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on your golf course or
waiting in a concourse ...

You can always Connect. Guide. Manage.

Golf course management never stops, and when other responsibilities arise, you often need to
be in multiple places at once. At this year's GCSAA Conference and Trade Show, you'll see how

you can make data-driven decisions to manage your entire operation like never before.
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Kalida® combines a novel FMC SDHI with a next-generation DMI for
a complete solution against Anthracnose, Bipolaris leaf spot, Fairy
Ring, Large Patch and more.
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Keeping up with

The Jones

2024 TOUR GUIDE

“There are no excuses with the people profiled
in this issue. There is only a date on the calendar
when the course needs to be in peak
condition — no questions asked.”
SETH JONES, Editor-in-Chief & Associate Publisher

These courses are
must-see TV

Welcome to the second-ever Golfdom Tour Guide!

In this special issue, we
change the entire format of
the magazine to celebrate pro-
fessional golf tournaments
and the superintendents who
host them. In thisissueisa
complete list of every pro-
fessional tournament with
the host superintendents,
their education and years of
experience in the industry
— proudly sponsored by our
friends at Underhill.

It also includes more than
20 interviews with these host
superintendents. We talked
to them about the challenges
they must overcome to suc-
cessfully host their tourna-
ments, the workforce they
assemble to make it come
together and what advice they
have for others in the busi-
ness who aspire to reach the
top of the profession.

This is certainly a strange
time in professional golf. PGA
Tour television ratings are
down. The PGA Tour’s final

6 // Golfdom Tour Guide 2024

groups have been filled with
— let’s call them unfamiliar —
players. PGA Tour players and
LIV golfers alike are placing
the blame on the divide in the
fields ... the game was better
off with one field of players,
which sadly, most weeks, is a
thing of the past.

That’s something none
of us can control. The golf
industry and golf fans must
sitin the grandstands and see
what plays out with the two
entities and in turn, what can
be done to inject some excite-
ment back into the game after
afew years of negativity.

One thing that can be con-
trolled — that you (our read-
ers) try to control, to the best
of your abilities — is the con-
ditions of the venues where
these tournaments are con-
tested. A quick flip through
this issue shows some of the
very best courses the game
has to offer, places where golf
fans dream of playing. For

those of us stuck dreaming,
we can at least watch and see
how these courses look on TV.

Pinehurst No. 2, Valhalla,
Torrey Pines, PGA West,
Harbor Shores, Detroit Golf
Club — thelist goes on. Col-
lecting the dazzling photog-
raphy for this issue alone was
enough to get me excited for
professional golf — I don’t
care whose name is on the
leaderboard. But then as1
got further into the issue and
started reading the stories of
the superintendents and the
team supporting them... then
I really got fired up.

There are commonalities
among the turf profession-
als profiled in this issue, but
above all else, it’s clear that
these superintendents, direc-
tors of maintenance, direc-
tors of agronomy — whatever
title they go by —havea
unique drive that sets them
apart from others. They don’t
mind going toe-to-toe with

Mother Nature. A micro-
burst, flooding, drought, a
heat wave or a cruel winter ...
there are no excuses with the
people profiled in this issue.
There is only a date on the cal-
endar when the course needs
to be in peak condition — no
questions asked.

Which is more important?
Jordan Spieth or Scottie
Scheffler in the final group,
or that the golf course looks
amazing? I'm a Jordan Spieth
fan from back when, but I'm
a golf fan no matter who is on
the tee.

I'm tuning in to see some
drama play out in the tourna-
ment, but even if thereis no
drama, even if Scheffler is
blowing away the field, I'm
sticking around to see the
golf course. I'm here to see the
handiwork of the people pro-
filed in this issue. That, to me,
ismust-see TV.

To the superintendents
who took time away from
their tournament prepara-
tions to talk shop with me
and my team, thank you. To
those of you in the industry
striving to keep up with the
conditions of TV golf, even
though your workforce and
your maintenance budget are
afraction of what they have,
thank you, too. You're all cut
from the same cloth, and we
celebrate you, too.

Welcome to the 2024 Tour
Guide.©®

Email Jones at:
sjones@northcoastmedia.net.

Golfdom.com
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What's it like to host a major? This story from the May 2006 issue of Golfdom
sheds light on what it was like for Eddie Adams, former head greenkeeper at St.
Andrews, during the week of the 2000 Open Championship on the Old Course. To
read the full article, visit Golfdom.com, and for more stories from tournament-hosting
agronomists, turn the page and check out the Tour Guide.

So you want to host
a major tournament?

BY ANTHONY PIOPPI // Contributing Editor

n the last six years, I've had the
good fortune to be a volunteer
staff member for four high-pro-
file golf tournaments. If all goes
as planned this year, I'll chalk
up my fifth this summer as part of Bob
Reynolds’ crew at Newport Country Club
for the U.S. Women’s Open in June.

My first stint was with Eddie Adams
at the 2000 Open Championship at the
Old Course. I was back at the Old with
Euan Grant, who was in charge for the
2005 Open. In between I worked a bit for
Craig Currier at Bethpage Black for the
2002 U.S. Open. Last summer Jon Jen-
nings was gracious enough to allow me
to be part of his staff for the Walker Cup
at Chicago Golf Club.

There are common threads that run
through the successes each of these
talented professionals was able to at-
tain with their respective tournaments.
Unlike superintendents who host tour
events every year, these men were faced
with new situations every day. Even at
the Old Course, which hosts a European
PGA Tour event, the rules are different
for the Open.

The first fact Irealized — and itis
unequivocal — is that I would never

8 // Golfdom Tour Guide 2024

S0 You Wapt fo Hést

a Major T

AL ey,
i g e ety

T ey

want to be the superintendent on whose
course such tournaments are held. The
amount of — how can I put this deli-
cately — beetle droppings that comes
with hosting such an event is amazing.

The tournaments, amateur or profes-
sional, garner an inordinate amount of
attention from the media and golf fans
around the world. Often, decisions are
made by governing bodies in which the
superintendent has no input and is left
only to implement and defend.

As an example, in 2000 on the

FROM THE ARCHIVE

Wednesday morning of tournament
week, the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of
St. Andrews, which oversees the Open,
decided to remove the crushed stone and
cement pieces that covered the sidewalk
behind the Road Hole green on No. 17.

As far back as anyone could remember
the surface had always been that way, but
the R&A came to the conclusion that if
aball ended up on the sidewalk players
would be able to sweep away the stone
and cement chips around the ball, classi-
fied asloose impediments, giving them-
selves a teed-up lie.

Even though Adams realized his crew
could be better utilized elsewhere with
the first tee time less than 24 hours away,
he had the entire staff of 45-plus on site
within minutes and in under an hour the
sidewalk was clean.

As Adams said at the time, there was
no reason to get worked up about such
decisions. There was nothing he could do
to change it, so why worry about it? ®

PYTHIUM SEASON
GROWING THE GAME way 2008
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Farmers Insurance Open ..............ccccceevieeieinieeiineennnnens Jan. 24-27
Rocket Mortgage Classic ..............ccccvvueuiiiiiiiiienniennnns June 27-30
KPMG Women’s PGA Championship.................cc........ June 20-23
RSM ClasSiC .........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Nov. 18-24
U.S. Women’s Open ...........ccccceuveiunieiieiinniinniennnns May 30 - June 2
Magnit Championship.................cccooiiiiiiiii, Aug. 15-18
Price Cutter Charity Championship ....................c......... July 18-21
Dick’s Sporting Goods Open.................cceeeeereeiiieeieennnns June 17-23
Regions Tradition....................oooiiiiii May 8-12

The American Express ..Jan. 18-21
BMW Championship...............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiecieeca, Aug. 22-25
Travelers Championship ............c...ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiees June 17-23

IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

FedEx St. Jude Championship..............cccooccivviiiiinnnnnn Aug. 15-18
Shaw Charity CIassiC...............ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieees Aug. 12-18
The Ascendant..................ooooiiiiiiiiiii e, July 11-14
Principal Charity Classic.................ccccccoeiiiiiinnnns May 31 - June 2
Memorial Health Championship.................................. June 27-30
BMW Charity Pro-Am.............cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiceiiee e June 6-9
Mitsubishi Electric Classic .............c....ccovevuiiiiiieinnnnen. April 26-28
U.S. OPeN ..t June 13-16
KitchenAid Senior PGA Championship......................... May 23-26
PGA Championship ........................... ...May 13-19
Kroger Queen City Championship.............................. Sept. 19-22

Golfdom.com
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BY CHRIS LEWIS

Ithough La Jolla, Calif.’s Torrey Pines Golf Course

doesn’t encounter the extreme variations in tempera-

tures that some other United States-based champi-

onship courses do, agronomy staff members face a
variety of difficult challenges.

First, according to Devin Cullen, senior golf course superinten-
dent, the property is predominantly kikuyugrass, while its tees
and approaches are comprised of bermudagrass. As aresult, dur-
ing the winter months, growth tends to decline and off-coloring
occurs.

In response, prior to hosting the PGA Tour’s annual Farmers
Insurance Open, staff members scalp out and overseed the entire
property, except for the North and South Courses’ greens. By
doing so, they're able to offer PGA Tour professionals consistent
and more predictable playing surfaces on both courses — after
customers play nearly 160,000 rounds of golf on them between
each Farmers Insurance Open.

Impressively, they complete these tasks in less than a week,
as the North Course is completely scalped out and overseeded in
three days, as is the South Course, roughly a month apart.

“We must bear in mind that each property has different main-

FARMERS

INSURANCE

OPEN

FAST FACTS

DATES: Jan. 24-27

SENIOR GOLF COURSE
SUPERINTENDENT: Devin-Cullen

CLUB: Torrey.Rines Golf Course
LOCATION:'L'a Jolla, Calif.
TOUR: PGA Tour

tenance requirements,” Cullen says. “The putting greens alone
require different agricultural practices, as the North Course has
bentgrass greens, while the South Course has Poa annua greens.”

Despite these differences, Cullen’s staff strives to ensure every
approach, fairway, green and tee box is as consistent as possible
once the television cameras start rolling.

As Cullen has discovered over the past eight years, it’s certainly
no small task to ensure 36 holes will peak simultaneously, in
order to guarantee that PGA Tour professionals have champion-
ship golf conditions. To do so, he must be
surrounded by the right team members.

“Akey part of our success is having the
right people in the right position who can
execute when needed, as needed,” he says.
“We are constantly doing everything we
can to be proactive in every aspect of our
facility. Although we’ll have moments that
force us to be reactive, by planning for the
worst — and having an entire team that
understands this key objective — we can
get across the finish line each year.”

Torrey Pines’ South Course has hosted a pair of majors, including Tiger Woods’ last
U.S. Open win in 2008 and John Rahm’s first major victory in 2021.

10 // Golfdom Tour Guide 2024

Alongside his full-time agronomy crew,
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In 2019, a Rees Jones-led renovation of Torrey Pines South Course extended the length of the course to up to 7,800 yards. Jones
also helmed a renovation/redesign in 2001.

Cullen receives assistance from 26 agronomy volunteers prior to
each Farmers Insurance Open. Typically, they aren’tlocal either, as
some are from countries like Canada, France, Morocco, Scotland
and the United Kingdom, while others are employed at courses
around the United States.

“Each year, we aim to create an agronomy program that pro-
vides individuals with educational and networking opportunities
that open doors,” Cullen stresses. “We hope to encourage people
to find it within themselves to take the next step in their career
and demonstrate how far our industry can take them.”

To further inspire golf industry professionals, Torrey Pines
has also been renovated in various ways the last few years. For in-
stance, when Cullen joined the property as assistant superinten-
dentin 2016, the North Course was being renovated. At the time,
the City of San Diego, which owns and operates both courses,
was focused on challenging the world’s best golfers, while also
offering amateurs playing opportunities they could enjoy, too.

Shortly after the North Course renovation was completed in
December 2016, the South Course was restored from February to
December 2019, in preparation for the 2021 U.S. Open.

“We updated the irrigation system and moved and re-shaped
each bunker, whilelining every single one with Capillary Concrete
as well,” Cullen states. “We also found and restored the original
green shape.”

He adds, “Finally, a few holes were altered to challenge players

Golfdom.com

and bring our canyons into play. This renovation was fun too, as
we kept the course open throughout the project since we only
worked on two holes at a time.”

As Cullen reflects on thelast eight years and his involvement with
the Farmers Insurance Open, along with the 2021 U.S. Open, he
believes that superintendents must truly understand their courses,
especially as they prepare to host professional golf tournaments.
Although he recommends that superintendents talk to other
superintendents and tournament hosts — in order to determine
whatworked or didn't work for them — they must fully know their
particular courses. The primary reason? What may work for one
superintendent, may not work for someone else, and vice versa.
“Understand your property and listen to it. At the end of the
day, no one should know your course and how it responds to cer-
tain inputs better than you,” Cullen emphasizes. “After all, we,
as superintendents, are the voices that golf courses don’t have."®

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

; -
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BY CHRIS LEWIS

hen golf fans first visit Detroit Golf Club, they

often discuss its charm, as it offers a step backin

time. Although that tends to increase the club’s

appeal, leading to numerous patrons for the PGA
Tour’s annual Rocket Mortgage Classic — along with a wait list
for membership — it does provide some challenges, too.

First off, the North Course is very flat with an old drainage
system dating back to the 1920s. Consequently, whenever the
Detroit area experiences heavy rains, the course has signifi-
cant water overflow on its fairways and rough. Water has to be
pumped from different areas of the course to others that drain
more efficiently.

In addition, Sam Moynihan, superintendent, and his team
have had to clean up the North Course after a microburst thun-
derstorm destroyed 15 trees in a matter of 20 minutes. Unfortu-
nately, the damage occurred on a Sunday evening, just prior to
the Monday practice round for the 2023 Rocket Mortgage Classic.

As aresult of Moynihan’s and his team’s efficiency though,
nine holes of the North Course were open for a practice round
that Monday afternoon. And, by Tuesday, all 18 holes were open
again, justin time for that day’s practice round.

FAST FACTS

DATES: June 27-30
SUPERINTENDENT: Sam Moynihan
CcLUB:-Detroit-Golf Club

LOCATION: Detroit,Mich.
TOUR: PGA Tour

12 // Golfdom Tour Guide 2024
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Mortgage Classic

But that wasn’t the worst challenge Moynihan has ever faced
when leading into the Rocket Mortgage Classic. In May of last
year, just one month into Moynihan’s tenure as superintendent of
the course, two of the course’s greens were vandalized. Images of
the damaged greens made the news, and on X (previously known
as Twitter) the entire turf industry expressed its frustration with
the vandals and its support of Moynihan and his team.

“(The vandalism) is the largest challenge I have faced while
hosting the Rocket Mortgage Classic,” Moynihan emphasizes.
“Shortly after (the damage) we decided to strip the turf off of the
green surfaces and sod them, in order to provide the best possible
playing surfaces.”

Within two days, Moynihan and his team stripped, floated and
sodded the greens. The damage occurred six weeks prior to the tour-
nament, which provided them just enough time to grow the sod.

“The greens performed well during the Rocket Mortgage Clas-
sic and through the rest of the year — a testament to my team
members’ work ethics and talents,” he says.

Prior to his current role, Moynihan acquired extensive experi-
ence in hosting professional golf tournaments, as he worked at
Muirfield Village Golf Club, the home of the annual Memorial
Tournament and Caves Valley Golf Club, host of the 2021 BMW
Championship. He has also volunteered at many professional
golf tournaments, including USGA championships and PGA of
America events.

During those tournaments he witnessed volunteers’ positive
impacts firsthand, preparing him to know what tolook for when
seeking volunteers for the Rocket Mortgage Classic. Without
question, Moynihan has noticed the influence of volunteers even
more so in 2023, as his volunteers assisted him and his team

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 12
members with tree removal after the micro-
burst thunderstorm hit the North Course.

“We divided everyone into different groups.
Some were bucking limbs and logs, while oth-
ers were hauling limbs and brush to strategi-
cally placed chippers,” he says. “Others moved
limbs and brush to log trucks, in order to be
hauled away, while the rest of the volunteers
piled up leaves and hauled them away.”

A majority of the volunteers were super-
intendents from the Detroit area. That year,
Moynihan had roughly 40 volunteers assist
him, a goal he strives to maintain for future
Rocket Mortgage Classics.

“Ireach out to my professional network of
superintendents and ask if they know anyone
who would be interested in volunteering,” he
says. “We also use the reach of the Michigan
Golf Course Superintendents Association
(MIGCSA) and various social media outlets
to help spread the word. We always make it
a point to send out volunteers from our own
staff to other professional events, in order to
return the favor.”

Planning ahead

Some minor course renovation work has been
completed in recent years, such as bunker en-
hancements, drainage improvements and tee

box repairs. Detroit Golf Club is now working
with golf architect Tyler Rae on developing
a master plan that’s focused on the North
Course’s restoration.

Aside from this restoration, Moynihan is
focused on enhancing his team’s plans for fu-
ture Rocket Mortgage Classics even further.
While doing so, he advises other superinten-
dents to do the same as they implement other
key goals.

“Careful planning and coordination are
key, as they’ll reduce superintendents’ stress
whenever they host events,” he says. “Not to
mention, by having the backing of member-
ship while hosting events, superintendents’

lives will be much easier whenever they have
to put their courses back together after events

In 2023, vandals destroyed two Detroit GC greens a month before the Rocket Mortgage
have been completed."® Classic. Days later, crews had the greens resodded in time for the tournament.

PHOTOS BY: SAM MOYNIHAN
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BY CHRIS LEWIS

ithout question hosting a major championship de-

mands the very best from a golf course. And, in turn,

the golf course requires the best of everyone involved
in preparing its championship conditions.

Although Charlie Schauwecker, director of agronomy, takes
pride in Sahalee Country Club’s conditioning, he knows that his
teams’ expectations and standards must increase, in preparation
for the LPGA Tour’s KPMG Women’s PGA Championship.

To prepare the Sammamish, Wash.-based course and his team
for this rise in expectations, Schauwecker has a checklist of proj-
ects and issues, that must be addressed to ensure everyone is
fully prepared.

“Fortunately, that checklist is now shrinking as we approach
the tournament,” Schauwecker says. “It’s important to recognize
that even though the Women’s PGA Championship was the cata-
lyst for much of this work, it will benefit members and guests at
Sahalee for years to come.”

The Pacific Northwest region hasn’t hosted many major champi-
onshipsin the past. This year, Sahalee will host the Women’s PGA

One thing that really

stands out to me is how

many former Sahalee
Country Club staff members get
involved in events like this. It’s
almost like a family reunion when
everyone comes in for the week.”
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WOMENS

PGA

SAHALEE

FAST FACTS

DATES: June 20-23

DIRECTOR OF AGRONOMY:
Charlie:Schauwecker.

CLUB: Sahalee Country Club

LOCATION:"Sammamish, Wash.
TOUR: |.PGA Tour

Championship for the second time — it also hosted the champi-
onship in 2016. Outside of 2016, the club has only hosted two
other majors in its history: the 1998 PGA Championship and the
2010 U.S. Senior Open.

Since major championships are so rare, the Pacific North-
west’s golf and turf communities are supporting the Sahalee
in as many ways as they possibly can. Schauwecker anticipates
approximately 50 grounds volunteers will support Sahalee’s 35
full-time agronomy staff members.

“One thing that really stands out to me is how many former
Sahalee Country Club staff members get involved in events like
this,” he adds. “It’s almost like a family reunion, when everyone
comes in for the week.”

Since joining Sahalee Country Club as an agronomy staff member,
ahead of the 2016 Women’s PGA Championship, Schauwecker has
witnessed numerous improvements at the club’s three nine-hole
courses. Most of these improvements have supported Sahalee’s
tree management plan, which is a fundamental guide to the club’s

Golfdom.com
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management of 7,500 cedars, firs, hem-
locks and maples.

“Sahalee’s golf course architect, along
with certified arborists and the USGA
Green Section, gave advice about three key
goals — how we can improve turf condi-
tions, maintain healthy Pacific North-
western forests and maximize a unique
strategy, which trees present at Sahalee,”
Schauwecker says.

During the 2022/2023 offseason, the
club also underwent a full bunker renova-
tion. At the time, the courses’ 87 bunkers
were 25 years old and in poor condition
with heavily-contaminated sand. As a
result, they offered minimal functional
drainage, if any at all.

Schauwecker — who was promoted to
his current role just before the renovation
began — chose to invest in several drain-
age and bunker liner technologies.

“The redesign has enhanced the

The 2024 Women’s PGA Championship is Sahalee Country Club’s fourth major and only
the third major hosted in the Pacific Northwest this century.

courses’ aesthetics and strategies, as they have more charis-

matic contouring and repositioning,” Schauwecker adds. “Such  Reflecting on his experiences with Sahalee, as it prepares to host

contouring and repositioning will challenge modern-day golfers  its fourth major championship, Schauwecker advises superin-

more, justin time for the professionals to encounter thematthe tendents — and other staff members — to build and maintain

Women’s PGA Championship.”

The par-3 No. 8 on Sahalee CC’s North Course gives golfers a challenge with a small
lake separating the tee complex from the green. best female golfers.”®

Golfdom.com

relationships with golf’s governing bodies, as they consider host-
ing major championships, too.

“From there, opportunities will present
themselves, while tournaments, which
may be a good fit, will be identified as well,”
he says. “For us at Sahalee, the Women’s
PGA Championship is a perfect fit, and the
PGA of America is a great partner.”

As the tournament draws near, Schau-
wecker says he can’t wait for area superin-
tendent volunteers to witness the club’s
renovations. He’s also particularly excited
about watching the world’s best female
golfers display their skills.

“Our courses reward accurate tee shots
and great ball striking, as golfers have to
work it both ways to get around, under
or over our trees,” he stresses. “Undoubt-
edly, the PGA Championship will present
a challenging, yet fair test for the world’s

Tour Guide 2024 Golfdom // 17



RSM Classic

BY SYDNEY FISCHER

here aren’t many professional tournaments held during
the winter months of the year. The weather is unpre-
dictable and it can be tricky to maintain the turf.
Ethan Jones, superintendent at Sea Island Golf Club
in Saint SimonsIsland, Ga., says he hashis fair share of challenges
while hosting the RSM Classic in November.

“We have to fight with the weather a lot around that time,”
Jones says. “Especially with it still being hurricane season and
being on the coast, we have to watch out for that.”

With the end of the year being a battle with the weather for
many courses, the coastal states typically experience an increase
inrain during that time. Jones says their tournament in 2022 was
especially rough when Hurricane Ian hit the East Coast.

“Our whole shop flooded a week before the tournament,” Jones
says. “It was a nightmare.”

Jones says he’s incredibly thankful to all the people who help
during the tournament, including both crews from the Seaside
Course and the Plantation Course, the staff and the volunteers.

A 1928 Walter Travis design, the Plantation Course is one of two courses
at Sea Island Resort that play host to the PGA Tour’'s RSM Classic.
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FAST FACTS

DATES: Nov. 18-24
SUPERINTENDENT: EthanJones
CLUB:-Sea Island Golf-Course

LOCATION: Saint:Simons
ISland, Ga.

TOUR: PGA Tour

In total, there are over 60 people who help get the course in tour-
nament-ready shape.

There’s no question that the week of a tournament is an all-
hands-on-deck kind of event. The stakes are high and it can be
an incredibly stressful time.

Jones says his dog, six-year-old Scout, acts as a morale-booster
and helps keep the crew’s spirits up on the job.
He says she even gets an “all-access” pass for
the week.

It’s in his blood

Before Jones found himself at Sea Island,

there was a time when he almost took over

his father’s landscaping business. He grew up

around grass and knew it was going tobe a part

of hislife one way or another, though.
Continued on page 20
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fter starting his career as

a maintenance worker ten

years ago, Mike Dague

worked his way up to
superintendent of the historic Winter
Park Golf Course in Winter Park,
Fla. Throughout his profession, he
and his small but mighty team of four
gained valuable experience through
course renovations. Dague became
familiar with what it took to build a
golf course, but the responsibility of
managing the course brought its fair
share of complications.

One of the biggest challenges
Dague faced were the tree-lined
greens. About seven of the nine holes
are roadside and shady. Located
near traffic and shaded by oak trees,
the sandy base attracted nematodes,
damaging the turf. This was especially
problematic on a specific green that
received minimal sunlight.

Dague found a solution to the
problem with Quali-Pro’s Nimitz Pro G.
“I like that it is a granular product
— and a smaller granular at that —

which stays down in the fine turf

NIMITZ PRO G

An Excellent Weapon Against Nematodes

profile that we have on the greens,”
Dague says. “Normally when you

have something to spray you have to
chase it again in
two weeks, but with
Nimitz Pro G it’s
just one application
per month for the
three-month plan.
If something can
last for the entire
month and show
the results like it has, I would say that
it is very effective. Just having that
extra bit of protection with Nimitz
Pro G has been night and day to cover
those areas.”

Dague credits his introduction to
Nimitz Pro G to his close relationship
with Quali-Pro Territory Manager
Jeff Rampino. After attending a
launch class and learning about the
benefits, he decided to incorporate
Nimitz Pro G into his green care
routine.

“We saw results right away,” Dague
says. “The green has fully grown
back in and thriving where there was

Mike Dague

Winter Park Golf
Course Photo by:
Mike Dague

practically no grass in certain spots.
It has definitely held up to what they
showed us in the launch class and
what you can expect from it.”

Dague applies Nimitz on a three-
month schedule. The Nimitz Pro G
provided much-needed protection
against nematodes, allowing the turf
to recover without the need to re-sod
the area.

“The greens are by far the best
they’ve been in a while,” Dague says.

He adds that he thinks it is
important for superintendents to
try new products. He also uses other
Quali-Pro products like insecticides,
fungicides and herbicides, all with
success.

“When something pops up on
the course, I'll send Jeff a picture
and he’ll respond with a helpful
suggestion or a solution,” Dague says.
“It’s great to have him as a resource.”

Dague’s advice for other
superintendents is simple: “Just go try
it! Nimitz Pro G has become a staple
in my line-up and will stay that way
for years to come.” &
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Davis Love Il and Zach Johnson helped launch the RSM Classic (then called

the McGladrey Classic) at Sea Island GC in 2010.

Continued from page 18

Once he entered college, he soon found a passion in the golf
course maintenance world. He started at Quail Hollow Club in
Charlotte, N.C., and worked his way up before getting an offer
at SeaIsland.

Despite claiming he’s not very good at the game of golf, Jones
says he fell in love with it and the work that goes into taking care
of the courses.

“Every single day, I think, ‘I love my job,” Jones says. “I'm
not too big on the waking up early part, but when you get out
here and see the sunrise and the wildlife that springs up, it’s
life changing.”

Jones says his favorite memory on the job so far was going
through a full course renovation in 2019 with Davis Love III,
Mark Love and Scot Sherman from Love Golf Design.

“Watching the course go from a golf course to nothing and
then back to a state-of-the-art course was something I'll never
forget,” he says.

Throughout his career, Jones says there’s one piece of advice that
has stuck with him through the years.
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“Our Tour Agronomist, Bland Cooper,
told me, ‘You can’t let things slide. You
have to stay on top of everything. If you
see a disease, you spray there. If you see
ablade out of sorts, you need to jump on
it right then. You can’t let things just ride
out,” Jones says.

Now, after being the superintendent at
SeaIsland GC for five years, Jones says the
advice he has for supers who might want
to maintain a tournament course one day
is to “just be ready.”

“Be ready for the ride because it’s not
like your normal golf course, especially at
aresort course where play never sleeps,” he
says. “We don’t get any breaks. With most
tournament courses, you get a few weeks
of preparation.”

Jones says his crew only gets two days
of prep time when the course is closed be-
fore the RSM Classic begins. The very next
day after the tournament, he has events
stacked up.

“It’s nonstop,” he says. “Golf never
sleeps around here.”®

The Seaside Course takes plenty of inspiration from St. Andrews
thanks to its designer, Charles Alison.

Golfdom.com
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BY ROB DIFRANCO

osh Saunders has spent more time than he can remember
on the golf course. Growing up in southern Virginia, Saun-
ders jokes that hislocal club doubled as a daycare for him
during his teen years.

“Iwould spend the day playing 54 holes. [ was never that kid
that sat at the pool,” he says.

Spending his summers on the course, Saunders remembers
closely watching the club’s three-person maintenance crew as
they worked on maintaining the turf and performing irrigation
repairs. From there, he was hooked.

“Three or four years later, [ was sitting at the dinner table and
told my parents that’s what I wanted to do. I wanted to be a golf
course superintendent and run a golf course,” he says. “And
honestly, since then, I've never steered away.”

Now, Saunders, the superintendent at Lancaster R
(Pa.) Country Club, is nearing what he calls the cul-
mination of years of hard work — hostingamajor, =
the 2024 U.S. Women’s Open. bk

~
[ ]

After several years working at the same course that
served as his second home, Saunders went to college at
Virginia Tech, where he studied to become a superintendent.
During his time in Blacksburg, Saunders picked up a few in-
ternships at tournament-hosting courses, including Westchester
Country Club in Rye, N.Y., which hosted the Buick Open — now
known as the FedEx St. Jude Championship (read more on that

The 2015 U.S. Women’s Open at Lancaster CC boasts the largest crowd in the
event’s history with 135,000 spectators. Superintendent Josh Saunders expects to
break that record in 2024.
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FAST FACTS

DATES: May 30 - June 2
SUPERINTENDENT: Josh Saunders
CLUB:-Lancaster CC

LOCATION: Lancaster; Pa.

TOUR: USGA Championship

tournament on page 44).

Saunders describes his hometown as a “one-stop-sign
type town,” so the move to Rye, about half an hour
:’\ north of New York City, was an eye-opener.

'Oo and the first time Iworked with a staff of that size
with that many different cultures on it as well.

“It was the first time I'd ever seen a walk mower

Not to mention that it was a 36-hole property, for
that matter. So, it was extremely eye-opening to

< T,
4 N C AS‘Q, me,” he recalls.

While at Westchester, Saunders credits longtime
Superintendent Joe Alonzi, CGCS, with encouraging him to
climb the industry ladder.

Thanks to his relationship with Alonzi — and Alonzi’s relation-
ship with the agronomy team at Augusta Na-
tional — Saunders got the opportunity of a
lifetime in 2003.

“I came back home (to Virginia Tech) after
finishing up my internship (at Westchester),
walked into my house and my roommates
were all waiting for me,” he says.

“You could hear a pin drop until one of ‘em

Continued on page 24
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Lancaster CC Superintendent Josh Saunders believes his strong
management team has been crucial to the course’s success.

Continued from page 22
said, ‘Listen to the answering machine.”

On the answering machine, Saunders had a message from Brad
Owen, senior director of agronomy at Augusta National, with an
internship offer. Saunders accepted and spent the spring semes-
ter of his junior year in Augusta, working through the summer.

After his year in Augusta, Saunders quickly found ajob at Kin-
loch Golf Club in Manakin-Sabot, Va., under Peter Wendt. After
spending several years at one of the top courses in his home state,
Saunders took his first head superintendent position at Longue
Vue Club in Pittsburgh, where he worked for seven years before
moving to Lancaster CC in 2019.

In his five seasons at Lancaster, Saunders has gone through the
wringer — nine months after he took the position, COVID-19
brought the world to a halt. After navigating his crew through
the pandemic, the course embarked on a $2.5 million renova-
tion/restoration that saw the course remove dozens of trees and
reinstate several bunkers.

While it was tedious, Saunders says the construction was a
personal highlight for him as a fan of golf course architecture.
Saunders worked closely with architect Jim Nagle on several
projects, including restoring a long-lost bunker from the 1960s.

“There was an old berm between No. 2 and No. 9 and that’s
where the original No. 2 green waslocated,” he says. “After some
research, (Nagle and his team) identified that it was (a bunker)
and put in anew fairway bunker that splits No. 2 and No. 9 utiliz-
ing that original greenside bunker.”

In addition to the bunker projects, the Lancaster makeover cre-
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ated several new tee complexes, added a 14,500 sq. ft. putting green
that connects to the first teeand more than 11 acres of native plants.

Saunders’ current crew at Lancaster is quite a bit larger than the
three-person operation he worked on during his first years in
the business.

“We have a great core group of full-timers here, that includes
some past superintendents. A few of them have been here since
2015, so they've endured (the pandemic and the construction),”
he says.

Over his five years at the club, Saunders has had the oppor-
tunity to develop a strong management team. Two of his team
members started at Lancaster as high schoolers and have since
earned their turf degrees and had internships at other courses.
Saunders has added two others to this team during his tenure.

Saunders’ right-hand man is Superintendent Matt Wolfe, a
Purdue grad, who has been with Saunders for along time.

“He interned for us at Kinloch. Then, he was an assistant for
me at Longue Vue. After being with me for 12 years, he can finish
my sentences which is a good thing and a bad thing. But he also
knows how to keep me inline,” Saunders laughs.

In addition to his current staff, Saunders will have reinforce-
ments from the Women in Turf team, which has continued to
grow over the last several U.S. Women’s Opens.

“Right now, we have 15 total (women in turf volunteers),” Saun-
ders says. “Talso have a turf grad here on my staff as well who is
female. So, there’s definitely going to be a presence here and I'm
excited about it. They've been great to work with.”

At the beginning of March, Saunders took one last getaway
with his girlfriend before preparations for the tournament fully
ramped up. Heading into that vacation, Saunders knew the tour-
nament was creeping into view, but it hadn’t fully hit him yet.

“We had some travel conflicts that delayed us getting back,”
he says. “So, I had to take a red eye to Philly and drove straight
to the course for a meeting with the USGA as the flooring was
being put down for the merchandising tent. When I got out of
the Jeep, got in my cart and drove up there, that’s when it hit
me, thatit’s here.”

Nearly a month later, Saunders says he and his crew are ready
and roaring to put their hard work on display.

“Championship golf has always been a passion of mine. It’s
something I've always dreamt of and wanted to be a part of,” he
says. “ knew that, when I took this position, there was an op-
portunity to have that come to fruition. Five years later, 'm 60
days from hosting the U.S. Women’s Open.”®

Golfdom.com
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At Bull’s Bridge Golf Club in
South Kent, Connecticut, we selected
to use Sand Guard liners for our Fazio
designed bunker renovation project.
We recently experienced an extreme 6.4
inches of rain overnight, and Sand Guard
performed as advertised.

Little to no maintenance was required
after the storm, night and day compared
to our existing bunkers.

We considered several liner options
during the project planning process, and
after this rain event, I'm sure glad that
we selected Sand Guard to help

protect the Club’s new investment

from the challenges of

severe weather.

Stephen Hicks
Golf Course Superintendent

Porous Pave is a great product
for cart paths and parking areas due to the permeability,
flexibility and durability of the product. Porous Pave rounded
out our renovated driving range and practice green withan
aesthetically pleasing pavement our members will enjoy

for years to come.

Craig Henderson
Spring Meadows Country Club Superintendent

Sand Guard
Bunker Liner

Your Long Term Bunker Solution




BY MIKE ZAWACKI

t’s the Monday after St. Patrick’s Day, the opening day at

Metedeconk National Golf Course. This is a recent trend,

considering the lackluster and unseasonable warm winters

Jackson Township, N.J., and the rest of the East Coast have
experienced in recent years.

Asaresult, the private club’s members are chomping at the bit.

“It’'s a warm spring, and everybody’s itching to go,” says An-
drew Mallick, superintendent at Metedeconk for thelast 11 years.
“They were pretty much lined up ready to play this morning.”

Metedeconk National is a challenging 27-hole masterpiece
designed by the legendary Robert Trent Jones and his associate
Roger Rulewich. This golfing gem, situated on 650 acres of rugged
New Jersey wilderness, features three distinct nines that offer
variety and strategic play. The first and third combine to form the
championship course, which hosts the prestigious mid-August
Magnit Championship.

With the unseasonable winter and early play, Mallick has taken
amore conservative approach to maintaining tournament condi-
tions on the course. His intent has been not to push the turf toits
limits and get it to peak during tournament week.

This includes preparing for a worst-case scenario when it
comes to the mid-to late-August weather — intense heat and
drought or extreme precipitation.

“It’s the weather’s unpredictability that’s a real challenge,” Mal-
lick says. “Last year, the Wednesday before (the Magnit), we got
an inch and a half of rain. But in other years, it could be in the
90s during the day and the 70s at night. You just have tolearn to
adapt and adjust to what you're doing on the fly.

“We don’t keep (the course) wet. We just ensure there’s mois-
ture in the ground,” he adds. “I make sure our bi-weekly sprays

FAST FACTS

DATES: Aug. 15-18
SUPERINTENDENT: Andrew Mallick
CLUB:-Metedeconk-National-GC
LOCATION: Jackson Township, N.J.
TOUR: Korn Ferry Tour
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CHAMPIONSHIP

The 2023 Magnit Championship was the Korn Ferry Tour’s first
New Jersey event since the Laurel Creek Classic in 1997.

are on schedule, too. We want to make sure we have everything
covered for the week of the event.”

In addition, Mallick and his crew attempt to minimize wear-
and-tear with solid rollers and a less invasive height of cut on
their greens mowers, keep tee markers off the tournament tees
and manage member expectations in the weeksleading up to this
year’s Magnit Championship.

Members maintain high expectations for course conditions at
Metedeconk National throughout the playing season, and Mallick
believes this benefits the grounds crew.

“Alot of our (tournament strategy) is pretty similar to our day-
to-day operation,” Mallick explains. “And our routine is pretty
much dialed in by the time tournament week approaches.”

Adaptability is paramount in the high-pressure world of tour-
nament course maintenance. Course conditions will make or
break a tournament, whether it’s a prestigious Tour event or a
club championship.

Asa seasoned superintendent, Mallick understands this pres-
sure all too well. His advice for first-timers is to build a strong
support system. Surround yourself with reliable colleagues who
appreciate the occasion’s significance and can be counted on to
execute the plan and perform under pressure.

“You really need to come up with a Plan A, B and C and keep
them in your back pocket and ready to go,” he says. “And you need
the support of your peers, friends, and membership to succeed.
You need a shoulder tolean on when you need help because youre
not going to be able to do it all — even though you want to. So, you
need to use all those resources at your disposal.”"®

Golfdom.com
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BY MIKE ZAWACKI

ighland Springs Country Club has hosted the Price
Cutter Charity Championship since 1990, solidify-
ing its legacy as one of the Korn Ferry Tour’s longest-
running tournaments.

“No pressure,” says Jonathan Prange, Highland Springs’ super-
intendent since January 2022. Highland Springsis a Robert Trent
Jones Jr.-designed par-72 championship course in the shadow of
the Ozark Mountains about 60 miles south of Branson.

“At this point, we're pretty dialed into the event,” he says

The Price Cutter Charity Championship is one of four original Korn
Ferry events still on the tour’s schedule in 2024.
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confidently, adding that, as spring approaches, his crew’s main
agronomic focus - aerification and preemergent control to get a
handle on spring fairy ring — is creating quality playing condi-
tions for the club’s membership.

However, the longevity of the Price Cutter Charity Champi-
onship at Highland Springs creates certain high expectations
and some unique challenges for the turf team. With this year’s
championship slated for July 18-21, successful event prep is all
about timing, Prange says.

Highland Springs is located in Southern Missouri and well
within the transition zone, so the course finds itself stuck be-
tween a rock and a hard place. Mid-July’s brutal heat and hu-
midity can hammer both cool-season and warm-season turf,
Prange says.

“In late July, I'm trying to get fast-and-firm putting surfaces
on (the course’s A-1/A-4) bentgrass putting greens for the Tour
players, which can be quite a challenge,” he says. “And I want to
come out of the Championship and still have healthy greens for
my membership.”

Highland Springs also features warm-season zoysiagrass on
the fairways and tee boxes. Most turf managers will be aerating
their zoysia by mid-July because it’s actively growing. Prange says
punching holes in the turf takes a back seat at Highland Springs
until after the Price Cutter.

“We're in a tough spot because being located here in the tran-
sition zone, half the time it’s smoking hot and the other half its
freezing cold,” he says. “Throw a tour event in the middle of that,
and any cultural practices must be healed and ready to go. Other
courses (in the region) are raising the height of cuts, reducing
mowing, putting on solid rollers and a host of other practices
to get their bentgrass through the heat and humidity. I'm being
asked to lower the height of cuts and do multiple mowings and
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rollings per day to provide quality championship playing condi-
tions when our turfis, frankly, quite stressed.”

Prange explains that getting through this challenge comes
down to basic cultural practices.

For the warm-season zoysia, it starts back in the fall with pre-
ventative applications for patch diseases, and again in the spring.

“Right after the tournament, we do some aeration and ver-
ticutting on the zoysia and try to get it healed up before it stops
growing,” Prange says, “In the spring, we do our preventative
fungicides and herbicides and pretty much let our Meyer zoysia
do what it does.”

Prange adds about a pound of slow-release wetting agents, as
well, to ensure ample moisture to encourage the zoysia to kickin
at the right time.

The cool-season bentgrass requires Prange and his crew to
be more aggressive in the spring with verticutting, topdressing,
organic matter management, using combination PGR products
and meticulous growth data analysis to achieve the fast-and-firm
conditions Tour players favor.

“To measure is to know,” Prange says. “We’re constantly mea-
suring things — firmness, TDR (Time Domain Reflectometry)
moisture and volumetric water content, Stimpmeter readings
— even before the Tour gets here. And then we continue those
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FAST FACTS

DATES: July 18-21

SUPERINTENDENT:
Jonathan:Prange

CLUB: Highland Springs CC
LOCATION:'Springfield, Mo.
TOUR: Korn Ferry.

practices throughout the event.”

While green speed isn’t an issue, the challenge for Prange and
his team is maintaining firmness. Heat and humidity wilt turf
and push greens toward softness. However, the Highland Springs
course is nearly perfect under the right conditions and with the
right amount of moisture.

“The players are just throwing darts onto the greens because the
Meyer zoysiais just meant for that time of year,” he says. “And with
theright conditions, the greens are rolling between 12 and 14 that
are true and smooth. They’re fast, but they’re receptive. [ don't see
the tour backing me off except for very specific pin positions."®

Several high-profile names have won the Price Cutter Charity Championship at Highland Springs, including 2009 Open Championship
winner Stewart Cink who won the tournament in 1996, a year before his PGA Tour debut.
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BY ROB DIFRANCO and BRIAN LOVE

n-Joie Golf Club in Endicott, N.Y. is more than just a
golf course for Superintendent Sullivan Murphy. Now
inhis second year in the head position, Murphy and the
club go way back.

“I started working here in the summer of 2011 on the crew
and I fell in love with it and decided to come back the following
summer,” he says. “It’s kind of funny how it’s worked out ... it’s
come full circle in a way. I started working here in high school,
raking bunkers and mowing greens and stuff. And now I'm here
sitting in the lead chair.”

Murphy got his turf degree from SUNY Delhi and picked up
several internships — including one at En-Joie — before taking
his first assistant job at PGA Golf Club’s Wannamaker Course.
Afterayearasasecondassistant at PGA GCin Port St. Lucie, Fla.,

Located on the Susquehanna River, the En-Joie GC crew regularly deals with parts of
the course flooding during the early part of the season.
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FAST FACTS

DATES: June 17-23
SUPERINTENDENT: Sullivan*Murphy.
CLUB:-En-Joie-GC

LOCATION: Endicott, N.Y.

TOUR: Champions Tour.

he moved an hour south to Quail Ridge CC in Boynton Beach —a
course where he interned in college.

“In 2016 I moved to Florida once I got done
with school and worked (at Quail Ridge) for
the last six years. Then I moved back up here
in the spring of 2022 to accept this position
at En-Joie.”

En-Joie has a long history of hosting PGA
Tour events, dating back to 1971 and the B.C.
Open. The course hosted the B.C. Open an-
nually — except for the 2005 tournament
which was relocated due to a severe flood of
the Susquehanna River — until 2006.

In 2007, the course hosted the first Dick’s
Sporting Goods Open — a Champions Tour
event — and hasbeen the tournament’s home
ever since. Knowing that there’s always a tour-
nament coming every year plays heavily into
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Who knew aeration
and soil modification could
be this easy?

Savvy superintendents know.
Some courses need 4”- 5” depth for drainage, like ©. someneedto
break through shallow arganic matter, like €. And some need to
increase infiltration rates, like €) with DryJect® Maximus®

Tell us your agronomic needs. Drylect can handle it with wet or
dry material. Call today. Let's talk about it.

En-Joie GC opened in 1927 with flat fairways, a handful of trees
and no rough, so patrons wouldn’t lose their ball during a round.

the strategy of Murphy and his crew.

“Everythingwe do isbased on the timing of the event and what
we want to see,” he says. “Being in the floodplain that we are, we
do have some type of flooding every year. (In 2023) we had minor
flooding on several holes and that took about three days to recede. :

So, we kind of expect that at some point in the year, every year.” Just like that YOUT COUl’SE IS L

To combat the inevitable flooding, En-Joie has several pumps Few if any closed days or dlscounted rounds.
the crew can place throughout the property to help move water. ~ That's hOW Dryject can pay you ba(k thousands.
Murphy says that, depending on the severity of the flooding, SEEpge AT o e .
within a few days the area dries out, so his team can mow it, blow t ¢ » 0-2' Q e
itand make it look brand new.

Party time
During tournament week, golfers aren’t the only ones using En-
Joie’s 18th fairway. As part of the event, the club puts on a Friday
night concert that draws alarge turnout.
In 2023, Kenny Chesney performed for the crowd that sat scat-
tered across several of Murphy’s fairways. :
“(The concert) is directly outside my shop and the stage itself B L : R e
is between the two large grandstands,” he says. “You have a few

thousand people scattered across the 18th fairway back into the
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ninth fairway adjacent to it. It’s just nuts, to be honest.”"® LB :
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Regions
Tradition

BY CHRIS LEWIS

ince the Regions Tradition — one of the PGA Tour Cham-

pions’ five major championships — is typically held in

May, Greystone Golf & Country Club will likely encounter
a potentially serious challenge this year: Mother Nature.

Due to the event’s timing, Superintendent Travis Cook says the
Birmingham, Ala.-based club is “at the mercy of Mother Nature.”

“We hope she will send us good turf-growing weather early
enough, so that the Founders Course, which has hosted the Re-
gions Tradition since 2016, looks and plays well for the event,”
he says.

The Founders Course is one of two 18-hole championship
courses on the property. More than 7,200 yards long from the
back tees, the course provides PGA Tour Champions members
a considerable challenge every year, as it has a 75.2 rating and
a143slope.

Greystone G&CC hosted its first pro tournament, the Regions
Charity Classic, just a year after it opened in 1991.
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FAST FACTS

DATES: May 812
SUPERINTENDENT: Travis Cook

CLUB:-Greystone Golf

& Country.Club
LOCATION:'Birmingham, Ala.
TOUR: Champions Tour.

The club’s other 18-hole option, the Legacy Course, is chal-
lenging as well, as it measures approximately 7,100 yards from
the back tees. Members, along with their guests, have plenty of
sights to enjoy, as well as a considerable amount of daunting tasks
to overcome.

“Play has increased over the last several years, as more and
more golfers are learning about the beauty of both courses,” Cook
says. “I'm looking forward to more members and guests enjoying
these amazing properties as much as possible.”

A full irrigation renovation

Last summer, Cook oversaw a complete irrigation renovation at
the Founders Course. Originally, the project was estimated to be
completed in nine months, via two phases, to accomodate the
Regions Tradition. However, it was finished in only four months
— during one phase — instead.

“Liebold Irrigation came in clutch by sending extra staff mem-
bers, in order to make sure we completed the project before the
fall,” Cook says.

The course now has new HDPE plumbing, wire and heads.

Continued on page 34
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Continued from page 32

“Since we pulled in the pipe across the fairways, there was minor
disruption to the turf (but) the scarring was minimal,” he says.

Along with this renovation, another key change has occurred
at the club in recent years: cool-season rough has been added un-
derneath various trees along the Founders Course’s property lines.

“These areas were previously pine straw or natural areas,” Cook
says. “But, by adding cool-season rough, the Founders Course’s
edges have additional color. Furthermore, they allow professionals
and amateurs to have better playability — after hitting errant shots
— than theywould ve had if the course’s natural woods remained.”

Building relationships

Prior to accepting his current role in July 2021, Cook served as
assistant superintendent at the Country Club of Birmingham.
During his tenure from 2016 to 2021, he volunteered to work at
the Regions Tradition, leading him to establish relationships with
Greystone Golf & Country Club staff members.

Ultimately, Cook’s contacts notified him about the club’s avail-
able golf course superintendent job, an opportunity he “jumped
at.” Since accepting the opportunity, his role has evolved quite a bit.

“When Ifirst started, it was more about the daily grind of pro-
ducing pristine conditions and being the ‘doer’ on the course,” he
says. “Since then, we added an assistant superintendent to our
team, leading to a total of two. Consequently, I've been able to
move more into aleadership role, allowing me to not only advance
course conditions, but my assistant superintendents’ careers, too.”

Now that Cook is the golf course superintendent, his relation-
ships with volunteers continue to blossom, and in unique ways.
For example, every year since 2021, his parents and brother have
volunteered, helping the maintenance team with taskslike raking
bunkers, collecting flags and tee markers.

“Their emotional support, along with my wife Kayla’s, helps me
succeed throughout the week of the Regions Tradition,” he says.
“It is rewarding to show my family members, who were skeptics
when I first entered my career, what really goes into maintaining
a golf course. Now they are big advocates of mine.”

Aside from his family, Cook also reconnects with his past
teammates, including those who served as superintendents, staff
members and interns. For example, last year, Thomas Gould, a
former intern who currently works maintenance at Chicago Golf
Club, volunteered all week long.

“A main highlight of working with volunteers is spending a
week with people I've mentored and hearing how great their ca-
reers are now,” Cook says.

Usually, Cook has roughly 50 volunteers who work throughout
the United States. Some have been discovered through social
media, while others arrived through national networking op-
portunities. A majority of volunteers are local though, ranging
from superintendents, to technicians, to vendors.

“We have tremendous support when it comes to industry part-
nerships, which help provide meals, equipment loaners and dona-
tions that allow us to offer an enjoyable environment to everyone
involved,” he says. @

Travis Cook, superintendent at Greystone G&CC, says seeing former team members return as volunteers during the Regions Tradition
is one of the highlights of tournament week.
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The American Express

BY CHRIS LEWIS

ince hosting the PGA Tour’s The
American Express in 2016, Head
Superintendent Denver Hart and
his team have encountered one
challenge in particular: the short timeline
between overseeding and tournament week.
After all, in the Coachella Valley — home
to the tournament’s hosts, La Quinta Coun-
try Club, PGA West Pete Dye Stadium Course
and PGA West Nicklaus Tournament Course
— overseeding tends to occur in mid-Octo-
ber. Each course is thoroughly renovated for
roughly four weeks every year, prior to being
reopened in mid-November. There is a two-
month period between the courses’ opening
day and the start of The American Express.
“Because of the short window, the team
works off of a very calculated weekly schedule,
in order to enhance the golf courses’ various
details, adjust mowing heights and promote
the playing surfaces’ maturity,” Hart says.
This short window is challenging in an-
other way: unlike most professional golf tour-
naments that have one host course, The American Express has
three, and they must be consistent, especially with regard to their

FAST FACTS

DATES: Jan. 18-21

HEAD._SUPERINTENDENT:
Denver-Hart

CcLUB: PGA West

LOCATION:''a Quinta, Calif.
TOUR: PGA Tour

Golfdom.com

Home to six golf courses, PGA West sits at the base of Martinez Mountain, part
of the 30-mile Santa Rosa mountain range.

playing surfaces. Hart oversees PGA West’s Pete Dye Stadium
Course’s and Nicklaus Tournament Course’s agronomy practices.

“We need a lot of time and resources to ensure 54 holes are
consistent,” Hart says. “We strive to provide competitors playing
surfaces that have little to no variation in greens pace, smooth-
ness, trueness and firmness. Working alongside the PGA Tour, we
achieve this by dedicating multiple teams — in the weeks before
and during the tournament — to collect morning and afternoon
data across all three courses.”

Hart adds that the courses utilize the latest in the industry’s
technologies — the GS3 ball, drones, robotic mowers and soil
moisture scanners, to name a few.

“With data, were able to make any necessary adjustments to
our maintenance practices and provide PGA Tour members the
consistency we're looking for,” he says. @
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BY MIKE ZAWACKI

revor Meints is used to change. Every year since he ar-
rived at Castle Pines Golf Club in 2015 as an assistant
superintendent, the Nicklaus-designed course has un-
dergone continuous renovations. For example:

2015: New greens installation.

2016: Renovation of ponds at No. 17 and No. 10.

2018: New HDPE irrigation system.

2019: New water features on No. 9 and No. 17.

2017-2021: Extensive bunker, tee surround and green sur-
round renovations, including redoing the par-5 No. 8 going into
the green, and the whole practice range.

2022-23: Green surrounds, restarting and reassigning fair-
way lines.

This year has been no different, as the course has begun ad-
dressing drainage issues on specific holes throughout Castle
Pines. The course, renowned for its tight fairways and demand-

ing approach shots, will host the BMW Championship this year
from Aug. 22-25.
“We have a lot of drainage going in on some of our most trou-

e i A

gt

traditional stroke play format, for 21 years.

40 // Golfdom Tour Guide 2024

Castle Pines GC hosted The International, one of two PGA Tour events to not use the

FAST FACTS

DATES: Aug. 22-25

SUPERINTENDENT OF GROUNDS
AND AGRONOMICS: Trevor-Meints

CLUB: Castle Pines Golf Club

LOCATION:"Castle Rock, Colo.
TOUR: PGA Tour

blesome holes,” says Meints, superintendent of grounds and agro-
nomics. Hereports directly to Scott Valco, Castle Pines’ director of
golf course and grounds. “We’ll do four this season — the practice,
No. 2,10 and 14. And then we’ll continue into next fall with more
holes until they're all done.”

The 10th hole, a downhill par 4 already notorious for its dif-
ficulty, is poised to become a real test of nerve at this year's BMW
Championship. Thanks to the recent drainage
work, balls will roll further down the slope,
potentially flirting with the adjacent pond.

“Drying out (No. 10 green) will increase
competition because more balls are going to
roll further downhill,” Meints says. “And with
the way (tournament players) are hitting the
ball as far as they are now, that pond is going
to come into play quite a bit. I foresee (No. 10)
being a very difficult hole to get down the fair-
way, especially with us drying it out. The balls
are going to roll out alot longer, and if you can
stay to the front before you get to the pond, it
will be a big get for the players.”

Maintaining a championship-caliber
course while undergoing renovations is no

Golfdom.com
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easy feat, admits Meints. His team has faced
the daunting task of relaying nearly 40 acres
of bentgrass sod over the past five years - a
monumental effort to get roots established
with Colorado’s arid summer climate.

“Regrowing and re-establishing sod has
been very difficult, especially in this type of
dry climate throughout the summer and into
late summer here in Colorado,” he says of the
Castle Rock-based course, which is situated 30
miles south of Denver and 35 miles north of
Colorado Springs. “We're trying to keep (the
new sod) watered and keep it growing and get
it established really quickly.”

Meints tips his hat to the skills and col-
lective agronomic know-how of his grounds
crew, who he says deserves much of the credit
for their sodding success.

“Many of the guys have been with us for
five to seven years, and they really understand
what’s going on (with the course) and what we
need to do to get (the turf) to grow,” he says.

So, what are their sod secrets to get the course
into championship-level playing condition?

First and foremost, minimizing foot traffic
is paramount to allow the new turf to estab-
lish. Irrigation plays a vital role in this process,
as well. Meints says this involves meticulous
moisture monitoring and hand watering.

“The end of July is usually monsoon sea-
son for us. And then in August, it can get re-
ally dry, really quick. Two years ago, we went
August, September and October with undera
tenth of aninch of rain. But then last year, we
did get a little bit of rain. So, managing that —
especially heading into the late August BMW
Championship - can be a big challenge for us.”

Nutrition is critical, as well, and it starts
before the sod is even unrolled.

“We throw a little bit of fertilizer down underneath the sod

A series of renovations and improvements over the last decade have the Nicklaus-
designed Castle Pines GC ready to host its first PGA Tour event since 2006.

Located 6,400 ft. above sea level, PGA Tour pros will get a little extra distance on
their drives at Castle Pines.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

to help it out and to keep it growing,” he says. “We have a special

organic fertilizer that we bring in — it’s got a little bit of compost ' .

in it — helps the roots establish. We've learned getting some or-

ganics down eatly really helps out instead of placing (the sod) on

bare ground.”®

Golfdom.com
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BY CHRIS LEWIS

ach year, Jason Cannata, superintendent at Cromwell,

Conn.s TPC River Highlands, challenges himself and

his agronomy team members to exceed their prior

achievements, as they prepare to host the annual Trav-
elers Championship.

While reaching “for new heights,” they tend to overcome one
significant challenge more than any other: time.

“Our pursuit of perfection often leaves us racing against the
clock,” he says.

To achieve their lofty goals despite their time constraints,
Cannata ensures he and his team members are focused on three
particular aspects for consistent success — communication, or-
ganization and teamwork — regardless of how large or small a
task may be.

“Amidst the endless lists of tasks, which are meticulously
organized and prioritized on spreadsheets and job boards, we
remain vigilant not to overlook the significance of the smaller
details and their timing,” Cannata says. “This, along with con-
stant communication, oversight and coordination among team
members, are essential throughout the progression of our tourna-

FAST FACTS

DATES: June 17-23
SUPERINTENDENT: Jason Cannata
CLUB:-TPC-River-Highlands

LOCATION: Cromwell, Conn.
TOUR: PGA Tour

42 // Golfdom Tour Guide 2024
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TRAVELERS

J CHAMPIONSHIP

ment preparations.”

Based on his past experiences, Cannata is certainly prepared
for virtually any task. After all, he’s been involved in 13 of the
last 14 Travelers Championships, while serving in numerous ca-
pacities. He has also worked for other courses and clubs, which
have prepared him for his current position, while transitioning
between TPC River Highlands, The Golf Club of Avon and New
Haven Country Club.

“Each opportunity has offered unique agronomic and manage-
ment approaches that have contributed to the foundation of my
career,” he reflects.

Thisyear, he will be involved with his second Travelers Cham-
pionship as TPC River Highlands’ superintendent, a role he ac-
quired a few weeks before the 2023 edition of the tournament.

As Cannata prepares for yet another Travelers Championship,
he is fully embracing the opportunity this time around, as he
hashad time to become more comfortable with — and confident
in — his role. He is also thankful for each of his team members,
whom he believes will assist him with many successful Travelers
Championships down the road.

“I'm incredibly fortunate to lead an exceptional team, com-
prised of seasoned professionals in assistant superintendent
roles,” he says. “I also have promising newcomers who are eager
to apply their classroom knowledge to their budding careers.”

There is no doubt about it. Without the efforts of several volun-
teers, Cannata and his agronomy team simply wouldn’t be able to
achieve the level of success they’ve had in recent years. Renowned
for their dedication to TPC River Highlands, the Travelers Cham-
pionship and Cannata and his team, a “core group of volunteers,”
as Cannata calls them, have been available for over a decade.

Golfdom.com
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“Year after year, they return to
supportus,” hessays. “Thelongevity
of this core group is remarkable.”

Offering enthusiasm that is
“infectious,” Cannata adds that
the volunteers are often so eager
to be involved that they actually
compete with each other, to see
who can submit their volunteer
applications back to TPC River
Highlands first.

“Like most stops on the PGA
Tour, our volunteer count typi-
cally lands in the 40 to 60 range,
far less than the triple digit num-
bers a major championship may
draw,” he states. “However, the
story is more about the commit-
ment of our core volunteers than
the sheer number of volunteers.
Their unwavering support is cru-
cial to our event’s success.”

Ashelooks ahead to the future,
Cannata continues to welcome .
more volunteers. Simply put, the
more, the better, as their influence
is undeniable.

“Every year we strive to en-
hance our volunteer program to
maintain local engagement and
interest,” he says. “The camara-
derie and support within our vol-
unteer community exemplify our
industry’s spirit and highlight our
work’s rewarding nature.”

Closer than ever
Along with his team members and
core group of volunteers, Cannata
collaborates with various PGA
Tour and Travelers Championship
employees. While collaborating
with them, Cannata and other staff members began to enhance
TPC River Highlandslast fall, as they sought to elevate its overall
playability and infrastructure.

“Through thisjointinitiative and several small adjustments, we
have altered TPC River Highlands to challenge PGA Tour members
more, especially when it comes to their accuracy,” he says.

Golfdom.com

No. 13 at TPC River Highlands in Cromwell, Conn., made headlines in 2021 after a 75-foot-deep
sinkhole opened in the aftermath of Hurricane Ida.

il

One of the course’s more dangerous holes for golfers, the par-4 No. 15 at TPC River Highlands
requires a careful approach.

Due to these alterations, fans will also be closer to the tourna-
ment’s action than they’ve ever been before.

“These enhancements promise to inject an extra dose of excite-
mentinto the week,” Cannata says, “while providing an improved
fan experience, too.”®
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FedEx St. Jude

Championship

BY BRIAN LOVE

ick Bisanz’s journey to TPC Southwind in Memphis,
Tenn., began in a unique place. Before he got his turf de-
gree from Ogeechee Technical College in Statesboro, Ga.,
Bisanz worked in a greenhouse on the retail side of the operation.

“That was always my summer job,” Bisanz says. “(But) I had
always enjoyed being outside and playing golf.”

While at Ogeechee, Bisanz studied horticulture before the
school announced the launch of a turf management program.
That turned out to be just what he needed to kickstart a career
as a superintendent.

“(After graduation) I went right from there and did my intern-
ships at Atlanta Country Club,” he says. “From there, some things
fell into place and some people were moving on and I climbed the
ladder to become an assistant.”

Bisanz eventually moved on to TPC Scottsdale, where he worked
asasenior assistant for nearly six years. In 2012, Bisanzlanded his
firsthead superintendent position at The Heritage Club in Mason,
Ohio, before joining TPC Southwind —which hashosted the FedEx
St. Jude Championship event since 1989 — five years later.

New improvements
Southwind has seen several improvement projects over recent

The PGA Tour has a long history in Memphis, Tenn., with
a tournament taking place in the city every year since 1958.

44 // Golfdom Tour Guide 2024

FedEx St Jude

FAST FACTS

DATES: Aug. 15-18
DIRECTOR OF GOLF COURSE
MAINTENANCE -OPERATIONS:
Nick Bisanz

CLUB:sIPC:Southwind
LOCATION: Memphis; Tenn.
TOUR: PGA Tour

years. In 2017, the course had extensive work done on several
greens and fairways. Then, from 2019 through 2020, Bisanz and
his team worked through a complete bunker renovation.

“We just finished the last five before last year’s event. We fin-
ished the whole project in about two years,” he says.

The changes will keep on coming, as Southwind will rebuild
and resurface all 18 greens complexes, practice greens and tee
boxes while also upgrading parts of its irrigation system starting
in November.

Community bonding

As time inches closer to the event, Bisanz and his crew have
plenty of work to do, including a full-course aerification, taking
place six weeks before the start of the championship.

“We're working on getting down to our desired heights of cut
from that point on,” he says. “It’s a little scary getting out and
being as aggressive as we are on the golf course mechanically six
weeks before the event.”

Despite that, Bisanz says his team is always ready for the chal-
lenge, especially with the tournament’s long history being a point
of pride for the surrounding community.

“It hits home for people here because a lot of people work for
FedEx and everybody rallies behind St. Jude,” he says. “Alot of
the homes will put signs up in support. And, on top of that, you've
got the 70 best golfers in the world coming out here to play. It’s
pretty exciting.”®

Golfdom.com
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Cutting holes is easy.
Getting the ball in them, not so much.

The HiO® Hole Cutter gives you perfect holes with clean edges every time, with a lot less effort than it’ll
take golfers to find the bottom of them. See all of our premium course care products at PARAIDE.COM

© 2024 Par Aide Products Co.



Shaw Charity

Classic

BY MIKE ZAWACKI

hris Nelson arrived at Canyon Meadows Golf & Country
Club in mid-March, taking the helm as superintendent
for one of Calgary’s most prestigious private courses.

With the Shaw Charity Classic teeing off in just under six
months (August 12-18), Nelson plays a crucial role in ensuring
the course is in peak tournament condition for the Champions
Tour event, which the club and its renowned parkland layout have
proudly hosted for the past 13 years.

It’s a scenario that could keep other novice turf managers up
at night, but Nelson says he doesn’t anticipate losing any sleep
during tournament week.

“Is it bad to say nothing is going to bother me?” Nelson says.
A question that could be mistaken for hubris when it’s actually
muscle memory. This isn’t Nelson’s first go at Canyon Meadows
or the Shaw Charity Classic.

Nelson hails from Golden, BC, a small town about 160 miles
west of Calgary. He intended to make a career as a golf pro, but
an opportunity presented itself, and he gave turf management
ashot forayear.

Canyon Meadows G&CC and the Shaw Charity Classic are
the Champions Tour’s only annual stop north of the border.
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Shaw)
-

Charity
Classic

Presented by

QO ROGERS

FAST FACTS

R~ DATES: Aug. 12-18
Ve 3 SUPERINTENDENT: Chris Nelson
CLUB:-Canyon-Meadows-G&CC

LOCATION: Calgary, Alberta
TOUR: Champions Tour.

“It took all of about three months to convince me that was the
direction in golf that I wanted to go,” he says. “Nothing against
the pro world, but I just really enjoyed turf.”

He moved on to Canyon Meadows for an internship, which
evolved into ajob as the club’s senior assistant for 11 years under
Superintendent Ken MacKenzie. Nelson left in 2017 to serve as
the superintendent at Englewood Golf and Curling Club. Canyon
Meadows brought him back in late January to replace the depart-
ing MacKenzie.

“Lhave a lot of experience with the Shaw (Charity Classic)
because of my time as an assistant here,” he says. “So, L have a
pretty good grasp on what it’s all about. You could say I've had
some practice.”

Nelson is eager to experience the tournament through thelens
of a superintendent. He’s quickly learning it will vastly differ from
what he experienced as an assistant superintendent. His respon-
sibilities will deal less directly with day-to-day agronomics and
more with rules, tournament officials, working with the media
covering the event and meetings. Lots of meetings.

While he’s recalibrated his expectations and management style
for the event, Nelson has realized the importance of trusting
those around him.

“I've learned you need just to let them take the ball and run
with it and just be there to help steer them and to answer their
questions,” he says. “Often, their method of doing things ends up

Golfdom.com
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The 2024 Shaw Charity Classic will be Chris Nelson’s first professional tournament as superintendent after returning to the course
in January. Nelson previously served as an intern and senior assistant at Canyon Meadows for 11 years.

better than what you had initially thought of.”

From a management perspective, Nelson’s priority upon re-
turning to Canyon Meadows as superintendent was to connect
with his team, get them dialed in and prioritize the tasks that
must be addressed as they prepare the course for the Shaw Char-
ity Classic.

“Agronomically, the biggest challenge is the amount of freeze-
thaw (events) we get here in Calgary, creating a lot of winter kill
for us,” Nelson says. “And it’s been tricky for us this year because
we had alot of rain through winter, which doesn’t go well on fro-
zen ground.”

To complicate matters, Canyon Meadows doesn’t cover its
bentgrass greens, making them suspectable to cold-temperature
injury and desiccation when they ice over for extended periods.

“As crazy as it sounds, I find our winters to be way more stress-
ful than our summers,” he says. “Youjust don’t have as much con-
trol. It’s really hard to be confident that you're making the right
decisions because the weather changes here on a dime (in the
winter).”

Come mid-August, winter will be a distant memory, and the
main challenge will be managing the unexpected.

“There’s nothing about the tournament build-out, the expecta-
tions, or the people I'll be dealing with that I'm not very comfort-
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able with,” he says. It’s just being able to react (effectively) to the
things you can’t plan for — sudden weather, drought, extreme
heat — that’ll keep us on our toes.”

Nelson says they’re fortunate that the club’s championship
occurs three weeks before the Shaw Charity Classic. So, course
conditions will mimic what they anticipate will be expected for
tournament week.

“I also have the luxury of having (Ken MacKenzie) here con-
sulting,” Nelson adds. “He’s been my main mentor throughout
my career. Without question, Ken will be the main personI'lllean
on leading up to the event to work with the (Tour) agronomist,
my senior assistant Mat Moulton and the rest of my crew to get
things to where they need to be.”

Agronomists with The Champions Tour have collected alot
of data about Canyon Meadows over the years, and there’s an
anomaly with the green at No. 10 that no one can figure out.

According to Nelson, the data indicates that the No. 10 green
is the course’s driest and firmest but also the slowest.

“It doesn’t make any sense,” he says. “It’s treated the same as
the other greens — mowed at the same height, rolled the same
quantity. But why it’s slower than the other (greens) is just one of
those weird turf anomalies where it just doesn’t quite make sense.
It’s a weird one,” Nelson says. “Maybe one day we'll find out.”®
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PC Colorado is more than meets the eye. Standing out

from the typical Korn Ferry Tour stop, TPC Colorado

carves a unique path through the Colorado landscape.

This 18-hole championship course, designed by

Arthur Schaupeter and situated just 40 miles north of Den-

ver, boasts breathtaking Rocky Mountain vistas as a dramatic

backdrop. Opened less than a decade ago, TPC Colorado throws

a curveball at golfers accustomed to the traditional parkland
courses that dominate the Tour.

Instead, it presents a challenging links-style layout, more com-
monly found along the coasts.

“This is not a typical course for this area of the world,” says
Kevin Malloy, director of golf course maintenance at TPC Colo-
rado, which hosts The Ascendant from July 11-14. “And it’s not
typical for the Korn Ferry Tour, which plays on alot of old-school,
parkland-style country clubs.”

TPC Colorado’s newness brings both challenges and advan-
tages. While the surrounding area undergoes significant resi-
dential development, Malloy’s team demonstrates remarkable
flexibility in “buffing out” construction zones that might disrupt
play on some holes.

FAST FACTS

DATES: July 11-14

DIRECTOR OF GOLF COURSE
MAINTENANCE:-Kevin:Malloy

cLUB: TPC Colorado

LOCATION:'Berthoud, Colo.
TOUR: Korn Ferry Tour
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Conversely, the course itself remains free of major renovation
needs. Beyond standard maintenance like bunker repairs and
tee box adjustments, TPC Colorado benefits from the modern
infrastructure of a young course.

“It’s fantastic to have a new facility because all of the infra-
structure is new,” he says. “There’s very little chance of having a
random mainline blowout on the irrigation system on Wednesday
during the tournament.”

One surprising element of TPC Colorado is the ability to play golf
year-round, defying expectations of a mountainous climate. Mal-
loy and his crew put in significant effort during the winter months.

“We spend a lot of time in the winter managing the turf and
keeping it alive through its dormancy stage so that it’s vibrant
going into the spring,” Malloy says.

While TPC Colorado boasts stunning scenery and a unique lay-
out, the Berthoud climate constantly challenges Malloy and his
team. The region has a mid-latitude steppe climate, which means
TPC Colorado can experience scorching, arid summers and frigid,
snowy winters with little rain. Historically, the forecast around
mid-July’s The Ascendant can be hot and dry.

TPC Colorado’s sweeping vistas aren’t just beautiful — they’re
strategically important. The course boasts 100 acres of native
grasses that extend beyond the course’s manicured playing areas.
These seemingly decorative zones are, in fact, essential for main-
taining a challenging and competitive course.

“They may not necessarily be in what you'd call the playing
corridor, but they are wildly important for the success of the golf
course,” he says. “Without them flourishing, it becomes a pretty
simple golf course.”

While the concept of native grasses seemed ideal for TPC Colo-
rado, their establishment proved to be awork in progress for Mal-
loy and his team. “Northern Colorado is typically in your cool-sea-
son grass zone,” he says. “And from day one, (the native grasses)
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have always been a point that needed to be
improved. We've spent a lot of time improv-
ing the biodiversity in the natives and looking
at grasses that are alittle bit more acclimated
to the (region) to be self-sustainable.”

The vision for TPC Colorado’s native areas
drew inspiration from the rolling hills of
the Scottish Isles. Fine fescue, a grass blend
known for its resilience, was chosen to create
this aesthetic. However, this vision clashed
with the harsh realities of Colorado’s summer.

“As tough as fine fescue is, only a couple
of the varieties in that blend survived the
110-degree summer days and 60 days with
no rain,” Malloy says.

Malloy and his team went to work to find
suitable native alternatives, exploring differ-
ent pasture mixes and DOT roadside mixes.
“Ultimately, we didn’t want to have to pump a
lot of water and nutrients into the natives over
the long term,” he says. “(The natives) had to
be self-sustainable.”

The search for a more suitable solution
led Malloy and his team to a blend of native
grasses better acclimated to the region. This
new mix incorporated bromegrass (bromus
inermis), blue grama (bouteloua gracilis) and
various bluestem varieties, all commonly
found roughly 40 miles east of TPC Colorado.

“We were fortunate to get alot of moisture
(last summer) that helped us with seed es-
tablishment,” he says. We've received a lot of
good feedback from the tour players and from
our membership, especially when we went
through a hot, dry stretch and (the grasses)
didn’t shrink or fall back.”

Beyond their ecological importance, the
mature native grasses at TPC Colorado en-
hance the course’s aesthetics with a touch of
strategic beauty.

“We only have homes on one side of our
holes,” Malloy says. “So, having those native
grasses really frames each hole—especially
around Nos. 4, 11 and 13 — and really cre-
ates that frame for your eye to play that hole.
They really give the course definition, and the
fairway really pops — like Palm Springs in
the spring.”©®
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It’s fantastic to have a

new facility because all of

the infrastructure is new.
There’s very little chance of having
a random mainline blowout on the
irrigation system on a Wednesday
during the tournament.”

The Ascendant at TPC Colorado is a two-time winner of the Korn Ferry’s Tournament
of the Year Award in 2021 and again in 2023.

As the only recurring PGA Tour-associated event in Colorado, The Ascendant has no
shortage of volunteers.

Tour Guide 2024 Golfdom // 49



Principal

Principal
Charity Classic

Charty Classic

BY CHRIS LEWIS

nfortunately, in recent years, spring has arrived at Des

Moines, Iowa — the home of Wakonda Club, which has

hosted the PGA Tour Champions’ Principal Charity Clas-
sic every year since 2013 — later than it should.

As aresult, Superintendent Dane Wilson has generally only
had six weeks of reasonable growing weather while preparing
the course for the tournament.

Not to mention, Wilson and his team members have worked on
avariety of projects, primarily tree removal, during the last few
winters. In turn, they've had to oversee significant course repairs
in the spring, leading to even less time for tournament preparation.

Fully restoring Wakonda Club
Aside from tree removal, Wilson also oversaw a $7.4 million resto-
ration projectin 2023, along with golf course architect Tyler Rae.
Focused on returning Wakonda Club’s course to its original state
(when it first opened in 1922) as much as possible, the project
included various aspects.

For example, Midwest Irrigation installed a newirrigation sys-
tem. To open several playing corridors, trees were removed, while

Wakonda Club recently completed a massive bunker project, led by Tyler Rae, which
restored several grassed-over bunkers from the course’s original 1922 design.
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FAST FACTS

DATES: May 31-June 2
SUPERINTENDENT: Dane Wilson
CcLUB:-Wakonda Club
LOCATION: Des Moines, lowa
TOUR: Champions Tour.

five greens were rebuilt. Although the other 13 greens weren’t
rebuilt, they were expanded. To ensure the greens maintain their
playability after heavy rains, Wilson and Rae installed turfslit
drainage on each.

They re-built and re-grassed each tee box, re-grassed and ex-
panded the fairways (from 24 to 34 acres), and restored all the
original bunkers, leading to a rise in square footage, from 70,000
to 160,000.

“To achieve these goals, we began the main-
line installation four weeks ahead of the 2023
Principal Charity Classic, as we completed
roughly 60 percent of the main line in that
time frame,” Wilson says. “We then closed the
golf course on June 21 and began work with
Wadsworth Golf Construction.”

Wilson’s staff of 22 agronomy profession-
als offered him assistance, as they performed
numerous tasks associated with the project
— removing the old irrigation system, prepar-
ing and seeding fairways and removing and
replacing sod for green expansions.

“Throughout the project, we continued to
monitor progress and hit checkpoints, adjust-
ing as necessary,” he says. “All seeding was
completed by September 25, and all contrac-
tors exited the property on October 7.

Golfdom.com
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In addition to several bunker restorations, Wakonda Club will feature new greens on Nos. 2, 5, 9, 15 and 17, tee boxes and several

expanded fairways.

Along with reseeding the entire course, Wilson is focused on
implementing new ideas and technology that either assists or
complements his agronomic practices. For instance, this year
he’s instituting Advanced Scoreboards’ turfRad system, which
measures fairways’ soil moisture whenever his staff mows.

“This will enable us to be as cost effective as possible when we
apply water throughout the property, as our irrigation is fed from
the city municipality,” he adds.

Set up for success

In preparation for the 2024 Principal Charity Classic, Wilson will
receive support from the Iowa Golf Course Superintendents Asso-
ciation (IGCSA), which is comprised of superintendents and ven-
dors. Additionally, some of his friends and former co-workers (all
superintendents) will volunteer, even though they live in states
like Arizona, Kentucky, Michigan and Virginia.

“I'm humbled by this, as they’re invested in my — and Wa-
konda Club’s — success for the event every year,” he says.

As Wilson focuses on his past experiences with PGA Tour
Champions and Principal, who currently hosts the Principal
Charity Classic, he advises other superintendents to establish a
relationship with the host company.

“We (Principal and Wakonda Club) strive to work together to
not only ensure the event is successful, but also have constructive
conversations on how to maintain the golf course’s integrity,” he
says. “In doing so, our tournament setup process is as seamless
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Since 2007, the Principal Charity Classic has raised more than
$53.7 million for lowa children.

as possible, and its impact on the golf course is minimal. I recom-
mend that other superintendents follow suit.”

Between Wakonda Club’s working relationship with Principal
and its course’s recent renovations, Wilson believes this year’s
Principal Charity Classic will be the best one yet.

“We’re looking forward to seeing how the renovation changes
PGA Tour Champions members’ strategies,” he says. “We're ex-
cited about the impact it will have on our membership too, as we
prepare for the future and Wakonda Club’s next 100 years.”®
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ver since Springfield, I1l’s Panther Creek Country Club
started hosting the Korn Ferry Tour’s Memorial Health
Championship in 2016, it’s faced one primary challenge:
the tournament is hosted around the Fourth of July.

For Superintendent Brandon Razo, the timing is difficult be-
cause he’s usually unable to find alarge group of industry volun-
teers to assist him, as they're often celebrating the holiday with
their friends and family.

Thankfully for him, an entirely different type of volunteer has
stepped up to fill the void.

“We have a large group of industry sales representatives that
always go out of their way to help us with the tournament,” Razo
says. “Not only do they help by providing meals and drinks, but
they also help on the course with anything we may need, whether
they’re operating a mower or removing dew.”

Thanks to their dedication, Razo can focus on the aspect of
the week he relishes the most.

“Iabsolutely enjoy the tournament atmosphere when it comes
tohosting a tournament, and that is what brought me to Panther
Creek Country Club in the first place,” he says.

Duringhis career, Razo has volunteered for a handful of com-
petitions and tournaments, including the Presidents Cup and the
Tour Championship. Because of his experience at those events,
he’slonged to become involved with tournament golf.

“I enjoy the grind of tournament week,” he states. “It’s very
exhausting, but well worth the sacrifice when you can sit back
and realize you have some of the best players in the world playing
atyour course.”

To challenge golfers for years to come, Panther Creek has under-
gone several renovations in the time since the 2023 edition of the
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FAST FACTS

DATES: June 27-30
SUPERINTENDENT: Brandon Razo
CLUB:-Panther-Creek-Country-Club

LOCATION: Springfield, Il.
TOUR: Korn Ferry Tour

Memorial Health Championship.

Last fall, Razo’s agronomy team began its fairway reduction
project. Thus far, his team members have completed the course’s
front nine holes and are set to continue the project this fall.

“Our fairways are noticeably big, and they have alot of little
nooks that add time to mowing and spraying,” he says. “With this
in mind, we took out around three acres of bentgrass through-
out the front nine fairways, which will not only save us on labor
but also reduce the costs that are associated with chemicals and
fertilizer.”

Furthermore, Razo and his team are building a new profes-
sional tee box on the par-three fifth hole (which will function
as the 14th hole during the Memorial Health Championship).
Consequently, the course will be longer for the Korn Ferry Tour
competitors, while also enabling its members to have more room
on the existing tees. Razo expects this project to be completed
prior to the 2024 Tournament.

As Razo reflects on his experiences with the Korn Ferry Tour so
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BY CHRIS LEWIS

fter years of serving as assis-

tant superintendent at courses

throughout South Carolina,

Jordan Strange couldn’t help
but be drawn back to his hometown of
Greer, S.C. He received that opportunity
in May 2023, joining the agronomy team
at Thornblade Club as superintendent.

Less than four months later, Strange
received a promotion to director of golf
course and grounds maintenance. Soon
after Strange took thereins at Thornblade,
the 18-hole course started work on two
major projects.

First, he had to manage the reclamation
of a creek bank along the fifth, eighth and
ninth holes, asit controlled and prevented
erosion. At the same time, his team renovated and relocated the
fifth hole’s tee box complex leading to a more challenging and
lengthened par five.

“Inmy first year at Thornblade, it’s been exciting to work with

FAST FACTS

DATES: June 6-9

DIRECTOR OF GOLF COURSE
AND:GROUNDS:MAINTENANCE:
Jordan Strange

CLUB:Thornblade Club
LOCATION: Greer;'S.C:
TOUR: Korn Ferry Tour
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The Tom Fazio-designed 18 at Thornblade Club have hosted the Korn Ferry Tour's BMW
Charity Pro-Am since 2008.

my team to oversee and execute two major projects to improve the
course,” Strange says. “Now that both projects have been success-
fully completed, we continue to focus on our attention to detail,
in order to provide excellent conditions for our members, along
with our annual Korn Ferry Tour competitors.”

The primary host of the Korn Ferry Tour’s BMW Charity Pro-
Am since 2008, Thornblade Club features an array of different
turf types. Much of the course has 419 bermudagrass, while its
greens are comprised of A-1/A-4 bentgrass. Due to the nature of
South Carolina’s hot and humid climate, Stange says hisbentgrass
requires constant attention.

“To maintain the fast, firm conditions that our golfers enjoy,
we practice extensive hand watering strategies and follow a de-
tailed plant health approach, to allow the course to thrive during

Golfdom.com
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the summer season,” he says.

Aside from South Carolina’s heat and humidity, Thornblade’s
agronomy team looks forward to the challenges associated with
hosting the BMW Charity Pro-Am. Since the tournament is one
of the Korn Ferry Tour’s most popular, the agronomy team strives
to perfect various course details. It also facilitates tournament
infrastructure installation, while supporting daily play from
Thornblade’s active membership, leading up to the event, too.

“As our entire team sees the property transform into the set-
ting of a professional golf tournament, they become very excited
for the event,” Strange says. “However, to host the event properly,
our team needs extensive preparation and continuous adapt-
ability. The hard work is certainly well worth it, as we take im-
mense pride in providing a course that’s in peak condition and
broadcasted on Golf Channel nationwide.”

Of equal importance, the BMW Charity Pro-Am is a multi-
site event that Thornblade Club shares with Spartanburg, S.C’s
Carolina Country Club. Unfortunately, South Carolina’s weather
can be quite unpredictable in June, which can affect pairings and
tee times at both courses. In turn, the grounds crews are required
to always be on call.

Luckily, Strange and his team benefit from several volunteers
who are paramount to the tournament’s success.

i ;

“Volunteers are essential to our operation because of the un-
predictability of weather and tournament needs,” he says. “Since
we have a staff of 25 full-time employees during peak summer
hours, the addition of 15 turf professionals makes a huge differ-
ence in how we operate and what we're able to accomplish.

“Without volunteers, we would not be able to complete as much
critical detail work as we do every morning and night before the
rounds,” he continues.

Creating a culture

Looking ahead, Strange believes that — in addition to producing
quality course conditions — he must maintain Thornblade Club’s
positive team culture.

“Our agronomy team’s culture is vital to our success as a unit,”
he says. “By operating in a team-first environment where respect
for one another, along with a strong work ethic, are highly valued,
we strive for perfection day in and day out.”

The bottom line? Strange says since the agronomy industry is
constantly evolving, he and his team have to evolve at the same pace.

“As an agronomy team, we look forward to finding ways to
adapt and improve, in order to produce a golf course that we, our
Thornblade members and the Korn Ferry Tour can be proud of,”

he says. ©

Thornblade Club underwent a complete bunker renovation and redesign in 2019, led by Tom Fazio, which included improvements to
drainage and new placements to provide a more challenging experience.
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BY CHRIS LEWIS

efore accepting a position as superintendent at TPC
Sugarloaf in 2018, Kyle Worthy held assistant super-
intendent positions at TPC Sawgrass’s The Players
Stadium Course and Dye’s Valley Course.

Theroles prepared him for his present position — his first-ever
role as a superintendent — along with the various challenges as-
sociated with it, especially as Worthy and his team plan for the
PGA Tour Champions Mitsubishi Electric Classic.

Since TPC Sugarloaf in Duluth, Ga., began to host the tourna-
ment in 2013, agronomy team members have encountered one
challenge more than any other: scheduling.

Eachyear, Worthy and his team have to begin their shifts early
in the morning. From there, they’ll work until mid-morning, be-
fore working again late in the afternoon and into the evening.
If inclement weather occurs, their schedules become even more
challenging, as they need to remain on the property longer,
meaning they don’t get very much time to rest.

To enhance his team’s efficiency throughout the week of the tour-
nament, Worthy will usually bring on 10 to 20 volunteers. These
volunteers are either turf professionals or students, bringing in

By converting our greens

from a cool-season turf

to a warm-season turf, our
membership now has high-quality
putting surfaces throughout
the majority of the year.”
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FAST FACTS

DATES: April 26-28
SUPERINTENDENT: Kyle Worthy
CLUB:-TPC-Sugarloaf

LOCATION: Duluth, Ga.
TOUR: Champions Tour

various skill sets and viewpoints that Worthy says are important
to have during a tournament.

“The additional practices that my team and I can achieve,
thanks to increasing our staff, lead to an enhancement in play-
ing conditions, from acceptable to exceptional,” he says.

Once the tournament has concluded and volunteers return to
their home courses, colleges or universities, Worthy and his team
encounter another significant challenge: putting spectator areas
back together as efficiently as possible.

“After the tournament venues have been torn down, plenty of
clean up and turf recovery will need to occur,” Worthy says. “Pa-
tience is key, as the recovery process may last for several weeks.”

Aside from recovering from the tournament’s aftermath,
Worthy and his crew must also prepare for it well ahead of time.

Weather is a challenge before the tournament, as TPC Sugar-
loaf’s warm-season turf varieties — on its greens and fairways
— will emerge from dormancy to “tournament-ready” condition-
ingin a short period. The tournament is held in early May and
spring doesn’t typically begin in the Atlanta area until March.
Consequently, there is a narrow window of time for Worthy and
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surfaces throughout the majority of the year,”
Worthy emphasizes. “And, by eliminating any
need to overseed shortgrass, due to the con-
version from bermudagrass to zoysiagrass,
TPC Sugarloaf’s fairways’ playing conditions
are better, while each course’s turf coverage
ishealthier and more consistent than before.”

Upon witnessing the extensive renovation
project’s steady results, TPC Sugarloaf’s lead-
ership decided to restore the stream that’s
located on The Stables course’s fourth hole.
For nearly a year, the stream’s banks had
become considerably eroded, to the point in
which the hole’s playable area had begun to
diminish.

Within a matter of weeks, beginning in No-

vember 2022, a stream engineer and a Natural

Channel Design-certified contractor were able
Three separate Greg Norman-designed nine-hole courses make up the 27-hole layout

at TPC Sugarloa. to completely restore the stream banks that
are nestled near the hole.

his team to recover divots and cultivate green surfaces, among While reflecting on his career, Worthy has some advice to

many other tasks. share with other superintendents.

“First, superintendents must remain focused on the specific
Renovating for the future goals they have for their properties — and not stray from them
Alongside these challenges, Worthy has also witnessed an exten-  until they achieve them,” he says. “And, at the same time, they
sive renovation project at TPC Sugarloaf’s three nine-hole courses  need to be open to new ideas and innovative practices that can
(The Stables, The Meadows and The Pines). benefit their properties and team members, all while maintain-

From 2017 to 2019, the club converted its greens from  ingconfidence in the agronomy programs they've developed.”®
bentgrass to TifEagle bermudagrass, one
course at a time. In addition, crews also con-
verted all tees and fairways from GN-1 bermu-
dagrass (which was overseeded every winter)
to Zeon zoysiagrass.

“Anew irrigation system was also installed,
which included a new HDPE mainline and new
HDPE laterals,” Worthy says. “Furthermore,
new Toro irrigation heads and controllers,
along with a Network VP Lynx operating sys-
tem, was installed as well.”

The club also completely renovated bun-
kers during this time with EcoBunker walls,
leading to a sustainable, “stacked sod” face
that doesn’t require as much maintenance as
natural, sod-stacked walls.

-

“By converting our greens from a cool- A s P

season turf toawarm-season turf, ourmem-  1p¢ Sugarloaf served as host site for the PGA Tour Canada’s Local iQ Series

bership now has high-quality putting green ~ Championship in 2020 due to complications with the COVID-19 pandemic.
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BY SETH JONES

t was a decade ago that Pinehurst Resort’s Course No. 2
hosted back-to-back U.S. Opens — first the men, then the
women. Martin Kaymer ran away with an 8-stroke victory
while Michelle Wie won her sole major by two strokes.

In the decade since, a lot has happened at Pinehurst Resort.
Last month theresort celebrated the grand opening of Course No.
10, designed by Tom Doak. This month the Village of Pinehurst
celebrates the opening of the United States Golf Association Golf
House Pinehurst, a par five distance from Pinehurst Resort and
Country Club’s clubhouse.

Alothasalso happened agronomically. In 2014 Kevin Robinson,
CGCS, was the superintendent of Course No. 2. Hehasmoved intoa
larger role as the golf course maintenance manager for Pinehurst’s
10 courses. John Jeffreys, who has worked at Pinehurst since 2000,
has taken therole of superintendent — a position he earned shortly
after the completion of the back-to-back U.S. Opens.

Bob Farren, CGCS, director of golf course maintenance, re-
mains a fixture at Pinehurst, having worked there since 1983.
The only thing new with Farren is the hardware in his office —
the USGA named him a winner of the Association’s Green Section
Award for his work as aleader in the industry in sustainable golf
course maintenance practices.

And most exciting to the maintenance team at Pinehurst —
this will be the first U.S. Open championship played on Cham-
pion ultradwarf bermudagrass greens. The conversion took place

FAST FACTS

DATES: June 13-16

SUPERINTENDENT: Bob Farren, CGCS
and-John Jeffreys

CLUB: Course No. 2 at Pinehurst
ResortrandCountry Club:

LOCATION: Village of Pinehurst, N.C.
TOUR: USGA Championship

Bob Farren
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in 2014 and will help Pinehurst have peak conditions in their
busiest months.

“If you look at when we have our most play and the days are
longer, we get really busy from May through September and even
into October,” Jeffreys says. “Add in that it’s championship sea-
son, it matches the growth habit better of the greens, so we can
provide conditioning levels that match what our guests expect.”

Don’t call the ultradwarf bermudagrass greens easier to main-
tain, though. There are still plenty of challenges, like frequent
topdressing, vertical mowing and more frequent mowing. But
with the conversion, the attitude of the agronomy team changed.

“It was our motto that with bentgrass (greens), we worked
our butts off to keep it alive in the summer,” Jeffreys says. “Now
(with ultradwarf bermudagrass greens) we work our butts off to
make them better.”

“It’s a lifestyle change for the manager, without any doubt,”
adds Farren. “The mental view is a lot less stress because we're
focused on making conditions better as opposed to just keeping
something alive.”

Jeffreys says he consults the agronomy team’s notes on the
2014 calendar daily to compare where the course was then, to
where the course is today. The Pinehurst team is also armed with
another advantage in thelocal support from the USGA and their
new technologies, like Deacon and the GS3 golf ball. Pinehurst
was one of the first places to have access to the system that mea-
sures firmness, green speed, trueness and smoothness via a Blue-
tooth-enabled golf ball, a Stimpmeter and the smartphone app.

“Idon’t know the exact date it was released to the public, but
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In addition to the 2024 U.S. Open, Pinehurst will host the tournament again in 2029, 2035, 2041 and 2047. The resort will welcome

back the U.S. Women’s Open in 2029 — hosting the tournament for the second time.

we worked with it a good 18 months to two years before that,” Jef-
freys says. “We worked hand-in-hand with the USGA in develop-
ingit. We can go back as far as 2016, 2017, with data collection on
greens and how they performed during different weather events.
We can use that information to help us make decisions to prepare
for the upcoming U.S. Open championship.”

Jeffreys says it’s always been a strong relationship between the
USGA and Pinehurst, and it keeps getting stronger.

“They're the largest funder of turfgrass research in the world,

AL

A Wendell, N.C., native and a graduate of NC State University, John Jeffreys,
superintendent at course No. 2 at Pinehurst, is a North Carolina lifer.

Golfdom.com

and they’re all of 500 yards from where I'm sitting right now,” Jef-
freys says. “They’re not just advisors and colleagues, but they’re
dear friends. It’s been such a good relationship.”

Asthestart of the 2024 U.S. Open nears, the crew at Pinehurstis
anxiously looking forward to a reduction in play so they can focus
on the fine details of hosting the U.S. Open. Play reduces on the
week of May 20, and then closes on May 28.

Pinehurstis an anchor site for USGA cham-
pionships, and with that came the benefit of
investments into infrastructure and perma-
nent power over generator power — which
means less disruption to the courses.

The weather has been kind to Pinehurst so
far, knock on wood. Over the winter they only
covered greens once, for three days. Overnight
frosts ended early, and ithasn’t been nearly as
dry as it was in 2014 — which will make for
a big difference for TV viewers, Farren says.

“You’ll see a greener course than what
we had in 2014,” Farren says. “We were in a
six-week period of time without any rain (in
2014.) There were alot of edges of the fairways
that were essentially dormant. You won't no-
tice that this time."®
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PGA Championship

BY CHRIS LEWIS

native of the Benton Harbor, Mich., area, Superinten-
dent Matthew Vollrath has been employed at Harbor
Shores Golf Club since he accepted an assistant su-
perintendent position there in 2017. He was hired as
superintendent during the fall of 2021, just in time for the club’s
preparation for the 2022 KitchenAid Senior PGA Championship.
Vollrath fully understands everything that’s involved with suc-
cessfully hosting a major championship, including hiring a reliable
team of volunteers. While preparing for this year’s tournament, he
(along with Assistant Superintendent Tim Capps) reached out to
colleagues throughout the golf industry. Ultimately, they acquired
roughly 50 volunteers, each of whom is a superintendent.
“The amount of effort that goes into finding 50 volunteers
from within the industry is substantial,” he says. “Tim had to

The 2024 Senior PGA Championship will be the sixth hosted at Harbor Shores GC,
making it the second most frequent stop for the tournament, behind PGA National.
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FAST FACTS

DATES: May 23-26

SUPERINTENDENT:
Matthew:Vollrath

CLUB: Harbor.Shores Golf Club
LOCATION: Benton Harbor, Mich.
TOUR: Champions Tour.

secure housing and acquire uniforms for them, contactlocal res-
taurants for food donations and ensure there will be shuttles for
any volunteers that are flying in. Additionally,
he has to set up our volunteer tent and — be-
fore anything else — raise sponsorships and
donations to fund all of it.”

These are all aspects of a major champion-
ship that viewers and spectators are never ex-
posed to and simply don’t even realize occur.
Nonetheless, despite the lack of notoriety,
Capps has exceeded Vollrath’s expectations.

“He’s done a phenomenal job preparing for
this year’s championship,” Vollrath says. “I
don’tknow what I would've done withouthim.”

Enhancing everyday experiences

Since Harbor Shores s fairly new — it opened
in 2010 — no major renovations occurred
prior to the 2024 KitchenAid Senior PGA
Championship. In fact, as a result of prior su-

Golfdom.com
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Holes 14-18 at Harbor Shores GC sit on the Paw Paw River, which runs nearly 62 miles through southwest Michigan and eventually

merges with the St. Joseph River before flowing into Lake Michigan.

perintendents’ efforts, Vollrath inherited a course with enhanced
drainage, sound agronomics and an updated infrastructure.

Vollrath is focused on improving guests’ everyday experiences
even more, as he’s preparing to renovate bunkers in the near
future, while also overseeing some larger-scale projects down
the road.

“As a public course hosting an event like this, we strive to pro-
vide the same conditions for the greatest senior golfers, who are
competing at the tournament, as we do during everyday play,” he
says. “And, thanks to all of my staff, we’re able to do exactly that.”

At the same time, he is striving to minimize inputs as much
as possible.

“To do so, we continuously measure our growth, color, consis-
tency and green speeds on a daily basis and make adjustments
as needed, dictated by those factors and forecasted weather,”
Vollrath adds.

He’s focused on being even more flexible this year than he was
in 2022, with regard to tournament preparations.

“Due to the supply chain issues we faced during those early
post-pandemic years, I couldn’t always go to plan A, I often
needed a plan B or C. At times, I even needed a plan Z,” he says.

Golfdom.com

Harbor Shores GC is built on the former site of an industrial
development that was left abandoned until 2008.

“Every host site is different as it presents its own unique set of
challenges. But, by being prepared with plans B, C and Z before-
hand — and being willing to adjust on the fly and pivot from Plan
A —T'llbe even more prepared this time around.”®
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BY SETH JONES

sacollege student, John Ballard, CGCS, had his sights

set on a career in architecture. Thanks to the Univer-

sity of Tennessee — and its stringent requirements

— heinstead found a rewarding career in golf course
maintenance. The 31-year turf pro now has his sights set on host-
ing a successful PGA Championship next month at Valhalla Golf
Club, Louisville, Ky.

“(Tennessee) does a great job of weeding people out of archi-
tecture,” Ballard jokes. “I'was that guy. Someone said, ‘You should
go into landscape architecture.” I went over to the agriculture
campus and saw something about the turf business. I said, ‘Hey,
Ilike to play golf ...’ Ijust fell into it.”

In college, Ballard had three successful internships, includ-
ing stops at Cherokee CC in Knoxville, Tenn., Cordillera GC in
Edwards, Colo., and another at Pinehurst National — now Pine-
hurst No. 9. Upon graduation, Ballard started working full-time

After the 2011 Senior PGA Championship, Valhalla GC installed
a SubAir system to aid with moisture control on its greens.
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at Audubon. In only two-and-a-half years, he saw two superinten-
dents depart for greener pastures, and at age 23 he found himself
as ahead superintendent.

“Was I ready? No. I don’t know that I'm ready now,” Ballard
laughs. “It sort of drives you a bit to say, Tdon’t know everything,
but I'm going to continue to grind and learn.’ That’s the mantra
I've had for my career, even today, is figuring out What do I need
to do? And how do I get alittle better at this?”

Ballard would remain at Audubon CC for 18 years before mak-
ing the move to the University of Louisville GC, where he worked
for almost four years. In November of 2019, with Roger Meier
making the move from Valhalla to PGA Frisco (Texas), Ballard
interviewed for and got the superintendent job at Valhalla GC.

Valhalla is no stranger to the PGA Championship — this will be
the fourth time the club has hosted the major. Mark Brooks won
it in 1996; Tiger Woods hoisted the Wanamaker Trophy in 2000
and in 2014 Rory McIlroy staved off Phil Mickelson and Rickie
Fowler when he won the major, his second, in near darkness. The
course also hosted the 2008 Ryder Cup and the 2004 and 2011
KitchenAid Senior PGA Championships.

There are some major (pardon the pun) changes to Valhalla for
this PGA Championship. First and foremost is the switch from
bentgrass to zoysiagrass, a move made in 2020/2021. Ballard
calls the change “fantastic” and “a home run” and adds that it
has helped make the course more sustainable with less water,
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chemistries and labor needed to maintain the course. Another
change is, that the PGA of America sold the course to four busi-
ness partners two years ago, and the new owners are infusing
major capital into the course and club. One of the investments
was in a new agronomy center for the maintenance team.

With the timing of the PGA Championship now in May, Ballard
says his biggest challenge will be getting the zoysia to “wake up”
in time for the arrival of the world’s best golfers.

“Last year we did alot of things with pigments and paints that
just kind of started to tickle (the grass) a little bit,” Ballard says.
“The biggest thing is waking the course up early in the season.
Then, after that, the challenge is going to be ... we stillhave a full
year to go after (the PGA Championship) is over. Right after all
the stands leave and all the hoopla is over, we still have our club
championship and invitationals. So, getting the course to stay
at a high level for the seasons is a real challenge for the team.”

Ballard feels strongly in that team. Phil Vineyard, lead assis-
tant, spent three seasons at TPC Sawgrass, among other south-
eastern courses; Payton Hobby and Justin Wilt, both assistant
superintendents, lead the crew. Valhalla also has six assistants-

FAST FACTS

DATES: May 13-19

SUPERINTENDENT:
John:Ballard,-CGCS

CLUB: Valhalla.Golf Club
LOCATION:'Louisville, Ky.
TOUR: PGA of America

in-training in anticipation of the PGA Championship, the most
Ballard has ever had.

“The staff that we've been able to build up around the assis-
tants that we have, the AITs, the internship programs that we
have...it'staken awhile,” he says. “Really, it’s taken that four-and-
a-halfyears since I arrived to really get us to where we're at. And I
think we've got probably the best team I've ever been around.”®

Before taking the lead as head-designer of the course in 1983, Jack Nicklaus described the future site of Valhalla Golf Club as
“a golf designer’s dream.”

Golfdom.com
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BY ROB DIFRANCO

he Kroger Queen City Championship will have a tem-

porary new home this year. One of the LPGA’s newest

events, previously hosted at Kenwood Country Club in

Cincinnati, Ohio, is moving half an hour north onI-71
to TPC River’s Bend in September.

For the agronomy crew at the Arnold Palmer-designed course
in the small village of Maineville, Ohio, hosting a professional
tournament is a welcome sight as it hasn’t hosted a tour event
since the Chiquita Classicin 2012.

It'll also be a bit of a challenge as the course will host the tour-
nament on just about five months’ notice.

“As a Tournament Players Club (TPC) we also try to keep our
conditions at a high level,” says Ian Schlather, director of golf
course maintenance operations at TPC River’s Bend. “Timing is
sort of an issue, but we had initial visits with Arcis Golf and the
LPGA early on to kind of gauge where we were at.”

Schlather says that with the infrastructure currently in place
at River’s Bend — and support from Arcis — the courseis in good
shape ahead of the tournament in September. The only concern
Schlather has is the unpredictability of an Ohio summer.

“There are a few things outside of the normal maintenance
thatwe’llneed to pay attention to, like step cuts, walk paths, that
kind of stuff,” he says. “The good news is the tournament isn’t
until September. So hopefully Mother Nature doesn’t throw us
too many curveballs through the summer. That’s always the X
factor in everything we do.

Being a golf course superintendent wasn’t always the plan for
Schlather, who majored in accounting at Bowling Green State
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FAST FACTS

DATES: Sept. 19-22

DIRECTOR OF GOLF COURSE
MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS:
lan Schlather

CLUB:sTPCsRiver's'Bend
LOCATION: Maineville, Ohio
TOUR: |L.PGA Tour

University. His career plans changed while working his summer
job at Elyria (Ohio) Country Club under longtime superintendent
Pat Rogers.

“Ifigured out in about my third year (at Bowling Green) that
didn’tlike working inside. Iliked being outside and working with
large equipment,” he says.

While at Elyria, Schlather took online turfgrass science classes
through Penn State University. After graduating from Bowling
Green, Schlather — while still working on Rogers’ Elyria CC staff
— finished his degree on Penn State’s main campus.

Schlather worked at Elyria CC for 12 years, including seven as
an assistant before moving to the same position at River’s Bend in
2014. Two years later, Schlather landed his first head superinten-
dentjob when Jeff Reich — former River’s Bend super — became
director of golf course maintenance at TPC River Highlands.

River’s Bend has hosted several lower-level tournaments during
Schlather’s tenure as director of golf course maintenance opera-
tions, including the Epson Tour’s Prasco Charity Championship
in2018,19 and 21.

That said, the Queen City Championship will be the biggest
tournament River’s Bend has hosted with Schlather as the man
in charge.

“There are definitely mixed emotions. It's alittle nerve-wrack-
ingand you're also really excited,” he says. @
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MAINTENANCE FREE
EASY TO INSTALL
DUSTLESS

Natural Crushed Stone
Wax Polymer Pathway Material

Cut down cn maintenance while preserving a natural lock and
feel with Kafka's patented Wax Polymer Pathway Mix. The ease
cf installation and limited maintenance makes our Wax Pclymer
Pathway Mix a top choeice for beautiful, yet resilient, pathways
¢on courses throughout the United States.

Natural Stone. Groundbreaking Solutions.

LET US PROVEIT.

Mention this ad fora FREE trial of our
Wax Polymer Pathway Mix.
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