerous requests f o r in format ion re-
gard ing conditions under which the stroke 
of "s t roke and dis tance" pena l ty is re-
mitted f o r out of bounds in a national 
championship. There is no definite rule 
about the number of "out of bounds" holes 
a course m u s t have to waive the stroke 
penalty. The USGA makes the ru l ing 
covering special cases, which a r e rare . 



HERE'S SOME 
MORE ABOUT 

TEACHERS' COLLEGE 
OF GOLF BADLY 

NEEDED BY PROS 

By W. C. JACKSON 

The case of Ezra Applesauce, farm hand 
who turned part of his pappy's roadside 
acreage into a dr iv ing range, hung up a 
sign "Erza Applesauce, Pro," and thus be-
came a pro, obviously stirred pro thought 
on both sides of the At lant ic . 

Ezra's brief history first was pr inted in 
t January G O L F D O M . Since then there 

have been several comments on Pro 
Applesauce received and pr inted by 
G O L F D O M . 

Now comes W . C . Jackson, pro-supt. a t 
Camargo club, the swanky establishment 
in the Cinc innat i distr ict , with a sugges-
t ion springing f rom Johnny Takach's tale 
of Ezra, the overnight pro. 

And from " G o l f i n g " of London, an au-
thor i ty in British gol f , comes an art ic le 
by N. B. Laikeley, headed "Doctors and 
Quacks—A Test for Gol f Instructors." 
Looks like Ezra started something. 

£ READ in GOLFDOM not very long ago 
an article by Johnny Takach, entitled, 

"Ezra Applesauce," and a reply by C. V. 
Anderson, which I think has started some-
thing. However, I don't agree with either 
article in entirety. In the first place, we 
will admit the premise that golf instruc-
tion is a science. In order to teach a 
science — or anything — for that matter, 
you have to know how to teach as well 
as to know your subject. 

I agree heartily with Myles Coen who 
wrote that one has to know human nature; 
that a large par t of teaching is psycho-
logical. But when one condemns an ama-
teur who reaches the finals in a state 
championship and accepts a position as a 
professional immediately afterwards, as 
a bad teacher, you may be wrong. He 
might have been a teacher—of anything— 
before tha t time. And if he reaches the 
finals of a state championship, he may 
have practiced or played the game suf-
ficiently to be a good teacher of golf. 

There are plenty of people, profes-
sionals and otherwise, who know enough 
about the game to teach it but lack the 
ability to teach. Let us take fo r example, 
Eugene Grace, president of the Bethle-
hem Steel Co. He applies the principles 
of economics in the manufacture of steel 
and he knows a lot about economics. Is 
he necessarily qualified to be the Profes-
sor of Economics at Yale university? 
Not unless he has been taught to be a 
teacher. 

There is a professional who is one of 
the oldest in the country. He has served 

all the apprenticeships there are to serve, 
plays a magnificent game of golf, has a 
fine job and runs his golf shop in the 
most efficient manner. Yet he can't teach 
for sour apples—and never will! 

Coen brings up the point that profes-
sionals are made overnight f rom f a r m 
boys, caddies and what not. What quali-
fies them to be golf teachers? Nothing. 
Their minds have not been developed an-
alytically. They have never been taught 
the fluency of language needed for a sim-
plified expression of their thoughts. But 
neither have the apprentices or assistants, 
who have put in a number of years in a 
golf shop. 

What is the solution? Frankly, you 
have me stumped there. 

Says PGA Is 
Trade Association 

Assuming again tha t golf is a science, 
the PGA in its present structure, is not 
an organization for the fur therance of a 
science. It functions more as a t rade 
organization, stressing the sale of goods. 
And with the help of GOLFDOM, I must 
admit that it is bearing f ru i t along tha t 
line. 

On the other hand, doctors of medicine 
—who are students of science—have an 
organization, hold conventions and clinics, 
and devote the entire time to the study 
of the practice of medicine—not to the 
sale of it. 

Our solution would be a Teacher's Col-
lege of Golf. If the PGA would s ta r t a 
fund for such an institution, however 
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FLY-WHEEL 
ACTION 

The Hol-Hi Fly-wheel Demonstrator, the 
greatest interest arouser and sales maker 

ever put behind a golf hall. 

The Wilson Hol-Hi K-28 is the only ball 
that backs its claim for superiority with 
a specific, reason-why:—Fly-wheel action. 

The Wilson Hol-Hi K-28 is the only 
golf ball that demonstrates the stroke-
saving advantage of Fly-wheel action in 
actual play. 

Be sure to display theHol-Hi K-28dem-
onstrator prominently on your counter. 
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small, i t would be a step in the r i gh t 
direction. While a t first such a school 
might be able to g r ad u a t e only a few, 
g radua l ly the golf clubs of the country 
would have enough confidence in the work, 
t h a t men sent them f r o m this college 
would be p re fe r red as competent teach-
ers. The pres t ige of the P G A would rise 
beyond all present hope, and take i ts 
r igh t fu l place in the golf development in 
this country. Clubs would be protected 
aga ins t unqualified pro per formance . 

Only unti l then can the P G A do much 
to be t te r i tself . At present , if you serve 
an apprent iceship fo r so m a n y years in 
a golf shop under a recognized profes-
sional, you can become a member of the 
PGA, and qualified as an ins t ructor . Not 
enough. You might spend f o r t y years in 
a golf shop and never be a competent 
ins t ructor . 

I hope th i s s t a r t s an constructive a r -
gument , and I am will ing to help any 
movement in the r ight direction. I am a 
member of the PGA; I am a college grad-
ua te ; I was also an " E z r a Applesauce." 
But I am also egotistical enough to be-
lieve tha t I am a good teacher and duly 
qualified to en te r th is a rgumen t . 

DOCTORS and QUACKS 
A Test for Gol f Instructors 

By N. B. LAIKELEY 

{In "Golfing", London) 

i ' J ' H E R E are too many quack doctors 
about, ' said J . H. Taylor a yea r or two 

ago, in discussing the defects of present-
day golf teaching, and he put forward a 
proposal tha t a board of examiners should 
be set up, preferably under t he auspices 
of the PGA, to issue diplomas only to 
those who could s a t i s f y the examiners tha t 
they knew the job thoroughly . It still 
seems to me an excellent suggestion, be-
cause at the present t ime professional golf 
teaching is nothing like as good as it 
ought to be. 

The problem is s ta ted f r o m the Ameri-
can viewpoint in a recent issue of GOLF-
DOM by Johnny Takach, the professional 
to the Blackheath Country Club. ' E z r a 
Applesauce 's paw's f a rm is on the r^a'n 
h ighway a t the edge of town. Ez ra ' s done 
a little caddying. F a r m i n g doesn' t make 
enough money f o r Ezra . So he mows a 
spot in the f ron t 40, sets up distance mark-
ers, builds some tees, and has himself 
a pract ice range . 

' E z r a p u t s up a s i g n : " E z r a Apple-

sauce, Golf P ro . " W h y shouldn' t t he 
suckers believe i t? E z r a does. Golfers 
and fishermen a r e much alike. They' l l 
t r y a n y kind of ba i t and if it catches a 
fish now and then they don't stop to 
think t ha t they might be doing a lot 
bet ter . 

'Most golfers will accept p laying ad-
vice f r o m pract ical ly anyone, and if he ' s 
lucky enough to h i t one s t ra igh t long ball 
r i g h t a f t e r ge t t ing the advice he s t ays 
"so ld"—for a time. Tha t ' s what sets E z r a 
Applesauce up in business as a pro. E z r a 
may meet a golf club member or official 
who's s t rong in a club political s i tua t ion 
and before long Ez is a pro a t a golf club 
wi th widened oppor tuni ty f o r fooling ig-
no ran t ly wi th the games of hopefu l 
golfers . ' 

Few Pros Will 
Guarantee Resul ts 

Hundreds of go l fe rs would be wil l ing 
to p a y handsomely f o r instruction in t he 
game if they could find a teacher who 
wTould guaran tee results . But how m a n y 
golf professionals would care to allow 
the i r remunera t ion f o r lessons to be based 
on the extent to which they brought t h e i r 
pupi ls ' handicaps down? In China, I a m 
told, physicians a r e paid on the logical 
p lan of receiving a stipend f r o m each 
pa t i en t so long as he remains in good 
hea l th , but a s soon a s he fa l l s ill t h e y 
a r e docked of the i r fees unt i l they make 
him well again . T h e golf doctor, how-
ever, would f a r e r a t h e r badly u n d e r a 
s imilar a r rangement , f o r most of his pa-
t i en t s would be in the chronic condition 
of being 'off ' w h a t they a r e pleased to 
call t he i r g a m e ! 

There is no doubt tha t golf p ro fes -
sionals both in America and the Conti-
nent make f a r more money f r o m teach-
ing t h a n they do here, and I a m a f r a i d 
t he reason is simply t h a t in America an d 
the Continent the pros make a more care-
f u l s tudy of teaching. On this side of 
the At lant ic a t remendous amoun t of 
h a r m has been done by the universa l 
acceptance of the idea tha t if a p ro fes -
sional was a good player he mus t a s a 
m a t t e r of course also be a good teacher . 
Such a claim contains an obvious fa l lacy , 
since i t is clear t h a t a man may know 
every th ing about the golf swing and yet 
know noth ing about teaching, even as 
some caddies, of whom we have all h ad 
experience, seem to know every th ing 
abou t golf and noth ing whatever about 
caddying. If the Professional Golfers ' 
Association would embark upon some 
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scheme f o r t raining young pros in the 
a r t of impart ing their skill to others, they 
would benefit both the professionals and 
their pupils. The idea t h a t the man who 
could tu rn in the lowest score in big tour-
naments was the best teacher had per-
haps a certain substra tum of t ru th in the 
old days, when most people were content 
to learn by imitation, fo r the best golfer 
was fa i r ly likely to be the best model to 
copy. But in these scientific days, when 
we are all t rying to be golfing machines, 
we want an instructor who can explain 
to us, a t least in a rough and ready sort 
of way, how the machine works. 

In the States where before the depres-
sion hundreds of pros were so successful 
as teachers tha t they were kept busy 
throughout the summer giving lessons 
f rom morn to night and did not get a 
chance to play in a tournament from one 
year 's end to another, the tournament 
player and the teacher a re entirely sepa-
rate. You used to hear i t put forward 

• as an excuse for the fa i lure of the British 
pros agains t the Americans tha t they 
were competing against men who were 
playing big golf f rom J a n u a r y to De-
cember, while the British players are too 
busy giving lessons to be able to get as 
much practice as they need. I t is a t least 
possible t h a t the converse is equally true, 
and tha t the British pro of ten fails as an 
instructor because he has been so busy 
chasing the will-o-the-wisp of tournament 
success t h a t he has never had sufficient 
t ime to study the a r t of teaching. Yet a 
young pro who could t ra in himself to be 
a really first-class teacher would prob-
ably make more money in the long run 
than all but the most successful of the 
gladiators. 

Are Pros Doctors 
or I n s t r u c t o r s ? 

The chief defect of golf teaching a t the 
present time, as it seems to me, is tha t it 
is critical ra ther than constructive. Even 
the pros who really do know their job, 
are golf doctors ra the r than golf instruc-
tors, bet ter at spotting f au l t s in a swing 
tha t is already formed, and helping us to 
'iron out the kinks' than a t telling an 
absolute beginner how he is to s tar t . In-
deed, you will find t h a t the pro who has 
to teach a would-be golfer who has never 
had a driver in his hand before, is often 
completely a t sea unti l he has actually 
got the pupil swinging the club. Then 
he can begin to point out where the pupil 
is going wrong. But as a rule he lacks 
any sort of language in which to explain 

to the pupil how he is to swing the club 
correctly. I should be very glad indeed 
to see the Professional Golfer's Associa-
tion issuing an official 'manual of in-
struction fo r golf instructors ' t ha t would 
help the average professional over this 
and other hurdles. 

Tips Enough 
for English Golfer 

The average Englishman, and still 
more the average English golfer, has no 
patience for the scientific analysis which 
is such a passion with his opposite num-
ber in the States. The Englishman is con-
tent to receive his golf instruction in the 
fo rm of 'tips, ' unsupported by any rea-
soning, and even with regard to these he 
displays an amazing faculty fo r seizing 
upon some picturesque detail to the com-
plete neglect of the essential idea. If you 
want an example of this, you have only to 
ask any golfer on this side of the Atlantic 
to describe to you the overlapping, or, 
as it is commonly called, the Vardon, 
grip. I t is a hundred to one tha t he will 
tell you tha t the chief point about it is 
t ha t the little finger of the r ight hand is 
allowed to overlap the forefinger of the 
lef t . And he will usually be quite con-
tent to leave it at that . 

The picturesque detail about the r ight 
little finger r iding in the hollow between 
the fore and middle fingers of the lef t , 
is the point tha t has taken his fancy. 
I t simply does not occur to him t h a t it 
can mat ter very little what you do with 
the r ight little finger once you have de-
cided to loosen the grip of the r ight hand 
by taking tha t par t icular finger off the 
club. Still less does he stop to consider 
t ha t the position of the fingers t ha t are 
to be employed in gripping the club is 
likely to be of more vital importance than 
the position of the one finger t h a t is 
not to be used. And the basic idea be-
hind i t all, the idea of adopting a grip 
t ha t will ensure the left hand being in 
control fo r the first three-fourths of the 
swing, means absolutely nothing to him. 

I t may not be literally t rue t ha t the 
American cracks all swing alike, while 
the British champions swing in all sorts 
of different ways, but it is the case tha t 
British golfers a re more interested in 
studying the differences between individ-
ual players, while Americans a re concen-
t r a t i ng on the fac tors tha t are common 
to the majori ty. And I feel sure t ha t the 
la t ter is the plan t ha t will produce the 
sounder theory of play and in the long 
run the better golfers. 




