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They think
I'm a genius.

They asked “How in the world did you get these
greens so smooth and firm right after aeration?”

It's no secret. It's DryJect.

Our greens were getting thin
and unhealthy. We wanted to
get more aggressive and try

something different. I'd heard

Y

.‘!/})\i .;i).l } '\l\ N

about DryJect from guys in
my local association. So we
decided to try it. The results
made everyone happy. At first | thought they might be
over my budget. But when | showed my boss how
much DryJects saves — with few if any lost or discounted
rounds compared to coring alone, it was a no-brainer.

ABOUT DRYJECT SERVICE
DryJect applies dry or wet

DryJect

sand, or your amendment
Aerate, amend and play right away

choice. We come early with
multiple machines. You

provide the crew to help keep 800-270-8873

the amendments flowing. DrylJect.com

Before you know it the job is

done. And you're ready for O You ﬂ ™~
play with few if any lost or = W '
discounted rounds. Search Search Drylect  @Drylect

Drylect Drylect
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Keeping up with

The Jones

BECAUSE 'M A CREEP

“Because I'm not the stealthiest person,
| typically get noticed quickly. | say, ‘Pretend
I'm not here, | just want to observe
for a few minutes.”
SETH JONES, Editor-in-Chief & Associate Publisher

Overheard at the
Golfdom Summit

t won’t get me in the Guinness World Records, but I'm

proud that I've attended every Golfdom Summit since its

inception in 2011. Over the last dozen-plus years, I've met

many people who have become friends. In general, spending

a couple of days with a group of 70-plus industry professionals in

Orlando every winter really does wonders for a guy’s network.

My job at the Golfdom Sum-
mit is pretty cushy: [ welcome
everyone and then serve as
the emcee whenever there is
areason to be on the micro-
phone. This can be a danger-
ous proposition after the
golf tournament, depending
on how much fun my play-
ing partners and T had. But I
am still undefeated when it
comes to anyone cutting the
power to the microphone...
although I may have come
close once or twice.

I also make it a point to
swoop in on the one-on-one
meetings between the super-
intendents and each partner
just to get an idea of how the
meetings are going and what
they're talking about. I try to
creep into the meeting unno-
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ticed, when possible. But be-
cause I'm not the stealthiest
person, I typically get noticed
quickly. I say, “Pretend I'm not
here, [just want to observe
for a few minutes.”

Listening in to these con-
versations superintendents
have with our industry part-
ners is always educational. It’s
amuch different conversation
than I find myself ever hav-
ing with either party. I'm just
amiddleman. It’s fun to see
what happens and what’s
said when the rubber meets
the road.

You can find a recap of the
2023 Golfdom Summit on
page 14, where we gave each
attending partner some room
in the magazine to express
one of their key messages to

you, the superintendent. And
here, for my own entertain-
ment, I'm going to share some
excerpts of what I heard when
I crept in on those conversa-
tions. I won't name names,
but you might guess where
some of these comments
came from based on who is on
the cover and who is in that
cover story.

“According to Billy Crow,
Mr. Nematode himself, it’s
the best root-knot nematode
product on the planet. Period.”

‘Mr. Nematode’ might not be
the nickname Iwould choose,
but it does sound like someone I
wouldn’t want to mess with.

“Do you remember that
guy? He used to pull up to
maintenance shops for his
sales calls in a brand-new

Corvette ... he was alegend.”

Aslegendary as the one and
only Mr. Nematode?

“He said to me, Twant to
hear what you have that is
new — and you better say the
right thing.’ I said, ‘We have a
new product for earthworm
castings.’ And he said to me,
‘That is the right answer!”

Earthworm castings, FTW!

“It comes down to product
performance forme...Idon’t
care whose name is on the jug.”

Idon't either, as long asit’s
spelled correctly.

“We don’t use that because
the Poa just laughs at it.”

Only at a meeting of super-
intendents would grass get the
anthropomorphic treatment.

“I'm not giving out toys or
T-shirts ... I'm giving actual
products to try. I don’t think
there’s anyone in this indus-
try who really needs another
Yeti mug.”

Finally, someone said it!
Here, take ten of mine.

“Their biggest client was
the sugarcane industry ...

We worked out alower rate
and saw that it dehydrated
the turf”

Sugarcane might be more
lucrative, but superintendents
have more fun.

“Iretired in February.
They called me and said,
‘What would it take for you
to come back?’ It’s a family-
owned business ... and now
I'mback.”

Just when I thought Iwas out
... they pull me back in! ®

Email Jones at:
sjones@northcoastmedia.net.

Golfdom.com



LIGHT ENOUGH FOR GREENS,
POWERFUL ENOUGH FOR FAIRWAYS

The SGXL is a versatile machine that eliminates the need for multiple sprayers on
a golf course. Add an optional 350-pound granular kit, and the SGXL becomes a
high-capacity spreader.

steelgreenmfg.com




NEWS, NOTES AND QUOTES

—_—— //FUNDING THE FUTURE

INTRODUCING THE SUPER-
SCRATCH FOUNDATION

The new foundation is raising money for students to pursue turfgrass degrees

BY GOLFDOM STAFF

A group of industry profes-

sionals believe that the

agronomy industry has
been overlooked for too long, and

now they’re doing something about it.

In an effort to create an easier path to
education for future generations of
superintendents and industry profes-
sionals, the Super-Scratch Founda-
tion is awarding scholarships to turf
students nationwide.

According to the foundation, over
the past five years, it has given more
than $50,000 towards agronomy de-
grees, doubling its support each year.
Foundation members say the lack of
turfgrass students affects the feeder
programs to other industries beyond
golf courses, causing issues for clubs,
superintendents and members.

A group of superintendents and

In‘addition to
scholarships,

the Super-Scratch
Foundation hosts

a golf tournament
for its members.
The team that wins
the Super-Scratch
Championship, held
at Huntingdon Valley
(Pa.) CC, gets to
allocate a portion

of the National
Agronomy Association
Fund to universities
of their choosing.

6 // Golfdom February 2024

members at Huntingdon Valley (Pa.)
CClaunched the foundation in 2020.
Super-Scratch receives its funding
through donations from club members
and courses around the U.S.

“All of us have posted jobs for as-
sistants and interns over the past 10
years and noticed the decline in appli-
cations,” says Scott Bordner, head su-
perintendent, Union League National
GC, Swainton, N.J. “If we don’t have a
louder voice, how are others going to
know there is a shortage?”

Currently, the foundation islooking
for groups to allocate $1,000 from their
operating budgets to help the cause.
Courses that do will be designated as
Advocate Clubs on the foundation’s
yearly communications and website.

For more information, visit https://
www.superscratchfoundation.org.

//SCORE ONE FOR RALPHIE

AUDUBON
RECERTIFIES
COLORADO'S
FLATIRONS GC

Audubon International recently recertified
Flatirons Golf Course in Boulder, Colo.,
as a Certified Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary through its cooperative
sanctuary program for golf courses.

The golf course was initially
designated as a Certified Audubon
Cooperative Sanctuary in 2010 and has
been recertified approximately every
three years since then.

“Golf Course Superintendent Jake Ja-
cobs and everyone involved with Flatirons
Golf Course have shown a strong com-
mitment to this environmental program,”
said Audubon International CEO Christine
Kane. “They are to be commended for
their efforts to provide a sanctuary for
wildlife on the golf course property.”

//COMING IN HOT

NUFARM UNVEILS
NEW POA PRODUCT

Nufarm recently debuted its new
optimized Poa management product,
Velocity PM herbicide, to superintendents
at the GCSAA Conference and Trade
Show in Phoenix.

“Velocity PM is an important
evolution for superintendents to gain Poa
management that performs at their pace,”
Blaine Pinkerton, vice president of turf
and ornamental sales for Nufarm, said.

According to the company, Velocity
PM Poa Management herbicide is a Poa
transition tool for both postemergence
control and seedhead suppression to
support an optimal transition program.
Nufarm adds that the new product also
provides dollar spot suppression.

Velocity PM utilizes the active ingredi-
ent bispyribac sodium and is recommend-
ed for use on fairways and tees.

According to Nufarm, the herbicide is
for use on creeping bentgrass, perennial
ryegrass, tall fescue, dormant bermu-
dagrass and dormant bermudagrass
overseeded with perennial ryegrass.

Golfdom.com
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Coore & Crenshaw crafted playing surfaces from:a volcanic pumice sand sourced
from the island.

//EXTRA SALTY

Point Hardy GC reopens following
seashore paspalum regrassing

The Point Hardy Golf Club at

the Cabot Saint Lucia in the
Caribbean recently held its grand
opening following a renovation project
where Pure Dynasty seeded seashore
paspalum, developed by Pure-Seed
Testing and supplied by Atlas Turf
and Pure Seed, was used to grass the
entire course.

Firm Coore & Crenshaw designed
the project. The COVID-19 pandemic
hit the world just after construction
started, meaning that lead shaper
Keith Rhebb remained on the island
for more than 250 days, most of that
time working alone on the course.

Along with Superintendent and
Golfdom Editorial Advisory Board
member Damon Di Giorgio, who had
managed the grass previously at Playa
Grande in the Dominican Republic,
Coore & Crenshaw eventually selected
Pure Dynasty.

Other courses featuring Pure Dy-
nasty include Marco Simone in Italy
(host of the 2023 Ryder Cup), Royal

Golfdom.com

Greens in Saudi Arabia, and Mont
Choisy and La Réserve in Mauritius.
The Casa de Campo course in the Do-
minican Republic is currently undergo-
ing a renovation using Pure Dynasty.

“Paspalum was a natural choice here
because of the course’s proximity to
the sea, the salt spray and the natural
buildup of salts in the soil,” golf course
architect Bill Coore said.

According to the company, the fact
that Pure Dynasty is the only seashore
paspalum strain available as a seeded
product was crucial, as Saint Lucia
prohibits the importation of vegetative
material, making sprigging or sodding
impossible, meaning the entire course,
including the greens, must use the
same grass.

“Pure Dynasty is the result of 25-
plus years of plant breeding and test-
ing work to produce a blend of varieties
that provide improved disease resis-
tance and overall turf performance,”
Crystal Rose-Fricker, president of Pure
Seed, said.

//FAMILY BUSINESS

HARRELL'S MAKES
LEADERSHIP MOVES

Harrell's recently selected Jack Harrell I,
the company’s COO, as its new president.
Harrell succeeds the current president

of 20 years, Dave
Schermerhorn, who is
shifting to vice chairman
of the board.

Harrell steps into the
role with 14 years of
experience under his belt.
Schermerhorn has been
leading the charge with
CEO and Chairman of
the Board, Jack Harrell, Jr., for 19 years.

“It is an honor to take on this new
responsibility,” Harrell 1l said. “I've
worked very closely with Dave for many
years now and | look forward to working
with him and my dad for years to come.”

Jack Harrell 1l

//CRAB CAKES ANYONE?

USGA AWARDS FIVE
FUTURE TOURNAMENTS
TO MARYLAND COURSES

The United States Golf Association
(USGA) recently announced that
Woodmont Country Club, in Rockville,
Md., will host the 2025 and 2026 U.S.
Adaptive Opens, and the 2028 U.S. Junior
Amateur, and Columbia Country Club, in
Chevy Chase, Md., will host the 2027 U.S.
Senior Women's Amateur and the 2035
U.S. Senior Amateur.

Developed to follow through on a
2017 pledge by the USGA to establish
a championship for the adaptive golf
community, the U.S. Adaptive Open
Championship is the association’s newest
championship. To learn more about
the Adaptive Open, check out the 2023
GolfdomTour Guide.

//GRAND REVEAL

FMC DEBUTS
NEW INSECTICIDE

FMC recently received federal registration
enabling the launch of Durentis
insecticide. According to the company,
the formulation provides superintendents
season-long protection from above- and
below-ground chewing pests, including all
species of grubs and fall armyworms.

Durentis is a concentrated formulation
of the active ingredient chlorantraniliprole
requiring a single application for
season-long control. Durentis’ systemic
properties allow upward translocation
into turf.

February 2024 Golfdom // 7
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Larry the Cable Guy, Comedian

JUST ABOUT ANY MALE with cable TV in the
2000s knows the meaning of “git+-done!”

Larry the Cable Guy — a wise-cracking,
blue-collar, sleeveless comedian — has
performed in sold-out theaters nationwide
for decades. He's appeared in numerous TV
comedy specials and movies. His distinct
voice brought the rusty tow truck Mater
to life in the Disney films Cars (2006) and
Cars 2 (2011).

Larry the Cable Guy still performs his
stand-up comedy when he’s not on the golf
course. The funnyman also hosts his own
golf tournament every summer, the Git-R-
Done Golf Classic, which has raised more
than $7 million for charitable causes such
as the Arnold Palmer Hospital, the Food
Bank of Lincoln (Neb.) and the American
Red Cross.

— Seth Jones // Editor-in-Chief

“When I'm in Florida I play Isleworth
(G&CC, Windermere). It’s an awesome
club, an awesome course. When I'm

in Nebraska I play at Firethorn Golf
Course (in Lincoln) and I also belong
to the Dormie Network, which is an
amazing bunch of courses. Victoria
National (Newburgh, Ind.), Dormie
Club (West End, N.C.) and I play Arbor
Links (Nebraska City, Neb.) all the
time. Hillcrest (CC, Lincoln), Prairie
Club (Valentine, Neb.) — there’s a lot of
great golf in Nebraska.

Conditions mean a lot. Edgewood
(Tahoe GC, Stateline, Nev.) is one of my
all-time favorite courses, it’s always in
such great shape and you can’t beat the
views. Half the fun of golf is getting
out, getting away from electronics and
walking and being with your buddies.

HlusiReostoftihelVlonth

Follow us @Golfdom

David Clowers
@david_clowers

Superintendent
Battlefield GC,
Ringgold, Ga.

Covers off. Greens held
great! #comeonspring

Presented in partnership with:

g ®
syngenta
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David Clowers
@david clowers

Covers off, Greens held great! comeons

. /

“Half the fun of golf is
getting out, getting away
from electronics and
walking and being with
your buddies. Get outside
and get your Vitamin D!
I love golf, it's awesome.”

Get outside and get your Vitamin D! I
love golf, it’s awesome.”

|
//RUNAWAY TRAIN

NGF REPORT SHOWS
CONTINUED GROWTH
FOR GOLF

According to the National Golf
Foundation’s (NGF) newest Graffis Report
— named after Golfdom and NGF founder
Herb Graffis — the pandemic-induced golf
boom is still going strong.

The NGF reports an estimated nearly 1
million more Americans played golf in
than in 2022, the largest one-year jump in
participants since 2001. Alongside the jump in
player base comes near all-time record highs
in rounds played, according to the NGF.

Other notable figures from the Graffis
Report include:

e Total participation in golf (including
facilities like Topgolf and indoor simulators)
jumped to 45 million.

o The number of golf course closures
continued to drop with levels reaching their
lowest since before the Great Recession.

® More new golf courses opened in 2023
than any year since 2010.

Golfdom.com
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FLYNN

Florida superintendent gets instant
nematode control with Nimitz Pro G

ick Flynn has been working
on golf courses for over 25
years now. When he was 15,
he joined his brother at his
summer job and never looked back.
“I was bored and couldn’t drive, so my
options were very limited,” he laughs.
Although he initially never
considered being a superintendent,
he recalls an almost immediate
change in perspective.
“It’s funny, before that summer,
I wanted to go to law school and
be an attorney. And then after that
summer, I was asking my boss how
to become a superintendent, how do
I get involved, and
what was his path.
I'm very fortunate
I had a really good
boss starting out
who mentored me.”
Flynn went on to
attend Ohio State
and joined the
school’s turfgrass program. “They’ve
got one of the best turfgrass programs
in the country and I was fortunate
enough to get accepted. So, I've
literally never done anything else.”
Flynn loves his career path and

2 |

Nick Flynn

being a superintendent. “I like to think
my worst day on the golf course is
better than my best day in the office.”

INSTANT RELIEF
WITH NIMITZ PRO G

Now as the Superintendent for The
Venice Golf and Country Club in
Venice, Fla., Flynn is always looking
for the most effective ways to manage
his course. He has been using Quali-Pro
products for about 12 years now and
swears by Nimitz Pro G for his course.

“I remember talking with one of
my sales reps, Jeff Rampino, and he
told me I needed to try it. So we did,”
he says.

“It’s one of those products that
the juice is worth the squeeze. You
definitely see the results,” Flynn says.
“There were products that I applied
for years and never saw any results.
With Nimitz Pro, we made one
application and I saw instant results.”

One of the biggest challenges
Venice G&CC faces are sting and
lance nematode issues.

“Our sting numbers are about
five- or six-times the threshold and
our lance counts are about double or
triple,” he says.

Flynn recalls feeling immediate
relief after just the first application of
Nimitz Pro G. The results spoke for
themselves.

“Seeing those population numbers
come down were a relief to me,” he
says. “Nematodes are tough and never
go away. We always just try to fight
them, and I felt like for the first time
in a long time we had more control
because of Nimitz Pro G.”

Flynn applies 60 pounds per acre of
Nimitz Pro G to his course four times
per season.

“Nimitz is the only true systemic
product on the market, and it does
give you at least a 45- to 60-day
window of control.”

His advice to other
superintendents? “Stop wasting time
and go buy it. You won’t regret it.” &
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Bagpipes and turf equipment They
1 go together like peanut butter and
jelly. Thanks to Turfco for sponsoring
the bagpiper as the group got ready to get
out on the golf course.

superintendent, Cimarron Hills G&CC,

Leander, Texas; Troy Flanagan,
director of golf maintenance, The Olympic
Club, San Francisco; Matt Jones, CGCS,
director of agronomy, Forsyth CC, Winston-
Salem, N.C.; Ryan Blechta, superintendent,
Spanish Peaks Mountain Club, Big Sky,
Mont.; Michael Wolpoff, superintendent,
Arroyo Trabuco GC, Mission Viejo, Calif.;
and Michael Magnani, superintendent,
Lakeside GC, Toluca Lake, Calif., as they
prepared to head to the airport upon the
conclusion of the 2023 Golfdom Summit.

2 Homeward bound Terry Negen,

CGCS, Stockdale CC in Visalia, Calif.,
and Negen catch up on shop talk
during the post-golf barbecue.

3 The 19th Hole Glenn Matthews,

Seth Jones (second from left), and

Jake Goodman (far right) handed the
hardware to this winning foursome in the
golf tournament: (left to right) Allan Fulcher,
Quali-Pro; Jared Brewster, superintendent,
Rolling Hills CC, Newburgh, Ind.; Scott
Kinkead, Turfco; and Chad Oxenreider,
superintendent, Lebanon (Pa.) CC.

4 The champs are here Golfdom’s

Linker and John Fowler of BioBoost
Nest share a laugh with Mark
Koepsell of Frost Inc.

5 Fowler’s laugh is contagious Philip

superintendent Everyone was happy

to welcome and say “nice job” to
Reunion Resort’s head superintendent,
Andy Maguire (left), with Jeff Kerr,
superintendent, CC of Peoria in Peoria
Heights, Il

6 A special appearance by the host

10 // Golfdom February 2024 Golfdom.com
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A good game of bags The
7 golf scramble wasn’t enough

competition for these four, as they
needed to also wage war in a game of
bags. (Left to right) Blechta; Ken Rost,
Frost Inc.; Brian Godwin, Turfco; and
Michael Sonnek, superintendent, Royal
GC, Lake EImo, Minn.

You know they’ve got game
8 (Left to right) Chris Navin,
superintendent, the GC at P.B.
Dye, ljamsville, Md.; Bill Roddy, Golfdom;

Fulcher and Paul Blodorn, Quali-Pro,
await the winner of the bags game.

Dan Johnson, superintendent,

0ld Hickory CC, Nashville; Eric
Gerhartz, Sipcam Agro; and Craig
MacGregor, Golfdom, discuss their real-
life Caddyshack moments.

A new Legend Matt Shaffer
(left), superintendent
emeritus, Merion GC, and

Shawn Emerson (right), Ethos Club and
Leisure, welcome the newest Legend

to the group: Dan Dinelli, director of
agronomy, North Shore CC, Glenview, lll.

Par is their friend
Jones’ foursome of (left
to right) Graham Edelman,

superintendent, Wolf Creek Golf Links,
Olathe, Kan.; Godwin and Patrick
Affolder, superintendent, McAllen
(Texas) CC, didn’t win any hardware
but they had a great time playing a
relaxing round on Reunion Resort’s
Palmer Course.

9 Caddyshack crew (Left to right)

February 2024 Golfdom // 11



As Pinehurst No. 2 prepares to host the 2024 U.S. Open, take a trip back a decade
to 2014 as Golfdom Editor-in-Chief Seth Jones checked in with the Pinehurst crew
as they prepared to host the both Men’s and Women'’s U.S. Open just a week apart
from each other. For the full article, visit Golfdom.com.

Back to back

BY SETH JONES, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Right here on No. 18, at about this
time, in only 44 days, a champion
will be crowned.

Right here on No. 18, at about
this time, in only 51 days, another
champion will be crowned.

And right here, on No. 18, at about
this time, Kevin Robinson, CGCS, su-
perintendent of Pinehurst’s famed No.
2 course, will have made golf history by
having successfully played host to the
USGA’s U.S. Open and U.S. Women’s
Open in back-to-back weeks.

Yes, it will be hard work ... but the re-
ward will be a memory for alifetime.

THE RENOVATION
Before even considering the logistics of
hosting the U.S. Open (June 12-15) imme-
diately followed by the U.S. Women’s Open
(June 19-22), consider what this course
has gone through in the past five years.
The No. 2 that hosted the 2005 U.S.
Open and the No. 2 of 2014 barely re-
semble each other. If it were a high school
reunion, No. 2 is that friend who lost
so much weight he is only recognizable
by the sound of his voice. But instead of
pounds, No. 2 dropped bermudagrass
rough. Lots.
The renovation by Bill Coore and Ben
Crenshaw, now widely celebrated, was
a culture shock at first. The idea was to
take away all the bermudagrass roughs

12 // Golfdom February 2024

and bring back the sweeping white sand
and a selection of native vegetation that
was present when Donald Ross designed
the course in 1907. Fairways went from
an average width of 27 yards to an aver-
age width of 46 yards. The course went
from 1,150 irrigation heads to 450 irriga-
tion heads, from using 55 million gallons
of water annually to 12 million gallons.

“What Donald Ross had here is one
of the best natural landscapes for golf in
America. That landscape included sand
hills and wiregrass,” says Bob Farren,
CGCS, director of maintenance at Pine-
hurst Resort. “Coore and Crenshaw knew
that was the identity of the course. And
frankly, we had covered alot of it up in
my 31 years here.”

The practice of overseeding was also
eliminated. That means diesel rough
mowers now get parked in November

FROM THE ARCHIVE

and don’t get fired up again until the
spring, saving on gas. It also saves on
water, fertility and labor.

The process of bringing in native veg-
etation — some of which other courses
might call weeds — was keyed in on with
the help of the turf program at N.C. State
University. Tom Rufty, Ph.D., and Danesha
Seth Carley, Ph.D., helped Pinehurstiden-
tify what plants would thrive and be favor-
able, and what plants would be invasive.

Now vegetation with common names
like horseweed, carpetweed and crowfoot
grass are prevalent throughout the course.

“We're redefining what people call
weeds. It’s only a weed if you don’t want it
there,” says Seth Carley. “Bob and Kevin
would take us around the course and point
something out. They’d say, ‘We love this.
How do we get more of it and spread it?””

The crew planted 20,000 Carolina
wiregrass sprigs by hand.

“Think about planting all this wire-
grass and not knowing if it would live or
not,” laughs Robinson. “When we first
started I thought, ‘Golly, is this stuff
going to make it?’ [would have been
happy with a 60 percent success rate. But
shoot, every one of them made it.”

John Jeffreys, assistant superinten-
dent on No. 2 says that though this new
look is more sustainable, it’s not neces-
sarily easier to maintain.

“It takes skilled labor to manage the
wire grass areas,” Jeffreys says. “Anyone
can hop on a rough mower and mow
rough — just don’t put it in a bunker.

But to tell someone to selectively remove
these plants, those plants, but not these
plants? It’s a difficult method. We man-
age this course completely different
now. There was rough, pine straw, clear
wooded areas, no pinecones. It’s almost
like going to two different properties...
even on different sides of the country.”®

Golfdom.com



Matt’s Memories

Are you part

THENEXT/GENERATION

“l am proud to announce that one of my former

superintendents from Merion, Scott Bordner,
has decided to tackle this labor shortage

problem head-on.”

MATT SHAFFER, director of golf course operations emeritus

of the solution?

hen there are more people leaving

the profession than entering,

you will have a crisis.

I know many of you have
had a difficult time finding
assistants. And many of you
complain about the quality
of the assistants that are out
there. Once again, when there
are fewer and fewer people in
amarket it becomes a buyer’s
market. The big clubs have big
budgets and can pony up the
big bucks for the best assis-
tants. The reality is that there
remains a need for assistants
at smaller clubs and the mid-
dlelayer of golf course man-
agement is also thelargest.

Howlong do you think it
will be until there is a superin-
tendent shortage? Lots of peo-
ple think that when the short-
ages get significant enough it
will attract more people into
the industry. Thatishow it
worked in the old days. To-
day’s world is much different.
Face it, what is fantastic about

Golfdom.com

this job can be viewed by oth-
ers as a detriment.

Help wanted

Here’s a positive descrip-

tion of what we do: A golf
course superintendent’s job

is never boring and always
interesting! The challenges
are numerous and diversified,
requiring you to use all your
resources to devise solutions.

The opportunity persists to
develop people and help them
reach their potential. Your
interaction with your owners
will put you in front of the
most successful people in your
community, helping you to
achieve your best results. Of
course, there is much more.

If I were a superintendent
working in a large golf market
right now, I would manage
several clubs in one area. This
would allow you to consoli-

date specialized equipment,
move labor around at critical
times, give you greater buying
power and allow you to make
more money.

There are several very good
software programs that allow
you to keep your eyes on the
prize. In fact, when you be-
come very familiar with the
data and learn to interpret
the finer points, you'll be
amazed at how informed you
can stay.

The club gets a superin-
tendent that would be out of
their price range and their
costs would go down as are-
sult of the buying power and
consolidation of resources.
There is just one big problem:
You need a great right-hand
person to run each of these
facilities and now we are right
back to the original problem.

The Super-Scratch
Tournament

I am proud to announce that
one of my former superin-
tendents from Merion, Scott
Bordner, has decided to tackle
thislabor shortage problem
head-on. Scott is the Direc-
tor of the Union League Golf
properties, heis a can-do,
solution-minded person.

Scottis alarge partofa
tournament called the Super-
Scratch Invitational (Editor’s
note: for more on the Super-
Scratch Tournament, see page
6) that raises scholarship
money for future turf stu-
dents. Scott’s dream is to have
this tournament held in every
area of the USA and beyond.

I can assure you he will get it
done. As always, it’s easier to
have a huge movement when
you have support from the
industry, so please reach out
to Scott (bordners@unionleague.
org) to find out how you can
get involved.

When you can stand in
front of an FFA class to sell
them on this profession and
inform them that there is
scholarship money available,
it becomes very compelling to
enter the great brother
and sisterhood of golf course
superintendents!

And therein lies the
solution to yet another prob-
lem. That is who we are —
problem solvers. ®

Matt Shaffer, a longtime
superintendent, is the owner of
Minimalistic Agronomic Techniques
(M.A.T.) He was previously the
superintendent at The Country Club
in Cleveland and is director of golf
course operations emeritus at Merion
GC, Ardmore, Pa., where he hosted
the 2013 U.S. Open. Reach him at
matthewgshaffer@gmail.com.
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Golfdom
Summit

Chip shots

As told by the partners of the 2023 Golfdom Summit
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he format is unique to any other  each Summit partner. (We also sneak in a
event in the industry: For two-and-  round of golf and a poolside barbecue dinner,
a-half days, around 45 superinten-  among other activities.)

dents from around the country Before the one-on-one meetings begin,

(this year, as far as Hawaii) come to Reunion = partners make presentations to the group.
Resort near Orlando. Over those 60 hours, = What follows are some of the key messages
each superintendent meets individually with ~ from each partner. Continued on page 16

= = ‘ ‘ The Golfdom Summit is always a highlight
= of my year. It’s exciting to connect our - — -
= - readers directly with our advertising — —
= — _partners and then sit back and-watch the—
= — — —action. AndHit; s a thrill to build- frlendshlps

= =~ — along the way” — = ==
e e o — Craig Mchregor
= - | Publisher, Golfdom
— -
W Golfdom.com s February 2024 Golfdom // 15
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Continued from page 15

The company: FMC

What: Durentis Insecticide

Who: Kyle Richards, Pest & Nursery/Greenhouse Market
Manager

What he said: “FMC has a nice and robust fungicide portfo-
lio that we've come out with over the past couple of years, but
we are really turning our focus to insecticides now. Our newest
insecticide, which will be coming out in Q1 of 2024, is Durentis
Insecticide. The active ingredient (chlorantraniliprole) in Duren-
tis was discovered by scientists at our Stine Research Center (in
Newark, Del.) It is an FMC-proprietary technology. The molecule
was discovered way back when by FMC scientists. We're really
excited to bring this to the industry in 2024.”

For more: FMCProSolutions.com

The company: Frost

What: Cloud Connectivity

Who: Ken Rost, Presidentand CEO \ 7
What he said: “We're proud to introduce, in this upcoming o, Rost, president and CEO of Frost Inc., gives a demonstration
season, the addition of Cloud Connectivity, a system you can  of the Ninja GPS spray control system.

GET QUICK, NON-SELECTIVE BURNDOWN AND
AT LEAST 90 DAYS OF RESIDUAL CONTROL.

With its unique 3-way formulation, Surmise® SpeedPro™ XT delivers savage

burndown with fast, visible results — and its 90+ day residual helps reduce

lab leash the beast for swift, relent] clzns !
abor costs. Unleash the beast for swift, relentless weed and grass contro SURMISE
SPEEDPROS /&

NON-SELECTIVE HERBICIDE

in walkways, hardscapes, fencerows, edging, and more.

ALBAUGH' Seanto

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS learn more

about Surmise
www.albaughspecialtyproducts.com SpeedPro XT.

©2023 Albaugh, LLC. All rights reserved. Albaugh, the A logo and Surmise are registered trademarks and SpeedPro
is a trademark of Albaugh, LLC. Always read and follow label restrictions, precautions and directions for use.

PHOTO BY: GOLFDOM STAFF

16 // Golfdom February 2024 Golfdom.com



retrofit to any of the existing Ninja (GPS spray control) systems, ’ 9 | .
to connect that machine to the cloud so that you can manage it ' :

either on smartphone or PC. You canlook at the data to see what i - H
that machineis doing. You canlook at the jobs and see where that B

machineis on your property. If you have more than one machine : +T n “ I I T '
and it finishes a job that you want to pass to another machine, . l S
you can do that. It creates new opportunities.” - . : u

For more: FrostServ.com

The company: Husqvarna

What: Robotic mowers

Who: Brandt Thacker, Commercial Robotics Sales Manager
What he said: “When you get into robotics, we truly believe

that we are making a better experience — not just for the golfer

or the member, but also for the superintendent. That starts with [ =

the fact that they are fully automated — not remote-controlled. R K N
You don’t need in-person supervision since the mowers are pro- —
H E R B/ C /| D E Numguummoy

PBI-Gordon has blazed a new trail
for sedge and kyllinga control

grammed. We drive them around and create a geo-fence around
the service area. Then, you program the mow height and schedule.
After that, the mowers are almost ‘set it and forget it.’ The mow-
ers will go out on a schedule of your choosing. Want to mow the
fairway at night? The rough during the day? Just program the
different heights, and the mower will make the adjustments on
its own.”

For more: Husqvarna.com

Attendees got up close with Husqvarna’s Automowers and saw
them work on an area of Reunion Resort’s driving range.

The company: Jacobsen
What: Eclipse 360

Who: Lee Frie, Product Manager
What he said: “The Eclipse 360 has been out for a number of Employee-Owned
years. It’s the second iteration of what started as the 322. With PBIGordonTurf.com
(the Eclipse 360), I've mowed as many as 72 greens on one charge. Always Read and Follow Label Directions. Arkon™is a trademark of PBI-Gordon Corp. 8/23 646438

PHOTO BY: GOLFDOM STAFF

Continued on page 19
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[

KAFKA GRANITE PATHNAY

Jason Chilson and Tiffany Koss discuss the strengths of Kafka Granite pathways with Chris Navin, superintendent at the Club
at P.B. Dye, ljamsville, Md.

Great Starts Make
All The Difference

HYDRATING SURFACTA

OARS

PENETRATING SURFACTANT: }

pring for more

'nqulbtration and |
O

g rains,
firmness

GOLFDOM STAFF
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Continued from page 17

I've been able to verticut as many as 36 greens. The technology
has finally hit the spot where we can provide you with a machine
that actually does the day’s work that you're looking for. That’s
really what we’ve been waiting for.”

For more: Jacobsen.com /Cushman.com

The Jacobsen demonstration area draws a crowd during
the Summit.

The company: Kafka Granite

What: Wax Polymer Bunker Sand

Who: Tiffany Koss, Director of Sales and Marketing

What she said: “After we had initially developed our product
for paths, Chris Zugel, CGCS, (Director of Golf Course Mainte-
nance at Destination Kohler) came back to us and said, ‘Why can’t
you use this stuff in my bunkers? I have a thousand bunkers at
Whistling Straits, and I can’t keep up on the maintenance.” So,
we took our wax polymer technology, blended it with the bun-
ker sand and started using it in highly-erosive faces — primarily
out-of-play target bunkers and waste bunkers. After getting two
inches of rain, it did not budge.”

For more: KafkaGranite.com/Golf

The company: PBl-Gordon
What: Arkon Herbicide Liquid
Who: Lyndsie Balstad, Product Manager
What she said: “One of the things that I'm really excited to
share with you allis a new product called Arkon Herbicide Liquid,
(which) justlaunched (in 2023). The first-ever sale of it went out
in September. Maybe you've heard about it, or maybe this is the
first time, but we are excited to tell you more about it and see how
it could fit into your operation. It’s a new, innovative solution for
sedge and kyllinga control in a liquid formulation.”
For more: PBIGordonTurf.com

Continued on page 20

Golfdom.com

Superintendents Agree:
Segway® Fungicide SC
is reliable, proven,
and trusted.

SEcwAY

FUNGICIDE SC

For control of Pythium diseases
on turf areas

“Segway is a trusted partner

through the summer months,

keeping all of our cool season
surfaces in great shape.”

— Pete Wendt, CGCS
Director of Golf Course
and Grounds,
Congressional CC

PLI /cordon
corporation

Employee-0Owned

PBIGordonTurf.com/Segway

Always read and follow label directions.
Segway® is a registered trademark of Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha Ltd. 11/23 672902
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Continued from page 19

The company: POGO Turf Pro

What: The POGO Platform

Who: Carmen Magro, CGCS, Ph.D., Vice President

What he said: “The POGO Platform has become a household
name in the turfgrass industry. It gives you the ability to see an
overview of your property. Not just moisture but many other
variables that you choose and set up. Just a couple of minutes a
day will give you insight that otherwise would never happen on
your property. The POGO platform is not a piece of software. It’s
avery powerful, global system driven by cloud computing. The
second you enter data and hit ‘analyze, there will be a complete
analysis of your property.”

For more: PogoTurfPro.com

The company: Albaugh Specialty Products

What: Quintessential

Who: Russ Mitchell, Segment Director

What he said: “We pride ourselves on continually developing

Carmen Magro, CGCS, Ph.D., vice president of POGO Turf Pro new products and mixtures. Quintessential is our liquid quinclo-
addresses the entire group during his boardroom presentation. rac that we've had for years, but (recently) we've found an additive

COMMERCIAL GRADE. ALL DAY POWER.

NOW WITH

/N 25% MORE

ELECTRIC MOWERS MOW'NG POWER!

Reliable

@

Noise Reduction

Operational Savings

co2
|
Zero Emissions
4 SCAN CODE Assembled in the USA
TO SCHEDULE * USA it
YOUR FREE DEMO! ENGINEERED AND BUILT | foreign parts. cut Quart
ut Quality
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Russ Mitchell gives a quick history of Albaugh Specialty Products,
an American-owned company based in Ankeny, lowa.

we call H-value technology. Long story short, thisis a quinclorac
that will get to that three to five-tiller stage. It is also rainfast
much quicker and works better under drought conditions. It re-
ally plugs the gaps.”

For more: AlbaughSpecialty.com

The company: Quali-Pro

What: Nimitz Pro G, Suprado and Doxem Plus Fire Ant

Bait

Who: Jeff Rampino, Florida Territory Manager

What he said: “In the past few years, we've become more of

what you would call a hybrid company. Our past is definitely

in post-patents. That’s where we came from and is something

we hold near and dear to our hearts. But we are starting to

move into a hybrid space where we are creating our own active
Continued on page 22

Graham Edelman, superintendent, Wolf Creek Golf Links
in Olathe, Kan., lines up his putt.

Golfdom.com

Superintendents Agree:
Segway® Fungicide SC
is reliable, proven,
and trusted.

SEcwAY

FUNGICIDE SC

For control of Pythium diseases
on turf areas

“With Segway, we really
have a go-to product that’s
going to allow us to
sleep at night.”

= Paul Dotti
Superintendent,
Arcola Country Club,
Paramus, NJ

PLI /cordon
corporation

Employee-0Owned

PBIGordonTurf.com/Segway

Always read and follow label directions.
Segway® is a registered trademark of Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha Ltd. 11/23 672902
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Continued from page 21

ingredients to make proprietary products. So, it’s a really
exciting time for us.”

For more: Quali-Pro.com

The company: Smithco

What: XLT0E Greens Roller

Who: Steven Johnson, Sales

What he said: “One of the new products that you guys are going
to have an opportunity to look at is our XL 70E. We’ve been build-
ing it now for about seven years. It’s definitely our top-selling
roller. There’s been a great demand for us to bring out an electric
version. Going all-electric is very expensive. (The cost of) those
components are coming down, but they are not where they need
to be for us to feel comfortable building a fully electric system.
Whatyou're going to see with our unit is that we've incorporated
the hydraulic systems that we use for our rollers and incorporated
our electric system from our electric bunker rakes.”

For more: Smithco.com

Don Smith, president of Smithco (right) listens in on a discussion
about the company’s battery-powered bunker rake.

The company: Steel Green Manufacturing

What: SGXL

Who: Caleb Myers, Sales Representative

What he said: “(The SGXL) is a 120-gallon stand-on, zero-turn
sprayet. It features a 14-foot rear boom and comes standard with
a 2.5-gallon foam marker; a 100-foot hose reel; a pressure con-
trol system; an 18-inch LED light for early morning applications;
and a hillside assist system. This machine isn’t strictly limited to
being a sprayer. We have a 350-pound hopper attachment that is
interchangeable with the tank. We have GPS technology available
for this machine as well. This system has full individual nozzle
control,shut-off and full tracking technology. It’s plug-and-play.
You just drive the machine and it does everything else for you.”
For more: SteelGreenMfg.com

22 // Golfdom  February 2024

Alan Hollen discusses the science behind The Andersons’
Dispersing Granule (DG) Technology.

The company: The Andersons

What: Carbon Coat Technology

Who: Alan Hollen, Territory Manager, and David Louttit,
Territory Manager

What Alan said: “Last year, when I was here, I asked (attend-
ees), ‘What'’s something that you really need? What'’s a product
that you would like developed?’ A number of people came to me
and said, ‘We need this,’ and (what they mentioned) was some-
thing that we were already developing. Alot of the ideas that we
come up with spawn here.”

What David said: “Carbon Coat Technology is part of our new
flagship here. The original product was HCU 44-0-0. You can
put this product into a spray tank. It’s very popular for use on
fairways. The next one that came along was HCAS 20-0-0-235,
which has an ammonium sulfate and potassium humate coating.
Finally, we came up with PCHCU 40-0-0. These products are all
good. They’re all going to do the job, but it’s all about using the
right product at the right time of the year.”

For more: AndersonsPlantNutrients.com/turf

Continued on page 24

PBI-Gordon hosted a barbecue dinner and games at the Seven
Eagles Pool Pavilion at Reunion Resort.

Golfdom.com
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THE TRAIL IS BLAZED.

\OKON
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It’s time for sedge and
kyllinga control to go
somewhere new. Arkon™
Herbicide Liquid is there.

Arkon is labeled for use on both cool-
and warm-season turfgrass across a
wide variety of sites, including greens.
Arkon controls sedges, kyllingas, and
listed broadleaf weeds, and it's proven
to reduce the number and viability of
nutsedge tubers.

PBI-Gordon has blazed a new trail for
sedge and kyllinga control. Join us.

PLI /cordon
corporation

Always Read and Follow Label Directions. Arkon™ is a trademark and Vexis® is a registered trademark Employee-Owned
of PBI-Gordon Corp. 5/23 646498

Visit PBIGordonTurf.com G
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have a hopper that takes an 80-inch bucket.’ That’s crazy. That’s
high-tech right there (laughs). Now, you don’t have this pile of
sand dropping off the back or the front that you'll have to clean
up later or that’s dripping into your spinners. We even designed
(the Widespin 1550) so sand can’t get into the spinners. It'll drop
right off. That’s a key thing, simple stuff, like, ‘How do we make
sure that this process is as efficient as possible?”

For more: Turfco.com

The company: Nufarm

What: Anuew PGR, Tourney EZ, Allstarand Velocity PM
Who: Chris Fronczek, Golf Market Manager

What he said: “We have new formulations (for products) such
Scott Kinkead, executive vice president of Turfco, shares how his 55 Anuew EZ, which is aliquid formulation now. It’s the same

company’s equipment helps superintendents be more productive.
pany's equip ps sup P product as before, a great growth regulator for both cool- and

Continued from page 22 warm-season turf. With Tourney EZ, we have a liquid formula-
The company: Turfco tion now. It’s great for fairy ring, other pests and diseases and if
What: Widespin 1550 Broadcast Topdresser you're treating your landscape or ornamental plants too. Allstar
Who: Scott Kinkead, Executive Vice President is a product we hope to get (registered) in 2024 for crabgrass,

What he said: “Not everything has to be high-tech. Some of  nutsedge and broadleaf weeds. Finally, we’re bringing Velocity
it can be simple things that are pretty obvious, like, ‘Wow, let’s ~— a product we discontinued four years ago — back by popular
demand for Poa removal.”®

For more: Nufarm.com/USTurf

Will you be in this photo
nextyear?

New attendees wanted! Here’s how to apply

If you're reading this, you're interested in learning
more about the tools available to superintendents to
help them get the job done. Instead of reading about
the tools discussed at the Golfdom Summit, why not
attend and see them yourself?
For more than a dozen
years, Golfdom has
brought 45 superinten-
dents to Reunion Resort
for this event.
Accepted superin-
tendents only need to
give us their time and
attention — airfare, ac-
commaodations, food,
beverage and golf are
all covered.
To apply to attend,
visit Golfdom.com.

GPS SPRAYER

KUBOTA RTV-X1140 + NINJA GPS SPRAY CONTROL

Spray Technology Products

www.frostserv.com
(800) 621-7910
@FrostSprayTech
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RESEARCH FOR REAL SUPERINTENDENTS =

Hosted by Mike Kenna, Ph.D. | mpkenna@gmail.com

Super--.Science

// POLICE STING NEMATODES

CAN BIOCHAR CONTROL
STING NEMATODES?

By Mike Kenna, Ph.D.

t Clemson University, MS graduate student Malone Thomason, under
the direction of Joseph Roberts, Ph.D., examined the effect of topdressing
or soil-incorporated biochar amendments on sting nematodes
(Belonolaimus longicaudatus).

The sting nematode is a prevalent plant parasitic nematode associated with
common and hybrid bermudagrass. They are very persistent, and the research sought
along-term management solution. Previous studies in various crop systems indicated
that biochar and compost amendments reduced nematode populations.

Thompson wanted to
see if biochar and amend-
ments would work in
turfgrass. In the first of
two multiple-year field
experiments, he examined
five treatments on bermu-
dagrass maintained as a
golf course fairway.

The treatments were:
none, 50/50 biochar/
compost blend used at 360
pounds per acre, 50/50
biochar/compost blend
applied at 900 pounds per acre, biochar alone applied at 225 pounds per acre, and
biochar alone applied at 500 pounds per acre.

Data collection included turfgrass visual quality (i.e., one to nine scale, where nine
is the best), turfgrass color (i.e., NDVI), and monthly soil samples for monitoring
nematode populations. The high-rate biochar/compost and biochar applications
improved turf quality compared to untreated control.

However, while there were some differences in nematode populations among the
treatments, Thompson’s research shows sting nematodes in the soil are unaffected by
the topdressing amendments.

In the greenhouse, Thompson conducted a grow-in experiment examining the
incorporation of biochar with other amendments into root zones. He established Mini
Verde sprigs within pots containing the following four rootzone media: 20 percent red
sedge peat/80 percent sand mixture; 20 percent biochar compost blend/80 percent
sand mixture; 10 percent biochar compost blend/10 percent red sedge peat/80 percent

AB

Sting Nematodes per 100 cm® of soil
@
—_—

Non-Treated
Control

Blochar alone

Blochar alone so/s0 50/50
225 Ibs/acre

450 Ibs/acre  Biochar/Compost  Blochar/Compost
450 Ibs/acre 900 Ibs/acre

Treatments

The sting nematode population in bermudagrass
fairway turf as impacted by amendment topdressings
from Sept. 2020 through July 2022. Treatment columns
sharing the same letter are not significantly different.
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ALBAUGH SPECIALTY
PRODUCTS ADDS RADFORD
TO WESTERN STAFF

Albaugh Specialty Products recently named
Trevor Radford as territory manager,
representing the Western U.S.

Radford brings more than 25 years
of experience in agronomy, turf and
ornamental sales,
including distributor
sales, national
accounts management
and ownership and
management of a lawn
care and pest control
business.

“He brings a
tremendous amount of industry experience,
not only in turf and ornamental sales,
but also in agronomics, entrepreneurship,
and strategjc account management,”
Justin Watts, national sales manager for
Albaugh, said. “He is a great fit with our
customer-focused approach that will allow
us to better understand and achieve our
customers’ goals and build upon the
successful relationships that we have in the
Western U.S.”

(s

Trevor Radford

sand mixture; and 100 percent sand.

The grow-in experiment found that
the mixed soil amendment that included
biochar led to a significant increase in turf
growth compared to the sand treatment.
However, Thompson found limited
evidence of the effect of biochar reducing
nematode populations. ®

Reference

Thomason, Malone, “Evaluating the Effect of Biochar Soil Amendments

on Belonolaimus Longicaudatus Populations Damaging Bermudagrass in
South Carolina” (2023). All Theses. 4125. https://tigerprints.clemson.edu/
all_theses/4125
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This project was funded
in part by the USGA
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February 2024 Golfdom // 25



Super Science

//NEMATODE 101

Nematodes and their control

By John Rowland, Ph.D., Agronomist, East Region

lant-parasitic nematodes,
ranging from 0.5 to 4.0 mm
in length and thinner than
human hair, require a live
host plant to survive and complete
their life cycle. They use a stylet to feed
on plants by penetrating living cells,
injecting digestive juices and consuming
cell contents. Ectoparasitic nematodes
puncture root endodermis and cortex,
while endoparasitic nematodes can be
migratory or sedentary within roots.

Nematode infestation in turfgrass
leads to shortened, darker roots lacking
fine feeder roots, compromising the plant’s
ability to absorb nutrients and water.
Cellular damage weakens the plant’s
defense against soil-borne pathogens,
leading to thin, weedy and necrotic turf
with potential widespread loss.

This damage poses challenges on
golf course greens, affecting ball roll,
and may require regrassing in more
severe cases. Managing nematode issues
involves identifying the species causing
damage to implement an appropriate
control strategy.

SOIL SAMPLING METHODS
Proper sampling is necessary to
determine if plant-parasitic nematodes
are present in sufficient numbers to
cause damage. When roots become
inactive in winter, nematodes primarily
overwinter as eggs and nematode assays
will not count them.

Avoid sampling dead grass, as it will

Research provided and funded by USGA.

26 // Golfdom February 2024

FIGURE 1

not have many live nematodes. Instead,
take cores from stressed areas when
the turfis actively growing. Collect an
aggregate sample from an area without
symptoms for comparison.

A single cup-cutter sample may give
misleading results. It is better to collect
10 to 20 smaller samples — approxi-
mately 1 inch in diameter — to root
depth and combine them in a sealed
plastic bag to retain moisture (1).

Hand deliver or ship the samples
overnight to a nematode testing lab
early in the week so they can process
them before the weekend. Consider
using a cold pack to keep nematodes
cool enough to survive. It is also
essential to check with your testing lab
to see if they have other requirements
or recommendations for sampling.

THRESHOLD LEVELS

Utilize tolerance thresholds to
identify when populations of various
nematode species become problematic.
Remember that these thresholds are
estimates and may not account for

- e ¥
-~

i o :
Nematodes are a concern for golf course superintendents in many parts of the U.S.
and can be challenging to control.

factors like other nematodes present,
turfgrass cultivar, cutting height, soil
compaction, root depth and health,
fertilization, time of year, growing
zone or disease pressure (7). Some
thresholds are established in green-
houses by inoculating sterilized soil
with a specific nematode to eliminate
other variables.

If your turfgrass is declining and
a nematode species approaches or
exceeds local thresholds, it may neces-
sitate action. However, if you submit
seasonal samples for monitoring
purposes and encounter no issues
with turfgrass quality, those numbers
exceeding the threshold may not be a
genuine cause for concern.

When uncertain, apply treatments
— such as fertilizer, fungicides or
nematicides — individually to small,
well-defined areas. This approach
allows you to assess product effec-
tiveness, as biotic issues rarely exhibit
clear boundaries. If treating on a larger
scale, endeavor to leave some untreated
areas for comparison.

Golfdom.com
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The green strip on this bermudagrass putting green was treat-
ed with fluopyram once in the fall before overseeding. In the
untreated areas, there is extensive sting nematode damage.

An initial small-scale treatment approach is beneficial if
you think nematodes are responsible for turf damage at your
course because it:

® Helps confirm whether nematodes are causing the issue.

o Allows testing to determine whether control products
are effective.

o Prevents large applications of ineffective products.

© Can save money, time and minimize unwanted impacts.

o Allows you to dial in treatment rates before making
larger applications.

CULTURAL MANAGEMENT

Limiting nematode damage does not necessarily require
chemical control. Cultural practices can play an essential
and influential role. Here are a few suggestions to consider:

e Planting into sterilized soil and using “nematode-free”
sprigs or sod gives you the best chance for success since
effective nematicides are very limited, and some species are
challenging to control (3).

® Proper irrigation may be the most effective way to
manage light-to-moderate nematode infestations. Wilting is
usually the first symptom to develop as root systems become
compromised, and syringing during hot days can sometimes
be enough to manage marginal nematode levels.

® Proper fertilization is also very important. Too much
nitrogen can cause succulent growth and allow nematode
numbers to rise excessively, while too little nitrogen will not
be sufficient to feed the turf when its root system is compro-
mised. Light and frequent nitrogen applications help improve
turf quality even though nematode numbers may rise due to
increased rooting (1).

o Foliar fertilization is more efficient when applying micro-
nutrients — particularly when roots are compromised and soil
pH is high — and can complement soil applications of nitrogen,
phosphorous and potassium. Organic nitrogen derived from
sewage — e.g., Milorganite — reduced sting nematodes and
increased root and leaf growth (6).
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FIGURE 3

FIGURE 4

This is an example of pitting on a Poa annua putting green
from stem-gall nematode damage.

© Mechanical practices like aerification and verticutting
create a healthy environment for turf growth by reducing soil
compaction and thatch concentration.

© Adding soil amendments that have either dlay-containing
colloidal phosphates or organic matter — e.g., Comand
compost — increases nutrient- and water-holding capacity,
which helps turfgrass tolerate nematodes (3).

© Raising mowing height also helps increase tolerance; even
a slight increase on golf greens can make a visible difference.

e Overseeding can increase nematode numbers and
transition problems if not properly managed. (4).

CHEMICAL CONTROL
Nematicides may be needed when cultural practices are insuffi-
cient to manage nematode stress adequately. Chemical nemati-
cides for usein turfarelimited, and effective biological products
are even scarcer. Any product claiming to be a nematicide
requires an EPA registration number and approved label.
Chemical control of nematode populations is generally
best done early in the year when numbers are lower. Some
endoparasitic nematodes are outside roots, juveniles are more
abundant, and sting nematodes are closer to the surface.
Bionematicides, such as Albaugh Specialty Products’ Zelto
Continued on page 28
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TABLE 1

Nematicides and species controlled

Sting Lance

Root- =
s Spiral  Ring

Cyst

Stubby-

ook Stunt

Needle Anguina

Biological a.i. * Product
Burkholderia
spp. Strain Zelto X
A396

1,3-
dichloropropene Curfew X X X X X X X X X
Divanem,
Abamectin Todal, X X X X X
Nemamectin
Fluopyram Indemnify X X X X X X X X X

* Provides some level of control and/or is on the product label

! Biological pesticides with EPA labels have submitted efficacy data showing contol of nematde species listed on theirlabels.

2 Controls these when sufficie ntly
* Effective on hellocotylenchus psuedorobustus Type E'.

Continued from page 27

and Crescendo, will also typically have
the most significant impact at this
time (3). Nematode control programs
often start with biologicals around egg
hatching and chemical nematicides are
applied afterward if conditions warrant.

Current chemical nematicides (Table
1) contain one of these active ingre-
dients: 1,3-dichloropropene, abamectin,
fluensulfone or fluopyram, and they all
belong to different chemical classes (3).
Check labels for efficacy on specific
nematode species and rotate products
to prevent resistance.

A sound fungicide program can
complement nematode control programs
by reducing the chance for soil-borne
diseases to enter damaged roots and
infect turfgrass. Fungicides that are
effective on pythium and take-all root
rot are particularly beneficial

Iprodione and thiophanate-methyl
have low levels of nematicidal activity
and are helpful in disease-control
programs at a timing similar to
biological products. Be cautious using
SDHI fungicides if nematodes are an
issue since fluopyram is also in Group
7 as nematicide resistance may become
an issue.

PLANT-PARASITIC NEMATODES
AND THEIR CONTROL
The following is a list of the primary

28 // Golfdom February 2024

d outside of roots.

plant-parasitic nematodes that concern
golf course turf managers and recom-
mendations for control (Table 1).
Control products and strategies
differ considerably depending on the
nematode species, so proper sampling
and identification are critical first steps
in successful management.

Sting — “Sting nematodes” in the
United States are typically belonolaimus
longicaudatus and are considered the
most damaging to turfgrass. They are
native to the sandy coastal plains of
the Southeast but are also currently

m»R‘egearch Takeaway_
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* Not all nematodes found in the soil
are detrimental. Some feed on soil
pests, mineralize nutrients and decom-
pose organic matter.

* If you think nematodes are responsible
for tuf damage, proper sampling is
essentia to determine the spedes
present and the population sizes.

* Tolerance thresholds for plant-parasitic
nematodes can vary greatly depend-
ing on the species of nematode, turf
species and variety, soi type and
condition, location and climate.

* Cultural practices — particularly
adequate irrigation and fertiization —
may allow you to manage nematode
issues under lighttomoderate pressure
without chemical applications.

@ Test control products on a small scale
first to determine therr effectiveness
to avoid wasting time and money on
larger applications that may not work.

found in Kansas, Ohio, New Jersey and
Southern California, in soils containing
at least 80 percent sand and less than 10
percent clay.

Lance — These semi-endoparasitic
nematodes tunnel in and out of roots
and are major pests of both warm- and
cool-season turf. Hoplolaimus galeatus
is found in the northern U.S. and is
the most common species in Florida
(3,12). Lance nematodes and their eggs
are protected from contact nemati-
cides when inside roots. They are most
exposed just before spring greenup
when bermudagrass starts to produce
new roots (8).

Root-Knot — Meloidogyne spp. are
in the top three most concerning signif-
icant plant-parasitic nematodes for turf,
along with sting and lance. They are
initially slender and motile but grow
fatter as they mature. Females migrate
until they find a feeding spot within a
group of root cells, creating swollen
roots, and then they become sedentary.
Roots typically die off below infection
sites and do not go much deeper than
the thatch layer. The University of
Florida developed a mist-extraction
method for identifying these nematodes
in turfgrass, but it requires a slightly
different sampling method (3).

Cyst — The endoparasitic cyst
nematode (heterodera spp.) is similar
to root-knot nematodes and creates
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galls when they settle in root cells.
Thresholds and control are also similar
for cyst and root-knot nematodes.

Spiral — This nematode has
numerous species commonly found
on plants. The main criterion is that
they curl into a spiral when relaxed
or dead. Spiral nematodes found in
the northern U.S. typically only cause
droughty symptoms. However, helicot-
ylenchus pseudorobustus “Type E’ can
cause significant damage to Tifdwarf
bermudagrass and seashore paspalum.

Stubby-Root — Found in most
states and named for the damage they
cause to turfgrass roots, stubby-root
nematodes (nanidorus spp.) are the
only plant-parasitic nematodes with a
solid, curved stylet. Current nemati-
cides are not as effective as older
chemistries, and populations often
rebound after fumigant applications
since they can be deep in the soil (2).

Ring — Although damage from
ring nematodes (criconemella spp.) is
relatively rare, they are often found in
damaged areas with spiral, stubby-root
and stunt nematodes in the Midwest
and with stunt, spiral and lance
nematodes in the Northeast (8,15).
Distinct rings around their body are
what give them their name.

Stunt — Ectoparasitic stunt
nematodes (tylenchorhynchus spp.) are
mostly a problem when turf is under
stress, but significant damage can occur
when found with lance nematodes in
northeastern putting greens (10).

Needle — Only 30 ectoparasitic
needle nematodes (longidorus spp.)
per 100 cubic cm of soil can prevent
turfgrass seed from establishing (10).
Sometimes found in finer native soil,
needle nematodes can cause significant
damage alone or when found with ring
and lesion nematodes (9).

Stem-Gall — Anguina pacificae are
found on Poa annua greens near the
coast of California from the Monterey
Peninsula to San Francisco on some
very high-profile golf courses. Stem-gall
nematodes occur at the base of the turf
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crown, and symptoms usually become
noticeable around midsummer.
Damage from these nematodes can
create pits in the putting surface that
greatly affect ball roll.

SUMMARY
Correct sampling and identification of
nematode populations help determine
the best management practices. Use
thresholds to guide and choose the
best action by evaluating the situation.
Sometimes, reducing stressors can be
enough to manage nematode infestations.

If not, small-scale treatments can
confirm whether nematodes are causing
an issueand which productsare effective.
If nematicide treatment becomes
necessary, try to rotate products to avoid
developing resistance. ®

Adapted from Rowland, John.
2023. Best Management Practices for
Controlling Turfgrass Nematodes. USGA
Green Section Record, April 7. 61(06).

John Rowland, Ph.D., is an agronomist from the
East Region for the USGA Green Section. Please
refer to his more comprehensive article or
contact him at jrowland@usga.org.
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Fire ants can be a challenge as there is no surefire way to prevent them from establishing colonies on the golf course.

How to keep fire ants under control

Know the danger, to both you and your equipment, that fire ants present

By Rob DiFranco

As the name suggests, the bite of a fire ant is less than
pleasant, presenting issues for golf course superintendents
and golfers alike.

When provoked, fire ants will swarm and latch onto
their target. According to Wizzie
Brown, senior Extension program
specialist at Texas A&M University,
unlike more common ant species,
they're not easy to shake off either.

“They are actually holding on to
you with their mandibles and will
continue to sting until you brush them
off,” Brown says. “(After the bite) you'll
get an immediate burning sensation in the area, and it will
eventually redden and swell.”

Fire ant mounds are large and easy to identify, as they
often appear in sunny, low play areas of the golf course. As
the seasons begin to shift, Brown adds that the ants may
migrate to new areas of the course, potentially closer to
in-play areas.

Wizzie Brown

30 // Golfdom February 2024

“When it starts to get cooler, (fire ants) may gravitate
toward paved areas and use those as a heat sink,” she says.
“When you get into the warmer time of the year, especially
if you have little rainfall, they will often move near
irrigation heads. So, if a sprinkler breaks, that can make
things interesting.”

As for treatment, Brown says there are three main ways
superintendents can target this pest. Individual mound
treatments are the most labor-intensive option for treatment
and would be a good option for courses with only a few
mounds.

The other two treatment options, broadcast bait applica-
tions and broadcast granular applications, are more cost-
and time-effective options.

“Those are more common (modes of application),” says
Brown. “I find those tend to work best when it’s early in the
season. You want to have the product out in the soil when
those fire ants start tunneling and building mounds, so
when the weather starts to warm up it’s already there and
will start to kill them off”@®

Golfdom.com
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BRIAN MOUNT, M.S., B.C.E.
Technical Service Manager

Fire ant control on a golf course
can be accomplished in several
ways. Existing mounds can be treated with properly
labeled insecticides via mound drenches. Mound
drenches are done by applying one to two gallons of
insecticide solution directly into the mound and treating
about 3 ft. out from the mound. These treatments will
only control the mounds that are directly treated. Fire

ant baits are another great choice for keeping fire ant
numbers down. Baits can be broadcast over large areas
and will help keep new colonies/mounds from developing
as foraging ants pick up the bait and bring it back to the
colony, ultimately Killing the queen. Lastly, insecticides
may also be broadcast over large areas to keep fire ants
at bay. Insecticides are most effective in late spring and
summer when ants are more active and likely to contact
the treatment.

Quali-Pro
HEATHER PATTERSON
PCO Technical Service Manager

Red imported fire ants (RIFA)
pose a significant challenge in
maintaining turfgrass areas across the southeastern
U.S. With an ideal combination of well-maintained
turfgrass, moist soil and warm air, golf courses are prime
locations for RIFA activity. As temperatures rise in spring,
mounds start appearing, and fire ant workers actively
forage for food to share with their nestmates. Thisis a
good time to make granular bait applications. Another
effective strategy involves bait applications in the fall,

as it targets colonies when they are in decline. This
proactive approach helps to reduce the population and
mounds the following spring, ensuring a more enjoyable
golfing experience. When it comes to controlling fire

ants on golf courses, Quali-Pro offers several products.
These include specially formulated bait granules, mound
drench products and granular insecticides, offering a
superintendent multiple solutions to combat fire ants.
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Syngenta
LANE TREDWAY, PH.D.
Technical Services Manager

Superintendents can control
fire ants with products such
as Advion fire ant bait. The active ingredient indoxacarb
means superintendents no longer have to choose
between fast-acting mound treatments, that leave the
probability that colonies will re-emerge, or complete
Broadcast insecticide treatments that can provide
colony control but could take weeks to kick in. Advion
fire ant bait controls foraging worker ants within 12-48
hours and can provide complete colony control within 72
hours. Superintendents can apply Advion as a broadcast
application at 1.5 Ibs per acre or as a mound treatment
at 4 tablespoons per mound. Syngenta guarantees
season-long control of fire ants with two broadcast
applications, typically in May and September when fire
ants are actively foraging.

WE MEET YOU
WHERE YOU ARE

VISIT ME

Golfdom
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The Turf Doc // viva joe

“From my days as a student, to my
current title, | have always respected
Joe (Vargas) and, at the same time,

considered him to be pretty cool.”

KARL DANNEBERGER, PH.D., Science Editor

Celebrating the career
of a turfgrass icon

significant end to an erais coming to turfgrass
research, teaching and extension with several recent
retirements among university turfgrass professors.

One of the most recent is Joseph Vargas, Ph.D,, professor of
turfgrass pathology at Michigan State.

Vargas was among the generation
of turfgrass pathologists thatincluded
icons like Houston Couch, Ph.D., Noel
Jackson, Ph.D., Richard Smiley, Ph.D.,
and Peter Dernoeden, Ph.D., to name
afew. All were well-known figuresin
the golf industry for decades. Attend-
ing a professional meeting — like the
American Phytopathological Sodety
meeting or a turfgrass conference —
with one of these researchers was an
experience you wouldn’twant to miss.

Vargas was a prodigious researcher
who could relate his research results
to the golf course industrybetter than
most. Because of that, he became one of
the mosticonic figures in our industry.

MAKING WAVES

Vargas' research has been on the cut-
ting edge and has often been seen as
controversial over the years. For exam-
ple, his early research on anthracnose
as amajor disease of Poa annua refuted
the dogma in the industry at the time
that Poa annua died in the summer
from high temperatures.
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His work led to revolutionary
changes in how we managed golf course
turf. Vargasidentified the firstbacterial
disease of creeping bentgrass, known
asbacterial wilt. Hisresearch led tonew
control methods and green renovation
strategies for dealing with the disease.

To name a few more, Vargas' re-
search into fungicide resistance and
product evaluations has continued to
address questions facing the industry.
This led to Vargasbeing in constant
demand as a conference speaker.

Vargas is often introduced with few
words. His reputation spoke for itself.

MAN OF THE PEOPLE
In turfgrass diagnosis, turfgrass pa-
thologists are the tip of the spear. They
are often the first contacted regarding
turfgrass dedine on a golf course.
Vargas was one of the best —if not
thebest — on-site diagnosticians1
have known. His ability was due, in
large part, to his work on golf courses
andresponsiveness to golf course su-
perintendents. Being out there in the

field contributed considerably to his
support within the golf industry.

Well-recognized here in the United
States, Vargas also had a great reputa-
tion internationally. His influence glob-
ally is reflected in his 3.5 million plus
frequent flyer miles on Delta Airlines.

Vargas’ trophy cabinet showcases
his career accomplishments well. He
received many awards including the
USGA Green Section Award in 2007
and the Col. John Morley Award from
the GCSAAin 1997.

Of the more unique awards Vargas
ever received speaks to his interna-
tional influence and respect within
the golf industry. Vargas was the first
American toreceive the title of Honor-
ary Portuguese Golf Course Superin-
tendent from Assodacio Portuguesa
de Greenskeepers.

CRUISIN’ INTO RETIREMENT
Vargas was a committed teacher and
lecturer in the classrooms at Michigan
State University. He brought a thor-
oughness and expertise of his subject
tothe dassroom. Often, his lectures
were brought into darity by his un-
canny ability to summarize a topic or
thought in a single saying or sentence.

It’s difficult to capture the full scope
of Vargas’ career in just one column.
For the manywho camein contact
with him, he’s become a friend not to
be forgotten. From my daysasa stu-
dent, to my current title,  have always
respected Joe and, at the same time,
considered him to be pretty cool.

If I had one wish for Joe in retire-
ment, it would be for him tobe cruising
in a1955 Fleetwood Series 60 Cadillac
with the radio playing Elvis Presley’s
Heartbreak Hotel. Viva Joe. @

Karl Danneberger, Ph.D., Golfdom's science
editor and a professor at The Ohio State
University, can be reached at
danneberger.1@osu.edu.
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Off the Record // NEGATING NEMATODES

“The analysis suggested that exposure to
diazinon, chlorpyrifos and isazophos, even
in a worst-case scenario, would be below
the acceptable limits the EPA set.”

MIKE KENNA, PH.D., Research Editor

Changing nematode
management

n 1990, the USGA Green Section started investigating what
happens to pesticides and fertilizer applied to golf course
turfgrass. We did not know what to expect from the research
results but maintained an honest reporting of the results.

Projects started in 1991, by George
Snyder, Ph.D., and John Cisar, Ph.D., fo-
cused on investigating the mobility and
persistence of organophosphate (OP)
pestiddes in a USGA green. The ground-
work for this study involved installing
lysimeters in a Tifdwarf bermudagrass
USGA green at the Ft. Lauderdale Re-
search and Education Center (FLREC).
Analytical methods were developed at
the Pesticide Lab in Belle Glade, Fla., to
determine OP pesticides in soil, thatch,
plant tissue and water moving through
the green (e.g., percolate).

By 1993, Snyder and Cisar completed
studies on OP-pesticide losses in per-
colate, soil and thatch retention, and
dipping removal. The pestidides stud-
ied included fenamiphos (Nemacur),
fonofos (Dyfonate), chlorpyrifos (Durs-
ban), isazophos (Triumph), isofenphos
(Oftanol) and ethoprop (Mocap). They
foundless than 0.2 percent of the ap-
plied pesticide in percolated water and
less than one percentin dippings.

These results were good news, but
leaching was more significant for the
sulfoxide-sulfone metabolite of fe-
namiphos and chlorpyrifos recovery in
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clippings exceeded seven percent fora
granular application. However, most of
the applied OP pesticides seemed tobe
retained in the thatch layer, undergo-
ing microbial degradation over time.

Snyder and Cisar found the residues
of fenamiphos and fonofos to reside
primarily in the thatchlayer. In con-
trast, the sulfoxide+sulfone metabo-
lites were in the soil to a greater degree.
Also, they observed a considerable
amount of the metabolite in percolated
water, especially following the first ap-
plication of fenamiphos.

Anaverage of 17.7 percent of the ap-
plied fenamiphos was found as metab-
olites in the percolated water following
the first application, whereas there was
only 1.1 percent after the second ap-
plication. They believed the difference
was due to increased microbial degra-
dation after the first application.

Nevertheless, both percentages are
high relative to the fenamiphos parent
compound or fonofos, for which a maxi-
mum of 0.06 and 0.02 percent of applied
were obtained in percolated water fol-
lowing any one application. Excessive
irrigation appeared to contribute to the

leaching of fenamiphos metabolites.
They could remove less than one per-
cent of diazinon, chlorpyrifos andisazo-
phos applied to abermudagrass green
onto cotton doth rubbed on the surface
immediately after pesticdide application.
However, after a 0.2-inch irrigation, dis-
lodgeability increased to approximately
15 percent of the pre-irrigation mea-
surement. 24 hours after application,
about three percent of the pesticide was
dislodged compared to the immediate
post-application measurement.

THE RESULTS

Collaborating with the University of
Florida Center for Environmental and
Human Toxicology, Snyder and Cisar
made a preliminary pesticide risk assess-
ment analysis based on dislodgeability
data collected in their experiments. The
analysis suggested that exposure to
diazinon, chlorpyrifos and isazophos,
even in a worst-case scenario, would be
below the acceptable limits the EPA set.

Snyderand Cisar published dozens of
publications and presentations on their
research, contributing valuable insights
into the mobility, retention and poten-
tial risks assodiated with organophos-
phate pesticides in golf course environ-
ments. Unfortunately, soon after this
research, Nemacurbecame unavailable
for nematode control on golf courses.

John Rowland, Ph.D.,agronomist,
USGA Green Section, provides current
information on dealing with nematode
problems on golf courses in thisissue
(see page 26).

Bionematicides, such as Zelto and
Crescendo, should be applied around
nematode egg hatching and chemical
nematicides are used afterward if con-
ditions warrant. Rowland lists the cur-
rent chemical nematicides, their differ-
ent chemical dasses and their efficacy
on specific nematode species. ®

Mike Kenna, Ph.D., retired director of research,
USGA Green Section. Contact him at
mpkenna@gmail.com.
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1] Durentis Insecticide

The new Durentis insecticide from

FMC offers protection from pests both
above and below ground, including

fall armyworms and grubs. It contains

a highly concentrated formulation of
chlorantraniliprole and a low use rate
that can deliver season-long control with
one application.

FMC.com
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| 2] Tri-Tool

The Tri-Tool from PAR AIDE helps
superintendents tackle many daily
green repairs, such as cup hole
changes, repairing ball marks, coring
soil samples, leveling cup holes and
removing weeds. Made from hardwood
and steel, the Tri-Tool is built to handle
the outdoors.

ParAide.com

W PRODUCTS I

3| Featherweight UltraMax

The Featherweight UltraMax from
UNDERHILL is a one-inch hose that
features NPSH threads. For use on the
golf course, the hose has an outer fabric
designed to not scuff the turf on greens.
It boasts a working pressure rating of
300 psi and a burst pressure rating of
1200 psi.

Underhill.US

Golfdom.com
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4| Motorola MotoTRBO R2

The MOTOROLA R2 Digital UHF or VHF
two-way radio from HQ98 holds up to 64
channels, meets military specifications
and superintendents and their crews
can use it in harsh conditions such as
snow and rain. It has one to five watts of
adjustable power and comes complete
with configurable audio for quick and
easy integration.

HQ98.com

Golfdom.com

5 185 and 225 E-Cut Electric
Walk Greens Mowers

The 185 and 225 E-Cut Electric walk
greens mowers from JOHN DEERE
are powered by a 58-volt, 3.56-kwh
maximum lithium-ion battery and
feature a floating cutting unit on the
front. These models can mow 50,000
square feet on a single charge and
have controllers that control the gear
transmission and reel.
Deere.com

6| Brush cutters

Brush cutters from DIAMOND MOWERS
help to slice through shrubs, grass,
trees and branches to keep the golf
course neat and prevent weeds. The
company’s brush cutters feature

a disc mulcher to help with speed,
storing energy and combining it with
hydraulic power. For heavy-duty land
management, an Excavator Disc
Mulcher Pro X is available in 36 or 48-
inch cutting widths.
Diamondmowers.com
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Grant Suderman

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT // Loch Lloyd CC, Village of Loch Lloyd, Mo.
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Grant, drinks are on me ...
what are you having?

I'm a social golfer, so I've already had a
solid day. I'm due for a Liquid LV, or, if
we're still going, I'll have a Busch Light.

Tell me about your family. Me and my
wife, Blake, have been married for two
years now. We have one son, Tatum, who
just turned one. And we have another
one, a girl, on the way this summer. We
enjoy sports. We're both Kansas State
people. We enjoy golfing whenever we
have time as well. Tatum is into every-
thing; he’s learning to walk; climbing up
the stairs; throwing his food everywhere.

What would you like us to know
about Loch Lloyd CC? We're a thriv-
ing, younger community when it comes
to the private club side of things. I'm

36 // Golfdom  February 2024

biased, but I would play our champion-
ship course over any other area course.
We have a really great layout. It’s a Tom
Watson redesign and it’s a really special
spot to be.

Who are your teams? [ grew up in
Garnett, Kan., so I associate with Kansas
City. K-State, Chiefs, Royals and I root for
Team USA when they're playing.

What is the best thing about being
a Wildcat? There are no seasons off for
us — we're pretty good all-around with
basketball and football. The best thing
about us is our future. You look at our
coaches and who we have at quarterback?
It’s a great time to be a’Cat.

Do you have a most memorable day
at work? I was the assistant at Kansas
City CC for seven years prior to coming

| /BEST ADVICE

«HOW YOU DO
ANYTHING IS HOW YOU
DO EVERYTHING.’ IF YOU
WORK HARD DOING THE

o LITTLE THINGS, THAT IS
GOING TO TRANSLATE TO
" YOUR JOB OUT ON THE

COURSE AS WELL.”

db—
MARTIN CITY

-P

BREWING COMPANY

with...

o

here. I remember coming into the golf

course pretty early in the morning, and
there were lights out on the course. I
knew it wasn’t a golf cart. All of a sud-
den it took off. It’s a car! [ jumped in my
cart to go after it. Someone had stolen a
vehicle and they were joyriding across
the course. They couldn’t get out because
(the course) is all fenced in. They went
over a green, then wrecked through a
bunker and crashed into a bridge. By
then, the cops showed up and he’s on
foot. Let’s just say I didn’t need a coffee
that morning.

Next time I’m in your area, aside
from seeing the course, what
should | do? Grab drinks at Martin City
Brewing Co. That’s a fun spot. They have
some great stouts. And there’s a Joe’s KC
over here, so you have to grab barbecue.

Who would be in your dream
foursome? It would be so much fun. I
got into golf because I grew up around
golf. It was my dad who got me into the
game. It would have to be my dad. And
then I'd say Patrick Mahomes and Tiger
Woods. Those are my guys. That would
be a good day.

As interviewed by Seth Jones, Jan. 17,2024.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

aflkea

Granite..

Golfdom.com

PHOTO BY: GOLFDOM STAFF



EROSION RESISTANT
MAINTENANCE FREE
EASY TO INSTALL
DUSTLESS

Natural Crushed Stone
Wax Polymer Pathway Material

Cut down cn maintenance while preserving a natural lock and
feel with Kafka's patented Wax Polymer Pathway Mix. The ease
cf installation and limited maintenance makes our Wax Pclymer
Pathway Mix a top choeice for beautiful, yet resilient, pathways
¢on courses throughout the United States.

Natural Stone. Groundbreaking Solutions.

LET US PROVEIT.

Mention this ad fora FREE trial of our
Wax Polymer Pathway Mix.

kafkagranite.com/golf
800-852-7415




TI m e m Our greatest invention.

Creating a perfectly breathtaking course requires your passion and knowledge. It also takes something you
don’t always have: Time. At Turfco, we're always looking for ways to free-up your time. Ways like saving up to
two hours per day with the Torrent 2 Debris Blower. Reducing up to 720 passes on your greens per year with
the WideSpin Topdresser. And seeding more quickly to achieve better results with the Triwave Overseeder. We
bring innovative technologies that improve performance, while giving you back what matters most. Your day.

It's worth your time to see the difference. Schedule your demo today at
www.turfco.com or call 800.679.8201

Torrent?2

DEBRIS BLOWER

WldeS in 1550

BROADCAST TOPDRESSER

TriWave 45

45-INCH OVERSEEDER

Schedule your demo today at www.turfco.com or call 800.679.8201 TURFC°®



