
in the past nine months and much more 
will he spent within the next t h r ee months . 
We have accomplished much, by improv-
ing, beau t i fy ing and " sa t i s fy ing . " Two 
greens jus t completed were rebu i l t f rom 
our own nurse ry . Looking ahead we saw 
the need of new greens, realized the cost 
of good sod, so immediately put our men 
to work on a ben t nursery in the odd t imes 
when they a re needed on the course but 
can ' t be used for a couple of hours . In 
tha t way, we had on hand enough greens 
mater ia ls a t no extra cost wi th t h e excep-
tion of a l i t t le seed and fer t i l izers . 

This is only one way of economizing. We 
wish t h a t we could have done more . Our 
budget was necessar i ly small bu t I venture 
to say tha t few other clubs have done as 
well. 

Food Concession to Chinese 
The dining room has been given to a 

group of Chinese to run and manage . The 
Chinese a re ideally suited for th i s pur-
pose, giving good menus and splendid 
service and adding to the "local color." 
We will not know just how fa r ahead of 
the game they a re until next June , t he end 
of the fiscal year for the dining room, at 
which t ime we expect these Or ien ta l s will 
show a goodly profit. 

Bars a t clubs have been known to be 
losing proposit ions, but our bar , even be-
fore liquor sales began, showed a large 
profit. This was due to ca re fu l check and 
studying of overhead, and the buying. It 
is our policy to have the r ight price for 
everything; by tha t I mean, a p r i ce low 
enough to be ent ic ing yet high enough to 
clear expenses with a small profit.. We 
do not t ry to make large profi ts on one 
thing to offset the loss on ano the r . We 
try to s tay in the "black" and at t h e same 
time to sa t i s fy t h e members . In th i s way 
we can opera te in competit ion wi th large 
concerns and give value for value. 

Next year we hope to perfect t he things 
we lacked t ime to do this year , cont inue 
the improvemen t s on course and club-
house, and real ly stand out as t h e club 
that is opera t ing at a small fee bu t a club 
tha t is an ideal one to which to belong. 
Naturally, t he coming year will t a k e more 
capital, but consider ing the f ac t tha t we 
had to s tar t with a few members and work 
up, and t h a t we will s ta r t out wi th our 
quota this coming year, we an t i c ipa te little 
difficulty. We have proved to ourselves 
tha t it "can be done." 

Short Course tor Pros Being 
Considered by PGA 

X / A L U E OF g r eenkeepe r s ' short courses 
* as conducted a t a n u m b e r of universi-

t ies is responsible for PGA officials con-
sider ing the es tab l i shment of short courses 
in pro depa r tmen t opera t ion . 

P r e s e n t plans con templa te the organi-
zation of a shor t course to be held in Chi-
cago in late March or ear ly April th i s year 
as an exper imenta l effort . If it is success-
ful, t he work will be extended to o ther 
sect ions. 

The PGA educat ional commit tee is 
s tudying the short course proposition and 
has t en t a t ive plans for a two-day ses-
sion which will p resen t au thor i t a t ive t reat-
m e n t of ins t ruct ion m e t h o d s by several 
success fu l ins t ructors , sa lesmansh ip lec-
tu res by nat ionally p rominen t sales au-
thor i t ies , s tudies and addres ses on shop 
layout, decoration, adver t i s ing account ing 
and club relat ions. 

It is planned to l imit t h e a t t endance at 
the first pro depa r tmen t shor t course to 
35 PGA members , i n a s m u c h as the expe-
r ience a t greenkeeping shor t courses h a s 
shown t h a t a limited membersh ip pe rmi t s 
persona l a t tent ion to t h e problems of t h e 
individual pupil and a s s u r e s the a t tend-
ance of only those who a re earnes t ly in 
the spir i t of the session. 

Profess iona ls in midwes te rn t e r r i to ry 
who a re interested in t h e proposed shor t 
course and desire to m a k e ear ly reserva-
tion for the avai lable places are request-

• ed to apply promptly to the Educat ional 
Commit tee , Profess ional Golfers Assn., 
F i r s t Nat ional Bank Bldg., Chicago. 

Rutgers Sixth Turf Short 
Course, Feb. 19-23 

C l X T H ANNUAL shor t course in turf 
** m a n a g e m e n t a t R u t g e r s Univers i ty will 
be held February 19-23 inclusive. Resi-
dents of all s ta tes a re eligible for course 
reg is t ra t ion , which is l imited to 6ft. 

P r o g r a m is given u n d e r the leadership 
of Dr. Howard B. Sprague , professor of 
agronomy, and p resen t s a pract ical and 
broad r ange with severa l of the count ry ' s 
noted turf experts , m e m b e r s of Ru tge r s ' 
facul ty , handl ing the a s s ignments . 

A cha rge of $10 is m a d e for reg is t ra -
tion. A fee of $1.00 is cha rged for out l ines 
of l ec tures . Full deta i l s and applicat ion 
b lanks for admission m a y be secured f rom 
F. G. Helyer , New Brunswick . N. J. 



Massachusetts State College to 
Sponsor Recreation Confab 

SOMETHING new and di f ferent in edu-
ca t ional conferences is scheduled for 
March 15, 16 and 17 a t Massachuse t t s 

S ta t e college, when tha t ins t i tu t ion will 
sponsor a meet ing to bring together the 
leading groups and agencies in teres ted in 
outdoor recreat ion. 

As has been suggested by Pres ident 
Roosevelt , the new leisure b rought about 
by t h e NRA and other federa l projec ts 
needs guidance to prevent it f rom being 
deflected into channels t ha t a re unheal thy 
both f rom individual and nat ional stand-
points. T h e r e are many technical prob-
lems to be considered and the i r solution 
hinges on the ability of al l recreat ional 
agencies to co-ordinate the i r work for the 
be t t e r conservat ion, ma in tenance , improve-
m e n t and utilization of our na tu ra l re-
sources . In par t icular it is necessary to 
sell hea l thy recreat ion to the public. 

The Massachuse t t s conference will be 
the first mee t ing of prac t ica l men since 
the new leisure became a fac t . Five sec-
t ions a re planned— Golf, F ish and Game, 
Win te r Sports , Fores t Recreat ion, and 
l a n d s c a p e Recreat ion—and separa te day-
t ime p rog rams have a l ready been tenta-
t ively set up for each group. In the eve-
nings, all groups will combine to take up 
m a t t e r s of common in te res t to all recrea-
t ional groups. 

Consider ing the t en ta t ive p r o g r a m 
planned for the Golf sect ion of the con-
f e r ence (and each of the four o ther groups 
will have similar mee t ings ) it is obvious 
t h a t the three-day mee t is one of the finest 
t h ings ever planned for the u l t imate bene-
fit of the genera l public. P rog ram details, 
sub jec t to change, a r e : 

On March 16, the morn ing conference 
will be spl i t into four groups—municipal 
course super in tendents , daily fee owners 
and manager s , pr ivate club managers , and 
pro golfers—and each group will t ake up 
considera t ion of i ts immed ia t e problems. 
The a f t e rnoon session will l ikewise be 
spli t , but the division will not be made 
accord ing to the type of golf course but 
r a t h e r Into professions, m a n a g e r s meet-
ing in one hall, g r eenkeepe r s in a second 
and pros in a third. 

All sections of the conference will com-
bine for the evening meeting and t a lks 
on golf, conservat ion, fish and game, and 
lan'dscaping are planned. 

March 17 will find the club m a n a g e r s 
assembl ing in the morning for considera-
tion of winter use of the clubhouse, while 
g reenkeeper s will deal with spor ts tur f 
and the relat ion of golf construct ion to rec-
rea t ion . P a r k super in tenden ts and pro 
gol fers will also be busy with t imely pro-
g r a m s of the i r own. 

In the a f te rnoon, t he ent ire golf section 
of the conference will be addressed a s a 
uni t on a var ie ty of impor tant subjects , in-
cluding methods of handl ing course appro-
priat ions, in te rp re ta t ion of golf s ta t i s t ics , 
club managers ' pa r t in recreat ion, and fly-
cas t ing as a club sport . As on the day 
before, a ser ies of papers will be read a t 
t he evening assembly before all in at-
t endance a t t h e conference. 

High light of t he Sunday sessions, 
March 18, will be an address by Governor 
Ely of Massachuse t t s . 

An impor tan t pa r t of the Recreat ional 
Conference will be the exhibition of all 
the tools of recreat ion — main tenance 
equipment , playing equipment , spor ts dem-
ons t ra t ions and the like. Leading man-
u fac tu re r s a re being invited to supply this 
valuable f ea tu re of the meet ing and f rom 
presen t indicat ions the displays will in 
themselves make a t t endance well worth 
while. 

The conference is open to all who ca re 
to a t tend, p resen t es t imates of the final 
n u m b e r runn ing anywhere f rom 1,000 to 
4,000 men for t he t h r ee days. 

Full informat ion is obtainable f rom L. S. 
Dickinson, Massachuse t t s S ta te College, 
Amhers t , who is in charge of t h e golf sec-
tion of the conference . 

COR A CLUB to be successful ly run, it is 
' essent ia l t ha t i ts employes be paid 
wages commensura t e with wha t they a re 
wor th . You can ' t expect an underpa id 
employe to t a k e much in te res t in his 
w o r k ; he'll only per form his duties to the 
ex t en t necessa ry to hold his job. 
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Greenkeepers at Annual Meet 
See Brighter Skies Ahead 

By JOE GRAFFIS 

RAYS OF HOPE beamed on the green-
keepers who managed to squeeze 
enough out of their personal budgets 

a t a t tend the e ighth annual convent ion and 
exhibition of the National Associat ion of 
Greenkeepers of America, which concluded 
Feb. 2 a t P i t t sbu rgh , Pa. 

At tendance was not large, but consider-
ing the t imes tha t ' s nothing to be alarm-
ing. The g reenkeepers spend t h e i r own 
money coming to the convention to pick 
up something for the benefit of t h e i r clubs 
and there a re not many indus t r ies whose 
super in tendents would come to a n indus-
trial meet ing unless on the company ' s ex-
pense account . Equipment and supply 
sales by t h e exhibi tors at the convent ion 
were poor a l though lively buying in t e res t 
and promise was in evidence. Judging 
f rom express ions at P i t t sburgh the green-
keepers and the i r chairmen a re work ing in 
close harmony be t t e r than ever before , so 
equipment purchases now are m a d e when 
both the g reenkeeper and his cha i rman 
can sit in toge the r and wres t le wi th the 
budget problem back home. 

Two phases of the equipment bus iness 
were s t andou t s ; fa i rway wa t e r i ng and 
power greens mowing. The Irr igat ion 
equipment m a k e r s reported record vol-
umes of bus iness on hand and power 
green mower m a n u f a c t u r e r s spoke of a 
s teady inc rease in business dur ing the de-
pression. 

For the first t ime in the associa t ion 's 
eight years a Canadian, Wil l iam J . San-
som of the Toronto G. C., Long Branch, 
Ont., was elected president . J o h n Mac-
Gregor, previous president , r e f u s e d a sec-
ond te rm. Elect ion of Sansom and other 
officers was accomplished with a min imum 
of d is turbing politics. The Sansom elec-
tion was pa r t of the aim to m a k e t h e ter-
ri torial scope of the associat ion broader . 

^ There are 25 sect ional g reenkeepe r s ' or-
ganizations, a number of which a r e not 
affiliated wi th t h e nat ional body, and the 
associat ion 's ambit ion is to r e o r g a n i z e on 
a basis t ha t will weld all of t h e s e groups 
together for power in promoting the green-

keepers ' in teres ts . The plan contemplated 
is somewha t along the l ines of the PGA. 
with each section hav ing delegate repre-
sen ta t ion a t the convent ion. It is proposed 
to pay delegates ' convent ion expenses 
when they come more t h a n 500 miles to 
the scene of t he convent ion. 

Sansom's home town of Toronto is to 
have t h e 1935 convent ion. French Lick 
put in a bid, calling a t t en t ion to the ease 
of demons t r a t ing equ ipment on the golf 
course r igh t outside the convent ion hall. 

Green Section Work Continues 
Greenkeepers who h a v e been crying 

about t he enforced cu r t a i lmen t of Green 
Section act ivi t ies because of lack of USGA 
funds were t remendous ly cheered by Gan-
son Depew, cha i rman of t he Green Section, 
who was the headl ine speake r a t t h e as-
sociat ion 's annual banquet . Depew indi-
cated t h a t the USGA migh t soon announce 
tha t it was agreeable to the sect ional 
sol ici tat ion of funds for ma in tenance of 
turf ga rdens and o the r r esea rch work ; 
these f u n d s to be spent in t h e section f rom 
which they were subscr ibed and under the 
coordina t ing supervision of the USGA. 

T h e g reenkeepers ' apprec ia t ion of USGA 
act ion in continuing the vi tal work of the 
Green Section was expressed in m a k i n g 
H e r b e r t Jaques , p res ident of the USGA, 
one of the associat ion 's few honorary 
member s . 

I n t e r e s t and action in th i s ma t t e r prob-

N A G A N E W O F F I C I A L S 

P r e s i d e n t — W . J . S a n s o m , T o r o n t o ( O n t . ) G . C . 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t — F r e d B u r k h a r d t , W e s t w o o d C . C . ( 

C l e v e l a n d . 

S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r — A . J . B r a n d o n , S t . C h a r l e s 
(III.) C . C . 

P r e s i d e n t E m e r i t u s — C o l . J o h n M o r l e y , Y o u n g s -
t o w n ( O . ) C . C . 

D i r e c t o r s — L . J . Feser , J o h n A n d e r s o n , E d w a r d B. 
D e a r i e , J r . , J a c k G o r m l e y , J o h n Qua i l l , R o b e r t 
S c o t t . 



ably is one of the most s ignif icant develop-
men t s in the golf field dur ing the past 10 
years . In importance to each golfer, the 
USGA's determinat ion to main ta in the 
Green Section work undoubtedly r anks 
ahead of the balloon ball subject which 
caused so much comment several years 
back. W i t h budgets hacked to the limit 
and clubs in keen compet i t ion for mem-
bers, course condit ioning during depres-
sion years has been a baffling problem. 
From an a t t i tude of suspicion and harsh 
cr i t ic ism the g reenkeeper s switched to a 
position of lively g ra t e fu lnes s and appre-
ciation of Green Section service. There 
can be no denying tha t had it not been 
for Green Section pract ical aid to the 
greenkeepers , budget cuts would have re-
sulted in the general s t a n d a r d of course 
main tenance dropping decidedly. 

J u s t w h a t definite announcemen t the 
USGA will make on th is m a t t e r is not 
known. Merely the tip-off came from 
Depew a t Pi t t sburgh, but it was enough to 
give high hope to the greenkeepers . Now 
if the clubs tha t employ these green-
keepers and burden them with responsibil-
ity will take subs tant ia l in teres t in the 
Green Section and kick in instead of rid-
ing on a pass, golf will cont inue to benefit 
f rom Green Section work. 

Get Down to Earth 
T h e program of the educat ional confer-

ence th is year was s tr ic t ly a down-to-earth 
proposit ion. A. L. Brandon, super in tendent 
of St. Charles (111.) CC, pres ided at the 
conference . 

John McGregor in his pres ident address 
told of t he tough breaks the greenkeepers 
had been having with the root of all evil. 
Not only had many of the fo rmer members 
been compelled t o pass up payment of 
their associat ion dues but the association 
funds , built up mainly f rom sale of exhibit 
space, had been tied up t igh te r than a wet 
t rue-lovers ' knot in a Cleveland bank, with 
dismal prospects of subs tan t ia l salvage. 
John also related t roubles in get t ing 
launched an official bul le t in for the asso-
ciation. This job finally was turned over 
to Leo Feser , who has handled it excel-
lently in its proper func t ion as an associa-
tion in te rna l medium. Sectional support 
made possible the s ta r t of the bulletin. 

McGregor expressed his g ra t i tude for 
the cooperat ion his admin is t ra t ion re-
ceived. He strongly advocated the reor-
ganizat ion plan, previously r e f e r r ed to, and 
pointed out the need for a full-time execu-

GREENKEEPERS GET PUBLICITY 

Pi t t sburgh conven t ion go t more g r e e n k e e p i n g 
g e n e r a l publ ic i ty t han any previous m e e t i n g . 
Local n e w s p a p e r s f e a t u r e d the even t and rad io 
s ta t ions p u t p r o m i n e n t g r e e n k e e p e r s on t h e air . 

C h e s t e r Smith of P i t t sburgh "Press" in te rv iewed 
J o h n M c G r e g o r over KDKA. M a c also b r o a d c a s t 
over W C A E , de t a i l i ng how t h e g r e e n k e e p e r s ' 
work is t h e f o u n d a t i o n of successful c lub o p e r a -
t ion . H e g a v e golf l isteners some t ips on c o o p e r -
a t ion with g r e e n k e e p e r s . Plans for aff i l ia t ion of 
t h e N A G A with ove r seas g r e e n k e e p i n g b o d i e s 
also were m e n t i o n e d . 

t ive secretary . Because of his belief that 
a var iety of progressive ideas was best for 
t he association, McGregor said he would 
not accept a second term. 

Addresses given at the convention will 
appea r in GOLFDOM as space permits . 
Several of these appear in this issue. 

The convention papers were all f ea tured 
by a t imel iness and practical application 
tha t made th is year ' s program one of 
definite benefit to t he clubs whose green-
keepers were ab le to at tend and to t ake 
par t in the lively informal discussions in 
which groups of greenkeepers appraised 
the speakers ' r e m a r k s in the light of ex-
per ience on the job. 

Closer contact between officials and 
g reenkeepers was clearly in evidence at 
the convention. Unquest ionably t h e de-
pression has made pals of the harassed 
top-men of g reens depar tments a t golf 
clubs. "Marse Oanse" Depew has had 
quite a little to do with promoting coopera-
tion between greenkeepers and their 
cha i rmen on an official basis. In h is ca-
paci ty as Green Section head, he again 
was a prominent figure at the convention. 
Tn his banquet speech he paid t r ibu te to 
Col. John Morley, McGregor, Fred Burk-
ha rd t and o ther officials and member s of 
the association as men whose work in the 
service of golf has been especially invalua-
ble during the cri t ical past few years . He 
made an eloquent plea for recognit ion of 
the greenkeepers . Depew surveyed the 
work the Green Section has been doing 
under the act ive and capable managemen t 
of John Monteith and his top-sergeant.. 
Kenneth Welton. 



Mackenzie, Master Arch i tec t , 
Passes; Leaves His Mark in Golf 

By HERB GRAFFIS 

DR. ALISTER MACKENZIE, a rchi tec t 
of famous golf courses, died at his 
home a t Pastiempo, S a n t a Cruz, 

Calif., J a n u a r y 6. 
Angina pectoris took Mac. About three 

years ago he became worried about a per-
sistent hear t -burn and consulted a doctor 
in London who told him his h e a r t was 
sound. A week prior to his dea th he suf-
fered a pa in fu l a t tack and went to bed 
under doctor 's orders. He had been con-
fined to his bed only three days when the 
end came. His stepson, Anthony Haddon, 
Mrs. Haddon and their youngs te rs visited 
with Mac and Mrs. Mackenzie each day 
dur ing his last illness. The Mackenzies 
and Haddons played bridge toge ther each 
evening while Mac was propped up in bed. 

The Sa tu rday morn ing of his dea th Tony 
Haddon went in to Santa Cruz to care for 
a few ma t t e r s a t Mac's request . Mrs. 
Mackenzie brought up his lunch. These 
two devoted pals chatted and while Mrs. 
Mackenzie was put t ing the sick-room in 
order, Mac gasped and fell back on his 
pillow. It was all over. 

• * * 
You're t a k i n g a long chance when you 

say a man was the "greates t" a r t i s t in any 
line, but the re a r e plenty who would hang 
"greates t" on Alister Mackenzie a s a golf 
archi tect and hold up the i r end of any 
ensuing a rgumen t . 

In the United States, in England , Scot-
land, the Continent , South Amer ica and 
Austra l ia Mackenzie 's creat ive work will 
s tay as long as golf is the golf it is today 
and has been for a hundred years past. 

There probably will be some a l te ra t ions 
made but not one in a hundred of them 
will s tand the tes t of t ime as well as Mac's 
original creat ion. 

Mackenzie came to this coun t ry first 
about 10 years ago. He had a h igh repu-
tation on the other side; a reputa t ion 
based on resul ts . He was consul t ing archi-
tect to the Royal and Ancient and the 
creator of several of the ou t s t and ing 
British courses. Dur ing the Grea t War 
he had been one of the ou t s t and ing camou-

flage exper ts and into golf a rchi tec ture he 
carr ied his superb genius for making color 
masses do t r icks to his bidding. 

A Versatile Genius 
His Cypress Point , Pasa t iempo, Bay-

shore and Augusta Nat ional jobs—to name 
only four examples of his work in th is 
count ry—gave examples of his ar t and ver-
sa t i l i ty tha t cont r ibute great ly to the en-
joymen t of golf. Whi le Mac was on the 
Bayshore and Augusta Nat ional problems, 
I had the privilege of f r e q u e n t contact with 
him and shall a lways r e m e m b e r how of ten 
he used tha t word "p leasu rab le" as the t e s t 
of golf a rch i tec ture . These two jobs were 
ent i re ly dissimilar in the i r background. 
Bayshore was built on t h e Meyer b ro the r s ' 
idea of turning a flat and un in te res t ing 
t ruck garden into the h ighes t type fee 
course. Augusta Nat ional was built on 
Bob Jones ' idea of providing the u l t ra in 
p r iva te golf courses. Mackenzie being 
given both jobs t ips you off to his r a t ing 
as an ar t i s t . 

Golf course archi tec ts , like other a r t i s t s , 
a r e not adverse to cr i t ic is ing quest ionable 
points in another a r t i s t ' s work, but I neve r 
have hea rd any of them who did not volun-
t ee r t he judgment t h a t Mackenzie was the 
g r e a t mas t e r . This, in a profession as 
keenly competi t ive a s golf a rch i tec ture , is 
rea l pra ise . 

One phrase tha t Mac told me, I 've 
though t was a gem of descr ipt ion of good 
a r c h i t e c t u r e : "Make it look hard and play 
easy if t he player uses h i s bra ins ." Mac 
was s t rongly agains t penal iz ing the dub. 
It was his idea t h a t the duffer was handi-
capped enough by lack of d is tance and con-
trol . H e also was a p ioneer in advoca t ing 
and employing labor-saving methods in 
cons t ruc t ion and ma in tenance . H e held 
t h a t the cheaper a good course could be 
buil t and kept up, the more courses t h e r e 
would be and the more men ul t imately em-
ployed in golf. 

For a couple of mon ths prior to Macken-
zie's dea th we had been figuring on an 
a rch i tec tu ra l depa r tmen t he was to conduct 
in GOLFDOM and on severa l ar t ic les deal-



ing with course ma in tenance he had agreed 
to write.* He had finished the manuscr ip t 
of a book on golf a rch i t ec tu re and mainte-
nance and submit ted i t to Scribners . 

Th i s br i l l iant Scot, au tho r of classic golf 
courses, died hard up, wi th more t h a n $15,-
000 owed him, which seems a tough finish 
consider ing the amount of money spent for 
Amer ican golf courses dur ing the t ime he 
was act ive. Mac cer ta in ly deserved a bet-
ter b reak for the way in which he served 
the game. 

Mackenzie's Course Principles 
Now, a s the finale of Mackenzie 's work 

in Amer ican golf, we'll t a k e some quotes 
f rom l e t t e r s he wrote severa l weeks prior 
to his death . 

" H e ( re fe r r ing to a commenta to r on the 
Augus ta Nat ional course) s t a t e s tha t pre-
vious to the Augusta Nat ional , my golf 
courses have always had a weal th of s ide 
bunkers , which is un t rue . The only one 
t h a t ha s is Cypress Po in t and these a re all 
na tu ra l sand dunes made by another fel-
low, no t myself . Over 20 yea r s ago I wrote 
an a r t ic le headed "Too m a n y bunkers" and 
near ly 30 years ago I m a d e Alwoodly and 
Moortown, which many people consider a r e 
the best of Bri t ish inland courses , wi thou t 
a s ingle side bunker except those con-
s t ruc ted to prevent p l aye r s get t ing in to 
worse t rouble. Bayside, as you know, h a s 
only 19 bunke r s in all, f e w e r than even t h e 
Augusta National . Pasa t i empo has not a 
single side bunker . F o r 30 years I have 
been advocat ing t h a t t h e r e should be no 
purely penal bunker s and t h a t the only 
reason for bunkers is to give players more 
in te res t and more fun . " 

"All my golf courses h a v e increased in 
popular i ty no twi ths tand ing the depression. 
The reason is t ha t they a r e di f ferent . 
They have the following cha rac te r i s t i c s : 

"Fina l i ty—In the las t 25 yea rs no g r een 
1 h a v e been responsible for has been al-
tered and improved by anyone else'. As 
Bob J o n e s says in his in t roduct ion to my 
new book: 'All his courses a r e pleasurable . 
In every ins tance he has placed in t e res t 
and en joymen t ahead of difficulty. ' 

"All bunke r s a re e l imina ted tha t do not 
add mater ia l ly to the p leasure of my 
courses . As my courses have only a quar-
ter the usual number of s and t raps , t h e 
cost of ma in t enance is correspondingly re-
duced. 

"The first of this aeries reached GOLFDOM'x 
office only a few days before Dr. Mackenzie's 
death, probably the last article he wrote. It 
will appear in an early Issue. 

"Natura l f e a t u r e s of the te r ra in a re used 
to the ful les t ex tent . 

"There is no rough, there fore no lost 
balls, no weed seeds blowing on the course. 

"Const ruct ion work is of such cha rac t e r 
t h a t all tees, hollows, banks and every th ing 
except a few ya rds around the hole a r e 
closely mowable wi th the power five-unit 
f a i rway machine. 

"Greens are not overwatered or over-
fert i l ized, so t h a t fine dwarf g ra s ses in-
volving very l i t t le labor in cut t ing a re ob-
ta ined. 

"Above all, I realize tha t more golf 
courses a re ruined by spending money on 
t h e m than by r e f r a in ing to do so." 

Mackenzie 's first book on golf archi tec-
t u r e is out of p r in t now. It is i n t e re s t ing 
to read it and note how many of the pol-
icies he advocated in tha t book and which 
were received wi th sha rp cri t icism on pub-
lication have been adopted as cardinal 
principles. Mac also has some highly in-
t e re s t ing and provocat ive ideas about 
main tenance . Some of them were debat-
ab le but he would argue them out wi th all 
comers , never admi t t ing defeat , and a lways 
will ing to cont inue the debate over the 
locker-room Scotch in the effort to conver t 
mank ind . 

Las t s u m m e r he was working on a book 
on camouflage, "wi th (he said) the object 
of proving t h a t t h e peace of the world 
would be assured if all nat ions were t a u g h t 
to camouflage t he i r defenses ." 

Mackenzie was a grea t fellow and a g r e a t 
a rch i tec t . He did a lot for golf. May h is 
big soul res t in tha t pleasurable land be-
yond. 

Kansas C i ty Area Greenkeepers 
Form Association 

T H E HEART of America Greenkeeper s ' 
Assn. has been formed by g reenkeepe r s 

in K a n s a s City and contiguous te r r i to ry . 
The re are a t p resen t about 25 m e m b e r s of 
t he associat ion. Monthly meet ings a re be-
ing held dur ing the winter in the Ambassa-
dor hotel. Meet ings at courses will be 
held monthly dur ing the summer . Green-
keepers a t St. Joseph , Lawrence, Topeka 
and other points within 100 miles rad ius 
of Kansas City a re invited to join. 

P res iden t of the new organizat ion is 
W m . E. Pe te r s , supt., Mission Hills G&CC; 
Harold Henry, 802 E. 48th, Kansas City, 
Mo., is secy.; George Robb, Hil lcrest GC, is 
vice-pres.; and Mike Farlow, Old Mission 
GC, is t reas . 



Crowds attend the Green Section test plot meeting at Mill Road Farm; an operation that 
will be discontinued unless support is extended by golf clubs. 

The Value of Turf Gardens to 
The Golf Club 

By J O H N ANDERSON* 
Supt., Crestmont C. C., Wes t Orange, N. J. 

THE USGA, especially the Greens Sec-
tion, has long felt, and many green-
keepers ' cha i rmen and o ther golf offi-

cials have had i t brought home to them 
in many ways, t h a t there was much room 
for improvement in golf turf . 

The g reeenkeepe r found t h a t the turf 
011 his g reens was liable to fade out or a t 
least turn brown and look sick a f t e r a 
heavy day 's play during hot, humid 
weather condit ions. The greens-cha i rman 
would wonder if t he greens and fa i rways 
would s tand the gaff under the heavy play 
of an impor t an t tournament . 

As far back as 1908, appl icat ions to the 
U. S. Depar tmen t of Agricul ture for help 

* in solving ser ious turf p roblems were 
made. It was t hen tha t the sc ien t i s t s be-
gan to realize t h a t exper t knowledge on 
turf was not advanced enough. More in-
vestigations, t e s t s and exper iments were 
necessary in order to cope with the many 
difficult p roblems tha t began to c rop up, 
especially on golf courses. At t h a t t ime 
a few of the older clubs s ta r ted to co-op-
e ra te with t h e depa r tmen t in order to help 
solve those problems. 

The Green Section of the USGA, in or-

*NAGA Convention address. 

der to t ry to remedy the lack of knowledge 
and uncer t a in ty and in answer to many in-
quir ies fo r help, in 1928 establ ished a 
ser ies of demons t ra t ion turf ga rdens in 
d i f fe rent pa r t s of the count ry , supplement-
ing the work done a t t he i r larger experi-
menta l s ta t ions . It was fe l t tha t enough 
people who were in te res ted in this work 
were not seeing What was being done a t 
the l a rge r s tat ions. Many who would have 
liked to s tudy exper iments on the ground 
could not find the t ime to go fa r for t h a t 
purpose . 

So the Green Section p lanted or se t up 
15 demons t ra t ion turf ga rdens in d i f ferent 
sect ions of the country. It was thei r be-
lief t h a t by doing th is t h e expe r imen t s 
would be more helpful to c lubs and green-
keepers in those par t icu la r dis t r ic ts . Fo r 
ins tance , t e s t s and observa t ions taken a t 
Arl ington would not necessar i ly apply to 
New J e r s e y or Chicago, owing to the dif-
f e rence in soil and cl imatic condit ions. In 
th is way the work of t he sect ion at Arling-
ton was brought nea re r to the var ious 
local sections. Those in te res ted in the 
p lant ing and ma in t enance of fine turf 
g ra s ses a n d the t r e a t m e n t s for di f ferent 
d iseases could see r e su l t s t h a t would ap-
ply to t he i r own local condi t ions. 

IK 



In some sections the local association of 
g reenkeepe r s had much to do with s tar t ing 
the demons t ra t ion plots. Greenkeepers 
early fel t the necessi ty for the resea rch 
and exper imenta l work to be under taken 
nea r home. For ins tance, the Midwest 
Greenkeepers ' associat ions, in co-operation 
with the Green Section, w a s ins t rumenta l 
in definitely es tabl ishing t h e demonstra-
tion ga rdens in Chicago. The general in-
t e res t t aken in th is ga rden has been well 
worth the expenditure. 

In New England, the Greenkeepers ' club 
and the golf clubs in the sur rounding dis-
t r ic t h a v e helped the Green Section in 
c rea t ing a lively in te res t in the demon-
s t ra t ion garden at the Char les River CC. 
Roth g reenkeepers and club members have 
visited the plots to find out how the dif-
fe rent projects being tr ied out were com-
ing along. Away back in March, 1929, 
F. H. Wilson, g reenkeeper at Charles 
River, who has been in charge of the plots 
ever s ince they were laid out, wrote the 
Bulletin of the USGA: 

'7 was much surprised to find what an 
interest was taken in these plots by my 
club members, many of whom have gone 
over the plots with me, and all visitors in-
cluding greenkeepers of the locality, have 
been enthusiastic about them." 

In the metropol i tan dis t r ic t , which in-
cludes Long Island, W e s t c h e s t e r and New 
Je r sey , var ious demons t ra t ion plots were 
laid out and many g reenkeeper s ' meet ings 
have been held a t t h e clubs where the 
plots a re located, especial ly at Morris-
town, N. J. These plots have created a 
g rea t deal of in te res t , and many people 
have come to rely on the repor ts f rom 
these demons t ra t ions as a guide to solv-
ing the i r own problems. 

Test on Wide Basis 
The basic idea for the establishment of 

the demonstration gardens was that, while 
the chief experimental work on turf had 
been carried on at Arlington and then 
later at the Midwest turf garden and also 
the New Jersey Experimental turf gar-
den, there was some doubt as to whether 
the results obtained at these large gardens 
could be applied in other golf districts 
where conditions were altogether differ-
ent, such as soil and climate. Therefore 
the Green Section felt that a more sim-
ple type of demonstration garden would 
serve to prove whether or not these ex-
perimental results could be applied in gen-
eral. 

The demonst ra t ion ga rdens differed 

f r o m the exper imenta l or larger gardens 
in tha t they did not contain exper iments 
to t ry and find out anything tha t was new. 
In other words, t h e larger exper imenta l 
ga rdens were used to try out entirely new 
chemicals and new methods of applicat ion, 
in t rying out new grasses and new cul-
tu ra l methods as had been done in genera l 
agr icul tura l r e sea rch at the federa l and 
s t a te exper imenta l s tat ions. 

Thus the small demonstra t ion ga rdens 
w e r e meant to give a general local idea or 
to hit the high spots. The plots were 
planted with types of grasses used on 
both put t ing greens and fa i rways and cul-
t ivated as such, being t reated with rep-
resen ta t ive fer t i l izers and other t reat-
ments . 

The main purpose was to find out how 
the different s t r a ins and types of grasses , 
also fert i l izer and other t r e a tmen t s ap-
plied to those grasses , held up over a pe-
riod of years under the different condi t ions 
of soil and cl imate. 

Also very impor tan t was the fact tha t 
they were to be under the supervision of 
different g reenkeepers . The second pur-
pose was to give greenkeepers , green-
chairmen, club officials and o the r s in-
te res ted in the growing of fine turf a 
chance to visit , in their own neigh-
borhood, a systematical ly a r ranged ser ies 
of plots where they could see for them-
selves the resul t s of the different t reat-
ments , and where they could go as o f ten 
as possible to follow up the par t icu lar 
demonst ra t ion . 

Gardens' Value Not Realized 
Greenkeepers and club officials often do 

not realize the amount of valuable work 
done on these gardens. We are ignorant 
of the enormous amount of research work 
which has to be done, the many things 
which are tried out and discarded, treat-
ments which prove entirely ineffective, 
but which, without those gardens would 
sooner or later have to be tried out some-
where—probably on some golf course or 
courses where the cost to the clubs would 
be much greater than at the gardens 
where they have the equipment and know 
how to use it. 

The development of some of t he fine turf 
grasses , t r e a t m e n t for disease and weed 
control , and valuable data on fer t i l izers 
resul t ing f rom work a t the turf gardens , 
all a r e of great help to the g reenkeeper 
and a saving to the clubs who a re for tu-
na te in being able to avail themselves of 
this information f rom t ime to t ime. 



Here is the turn-out for Michigan State College 's two-day greenkeepers' short course, 
held December 14-15, 1933, at East Lansing, Michigan. According to C. E. Millar, profes-
sor of soils at Michigan State, under whose direction the two-day meet was held, a sim-
ilar short-course will very likely be held at the college again this coming December due 
to the enthusiasm of those who attended the meeting just closed. 

I am firmly of the belief t h a t if i t were 
not for these gardens many golf clubs 
would not have been able to cu t their 
main tenance budgets as they h a v e done 
these last two seasons. If it were not for 
those exper imenta l s tat ions and some of 
their research work which we do not hear 
of, there migh t be many useless chem-
icals on the m a r k e t today. 

The demons t ra t ion gardens have served 
a useful purpose in many ways. They 
have served as excellent places for the 
local g reenkeeper s ' associat ions to hold 
their meet ings , so tha t they can discuss 
their var ious turf problems. It is difficult 
to es t imate the actual value of t h e s e plots. 
The resul ts can only be defined by the in-
teres t shown. It was es t imated t h a t a year 
ago over 1,000 people had a t t ended the 
meet ings announced by the Green Sec-
tion, as well as numbers of individuals 
who visited them singly or in smal l groups 
during the season or during the course of 
the regular mee t ings of the local organ-
izations. 

This valuable research work is in grave 
danger of having to be discont inued for 
lack of funds . Can we, who have gath-
ered here a t th is convention afford to let 
th i s happen? At least we ought to do our 
utmost to see tha t the valuable experi-
ments which a r e now well advanced and 
resul ts about to be obtained, and the 
money tha t has a l ready been inves ted , is 
not thrown away. 

We need the informat ion being devel-
oped more than ever today, when every 
club is seeking to curtai l i t s expendi ture 
for fert i l izer, seeds, water , etc., and is 
faced with severa l menaces to i t s turf , 

such as Japanese beetle, web worm, chinch 
bugs, etc. So let us r e m e m b e r the re is no 
subs t i t u t e for the work of the demon-
s t ra t ion gardens and r e sea rch s tat ions, as 
thei r exper iments a re done under ac tua l 
condi t ions per ta ining to the different local-
it ies and soil condit ions in which they 
a re located. 

Le t us give them the max imum support 
t h a t it is possible to give. Get your chair-
men and other club officials in te res ted . In 
tha t way the section will be able to ca r ry 
on. 

Midwest Greenkeepers Elect 
Brandon Their '34 Head 

A T THE J anua ry mee t ing of the Mid-
* * wes t Greenkeeners ' assn. , A. L. Bran-
don, sup ' t of St. Char les (111.) CC, was 
elected to serve as p res iden t of t he or-
ganizat ion for the coming year . Other of-
ficers elected were : F i r s t vice-pres., C. A. 
Tregil lus, Mill Road F a r m course; second 
vice-pres., F rank Dinelli, Nor thmoor CC; 
secy, B. A. Yoder, West moor CC; t reas. , 
Ralph Te te r , Aurora CC. Three d i rec tors 
elected were : R. N. Johnson , Medinah 
CC; Fred Kruger , Olympia Fields CC; 
Fred Ingwerson, Bunker Hill GC. 

A LTHOUGH several c lubs suffered se-
* * verely, only one golf course was put 
out of bus iness by the floods in southern 
Cal i fornia—the Oakmont CC at Glendale. 
Fa i rways a f t e r the flood looked like sam-
ples of t h e Grand Canyon. Restorat ion of 
the club to act ive service is uncer ta in . 



Who elected-
or hired you... 
a morgue or a membership? 

AR E you still believing 
that a club to be ritzy 

has to play dead like 
sleepy old Fido, the chil-
dren's pet? 

Tha t notion is as far in 
the past as the gu t ty ball. 

You, as president of a golf 
club—or as its pro—know that 
the distinguished gentlemen 
can raise plenty of hell when 
the club service isn't what it 
should be or they miss a ten-
cent putt by having a fly-speck 
in the line. 

When you can see to it that 
these members of yours can get 
GOLFING, the brisk and enter-

taining national players' magazine, 
sent to them for nothing, is there 
any reason for believing these 
members aren't anxious to have 
you act in their interest? 

Would you like to tell any of 
your members face-to-face that 
they are too dead to enjoy GOLF-
ING? 

No . . . life still is too sweet to you. 
So hadn' t you bet ter give your mem-

bers the complete and alert service they 
have a r ight to expect f rom a first-class 
club? Then see tha t your members get 
GOLFING April to August inclusive, 
this year. The cost is nothing to them 
or to the club. The obligation is n o t h -
ing. Advert ising pays the expenses of 
sending out GOLFING, just as it pays 
for the publication and mailing of 
Golfdom, which is the god-fa ther to 
GOLFING. The list of members you 
send in to get G O L F I N G under no cir-
cumstances is used for any purpose 
other than mailing GOLFING. 

T a k e up th i s m a t t e r of s e n d i n g in y o u r m e m b e r s h i p l ist f or G O L F I N G 
r ight a w a y f o r t h e 300,000 c i rcu la t ion l imit wil l be r e a c h e d early th i s 
y e a r . T h e m a g a z i n e ' s s ensa t iona l r e c e p t i o n last y e a r a s s u r e d a quick 
a n d h e a v y d e m a n d f o r it in its s e c o n d year. Mai l y o u r list of m e m -
b e r s t o d a y ! 

E d i t o r C°L|INH 
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