
Some Hints on 
Maintaining 

T R A P S 

and 

R O U G H 
By G. A . FARLEY 

THIS article is an excerpt from Mrs. Farley's 
forthcoming book on greenkeeping. The 

author has been associated with greenkeeping 
work since 1922 when she started with the Cleve-
land District Green Section as secretary. 

In this capacity she compiled the popular 
greenkeepers" correspondence course which was 
given further circulation when she became asso-
ciated with the National Association of 
Greenkeepers. 

Mrs. Farley is a versatile and successful 
business woman and has applied her lively indus-
try and talents to a noteworthy job of gathering 
the ideas and methods of leading greenkeepers 
for the manual of greenkeeping which will appear 
in book form in February. 

WHEREVER the type of hole and 
sur rounding slopes allow, the faces 
of modern t r aps show a gentle slope 

f rom the fa i rway edge u p to the cop. Such 
t r aps are na tura l in appearance, and keep-
ing sand on the su r face is an o rd inary job 
for the greenkeeper, not a real problem. 

The "cop" or side and back of a t r a p is 
t ha t portion which extends f rom the rough 
and sometimes f rom pa r t s of the f a i r w a y 
to the top edge of t h e face, which face 
f r o n t s on the fa i rway . The cop should be 
gent ly sloping down to the rough or fa i r -
way, not only because they are more beau-
t i fu l buil t t h a t way, bu t because such cops 
may be easily and smoothly cut wi th pow-
er mowers. 

Dr. Willing plays from a tough, natural 
trap at Pebble Beach. Natural details re-

duce maintenance. 

Traps which are set into a high bank 
present two par t icular problems to the 
greenkeeper ; the first, t ha t of keeping the 
edge over the face f rom break ing down 
under the weight of the mowers , and the 
second, t h a t of keeping the upper surface 
of the face covered with sand. 

Sometimes the face of such a t rap is so 
nearly perpendicular for a foot or so down 
f rom the top t h a t sand will not stick. In 
such cases tu r f ing the upper sur face down 
to where a sanded sur face can be held is 
recommended. I t should be understood by 
the greenkeeper tha t the en t i r e face of any 
t r ap should be f ree f rom pi ts and any un-
usually long growth of grass , as ei ther 
may prevent a ball f rom rol l ing back into 
a position f r o m which it can be played. 

Keeping t h e top edge of t he face f rom 
breaking down is best assured by "revett-
ing" wi th s t r ips of sod. Th i s consists in 
placing one s t r ip on top of another all 
a round the edge to a depth of about a 
foot, wi th the top sod cut double the width 
of the sods placed under it. This extra 
width of the sod which fo rms the top edge 
of the cop su r face is allowed because of 
the s t reng th it lends to the en t i r e job, by 
kn i t t ing into and becoming a pa r t of the 
su r round ing turf surface well back of the 
revetted edge. The quick k n i t t i n g of the 
top or finishing sod to the su r round ing 
turf and t h e sods and soil below is as-
sured, p rov id ing it is cut not more than an 
inch thick, fer t i l ized, topdressed and kept 
watered un t i l new root growth is estab-
lished. 



Tight trapping on a one shot hole. This is No. 12 at Fresh Meadow. You're either on or 
else. . . . Costs money to maintain these frequently used traps properly. 

The ru l ing in favor of the golfer a s to 
"casual wa te r " on a golf course does not ap-
ply to that found at any time in a sand 
trap. The golfer is forced to m a k e his 
shot f rom wha teve r spot h is ball lands 
in a t rap, whe the r in water or not. Wet 
t r aps cause a lot of complaints, which may 
be avoided only by par t icular a t t en t ion to 
t he i r d ra inage problems and by p reven t ing 
water f r om h igher slopes flooding the t r a p 
surface. 

Drainage of Sand Traps. 
Leading su r face water away f rom i ts 

na tura l course down a slope, a t the bottom 
of which lies a s a n d trap, is the only way 
to prevent flooding the t r a p du r ing a severe 
rain. Th i s can be done by es tabl i sh ing 
grassy hollows, (o r in ex t reme cases, open 
di tches) so laid out tha t flood wa te r s a re 
dis tr ibuted over a larger a rea whe re they 
a re absorbed out of the line of play. 

After even a ha rd rain, a s and t r a p 
should d ra in so efficiently tha t w a t e r dis-
appears a lmost immediate ly f rom the sur-
face. 

Sometimes t r a p s a re so placed t h a t they 
present problems which can be solved only 
by a competent golf dra inage engineer . 
Par t icu la r ly so when it is desired to car ry 
t h e excess wate r f rom the t r a p th rough 
t i le connected w i t h the main lines of the 
course d ra inage sys tem. 

A method of special d ra inage followed 
by the greenkeeper on what is called a 
"hard clay" course, has served h i s pur-

pose in keeping the t r aps dry, as well as 
d i s t r ib tu ing the excess wa te r underground 
where it is eventually t aken care of by 
the l ines of tile in the fa i rways . He lays 
tile six inches in d iameter lengthwise of 
the low area of the t rap , at a depth of 
two feet , careful ly sloping the sub-soil 
down on each side of the t rench to the tile 
line. The t rench is then filled with s lag 
or pea gravel to wi th in four inches of the 
sur face which will la ter f o r m the bottom 
of the sand coat to be applied. This final 
four inches is filled wi th s t r ips of sod cut 
f rom an area of well-rooted grass, placed 
upside down along the t rench . Through such 
a sod the water filters down to be carr ied 
away by the coarser ma te r i a l and the tile, 
wi thout loss of " fac ing" sand . The sod 
remains a s an active and effective filter for 
a period of some years, and also prevents 
the coarse mater ia l f rom work ing up into 
the sand coating which is spread to face 
the t rap . 

General Maintenance of Traps. 
The rough contour of the t rap should be 

raked a f t e r such dra inage has been in-
stalled, and left to set t le before applying 
the sand coat. Scanty coverings of sand 
on the face of a t r ap a re difficult to keep in 
order, and quickly become mixed with any 
loam which may wash down f rom a some-
wha t perpendicular sur face above. 

F r o m fou r to six inches of medium 
coarse washed lake or sea sand spread 
over the face gives a su r face tha t can be 
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W I L L M A K E GOOD G R E E N S B E T T E R 

to the Modem 
Golf Course 

Come-Putts," In a f e w 
months time, have w o n the en-

thusiasm o f golfers everywhere 
and have been adopted as standard 

^ equipment by hundreds of we l l - known 
clubs. 

Reinforce edges of the hole. Reduce wear 
and tear. Dress up the greens. Greatly in-

crease visibi l i ty of the hole—thus improve 
putting and make players enthusiastic for the course. 

Conform to requirements of U .S .G .A . 

U p to 1000 . . . $30 .00 per 1000 
1000-2000 . . . 27 .50 " " 
2000 and over . 25 .00 " " 
Trial lot of 500 $15.00 

F O B. Boston 
Order now or write for further particulars 
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CHILTON CROCKER CO. 
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No. 1 green on Fourth Course at Olympia Fields. A par 5 hole with fairly wide en-
trance. Note how trap at right calls for daring shot if player shies from out of bounds 

at left. 

mainta ined with the least amoun t of la-
bor. Sand t h a t i s so fine tha t it is easily 
blown about by the wind should not be 
used and ne i the r should o rd ina ry bank 
sand which conta ins loam and c rus t s over 
when dried out a f t e r a ra in . Sand of a 
quality which is ideal for t raps is some-
t imes ha rd to get, but a greenkeeper is 
amply repaid for his t rouble in seeking 
out a sa t i s fac to ry source of supply, and 
par t icular ly if his course is what is termed 
"well-trapped." 

Special r ake s and drags, all designed 
to keep the sand surface broken up and 
ridged for f a i r play, a re still ano the r ex-
ample of the fo re though t and service wi th 
which the m a n u f a c t u r e r has ant ic ipa ted 
and filled the requi rements of t he green-
keeper. Sand t r aps kept wi th these spe-
cial tools present a handsome appearance , 
which is to be desired at all t imes, and 
which make efficient the work of obliter-
a t ing footpr ints . 

Besides the t r a p s which guard the f ron t 
and sides of greens , sometimes the re a re 
grassy hollows and mounds placed back 
of the green to catch a ball which is over-
shot on the hole. These should be cut 
as the rough, of which they a re a par t . 

Sand on the faces of t r aps should be 
kept renewed a s well as constantly raked, 
and this should be done whenever t h e sur-
face shows a tendency to cake and crust 
over a f t e r d ry ing out. Usually it i s only 
necessary to add two or th ree inches of 
f resh sand to the surface, except where 
severe wash ing has brought down a large 
quant i ty of loam which has mixed with 
t h e old sand and filled in the su r face to 
too high a level. At such times, it is some-
t imes necessary to re-establish t h e con-
tou r by removing or d i s t r ibu t ing the 

soil and sand, upon which a f resh supply 
can be applied. 

General Care of the Rough. 
The rough on a golf course has of ten 

been l ikened to pas ture areas , but if ideal 
in the eye of the average golfer, a cow 
would requi re considerable "hand-feeding" 
if confined in such a pas ture . 

Sparse, t u f ty growth is encouraged in 
the ideal rough, and more f requent ly than 
not th i s a rea is lef t to t he at tent ion of 
the greenkeeper in exactly the same con-
dition as when found by the contractor 
who bui l t the course. Whi le the builder 
may have taken out some roots and stones, 
it is qui te likely tha t these a t ten t ions 
were devoted to a very na r row s t r ip around 
the fa i rway. 

The impression tha t a rough can't be 
too rough is a bad one, and one which is 
not enter ta ined by experienced greenkeep-
ers. 

Regula r mowing is necessary to keep the 
grass f rom becoming a hayfield, and to 
cut off the seed heads of the coarse grasses 
and weeds tha t would be otherwise blown 
onto fa i rways , greens and tees by every 
pass ing wind. 

A bumpy condition of the rough is hard 
on the mowers, and creates too unfa i r a 
hazard for the golfer. 

Where the land devoted to rough on a 
new course is uneven and ful l of hillocks, 
peppered with s t ray bushes and gouged 
wi th wagon ruts , weeds a re ap t to be the 
main crop, and it is an ideal rough to 
burn aver, turn over, and p lant wi th 
sheep's fescue or a mix ture of sheep's fes-
cue and Canada bluegrass. A few pounds 
of sweet vernal added to any mix tu re 
of seed intended for the rough adds a note 



Thousands of N A T I O N A L mowers have satisfied 
owners covering every state in the Union. 

NATIONAL MOWER COMPANY 
839 Cromwell Ave. St. Paul, Minn. 

Write for Catalogue 

N A T I O N A L 
POWER 
Q U I N T 

The mower that can 
go and cut where you 
can only wish the 
others could. 
More compact. 
Goes up steeper hills. 
ENGINE D R I V E N 
MOWERS. 
Wing cutters fold in. 
Can back out of nar-
row places. 
Follows the contours 
of the ground. 

Price complete, 

$ 1 2 8 5 . 0 0 

N A T I O N A L 
Standard 

Fairway 
T r i p l e x $ 3 6 5 . 0 0 

Hardened Gears 
Running in Oil. 

O u i n t . . . $ 6 6 0 . 0 0 
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Junior 
Fairway 

T R I P L E X 8 6 in. 

$ 1 8 5 . 0 0 

NATIONAL MOWER COMPANY 
839 Cromwell Ave. St. Paul, Minn. 
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Ball Runs 
True to the Cup 

i A dirty ball is 
never in perfect 

balance . . . it is 
apt to run off line, 

altho your stroke is 
correct . . . Glean your ball at 
every tee and it will run true on 
the green. 
Lewis Washers are inexpensive, 
durable and pay for themselves in 
time saved, lost balls easily re-
covered, a n d im-
proved scores. The 
most economical and 
practical washer for 
your club. 

New Lower 
Prices! 

I to 10 Washers $5.50 each 
II or more Washers. 5.00 each 
LEWIS Tee Stakes. 1.50 each 
Prices f. o. b. shipping point. 

See your distributor . . .» ' / he 
can't supply you, write us. 

G. B. Lewis Company 
Dept. G D 231, Wat er town, W i*. 

LEWIS 
GOLF BALL 
WASHER 



of interest whenever the rough is cut, as 
the perfume f rom this type of grass is en-
joyed by both players and workers on the 
course. I t is, l ike fescue, a tu f ty grower. 
If it seems unnecessary to plant the entire 
area of rough, tha t which lies within 30 
to 35 yards of the fairway should receive 
the at tent ion of the greenkeeper, and 
soon. 

The usual procedure or plowing, har-
rowing and smoothing, a f t e r large rocks 
and roots have been removed, is followed 
by seeding at the rate of approximately 
150 pounds of seed per acre. No fertiliza-
tion is required prior to seeding ground 
for the rough, as a sparse growth is to be 
encouraged. 

The length at which the grass of an es-
tablished rough should be cut depends 
upon conditions of weather, thickness of 
growth, and whether or not there is a pre-
ponderance of fas t -matur ing weeds grow-
ing thereon. Specific directions for keep-
ing the rough a t the proper height are 
impossible to give, but it is safe to say 
tha t whenever i t gets too high the green-
keeper hears about it. If it is un fa i r in 
any way for play, such cri t icisms soon 
reach his ears, and allowing the grass in 
the rough to ma tu re and spread seeds of 

coarse and weedy growth over his greens, v 
tees and fairways is a gross neglect of 
duty. 

Sometimes fairway mowers set to make 
a high cut are used for the rough. Spe-
cial equipment of various kinds for cut-
t ing th is surface is now on the marke t 
and available to most greenkeepers. 

Roadways over which the equipment for 
main ta in ing the course is moved occasion-
ally become deeply gouged and rut ted. 
Such roads and paths in and around the 
rough should have the at tent ion necessary 
to keep them within reasonable level of 
the surrounding area. A ball landing in a 
deep wheel rut is many t imes practically 
unplayable. Some bare spots are unavoid-
able, but holes and deep ru t s should be 
kept filled up. 

Burn ing the rough over in the fall is a 
good practice, as it is an economical 
method of killing out weeds, and does no 
ha rm to the grass. Weed seeds in tre-
mendous numbers a re scattered all over 
the course by winter winds, and where 
there is heavy weed growth in the rough, 
such burning cuts down to an appreciable 
degree the time and money spent on weed-
ing the playing surfaces a f te r growth 
s ta r t s in the spring. 

Probe the problems 
of club management 

at 

PITTSBURGH-Feb. 24-25 
(William Perm Hotel) 

The Fifth Annual Convention of the 
CLUB MANAGERS» ASSOCIATION of AMERICA 
To every club manager and his club 

this meeting means money. Meet and 
discuss with other of the foremost, 
successful American club managers , 
the solutions to the problems that you 
have in your own operation. 

An intensely practical "set" program 
and the close-up exchange of helpful 
information in the informal meetings 
are certain to make this convention 
pay rich dividends to you and your 
club. 

Plan now to attend the Club Man-
agers' convention and harvest your 

share of its crop of bet ter operating 
ideas. 

The association will especially wel-
come your presentation of a problem 
at your own club for consideration 
and suggested solutions. 

For complete details and hotel res-
ervations write 

C L U B M A N A G E R S ' A S S O C I A T I O N 
of A M E R I C A 

Henry R. Dutton, Secretary 
T H E BOSTON CITY CLUB, BOSTON, MASS. 



GOLF SHELTERS 
Ready to Erect 

Handsome shelter houses that are a 
credit to your course now cost no more 
than the ordinary home-made variety. 
The beautiful Hartmann-Sanders' shel-
ter at the right, fo r instance, costs 
only $285 made complete at the fac-
tory and shipped to you ready to erect. 

Hartmann-Sanders columns and out-
door structures have been recognized 
as embodying the highest standards of 
the industry in both design and con-
struction for thirty years. 

Descriptive literature showing struc-
tures furnished for many leading 
Clubs of the country, will be mailed 
free. Hartmann-Sanders will be glad 
to prepare original designs to fit your 
needs, if stock designs do not suit. 

HARTMANN SANDERS 

Alio benches, bridge», lattice 
fences, pergolas, swimming pool 
ihelters and garden structures of 
unusual character. WriteI 

F A C T O R Y AND S H O W R O O M 
2 1 5 5 E lMon A r e . , 

Ch icago , 111. 

E A S T E R N O F F I C E & S H O W R O O M 
A r c h i t e c t « ' Bid* . , 1 0 1 P a r k Ave. , 

New Y o r k 

F R E E 
D e a c r l p t i v a 
l i t e r a t u r e o n 
O u t d o o r 
S t r u ct u r e • 
f o r t h e m o d -
e r n C o u n t r y 
C l u b . W r i t e I 

RENCV4TCR 
A H A N D P R O P E L L E D 

P O W E R O P E R A T E D 
M A C H I N E 

For 

RENOVATING, CULTIVATING 
And 

CONDITIONING GREENS 
And 

FAIRWAYS 

(Distributors Wanted) (Above picture shotcs machine icith safety 
guards removed) 

c r r i c i E N c y L A W N T C C L C © . . I N C . 
453 NORTH TOWNE AVE POMONA, CALIFORNIA 



B. R. LEACH 
suggests 

A N T S and W E E D S 

as Next 

Greens Research Topics 

MANY le t te rs are received by GOLF-
DOM in a year 's t ime f r o m green-
keepers and green-chairmen asking 

for assis tance in solving innumerab le prob-
lems connected wi th the growth and main-
tenance of fine t u r f . Discarding all o ther 
factors in connection with th is correspond-
ence, the fac t r ema ins tha t these le t ters 
a re a pre t ty sound basis upon which to 
make a s t a t emen t of the turf t roubles be-
set t ing the greenkeeping f r a t e rn i t y du r ing 
any given period. 

Dur ing the past twelve months the bulk 
of these le t ters have asked for in forma-
tion with regard to two subjects, a n t con-
trol and weed control . Needless to say 
the re isn ' t much satisfaction in answer ing 
le t ters deal ing w i t h these two phases of 
turf main tenance for the simple reason 
tha t there is a dea r th of pract ical informa-
tion and control measures in each ins tance. 

As a ma t t e r of fact, the control of an t s 
and the great bulk of weed growth in fine 
turf a re today the two outs tanding, un-
solved problems in greenkeeping pract ice. 
Ten years ago we had plenty of harass ing , 
unsolved problems in the turf business in-
cluding brown-patch and grubs of var ious 
sorts, to say n o t h i n g of the many uncer-
ta int ies in connection with soil t ex tu re 
and fer t i l i ty . 

Battle with Killers First 
I t is an axiom of industry tha t i ts re-

search bra ins shall give pr ior i ty to the 
most deadly and t h r ea t en ing of the indus-
t ry ' s problems, wi th the less annoy ing puz-
zles being s ide t racked for the t ime being. 

I t is f a i r ly obvious why the Green Sec-
t ion concentrated on brown-patch research 
and poured a large portion of i ts f unds 

into th is special project. Brown-patch is 
a killer of fine turf . I t s imply had to be 
conquered. There was no object in build-
ing and main ta in ing fine greens with th is 
disease on the rampage, undoing in one 
n ight the patient work of months. Re-
search on brown-patch control was con-
sequently pushed vigorously by the Green 
Section. As a resul t of several years ' ex-
pensive and intensive invest igat ion the 
brown-patch problem was brought under 
control, t hanks to Monteith and his co-
workers on the one hand and the manu-
fac tu re r s of organic mercury compounds 
on the other . 

In the same way the Green Section lent 
i ts aid to an intensive s tudy of grub con-
trol problem in fine tu r f . Our nat ive whi te 
grubs, such as the May beetle and J u n e 
beetle grub have in te rmi t t en t ly taken thei r 
toll on the fine turf of American golf 
courses. The advent of the Japanese 
beetle increased the white grub problem 
many, many times. It also gave rise to 
adequate government funds with which to 
conduct serious research of white grub 
control. The problem was ul t imately 
solved by the use of a r sena te of lead. 
Seven years of research were carried out 
on th is g rub problem and I es t imate t h a t ' 
the cost of th is research ran somewhere 
between $50,000 and $100,000. 

Nowadays we think of brown-patch and 
g r u b control as more or less rout ine jobs. 
In plain words, they a re old stuff. I have 
no means of knowing how m a n y pounds of 
mercury compounds were applied to fine 
turf du r ing 1930, but the total undoubtedly 
r u n s high. A dealer told me a few days 
ago tha t he sold 200 tons of lead a r sena te 



in the Ph i l ade lph ia d i s t r i c t in 1930 f o r use I 
on lawns and golf courses . 

Research Money Well Spent 
E s t i m a t i n g t h a t t h e total cost of t h e 

brown-patch and g r u b control r e s e a r c h 
a m o u n t e d to $100,000 or $150,000 i t m a y 
be fa i r ly said t h a t t h e money was well 
spent . If you don ' t ag ree wi th me, qu i t 
u s ing mercury c o m p o u n d s or lead a r s e n a t e 
fo r a year or two a n d then come to a de-
cision. 

H a v i n g laid t he se two p r i m a r y killers 
of fine turf by t h e heels , we find t h a t t h e 
va r ious t u r f - r e sea rch o rgan iza t i ons have , 
d u r i n g the pas t severa l years , m o r e or 
less g rav i t a t ed in to casua l e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n 
dea l ing wi th c o m p a r a t i v e t es t s of v a r i o u s 
f e r t i l i ze r s and s t r a i n s of grasses . 

Maybe I 'm wrong . If so, s u e me . B u t 
if I 'm r igh t , t h e n i t won ' t be a m i s s to 
gent ly h i n t to t h e T h o m a s E d i s o n s a n d 
Doctor E i n s t e i n s of t h e tu r f r e s e a r c h 
r acke t tha t the a n t p rob lem a n d t h e weed 
problem a re s t i l l w i t h us a n d bo th go ing 
s t rong . 

Of course a n t s a n d weeds a r e n o t w h a t 
you would call tu r f killers. T h e green-
keeper can live w i t h bo th of t h e m a f t e r a 
f a sh ion but n e v e r t h e l e s s they a r e bo th 
d a m n a b l y a n n o y i n g in the day of h i g h 
p r e s su re demands f o r de luxe g r e e n s a n d 
f a i rways . 

I know of no m e t h o d of ac tua l ly con-
t ro l l i ng or c l ean ing u p the a n t s wh ich in-
f e s t p rac t ica l ly eve ry golf green in t h e 
c o u n t r y and u n d o u b t e d l y the so lv ing of 
t h e a n t problem p r e s e n t s m a n y diff icult ies. 
I t can be safe ly desc r ibed as a t o u g h n u t 
to c rack and n a t u r a l l y the r e sea rch lads , 
handicapped by r e s t r i c t i o n s of t i m e a n d 
appropr ia t ions , lay off i t in f avor of s o m e 
eas ie r job upon wh ich they can base t h e i r 
a n n u a l repor t to t h e b ig boss. 

Ants of Two Groups 
In the first p lace t h e va r ious species of 

a n t s i n f e s t i ng p u t t i n g g reens a r e n o t a l l 
a l ike in t he i r f e e d i n g habi t s . T h e y m a y 
be roughly divided i n t o two g roups in t h i s 
respect . One g r o u p f eeds on a n i m a l ma t -
te r such a s worms , g r u b s and the imma-
t u r e and m a t u r e s t a g e s of the i n n u m e r a b l e 
insect f o r m s t h a t h a n g a round fine t u r f . 
T h e second g r o u p f e e d s on t he honey-dew 
secre ted by aph ids . 

Poss ib ly i t h a s n e v e r occurred to t h e 
a v e r a g e g reenkeepe r t h a t aph ids , com-
m o n l y known a s p l a n t lice, a r e to be f o u n d 
in t h e fine tu r f of h i s greens , bu t i t ' s a 
f ac t never the less . If you get down on y o u r 

alls in one 
season with 
this cleaner 

THAT'S the 1930 performance of the 
Six-Ball Cleaner on No. 1 tee at Indian 
Springs Golf Club and Driving Range, 
Columbus, Ohio. Not a single repair 
was necessary, and this speedier, sturd-
ier cleaner will go back in service 
this year. 

The Six-Ball Cleaner thoroughly 
washes one to six balls at a time and 
self ejects them. Because it's faster, 
it prevents delay on the tees. No gears 
or springs. Nothing to get out of order. 
No splashing. Needs little care. Golf 
clubs everywhere call it the "greatest 
cleaner made." 

, 1 S O L D O N I 
T E N - D A Y 

i l l T R I A L I I I 
One cleaner on every third tee will equip 

your course at low cost. 
Single Cleaner $8.50 Each 
2 to 9 $8.00 Each 
10 to 18 $7.75 Each 
Pointed Metal Stakes $1.75 Each 

THE W. G. MFG. & SALES CO. 
33 N . High St. Columbus, Ohio 
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tummy with your eyes about six inches 
from the turf and examine same closely 
you will find all kinds of small, inconspic-
uous weeds growing in among the grass 
blades. If you carefully pick out these 
weeds and carefully examine them with a 
magnifying glass you will find aphids 
aplenty. These aphids secrete the honey-
dew upon which the sweet-loving types of 
ants feed. Consequently there is sufficient 
honey-dew supply on almost every green 
to support plenty of this type of ant. 

I have spent many an hour reclining 
on the turf of a green watching the ant 
population's activities and experimenting 
and observing its reaction to various sorts 
of food. Place a little dab of hog lard 
at one spot on the turf and a little dab 
of honey or syrup at another spot 3 Inches 
away. Now lay back a little and watch 
closely. An ant comes along. Within 
about a quarter of an inch of the lard or 
honey, as the case may be, he stops dead 
in his tracks and elevates his feelers. If 
it doesn't smell good to him, he pulls away 
and goes on about his business. If the 
odor of the dab of food intrigues him he 
drifts closer to it and gingerly samples it. 
If it hits the spot, the afit stays right 
there and gorges on the food until he is 
full to his necktie and collar. Then he 
backs off and makes tracks for home. No 
doubt he tells the boys at home all about 
it, for pretty soon three or four more are 
on hand filling up on that particular dab 
of honey, or lard as the case may be and 
in a very short time there is a steady 
stream of ants coming to the dab of food 
and another steady stream heading for 
home. 

In the meantime the same thing is hap-
pening in connection with the other dab 
of food so that in a reasonable length of 
time you can easily observe that both the 
lard and the honey are respectively at-

tracting the two types of ants and that 
both kinds of food are slowly being carried 
away to the ants' nests. 

Ants Are Fussy Feeders 
After watching awhile you can spot an 

ant two feet away and by his appearance 
tell with pretty fair accuracy whether he 
will go to the honey or the lard. In other 
words ants are pretty fussy as to what 
they will and will not eat, and it is fairly 
obvious that this partiality as regards food 
renders ant control that much more diffi-
cult. I have heard men say that they 
cleaned up the ants in a green by feeding 
them poisoned syrup or poisoned honey, 
but this statement is otfen to question. 
They might possibly have cleaned up the 
sweet-loving ant species present but not 
those species preferring animal matter, for 
the simple reason that the latter will not 
go near the syrup. 

Now if you go a step further in your 
ant research and place a little dab of 
honey and lard on the turf, said honey 
or lard containing a little arsenic or other 
poison you will note another peculiar re-
action on the part of the ant visitors. 
Right away they become suspicious. They 
sample the poisoned food but they don't 
go at it with any enthusiasm, and pretty 
soon the poisoned honey or lard is virtu-
ally deserted as far as the ants are con-
cerned. Anything more than the merest 
trace of poison in the bait repels the ant 
population automatically. In other words, 
ants are no dummies. They know their 
onions and you can't fool them. 

Under the circumstances the mixing up 
of a batch of poisoned food for ant con-
trol is no job for the local groceryman, and 
I seriously doubt if the mixture concocted 
by the amateur experimenter ever deci-
mates the ant population to any great ex-
tent. At most they have a tendency to re-

Expert Spreading for your course — AT 1/6 
the master all-purpose 

HOFMANN, SR. 
DISTRIBUTOR 

Without this equipment, it takes six 
men, carefully, cautiously, expertly 
spreading, to duplicate its work. 
Greens quickly react to this superla-
tive care. 120-lb. capacity; ruggedly 
built for long service, yet balanced 
for swift handling:. No stops while 
adjusting feed; no marks from 
wheels. Full details and name of f f v ais0 make a 
nearest dealer upon request — write smai/er s{zei called 

T H l f SAXEM TOOL CO, Salem. O. H^mann, Jr. Distributor. 
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