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A Direct Message
to all Pros

from

“Jor Better Golf
At 8 for 25¢ Celluloid REDDY
TEES represent 1009 value.

At 18 for 25¢ Birchwood REDDY
TEES represent 1009 value.

—But some golfers

want cheaper Celluloid Tees
—therefore, we have placed
on the market, in addition to

REDDY TEES—

THE CELLULOID TEE
12 for 25¢

ASSORTED COLORED TOPS
RED, GREEN, BLUE, YELLOW
Sold by all leading jobbers.

Made by

the Makers of REDDY TEES
The Original Golf Tee of the World

The Nieblo Mfg. Co., Inc.

Executive Office

38 East 23 rd Street
New York
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PRO-FINISH

MINTON

GOLF SHAFTS

have

NATURAL TORSION

and

SWEETEST FEEL

Why do Bobby Jones and
Leo Diegel both use Hickory
Shafted Clubs?

Why should you experiment
with new fangled substitutes?
What’s good enough for Jones
and Diegel is good enough for
us. Why are some of our
former champions so far off
their game this year with sub-
stitute shafts in their Bags?
There MUST be a reason!

The Progressive Pro can
easily see the plain handwrit-
ing on the wall.

MINTONS have been Hick-
ory Golf Shaft headquarters
for 25 years and will continue
to be—always furnishing high-
est quality—and taking care of
both Professional and Manu-
facturer.

Finished Putter Golf Shaft
Clubs for Miniature Golf
Courses—also Pro Finished
Putter Shafts furnished
promptly—in any quantity.

There is NO SHORTAGE
of Good Hickory Golf Shafts
at the Minton Plant.

T.W.Minton & Co., Inc.

BARBOURVILLE, KY.

= HICKORY =

The advertisers pay for your GOLFDOM; deal with them.
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TwelveMonth Play Only One
of Sunkist District’s Problems

By ARTHUR LANGTON

is that section of the state bordered

on the north by the Sierra Madre
mountains, on the south by the Mexican
border, on the west by the Pacific ocean,
and on the east by a range of mountains
and a desert. Los Angeles is located at
the northern end of the coast line and San
Diego is at the southern extremity. Pecu-
liarly enough this strip of land, which in-
cludes about 11,000 square miles, is the
only plain of any significance in the whole
of California not separated from the Pa-
cific by one or more ranges of mountains.
This physiographical fact makes for climatic
and growing conditions such as are found
nowhere else in California or the United
States, and also creates some unique
greenkeeping problems.

THE Southern California coastal plain

The scanty moisture blown in from the
ocean during the winter and spring
months is stopped from being deposited
anywhere but on the plain by the moun-
tains which guard it. Standing on any of
the mile-high peaks in these ranges one
can look toward the ocean and see fertile
orchard lands dotted with prosperous
communities. The ocean breezes bring
moisture and make the climate comfort-
able at all times of the year.

Turning around one can see something
entirely different, a vast area of dry, hot
waste, barren of vegetation except such
desert growths as cactus, sage, and grease-
wood. Snakes and lizards make their
home there, but all else are kept away by
the heat and the lack of moisture.

Thus it may be demonstrated forcefully
that these mountains are connected vitally
with conditions in Southern California.
But also in another sense are they re-
sponsible for the phenomenal development
of the territory: the soils, which will sup-
port almost every kind of plant life, are
basically a decomposition of the granite
which once made the mountains greater
than they are today. This granite has
been decomposed by atmospheric condi-

tions and then washed down into the val-
leys below by the seasonal rains.

Course Betterment Is Theme

Because of the balmy climate, the fertile
soil, and the people who came to the dis-
trict to live, it was only natural that
many fine golf courses should be built,
which they were to an inordinate degree
characteristic of the state. This was until
a few years ago when the saturation
point for the prevailing conditions was
suddenly reached and passed, with the re-
sult that several clubs met financial disas-
ter. Within the last few years the growth
of courses has been along the line of im-
proving or enlarging those already estab-
lished rather than in the construction of
new ones.

After the orgy of construction, Southern
California golf officials set about the very
serious work of improving their courses
with the admirable aim in view of making
them the finest in America. The ground
was examined where turf growth was not
satisfactory and faults were corrected. In
many cases deep-well and pump systems
were substituted for rather unreliable com-
munity water supplies, a highly necessary
procedure because water officials were apt
to cut the amount of water allowed to
golf courses toward the end of the six-
month dry season. The introduction of
bents and high powered fertilizers made
for better greens, but also caused a lot of
grief until local greenkeepers began to
learn how to obtain better results. The
period of probation for bent grasses was
one of wild experimentation which has
not died away entirely, although investi-
gation is following more uniform lines
than it did formerly.

Gradually some truly magnificent courses
in this district began to evolve which were
at least on the same plane of perfection
as their eastern counterparts. More and
more visitors were attracted by them and
all efforts were bent successfully upon im-
proving them. Players of note from all
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parts were attracted by the famous mid-
winter tournaments with their offer of
glittering prizes.

A close approach to golfing perfection
was achieved in spite of the fact that Cali-
fornia philanthropy was involved. Here
an explanation is required: the richer
people of California, the golfing class, are
unusually loath to part with their money for
any reason whatsoever. It is a phenome-
non inexplicable but recognized by solici-
tors for charity organizations and com-
munity projects of any kind, and by
treasurers of golf courses. It is not my
purpose to attempt an explanation; suffice
it to say that wages of greenkeepers in
the West were, and are, less than those
of BEastern greenkeepers, and they most
certainly deserve an increase. Further-
more, California golfers are in the habit
of demanding more. On the coastal plain
area they expect 355 days of perfect play-
ing conditions. On the other ten days
they grudgingly allow rain to fall. Players
in the state have become so used to their
daily round of golf that on many courses
greens are not taken out of play while
being topdressed or repaired in any way.

Rely on Mechanical Methods

From reports it would seem also that
Eastern courses employ more men than do
those of the West; that is, on a basis of
men per job. Eastern courses do not have
four, five, or six men devoting their time
exclusively to irrigating fairways. It may
be because of the paucity of employes that
local clubs rely upon machinery to do
much of the work. A Southern California
greenkeeper visiting a large Eastern course
was surprised to find that six men were
employed in the topdressing of a green.
He was astounded to learn that this gang
was satisfied to complete two and one-half
greens a day. It was the Easterners’' turn
to be astonished when they learned that
the Westerner was accustomed to top-
dressing all of his 18 greens in not more
than three and sometimes in two days
with a gang of three men.

But this is a digression. Getting back
to the courses of the Southern California
coastal plain, from the players’ standpoint
they are of three varieties or classes. In
the first class are the courses of pri-
vate clubs with money enough to build
and maintain them as championship lay-
outs On them perfection of fairway, tee,
and green is taken for granted; bunkers
are kept flawless; rough is carefully cul-
tivated and trimmed; hedges have a mili-

GOLF and

GOLF BALLS
Do They Work Together?

It costs money to play golf . . and Golfers
know it. But the average golfer . . and
there’s a few million of them . . is sat-
isfied provided he derives pleasure from
the game which is somewhere in line with
the investment.
. - .
There is one unnecessary and aggravat-
ing premium exacted on some courses
that might well be dispensed with . . a
premium that often causes the entire in-
vestment in the game to be questioned.
. - -
This premium is represented in golf balls
. and there's a few million of them . .
that have to be left behind on the course
because they happen tc lie in a tempo-
rarily undiscovered position.
.« * »
They belong to these golfers just as much
as their bags or their clubs . . but the
minute they remain “at large” unmarked,
ownership becomes easy to transfer and
the game goes on, and soc do the balls.
. @

The large majority of these undiscovered
(by the player) balls become part and
parcel of another game that has very lit-
tle in common with a sport as clean as
golf . . the gyp Enll business.

L

Thousands of dollars are represented in
this continuous interchange of unmarked
balls which might otherwise be expended
for the purchase of new and legitimate
equipment in which the pro would enjoy
a larger share of'proﬁt.

P

Contrast this picture with other courses
where Fulname Marking is the rule of
the club and the Fulname System of
Golf Ball Control is in force . . courses
where pros are happy and players get
more pleasure out of the playing and an
adequate return on their investment,
Think it over.
The Fulname Balmark Machine and
the plan that is making for better
golf in over 3 clubs is available
under club terms that require no in-

vestment of club funds. A request
will bring full details.

The Fulname Company
707 Southern Ry. Bldg.
CINCINNATI OHIO

#



64

tary appearance; and no detail is over-
looked. Riviera, Wilshire, Los Angeles,
Flintridge, Bel-Air are some of the clubs
which come in this category.

In the second class are a large number
of courses which present excellent playing
conditions, but which lack the polish of
the uppermost class.

Just golf courses constitute the third
class, and its number is comprised of
clubs gone to seed financially, some public
and municipal layouts, and courses sup-
ported by small communities. While the
quality of these courses is not of the
finest, there is a tremendous amount of
golf played upon them, and the green-
keeper of each, restricted in expenditure,
has a year-long struggle to keep the balls
rolling.

As has been indicated, this territory’s
greatest problem is to keep its more than
80 courses fit to play upon every month
in the year. This necessitates the applica-
tion of large amounts of water which in
itself is the greatest concern of the green-
keeper. There are no natural rivers or
lakes in this area from which water may
be obtained; clubs must buy it from com-
munities or. get it from their own wells
and pumping equipment. It is not unu-
sual for a club to buy more than $7,000

THE BETTER YOUR GAME
THE MORE YOU'LL

\\%\ APPRECIATE

THEM
/ ST \ \ \ \ \
/ GOLF \\
CLUBS
FULL LINE OF
WODDS AND IRONS

),

7

ASK YOUR PRO - HE SELLS
BUTCHART-NICHOLLS CO. SPRINGDALE.CONN.
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worth of water each year. One club re-
ceived a bill for $1,400 for water supplied
in the month of July of this year. On the
other hand, those clubs which want their
own plant must pay for pumps, tanks, a
deep well, and a monthly power bill which
may amount to about $200.

When and how much to irrigate are two
knotty guestions that must be solved by
the Southern California greenkeeper.
Courses near the mountains usually are
built upon granitic soil which, though
fertile, is very rocky and gravelly and will
not retain surface moisture. Water can
be poured on these layouts all night and
half an hour after it is turned off not a
sign of it will be found anywhere. Nearer
the coast and in the valleys and lowlands
the opposite condition is experienced.
Here courses have very finely grained
soil, sometimes adobe, which will not
allow water to penetrate, thus necessitat-
ing the use of tiles and drains. One
course has had to resort to digging open
ditches through the fairways as the only
means of removing surplus water. Yet if
a large quantity were not applied the
ground would set like concrete and the
grass would wither. Some of these courses
have found that lime is very beneficial be-
cause it gives the soil a more granular
texture, thus allowing the water to pene-
trate.

When to water has caused much loss of
sleep on the part of Southern California
greenkeepers. Fairways, of course, are
watered during the night, but greens pre-
sent a different proposition. It has not
vet been demonstrated to the complete
satisfaction of Western greenkeepers
that there is or is not a connection be-
tween the time of watering and the
growth of brown-patch. Some greenkeep-
ers water their greens only in ‘the early
morning when the ground is cool; others
water during the night and the early eve-
ning. So far there has not been a com-
parison of methods and results to arrive
at any definite conclusion, and all greens
seem to be subject to the scourge in a
greater or lesser degree.

A grass which constitutes a universal
problem in this territory is Bermuda, pop-
ularly known as ‘“‘devil grass.” It is harsh
and stringy and only constant surveillance
will keep it out of greens. Most fairways
are of this grass exclusively because it
cannot be eliminated and because it pro-
vides a good mat for the ball. Its worst
points are its coarseness and winter looks.
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When re-ordering Tees l

ask for

6‘PEG”

REG. U. 8. PATENT OFFICE

Colored tops or
all White Celluloid

“PEG"” is clean,

smooth and pleasant
to handle.

Mounting sales clearly
indicate that the trend
is to *““PEG,” the Cel-
lulotd Tee that 1s so
easy to use.

Your Jobber has it.

GRANBY MFG. CO., Inc.
KEENE, N. H.
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gain—in 1930

TUFHORSE
GOLF BAGS

lead all others in
Pro Shop Sales!

And, as further proof that TUFHORSE
Quality, Policy, Price and Profit are right,
the margin of leadership in 1930 is greater
than ever.

It’s not too early to
ask Mrs. Tatterbag
if she doesn’t think
Mr. Tatterbag
would like a TUF-
HORSE bag for
Christmas.

The TUFHORSE
Line includes bags
made from: Gen-
uine Pigskin, Wal-
rus, Elkskin, Cow-
hide, DuPont Fab-
rikoid, Wexford,
English Service
Duck and Heavy
Canvas . . . with a
wide variety to
choose from.

The new photo-
graphic display
hanger is doing a
good job of selling
for hundreds of
Pros. Send for
yours—today.

DES MOINES GLOVE
& MFG. CO.

DES MOINES, IOWA

“SUPERIOR” MODEL
Lists $65.00

You save time and money by answering GOLFDOM ads.
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Fall ¥airway Vertilization
for Wull Season Results

By B. R. LEACH

“Is this train ever on time?” growled the
grouchy passenger.

“Oh,” replied the conductor, “we mnever
worry about it being on time. We're satis-
fied if it’s on the track.”—Wall Street
Journal.

SK the average greenkeeper what he
would like to have in the shape of
an increase from his club and the

reply would in all probability be as fol-
lows:

1. An increase in salary (a substantial
one, say $10 per week).

2. An increase in the amount of fer-
tilizer for the fairways.

Oddly enough increases in both of the
above items are equally as scarce if we
consider golf clubs as a whole.

“Increase in pay!” said one of my
greenkeeper friends in the Philadelphia
district recently. ‘Great gums, I haven't
had a boost in my pay since the second
battle of the Marne, and I only got it then
because I had a fat job all lined up in the
shipyards.”

“And when it comes to fertilizer for the
fairways of this tinpot cow-pasture that
the members insist on calling a sporty
course, why when I even think about it
my neck gets so hot that I can hear my
celluloid collar fairly sizzle.” The fair-
ways of this crab grass paradise have had
virtually no fertilizer since the Spanish-
American war.”

“In January a year ago they promised
me $2,000 for fertilizer and work on the
fairways. Did I get it? I did not. The
chairman spent the jack for an asphalt
parking place.”

“Again this spring,” continued my irate
friend, “they gave me the same line of
bull, but along in April they got in a gang
of fast talkers, and then what was left
of my fertilizer money went into the build-
ing of a blankety-blank rock garden.
There it is over on that slope. All you
need is a six inch rattlesnake on one of
those stones and you could imagine your-
self in the wilds.”

That the above instance of a greenkeep-
er’s resentment at the starving of his fair-
ways is far from being unique is evi-
denced by my experience as-a consultant
when a golf club would pay me a fat fee
for advising them on the subject of grub
control, and every other little thing they
could think of on the spur of the moment.

On my arrival at the club the green-
keeper and myself would take a walk
around the course, and the conversation
would go something like this:

Greenkeeper—“What do you think of
the fairways?”

Me—*Lousy.”

Greenkeeper—“Ain’'t it so. Tell the
chairman about it when he comes this af-
ternoon.”

Me—“0. K.”

Greenkeeper—*“0. K.”

Me—'*What kind of fertilizer do you
prefer for fairways?”

Greenkeeper— Right over here is a
small patch I treated with Spivins Non
Plus Ultra brand last fall. It sure does
put pep in the grass.”

Me—*“Spivins is good stuff and the price
is right. How many tons do you need?”

Greenkeeper—*‘1 ought to have 20 tons.
Tell the chairman to buy 40 tons. He is
tight and will cut your estimate in half
on general principles.”

Me—*0. K.”

Greenkeeper—"“0. K.”

Whereupon we adjourn and have a
drink of ginger ale. That afternoon I
meet the chairman, who proves to be a re-
tired corset manufacturer. He reads my
stuff in GOLFDOM and considers me two
or three cuts above the common herd. I
tell him that he has a wonderful course,
whereupon he swells up like a poisoned
pup. I casually intimate that the fair-
ways are about ripe for a good shot of
fertilizer in order that there may be no
let down in the fine course condition. He
affirms that he has been thinking the
same thing himself (which is, politely, ro-
mancing). I suggest that 40 tons of
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EVEN AFTER
SUMMER GOES...

Keep on
FIGHTING
BROWN PATCH

Don’t let autumn trick you into a truce with
brown patch! Summer weather may linger, and as
long as it does, brown patch menaces your costly
greens.

Leading greenkeepers now use Du Bay Semesan
and Nu-Green to protect their turf until all danger
is past. They know brown patch fungi can not
thrive on greens treated with either of these
effective fungicides.

A pound of Semesan or Nu-Green to 50 gallons
of water will treat 1000 square feet of turf by
sprinkling. Applied by power sprayer, 50 gallons
of Semesan solution will treat 2000 to 3000 square
feet—50 gallons of Nu-Green solution, 1500 to
2000 square feet. Semesan is recommended where
soil is highly fertile; Nu-Green, where the fertility
is lower.

Early spring damage from snow mold may also
be prevented by treating greens with Semesan
just before the ground freezes. Use 50 gallons of
solution to each 1000 square feet of turf.

SEMESAN NU-GREEN
BBy $ 13.00 LB S e $ 9.00
25 lbs 56.25 @8- 1beis a5 37.50
300 108 v pes e 220.00 200Abesiiy oo i 145.00
30010 3 < b 645.00 300:1bac. s iaoiid 420.00

Order now from your seedsman or golf supply house.
Bayer-Semesan Co., Inc., 105 Hudson St., New York, N.Y.

n!] BAY

q
€ ug v

SEMESAN

REG. U. S. PAT. OFF.

NU-GREEN

REG. U. S. PAT. OFF.

The advertisers pay for your GOLFDOM; deal with them.
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Spivins would be about right. He thinks
that 40 tons would be more than they can
stand right now, but they will certainly
buy 20 tons. All of which is simply added
proof of the old adage that greenkeepers,
in common with all other poor mortals,
are rarely prophets in their own baili-
wicks.

Fairways Need Help

At any rate the fact still remains that
golf clubs in general are still spending
too much money for grass seeds and not
enough for fertilizer in respect to fairway
management, although the trend is slowly
changing in this regard, due mainly to the
steady hammering of the turf journals
and fertilizer companies, whose efforts are
bent on educating the clubs to appreciate
the futility of sowing grass seed on fair-
ways so poor that they are unable to main-
tain the thin stand of grass already
present.

Since the annual application of fertilizer
to the fairways is steadily increasing in
this country there"are certain pertinent
facts which may well be considered at this
time. A
1. The experiment stations and turf
yesearch organizations have a pronounced
tendency to consider fertilizer purchasing
from the price angle. They will tell you,
for instance, that in fertilizer A, a pound
of mnitrogen costs 19 cents while in fer-
tilizer B it costs only 17 cents. Conse-
quently they will tell you that fertilizer
B is the best buy. Maybe yes, maybe no.
‘ Price does not always tell all the
story of a fertilizer, especially when it is
to be used for a specialized purpose such
as fairway treatments. Maybe the nitro-
gen in fertilizer B is quick-acting and
won't stay with you over a growing sea-
son, while the nitrogen in fertilizer A is
slower acting and will stay with you
throughout the season. Common sense
dictates the answer that fertilizer A at
19 cents per pound of nitrogen is a cheaper
buy than fertilizer B at 17 cents per
pound of nitrogen when you consider the
labor cost of repeated applications
throughout the season of small quantities
of quick acting fertilizer B.

2. When I apply fertilizer to fairways
I want to apply something which will
keep the grass up on its toes for the en-
tire season, thereby doing away with the
necessity of additional costly applications
of fertilizer at intervals of 30 or 60 days.
Applications of fertilizer at short inter-
vals is 0. k. for greens because the area

GOLFDOM

is small and the labor cost relatively un-
important, but such is not the case with
fairways where we are dealing with acres
rather than square yards. For this rea-
son I want to get the fertilizer on the
fairways and be done with them for an-
other year.

A Long Pull for Fairways

3. In order to confine fairway fertilizer
treatments to one each year it is essential
that the fertilizer mixture be a sort of
long pull mixture rather than of a flash-
in-the-pan makeup. Such a long pull mix-
ture should contain some quickly avail-
able nitrogen, usually of an inorganic
form such as ammonium sulfate, but the
great bulk of the nitrogen in the mixture
should be in an organic form since this
form of nitrogen is slower in its action,
is gradually made available to the plant
and thereby carries the grass along until
the end of the growing season.

With this sort of a balanced mixture
the quick-acting, inorganic nitrogen gives
the grass a kick in the ribs and makes it
push up a heavy green growth early in the
spring when the ground is cold, at which
period the organic forms of nitrogen are
inclined to be very sluggish. By the time
the ground has warmed up the inorganic
nitrogen has shot its wad; the warm soil
then begins to act on the organic nitrogen
and the grass gets the additional food as
needed throughout the remainder of the
growing season. !

The long pull fertilizer mixture should
also be adequately supplied with phos-
phates and potash in order that the nitro-
gen of the mixture may be adeqguately
supplemented and reinforced by these two
necessary ingredients.

4, 1 do not propose to discuss any spe-
cific mixture formulated along the above
lines or the amount that should be ap-
plied per acre. These are questions which
had best be carefully discussed with your
local dealer and the service departments
of the various sound fertilizer companies
catering to golf courses. Conditions differ
so greatly in the various sections of the
country that blanket recommendations are
absurd, to say nothing of being dangerous.

5. If vou plan to buy the various in-
gredients of this fertilizer mixture and
mix them yourself, o. k. I mixed five tons
of fertilizer on one occasion and the
Madam made me sleep in the barn for
three nights, until the odor dissipated
somewhat. It is my personal opinion that
the place to mix fertilizer is in a fertilizer
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Give Your
Fairways and Greens
a Complete Feeding—Now!

Advantages Of LIBERAL application

of ARMOUR'S SPE-
Fall Feeding With CIAL TURF FER-

TILIZER develops a strong

Armouﬂr’s SPECIAL active root structure. It

feeds the entire plant, not
TURF FERTILIZER ol i v i et
Eolor, but it developsy agroot

. . structure which is able to
Increased stooling and imme- draw from Nature’s stores

diate thickening of the turf. the elements and moisture

necessary for continued

Stronger, larger, root structure. growth and strength.

Improves COlOl‘, texture and Insoluble fertilizers lie on top of

Vvearing qua]ities, the ground and the grass roots turn
upward to get the plant foods which
Develops grass ahead of weeds. they contain. This gives the grass
a shallow root structure which can-
Gives later fall play, not withstand severe droughts and
winter freezing. The plant foods
Lessens winter damage. in ARMOUR’S SPECIAL TURF
FERTILIZER are largely soluble.
Insures earlier spring play. They enter the soil with the first
% good rain or watering and are sus-
Lessens turf diseases and saves pended in the soil waters until
needed. The grass roots grow

money.

downward after these plant foods,
thus making deeper, heartier root
growth which better withstands
disease, the extreme cold of winter
and the destructive hot dry sum-
mers such as we have just ex-
perienced.

Make an application of 300 lbs. to
500 lbs. on your fairways and 15
Ibs. per thousand square feet on
your greens at once. Have a good
playing turf this Fall and insure
early play next Spring. If your
budget does not permit a complete
program pick out the fairways and
greens which are most in need of
attention. Results will prove it.

Under nourished, poor- Properly fed, well de-

ly developed roots (‘?“l]:l;e v'o]nped) ml(:;: groduﬁ; Corrcspondenre solicited !rom
weak grass, susceptible strong, healthy, droug 4

to drought and diseases.  resistant turf, dealers and jobbers.
e R

Armour Fertilizer Works
General Offices
111 West Jackson Blvd.

CHICAGO H.L.

The advertisers pay for your GOL.FDOM; deal with them.
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[HE HOLE-IN-ONE CLUB
GETS A NEW MEMBER

WHEREVER it's played

the Thompson Greenkeeper Sprinkler has been
unanimously elected to the Hole-in-One Club.

This new sprinkler, by the world’s largest ex-
clusive sprinkler manufacturer, has made most
remarkable plays on courses whose operating
water pressure ranges 15 to 25 pounds . . . It
sprinkles perfectly at all times, giving absolute-
ly uniform distribution over an area of 60 to
30 feet.

’If your water pressure is low, you'll want the
‘Greenkeeper. If it's higher than 25 pounds,
there’s the Thompson Master . . . Each is guar-
anteed against defective workmanship and
materials for 3 years.

Your equipment dealer has 'em both.

EOystems
Sprinklers
THOMPSON MANUFACTURING CO., INC.

2251 East Seventh Street...LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
325 W. Huron Street...CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Sprinklin

.. . and Hose

LF
COURSES
Ere.
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factory where they have the proper ma-
chinery to insure a perfect mix, a condi-
tion very difficult to secure when a shovel
is employed as the mixing agent. For this
reason I prefer the mixed fertilizer every
time, mixed all ready to dump into the
spreader. Furthermore, I prefer high
grade stuff. One ton of 10-8-6 is prefer-
able to two tons of 5-4-3, first because one
ton of the former costs less than two tons
of the latter since it costs just as much to
manufacture, handle and bag a ton of
cheap stuff as a ton of good stuff, second
because there is a saving of 50 per cent
in freight and lastly because there is only
half as much bulk of material to handle
in the actual spreading operation on the
course.

Fall versus Spring Fertilization

There seems to be a decidedly firm con-
viction in golf circles that early spring is
the time to apply fertilization to fairways.
As a matter of fact early spring is a good
time to carry out this operation but it
most certainly is not the only time in the
year when fertilizer can be applied to the
fairways with success, in fact there are
many sound reasons for doing this job in
the late fall rather than early spring, the
actual application of the fertilizer being
time for that period between the cessa-
tion of grass growth and the freezing of
the soil. This period varies in the differ-
ent sections of the country, but in the
vicinity of Philadelphia it usually runs
from November 5th to 20th.

At this time of the year the greenkeep-
ing staff has more available time in which
to carry out a major fertilizer spreading
job than it ever has in the spring when
there are a thousand and one things to
do and half enough time to do them in.

Furthermore, unless there has been an
unusual amount of rain, the fairways in
the late fall are firm and it is much
easier to get around with the spreader
without mussing up the turf. This
is especially true in heavy clay soil
areas which dry up slowly in the spring,
but are firm in the average fall season.

However, the most telling argument in
favor of fall fertilizer treatments of the
fairways consists in the fact that by doing
so you get a quicker kick out of the fer-
tilizer during the early spring months.

This fact can be readily proved by treat-
ing a patch of fairway with fertilizer in
the late fall and treating a patch along-
side it with the same quantity of the same
fertilizer in the spring. The fall treated



