Mike Annaian

SUPERINTENDENT // Armed Forces Retirement Home GC, Washington, D.C.
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Mike, what can | get you to drink?
Anice cold beer. Preferably Busch Light,
if they've got it.

Tell me about your course? It’sa
9-hole course, located at the Armed
Forces Retirement Home, about two
miles north of the U.S. Capitol build-
ingin D.C. It’s a really cool property. It’s
home to President Lincoln’s cottage,
where he spent his summer months
during his presidency, and a lot of time
during the Civil War. The property itself

has been a national landmark since 1974.

When President Clinton was in office, he
spent alot of time playing here.

Before | mess it up, give me the
phonetic pronunciation of ‘Annaian.’

| bet telemarketers trip all over
themselves with it... The proper pro-
nunciation is uh-NYE-en. But throughout
my life, I've heard all sorts of pronuncia-
tions. ‘Uh-nanny-en?’... Anny-anny-en?’
And it’s never spelled properly. It’s Arme-
nian, and it’s actually quite common.

What do you like to do when you're
not working? I'm an avid musician.
I'm a drummer, so I spend alot of time
playing music. Right now I'm not play-
ing with a band, but I still like to get out
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“IF YOU HAVE A FULL-TIME MECHANIC,
BE GRATEFUL FOR IT EVERYDAY.”

there and play. And I'm an avid outdoors-
men, so I like hiking in the mountains.

| bet you remember the first record
you ever bought with your own
money. I do remember, it was back in
1981, it was Grandmaster Flash and the
Furious Five. Today I'm into everything,
I'm a big Grateful Dead fan, Foo Fighters,
jazz, blues, funk, reggae...

Mother’s Day is around the corner.
Will you be buying flowers? Every year
I do buy flowers for my mother, but it’s in
tribute — she passed away almost 14 years
ago. Sheloved her gardening. I do vegetable
gardens each year. Every year when I'm
doing my vegetable garden I add marigolds.
They were her favorite flowers, and they
also draw insects away from the veggies.

What one thing, if your maintenance
budget allowed for it, would make
your life instantly better? If Thad

the budget, a full-time mechanic would
make my life even that much better. [
have a part-time guy now, and he’s great,
but if Thad the room in the budget to be
able to bring a full-time mechanic on?
My efficiency would be even better.

Best Saturday Night Live cast
member ever? By far and away Chris
Farley. The Chippendales skit with Pat-
rick Swayze? That’s an all time great.

What'’s one thing you love to do in
D.C.? If someone’s visiting, there’s so
much history... so we go to the monu-
ments. But if 'm on my own, every Sunday
there’s a drum circle that takes place in
Meridian Hill Park. It’s an open gathering
of folks who bring random drums. You sit
down, five or six people start a drum circle,
within two or three hours later, you liter-
ally have hundreds of people drumming or
just dancing and having a good time.

As interviewed by Seth Jones, April 26th, 2013.
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